
We have learnedfrom the columns of the Melbourne Ageif^Lofthe A?'f/vnparticularsof the wreck of the Loch Ard. The ill-tTOa
vessel,it appeal's, set sail from. London for Melbourne onMarch 2nd
last, under the command of Captain George Gibb, and having on
board, besides the crew, sixteen passengers. Of these the principal
interestsurrounds the memory of the Carmichael family—

a father,
mother, four daughters, and two sons

—
becatise ofthemelancholy fate

that overtookthemin all perishing together, with the exceptionof
onedaughter, savedas ifby miracle. All appears tohavegone well
with the shipuntil thenight when the storm aroseinwhich she was
wrecked

—
that is thenight of Friday, May 31st last. Bearings had

been taken that day by the sun, and it was calculated that Cape
Otway wasstill150 miles distant,but unfortunately the iron in the
vessel is supposedtohaveaffected the compasses,and the calculation
was false. The iron-boundcoastand precipitous cliffs inthe neigh>
bourhoodof the Cape weremuchnearer than it was supposed. At
about four o'clockin the morning of June Ist, while the vessel was
under close-reefedtopsailsgoing with thebreeze,analarm wasgiven
of land ahead. The captainwas athis poston deck,and gave orders
tohold theship to the wind,but she couldnot weather the land, and
seemed atthemercyof thewind andsea. Orders werethengivento
let go the anchors j these, however, dragged on a bottom of

AnarticleintheRevueAcs DeuxMonties,of MarchIstlast,affords
aninsight into thepoliticallife of Germany, a sketch of whichcan-
not fail tobe of interest toourreaders. Itrunsas follows :

—
Germany

has her troubles;somecome toher from without, and she demands
anaccount of themfromher neighbours whose actions appear toher
suspicious;others are caused by grave questions of home manage-
ment, which she is much hindered insolving, There axemany ques-
tions which disturb her,butthatwhichdisturbsher most is her Con-
stitution, still very young, but already worn out. Of all forms of
Governmentnoneismoredifficult toorganise than a Confederation,
ora Federate State. The difficulty becomes graver whentheFederate
Stateis composedof lesser countries united to agreatmonarchy

—
to

one of the great powers of Europe. The wholepolicy of the affair is
inLaFontaine. We know whathappened the heifer, the she-goat,
and the ewe, when they thought good to unitethemselves to aproud
lion, lordof the district. These four were to divide the prey; the
lion allotted the first part to himself in quality of sire ;he took the
second asbelonging to the strongest, and the third as the bravest.

Siquelqu'unede voustouche ala quatrienie,
Je 1' (itmnglcraitout cVabord.

Of the forty-twomillions whocompose theGermanEmpire, 2G,000,000
belong to Prussia,and the rest to the lesser States. On setting out
the lionshowedhimself generous. Prussia possesses inParliament a
number of Deputiesproportioned toher population;intheFederal
Councilof the 58 voicesshe ownsbut17. Hadthe lesser Statesbeen
republics she would have treated them with less consideration, but
little crownshave theiruse;they arc a counterpoise to democracy.
In suppressing them she wouldhave served the revolution, but the
Ciusars of Germany wish, rather, tomake therevolution serve them.
Still, in truth, Prussia fully indemnified herself for the concessions
she made. She scaled herhegemony by uniting in the person of M.
dc Bismarck the functionsof President of thePrussian Ministry and
Chancellor of theEmpire. The Chancellor is theman whodoes all,
directs all,oversees all, theman whoproposes anddisposes, Healone
has the watchwordand the responsibility,and hewho answers for all
answersfor nothing. M.Hoesler, aProfessor of theRostock Univer-
sity, wrotelately,"The institution of the Imperial Chancellorship is
a monstrous accumulation of uncontrollable and irresponsible
powers,whichdefies all analogy andall rule." M.Eoesler wasright.
Onemight search invainin thehistory of constitutional countries to
find aninstitutionequalor analogousto this. Inthe Holland of the
past alone might something like it be discovered, but what is a
Hcinsiuscomparedwith themanwho sways the destiniesof 40mil-
lionsof Germans. The office of Chancellor has beencreatedby M.dc
Bismarck, and for M. dc Bismarck. Germany would not have con-
sented to this concentration of power inonehand, if this man had
not been able toavailhimself of the rights of genius andhis provi-
dentialmission. "Prince Bismarck," said a Berlin review recently,'"isMinisterby theGiace of God; he has founded an empire, and
confoundedhimself with thatempire. He figures by uame, after a
manner, intheconstitutionof theGermanEmpire. Itneverenters the
mind of any one thathe can be overthrown by a frown 'from above,
or thathe can succumb toa Parliamentary voteof wantof confidence.
We are accustomed to let ourselves be governed from. Varzin, and
this village, or this Pomeranian estate, disputes for themoment with
Berlin thehonour of being the capitalof Germany. Germany wishes
to be governed by Bismarck. A popularity such as his has never
been gainedby any one, so thatneverin any state,not absolute,ha

