
(For the Avc Maria,.)
Through street and field wildhowls theMarch wind's blast,

The bare trees shiv'ring, loudly wailandmoan,
Like souls remorseful for thebright days flown

Whenlife wasyoungandno sin dimmed the past;
Deepsounds inminor key run through the vast

Gloomed cavern of thenight: alone, alone,
Yetina warring world,our weakheartsgroan,

Andcatch at prayer,to find sweetpeace at last.
Andthis weknow :let all the worldbe dark,

Dear Mary watches o'er our troubledsea;
And this weknow:thoughunknowndanger lurks

Inall our landher pureheart is anark,
In which weshelter, childlike,trustingly

—
O heartunstained!the of God's works.

MaukiceF.Egan.

POPE LEO XIII.

Having gained the doctorship inboth branchesof law, he wasmade
DomesticPrelate and Refendary of the Segnatura by his Holiness
Pope Gregory XVI. on 16th March, 1837. Cardinal Carlo, of the
Princes Odescalchi,famousfor thehumility withwhichhe renounced
the purple to follow theinstituteof St.Ignatius,havingalready given
him orders in the Chapel of S..Stanilaus Kostka, at S. Andrea al
Quirinale, on the 23rd December of the same year conferred the
priesthooduponhiminthe Chapel of the Vicariate. Thentheyoung
prelate and priest was sent by the Holy Father to rule, with the
officeof Delegate-Apostolic, successively theprovincesof Benevento,
of Spoleto, andof Perugia.

Inthe government of all these placesheacquiredareputationof
inflexible justice andnoble honesty. Itis a well-known fact thathe
accomplished thetask of purging the lands of Benevento from the
evil-doers by whom they wereinfested. Itis likewise told that whilst
governing theProvince of Perugia, there cameto pass oneday arare
event

—
theprisons remainedempty. On the 25th September, 1841,

helmd thehonour of receiving, amidst grand popular festivities, in
thecity of Perugia, the august Pontiff, who was travelling to visit a
part of his States. The latter, having thought of rewarding the
virtues and services of Mgr.Pecci,and ofemployinghim in things of
greateruse for theHoly See;in the Consistory of 27thJanuary,1843,
createdhim Archbishop of Damietta, to send him as Nuncio into
BrusselstoLeopoldI. Infact,on the 19thof thefollowingFebruary
he wasconsecrated inRomeby CardinalLuigiLambrnschini, in the
Church of San i.oxenzoinPanispema. Thus hereachedthe Episco-
pal Orderwhilehe wasonly thirty-threeyearsofage.

Hearrivedin Brussels Gth April of the following year. The
king,as soonasheknewhim, tookhim into esteem and made much
ofhim. The Catholic newsjjapers of Belgiumhave, in the days just
passed,relatedmany andpreciousmemoriesof thethree yearsof his
nunciaturein thatkingdom, of his zeal for the Christianeducation of
youth,of his love forgood studies, of the affection with whichhe fa-
voured and honoured some fine institutions of charity established
there

—
whichhe afterwards wishedto transplantintohis Diocese of

Perugia— andof the amiable and noble courtesy with whichheknew
how to gain theheartsof everyorder of persons. He visited all the
largecities of thekingdom andsojournedin them. On the 2nd oilJune, 1844,he made in Brussels the celebrated procession for the
Centenary atNotreDame dela Chapelle in themidst of an extraor-
dinary gathering of the faithful. Infine, so deep washis affection
for this most religious land, thathe afterwards made an asylum of
his EpiscopalPalace atPerugiafor everyBelgianwhopresentedhim-
self there. Heoften received theresomepupilsof theBelgian Col-
lege atRome during vacationtime. And he lodged in this college
whenhe founditnccessaiy tocome to themetropolisof Christianity
on thebusiness of the Church.

When Pope GregoryXVI. recalled Mgr. Pecci to Italy, to place
him as ruler over theDioceseof Perugia,KingLeopold,by decree of
of Ist May, 1846, desired to decorate himwith the Grand Cordon of
his Order, and adduced as a reason for this sign of honour

"
the

particularbenevolenceand esteem" whichhe had for the illustrious
prelate.

Thesee of Perugia was assigned to him in the Consistory of
19thJanuary,1846, andhemade his solemn entry into the city on
26th of July following, theFeast of S. Anna,hehaving selected that
day in.memory of the Countess AnnaProsperi Pecci, his dearly be-
loved mother. This seehe continued to hold for over thirty-two
years,namely, from thatday tothe day of his elevation to the Su-
preme Pontificate. Sevenyearsafter,in. -the Consistory of the 19th
December,1853, theHolyFather Pius IX.created andpublishedhim
Cardinal of thetitle of San. Chrysogono. Itis worthyof remark that,
in the sameConsistory, the immortal Pontiff pronouncedMs Allocu-
tionInApostollcaesedls fastigio, recounting to the Sacred College
how great was the sufferance he had had towards the sub-Alpine
Government,whichrepaid him by trampling under foot the most
sacred rights of the Church.

