
Apetitionhas beenpresentedtothe Taieri County Council by
theinhabitantsof Outram,begging for theremovalof the toll-bar on
BuckeyeHill toapositionnear the West Taieri Church.

The Conference of County Councils is tobeheld at Wellington
onJuly21st next.

Severalslipshaveoccured,owing tothe wet weather, on the
Blueskinsectionof therailway. That at Deep Creek was the most
extensive.

At thenext Session of Parliament a vote will be asked for to
carryout the proposedrailway between Canterbury and the West
Coast,
A Itis rumouredthataLondon Company havepurchased170,000
fLres oflandinSouthland,for thepurpose of sub-dividing andselling
itin the formof small farms.

Inconsequence of thefloods having shown the necessity of rais-
ing therailway line by two feet in addition between Invertiel and
theSouth MolyneuxRoad, the Toiro section of the Balclutha and
FourMile Creek Railway will not be opened until some time in
August next.

A Richspecimenofquartzhas beenpickedup inMr.Loughnan's
paddock atMount Pisa.

That well-known fortune-tellingmanual, "Napoleon'sBook of
Fate,"has been translated intoMaori. Itis believedthatthepubli-
cation will gainconsiderable influence over theminds of thenatives.

The usualweekly meetingof theDunedinCatholic YoungMen's
Society washeldonFriday evening last, the Presidentoccupying the
chair. After theordinary proceedings of the meetinghad been dis-
posedof, the remainderof theevening was devotedtosocialimprove-
ment, andwearehappy tosay with satisfactoryresults. We regret
that we weremisinformed instating that the nomination of officers
for theensuing half-year takes place this evening;the nomination
night is that of thefourthmeeting in July.

Atameetingot theHawkeVßayPhilosophicalInstituterecently,
Mr. Colenso drew attention toabellwhich hehad found in the in-
terior of the NorthIslandin '3G. Itseemed tohea ship's bell, and
bore aninscription, saidto be vciy ancient and in Javanese. This
hadbeen copiedsnd sent to various places for translation, but no
one had translatedit satisfactorily.

The Napoleon. Hill claim at Ahaura promises well. Sixteen
ounces werewashed therefrom twosets,anditwascalculatedthatin
the same week thereturnwould befifty ounces.

The hearing of applications for leases at Longwood has been
postponedto the 29th inst,as itis found that the diggings arein the
hundreds.

Rewimaintains thathis interviewwith theGovernor,Sir George
Grey,and Mr. Sheehan, will resultina lastingpeace.

Aparty of Maoris in tbe North Island lately expected a visit
from certain of their copatriots, whom they were not anxious to
receive. This is how theypreparedto welcome them:theylit a fire
of wood,andwhen ithadburned low, they spread over the hot em-
berssome sods andabove them amat. There thejr led their guests
and badethemsit down, which theyunsuspectingly did. They,how-
ever,rose up again incontinently.

Some roots of Shamrock wererecently sent out from Ireland to
Melbourne. They weredug up fromtheHill of Tara, andare said
tohave reached their destinationinsound condition.

Itis expectedthatthelandrevenuereceivedduring the financial
yearwillbe found toamountto closeupon £1,600,000.

A new thingin travelling by railway was witnessed the other
day inTaranaki, wherethepassengers-«vereobligedtoalightandpush
a traininorder tohelp the locomotiveup the Waiongona Hill.* Suburbansections, at Gisborne,PovertyBay,weresoldrecently
iii#:9oper acre. Five yearsago these sections were purchased for
£5 per acre.

Travelling-along thebeachin the neighbourhood of Karamea
mustbe somewhat precarious. It appears that, incertain stages of
thetide,it is necessary for personsso engaged to run from rock to
rock. A gentleman, who wasoccupiedin thisperilousprogress, was
carried awaylately among the breakers, and, although he managed
to get back again to the shore, receiveda verypainfulbattering.

A reefhas been discovered at Ruakaka, opposite Dieffenbach
Point. "" "

A company lias beenfownedto work theKanieriquartz reefs.
A notice,publishedin the Wanangaby Mr. Rces, anddirecting

natives everywhere tocome tohim before disposing in any way of
their lands,has excitedunfavourablecomment.

The Corporationof Gishorne havedecided onsinking the artesian
well undertakenby them 50 feet inadditionto the 260 feet, already
sunk. Sofar thecost of the work hasbeen £325.

The valueof gold obtainedduring the year by the Moanatairi
Company was £57,717.

Thegoldreturns of the Thames, for theweek ending June Ist,
were1042 ozs.10 dwt.12gr.

