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Ox Sunday last, in St. Joseph's Church. Dunedin,his Lordship theBishop,prior toreading theEpisleandGospelandpreaching at the
11a.m.Mass, said thnthe wished tosaya few words tothe congrega-
tion relatingto thebuilding of thenewcathedral. He had decided
onhavingit erectedon the site betweenSmith-sfcreet and Rattray-
street,because land sufficient for thepurpose,— anacre at least would
be needed,was not tobehadinany centralposition,orif it were to
be foundit wouldbesoldonlyatapricethatwouldplaceitfarbeyond
thereachofthe Catholic congregation. The cathedral could not be
placeduponthe site of thepresent churchbecause there wouldnot be
room there for it. The ground requiredforitmust be 260 feetlong
and120 feetbroad,andit wouldinterfere with.the schools, whichof
the two were, his Lordship believed,evenmorenecessary than the
cathedral itself. Inorder to builditonthis site,,moreover,theearth
should be removed to the levelof the street,whichwould requirea,
great outlay, it would also be necessary to surround thepresent
church with the newbuilding which wouldoccasion endlessconfusion
and inconvenience,and finally they couldnot afford topulldown the
present church which wo\ild bftneededfor schools,as ithas always
been intended. It was found necessaryon the chosen site tosink
the foundations verydeep,but this must bedone inany case,so as to
prevent therecurrencehere of thehardship experiencedby a certain
BishopinAmerica, whohaderected a cathedralatacost of £50,000,
but wasobliged after a littletime topullitdownby an order ofthe
Corporation, whohadsunk a streetbelow the levelof itsfoundations,
andin consequence pronouncedit dangerous. The foundationshere
would be laid upon arches built upon pillars of concrete
which would rise from the rock beneath, they would not he
much more expensive, his Lordship considered, than founda-
tions laid on the ground itself. The style of the building
wouldbe <3othic, it wouldbeinthe form of a cross,ofwhich thenavn
and aisles would make the stem: the transeptthe short arms,and
the chancel the head. The length of thenaveandaisles wouldhe
80 feet, and.their breadth 5» feet; thelengthof the transept100 feer,
and the total lengthof the church193 feet. The height of thebuild-
ing to the ridge -would be 05 feet, and that of the interior to tho
groined ceiling 44 feet. Over the transept would be a central
tower which, with its spire, would rise to a height of 193 feet.
The main entrance would be from Smith street, where there
would be two towers 80 feetinheight. Tbe cost might be infinitely
increased by ornamentation,but the estimated 'sum was £26,000.
For the present,however, it was onlycontemplatedto buildthenave
andnislefi ;the aisles wouldbe separatedfromthenaveby pillars and
arches,and the whole wouldaccommodate 800 persons. The cost of
this partof thebuilding, whichalthough not completed,would have
a good appearance, would, perhaps, be about £6000 ; of this the
congregation had promised £8000, and His Lordship had under-
takenhimself tobe responsible for USOO. He wasnot afraid toenter
uponthe enterprisewith such a small sum in hand. He knew the
congregation,and judgingby whatthey haddonein thepast, he felfc
persuadedthey wouldenable him to accomplish the present under-
taking. When the Bishop'shouse wasbought therewerenofundsinhand,hut thepeoplepromised to payfor it and they did so within
the specified time, andnot only this, but they even gave some hund-
reds more than wererequired,so that His Lordship had been able,
withthe surplus,tobegin the Christian Brothers' Schools. He and.
his peoplewould beginthework;they couldnottell whomight finish
it,but they woulddo theirpart, and leave thosewhocameafter them
todo theirs also. Many of the great cathedrals of Europe hadbeen
built inthis way. There were somewhich hadbeencommenced cen-
turiesago, and werenot yet completed. The Bishop, in conclusion,
particularly requestedall those whohadnot alreadydone so, to pay
the first instalment of the sum promised by them towards building
the Cathedral.

lxhis sermonbefore theEpiscopal ConventioninBoston,on the
9th October, Bishop Coxe, of Western New York, said:

—
"We are

told that the Churchhas always beenthe enemy of learning,but can
therebe amorestupidslander ? This argument is always backedup-
by the story of thepersecution of Galileo. Iwillnot deny that G-ali-
leo was persecuted,buthe waspersecutedby the court of Rome, not
by the Church of Home. The Churchhas alwaysbeen the advocate
of knowledge. Thecourt of Eomo, in its persecutionof Galileo,was
on the side of tho scientists, for the scientists of that day wereall
against Galileo. Itwas the scientists, andnot the Church,that im-
poseduponthe world theblundering Ptolemaic system. Ifmenwill
lookinto thematter they willsee thatscience changes; the Church
uevcr. Itseems tobe demonstrated that in the days ofJob the true
system of theuniverse wasknown, for tha Pyramids, in their records,
tell this story,but themenofscience, forsixteenhundredyearstaught
otherwise, and because the Churchtookthemat their word theChurch
is blauieil for it. Who broke the bonds laid by themuponmen?
Bacon, a monk, seems to have anticipatedallthe truths of modern
science, and Copernicus, a Latin priest, threw off thechains which
had so long fettered themindsof men.