(To lecontinued.)

FATHER NEWMAN.

Father JohnH. Newman wasrecently made anhonorary fellow
of Trinity College, Oxford. He acknowledges the compliment by
dedicatinghis new and"revisededition of his"Essay ontheDevelop-
mentof ChristianDoctrine"to thefellows andPresident,Dr.Wayte,
inthefollowing graceful letter :—:

—
"MyDear President,— Notfrom anyspecialinterest whichI

anticipateyouwill take in. this volume, or any sympathy you will
feelinits argument,orintrinsic fitness ofanykindinmyassociating
youandyour fellows withit,

—"But, becauseIhavenothingbesides itto offer you, in tokenof
my sense of the gracious compliment which you andthey havepaid
me in makingmeoncemoreamember of a college dear tome from
undergraduatememories ;—'"Also,because of thehappy coincidence, that whereas its first
publicationwascontemporaneouswithmyleaving Oxford, itssecond
becomes,by virtueof your act, contemporaneous with a recoveryof
myposition there:"Therefore itis that, withoutyour leave or your responsibility,
Itake the bold stepof placing youis name inthe firstpages ofwhat,
atmy age,Imust consider the last piint or reprint onwhichIshall
everbe engaged. "Iam,my dearPresident,"Mostsincerely yours,

".JohnH.Newman,
« February 23, 1878."

Afterwards for threeyearshe gavehimself up in the same col-
lege to philosophical discipline. Amongst the masters who taught
him,Father Giovanbattista Pianciani, a man illustrious in science,
and nephewof Pope LeoXII.and Father Andrea Carafa,a mathe-
matician of great reptite, are worthy of being remembered. The
young Pecci gave proofof rare ability,not only in the rationalpart
of philosophy,but likewisein the others; since, as is affirmed by the
list of students whoreceived the premiums publishedin the year1818,
hegained the first prize inchemical physics;and in mathematical
physics hehad the first acccssit.

He, feelinghimself inclined towards tbe service of God and the
Church in the sacerdotal ministry, after having with much profit
finishedhis courseof philosophy,undertook that of theology. Inthe
four years whichhe dedicated to it,he had as his masters men of
great fame, such as Fathers Giovanni Perrone, Francesco Manera,
Michele Zecchinelli, CornelioVan Everbroeck,and the venerable and
most learned exegist Father Francesco Sfiverio Patrizi, who, now
more thaneighty yearsof age, still lives,and has the consolationof
seeinghisformer pupilgloriously assumed to the chair of St. Peter.
Now whilsthe studied theology he was requested,although still so
young, torepeat philosophy for the students of the German College,
anoffice whichcouldnot be conferredonany one except a person of
choice talent and soundknowledge. Peccifulfilledhis task tothe satis-

W -jtion of all. In thethird yearof his theological studies,in 1830,
T..J sustained, with much praise,a public dispute in theology, and

gained the first prize. ... In the following year he likewise
finished this course of studies withthehonours of thedoctorate. He
was then twenty-one yearsof age.

Atthat time Pecciwaspatronisedby CardinalAntonioSala, who
came tohim comforting him with wise counsels and admonitions.

A fellow student of Pecci, a man most worthy of faith, thus
writes in a private letter;

— "Ican attest that, whilst he was in
Viterbo, he was admired for bis prompt talent, and more for his
singular goodness of character.

'Ihaving passed with him into the
school of humanity, where we werecompetitors,everytimethat Isaw
him a mindall life andall intellect was biought before me. In his
studies inRome he neverknew companions,conversations,diversions,
or games. His little desk was his world: to cast himself into the
depths of science his paradise. Even fiom the age of twelve or
thirteen he wroteLatinprose andversewitha facility and elegance
wonderfulathis age."

Having entered into the Academia of Noble Ecclesiastics, the
AbbePecci frequentedthe schools of the Roman University for the
study of Canonand of CivilLaw. A person,of veryworthycharacter,
who washis companioninthis study,assures that he was remarked
amongst the others no less for the excellence of his talent than for
the exemplarycharacterof his life. He and the Duke Biario Bisto
Sforza,who wasafterwards Cardinal-Archbishop ofNaples,wherehe
diedin the odorof sanctity in the September of the past year,1877,
were thetwomirrors of thenumerousscholars. Thepopulationof theBessaraManterritory wantedby Russia is150,000, of whom6000 areMuscovites, and the restRoumaniansand

Bulgarians inequalproportions.
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