We learn from that sourceofmuch that is edifying andinstruc-
tive, the Dunedin School Committee,that,instead of education,free
andsecular, beingmade compulsory in the city alluded to, it is con-
templated tomake it anact of favour toadmit children at all to this
doubtfulbenefit. The attendance at the schools is tobe limited so as
toprevent over-crowding,andhence anumberofwould-bepupilswill
certainlyeither be relegated to the streetsor to private schools. Yet
theprivate schools which affordrefuge from idleness,and probable
destructionto numerous children, and cloak the embarrassment of
the Government,are subjected to finesfor their usefulness. Ifthe
majority consider this justice,or do not see it is a glaring injustice
sufficient tomake New Zealand ludicrous and contemptible in the
face of the world,all wecansay is that themajority rominds us still
morestrongly than before of aheathen idol, for ithas eyesand sees
not,andears andhears not. The squabbleofthe Committee withthe
Boardstill continues,but asbothof theaugustbodies alludedtohave
appointeda sub-committee,chosenrespectivelyfrom their members
to fight thematterout,itis expected that the row may actuallyter-
minate some time between thisanddoomsday.

A wretchedaffair has occurred atMilton, whereawomanhas
diedingiving birth to a childunder most distressing circumstances.
The childwasborn while noone wasnear togive theleast assistance
to thepoormother ;but aneighbour, who had "been sent for by'her,
cameinaboutanhour afterwards,and found everythingin themost
deplorablecondition. The sick woman hadonly tocoverher a worn
counterpaneand an old coat, Ten children werehuddled together
inonebedroomwith hardly any bedding to lie on, and therewas
no foodof any kind tobe foundinthehouse. One of the children
was sent tofetchsomebrandy, but thepublican towhomhe applied
refused to let him have it, although he said that his mother was
dying. Inshort,amorepainful case wehave neverhad themisfor-
tune tohear of. Itcasts a sluruponcolonial life.

The purchasers of theAnne Gambles continue to suffer uneasi-
ness. The present phaseof their torment is causedby the discovery
thatcertainlight fingers havebeenbusied amongst the cargo.

The following subscriptions to the CathedralFund havebeen
received sincethelistgiven in,another column was printed:— Miss
BridgetFarrell, £2 10s;Mr.Angus Wilson, £4.

Inour correspondence columnwill be found a letter from the
Rev.FatherJoly, of Sydney, acknowledging thearrival there of the
organ presented to the sister in the South Sea Islands by certain
friendsinDunedin.andreturning thanks for the gift.

The Xcw-Zealandcr,the Governmentorgan,attributes thewhole
responsibility in the affair of costs arising from the Jones libel case
to the Hon. FrederickWhitaker. Our contemporary affirms that a
majority of theHouse undertook"arisky transaction," oudlaid"the
oddsof goodsolidmoney to nothing." Surely evenfor the sake of
making apointagainst anenemy thisis strangeblasphemy toemploy
inalluding to thepopularidol. But if thematter is to be viewedin
this light then, we should say,the responsibility lies,not with Mr.
Whitaker, but with themajority. It appears, however,that a min-
ority also hadsomething todowiththis sacrifice

"
of gdodsolid money

tonothing;" for we cannot suppose that thecounsel for theaccused
conferred withanhon. member

—
nowaminister,andpatron if report

speak trueof theKern Zealando;over the jury list to the
'prejudice

of the accused. Ifanhon.member advised the defendant's counsel
atall it evidently must have been in the defendant'sinterests,and
thus toall appearances anhon. member, now a minister,had some-
thing to doindetermining theuntowardresult,of this "risky trans-
action."

At the meetingof Justices in Dunedin, the other evening, it
transpiredthat Mr. Watt,R.M., hasno faithin the discretion of the
Press. Mr.Watt was evidently concerned lest intending criminals
shouldlosesomething of their reverence for the Bench by learning
thatJ.P.s weresubject to the weaknessesof ordinary flesh andblood;
that, for instance, they hadtheir little jealousies, and were inclined
toconsider themselves snubbed when empowered only to deal with."drunks anddisorderlies." Mr.Wattclearlyis desirousof obtaining
for themagisterial dignity the aidof such mystery as itis possibleto
maintain;he is quiteright, there have occurred one or two cases
lately when " the Bench seemed much in need of every stay that
could be affordedit.

Itis rumouredthat certain circumstancesrelating tonative land
transactions atMaketu, in theNorthIsland, arelikely to be brought
under the notice of Parliament atthe approaching session.

Our,contemporary the Daily Times in agushing leader anent
thecandidatureof Mr. Oliver for Dunedin, speaks sportingly of the
candidate as "being "

put through a preliminary canter to show
hispaces." We,however, noticedan ugly buck-jump or two in the
course ofhis trial that rendershim anything but a "favourite"with,
us,and we shouldrejoice to see him scratched, ordisqualified insome
manner.
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