NEW ZEALANDTABLET. Friday, June 21,1878.
The Herald is right. To the honour of the Catholic Churchbeit
said that their clergy, without any prudery,bothpreachandteach
thedeadly character of the sinof seeking tododgetheresponsibilities
of maternityby becoming an accomplice in child murder." Some
little time ago we .submitted a nut to he crackedby our scientific
world, or rather half-world,but they didnot deign toexercisetheir
powerful jaws upon it. We put forward afoeman worthyoftheir
steel,hoping that"Greek" wouldhasten to encounter

"Greek," and
that the sight of an opposing Titanwould rouse the gods to battle,
but in vain. Our scientistshaveneveronceadvancedanargument
in opposition to those quoted by us from Professor Virchow, wh
stated that evolutionwasa theory, as yetunproven,anddangerousto
dogmatiseupon, indirect oppositionto all thatthey hadso longbeen
proclaiming \o us. We trust that now, however, these learned
imbibers and spouters of scientific doctrineswill favourus with the
meretrivialexplanationweask them.kindly to vouchsafeus,believing
that what we ask will be to them a bagatelle. Will they kindly
explain to us, since it is acknowledged on all hands, now, that
infanticide,in the broad sense of the words, does exist extensively
inAmerica,how comesit the statistics put forwardherea fewmonths
ago proved that it could not possibly existthere;and,above all,
whether we are*still bound tobelieve thatthepurity or corruptionof
Dunedin is to be judged by the standard of that existing in the
UnitedStates.

a ministerialsituation been seen dowered "byall the functions and
powers he ro-unites in his hand." Germany had determined that,
during M.Bismarck'slife, she wouldcontent herself with the consti-
tution he had given her. To alter her mind it was necessaryfor
Bismarckhimself to say :—":

— "
Ican* do no more, my burden is too

heavy,unless youdecide onaccepting the combination that Ishall
heina positiontopropose to you,Ishall resign. MeantimeIshall
takeaholiday." Since the Spring of '77,negotiationshavebeencon-
ducted between M. de Bismarck and the liberal partyin order to
discoverameans to solvethe difficultiesand the questions pending.
The point was todiscoveranegotiator,pleasingto theChancellor.Ate
is not disposedto listen to thefirst comer. Hewouldperhaps sayto
any envoy they should send tohim, that whichhe formerly said to a
certain A\istrianminister:

—
"Your wordis nomore to me than the

windin my chimney." Happily the Prussian liberals have a man
suitable to M. de Bismarck. M. de Bennigsen, President of the
Prussian Chamberof Deputies. During the courseof last year, M.
Bennigsen wentand came toand from Varzin more than once,and
all Germany hung on the movement. But nothing came of the
matter;M.de Bismarck asked toomuchand would grant too little.
The negotiationhaving fallen through,M.de Bismarck took counsel
withhimself and withhimself alone. In interiorpolicy heis a man
of expedients,anditwasanexpedientthathe brought back withhim
from Varzin. His ideal is an empire which, having in its hands the
greaterpartof the finances, wouldnotbe reduced to go begging to*
the doors of the German States,but would be in a position to give
themmoneyand to shower upon them the manna of its liberality.
He,however,puts off for thetime thefulfilment of his great design,
and in order to increase therevenuesofthe empirehe contentshim-
self with creatingImperialstamp duties and withincreasing the tax
on tobacco. At thesame time he submitted to the Federal Counci1
animportantproject concerningprovidingassistance for theImperial
Chancellor, incase of need,aproject destinedtorelievehim alittleof
his burdenby giving him a co-adjutorin theperson of aVice-chan-
cellor. Itis, meantime, wellunderstood that should he wish it,he
will orwill not have assistance. His convenience only will decide
thematter, anditis undoubted tbat,shouldhe wish it,the adminis-
tration of the empire will be confided to half-a-dozen Prussian
ministers. This project, at first, causedsome emotionin the Federal
Council. The delegatesof thelesser Statesseemedto hear it said

—
"All is lost;the sailsare torn. Itis notPrussia thatbelongs to thc

empire,but tlie empire that belongs to Prussia.1
' They,however,

kepttheir melancholy reflections to themselves, resigned themselves
to their fate, and votedin favour of theproject, witha slight amend-
ment. Thehour is come when the truth of things triumphs over
conventions, and, as it has been well said, "the German empire*
while itborrowed theexterior forms of a federate state, in reality
constitutes anunion of half-sovereign States witha sovereign State."
What receptionwill the liberals ofParliamentgivetothepropositions
ofM. deBismarck ? On thematterof taxes theirmot dorAre is "No
new taxes withouta generalreform of the fiscal system, and no re-
formwithout constitutionalguaranteeswhich will assure to Parlia-
mentthe full exercise of its rights over thebudget. The Vice-Chan-
cellor will be regarded as the man of the future— the presumptive
heirof M.de Bismarck

—
willhebealiberaloraconservative? Itwill

be knownere long;but from tliatjlay Germanymay assure herself
that she is not done with the policy of expedients,and a great
nationaccepts withdifficulty thepartof being reduced toexpedients
submitted to the convenience of one man. It cannot refrain from
saying to itself

—
et apres?— What next ? This is why Germany is

troubled.
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