Cbristchurc\ May 25, 1878.«OME of the young men here, seeing the advantages derived bytheir co-religionists of Wellington and Dunedin from the establish-ment of Catholic Literary Societies in thase towus, have not beenalow in following the excellentexamplesshownthem by these ener-getic young men, but have inaugurated a society that bid» fair tobecome anhonour to its projectors, and a source *i interestand use-iulnesß toallcomiocted withit.
Ihough stillinwhatmay be termedsociety infancy,and subjectto the infirmities of that tenderperiodof existence,it may be saidtobeanursling of wonderfulstrength andgrowth,' seeingthatitalreadynumbers forty-six members, officers included:and, as long as in-struction or intellectual amusement are desired by the Catholics ofChristchurcb,so longmay thpwell-wishersof the societyconfidentlyexpect to sec a.steady increasein the list of members'names.Already the Boeietyhas receivedits firstinstalmentof books fortheformation of a circulating library, and,if these be a fair sampleot the worksitis intended to fill the shelves with,it is evident fromthe choicencss of selectionthatthe Society purpose having a reallyffoqdand useful library, one that wiH be an immense boon to themembers,and,Ifancy, a great inducement to reading men. to jointhe Society nndparticipate inits pleasuresandadvantages.
Classes for the acquirement of various branchesof knowledgewill be formedassoonas convenient,andas educationisof theutmostnecessity in thepresent age,we, as Catholics,cannot afford toneglectany of thosemeans withinour reach that will assist in renderingusmorecompetent, not only to maintain,but to improveour positionasCatholics, and worthymembers of the community. As the valueofeducationappears tobethorouglyappreciatedby many of themem-bersof the Society,itmayhe fully expectederelong tosee largeandwell attendedeveningclasses, wherethemembers will have the ad-vantage of enjoying the teachingof gentlemen willing and abte toinstruct them.
Ihe Society has also thegood fortune toenjoy the services of theKcv. latherMcNamaraas Spiritual Director,whois ever ready withJus counsel andadvice,and who, fromthelong experiencehe has hadm the working of societies,and the interesthe takes in this may beconsidered ahost inhimself. !
Ihelast meeting,which tookplaceon the 22ml ult.,was numer-ously attended;a debatearising out of the all-importantquestion ofol the day (thedisagreements of England and llussia) forming thesubject of attraction. This, witha capitally delivered recitation br<nic olthe.members,and ashortbut veryinstructiveaddress from theSpiritualDirector, inwhichheexhortedthemembers to be assiduous

in their efforts to improve their minds,andonnoaccount to lose theopportunity offered them,broughta veiy enjoyableevening toaclose.
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THE MONTH OFMARYINCHRISTCHURCH. Andnow whenthe Society is fairly started,and with such fair
prospectsbeforeit,itcannotbutbe a success if it only receives the-
encouragement andsupport such anundertaking deserves. And cer-tainit is,if the Catholic youth of Christchurch are animated by aspiritof enterpriseandamanly desire for improvementandadvance-
ment.they will come forwardin still greaternumbers t) join an in-
stitution wherethey will have thepower of mutually conferring suchbenefitson each other. Ifthey haveonly theirowninterestsatheart,
thereis nofear but thatthe Society will soonattainitsmanhood,and
comeanoble memorial ofCatholicenergy.

Inthemeantime its admirers can wishitall success,a long and
useful career,andthatitmayalwaysuse itsutmostendeavours towards
promoting thosenoble ends for which jt was formed; the increase
andextensionof a spirit of brotherhood,piety, and pure morality;
andto facilitateby mutual instruction, the educational improvement
of its members.

THE DUNEDIN CATHEDRAL.

_ May 2lsfc, 1878.
TKK month, of May devotions at the Church of theBlessed Sacramenthave been most edifyingly observed under the direction of theinde-fatigablepastors,FathersGinnaty andMcNamara. On Sunday last"there wasaspecialdemonstrationinhonour of theQueen of Heaven,
whichdeserves to be recorded inthe columns of the Tablet. Thiswasagrand processionin the Church grounds of the Sunday schoolchildren and others. At three o'clock the boys from the Sundayschool, each wearing a blue rosette, entered the church and werearrayed by their teachers on the epistleside ofthenave.Nextentereclthe girls of the Sunday school each wearinga redscarf, whoinlikemanner were arrayed on the gospel side, following these came theyoung ladies who are enrolled as Children of Mary,each wearingablue mantle and a bridal wreath and veil. The Rev. FatherMcNamava,after abrief prayerat thehigh altar,ascended thepulpitandaddressedthose who wereabout to takepartin the procession,ofwhichheexplainedthemeaning. They wereassembled for the firsttime under the banner of the Blessed Virginto show their respect
and veneration for the Queenof Heaven whoalone is worthyof thetitle as the Mother of our Divine Lord. They would never forgetthat day ; forhis ownparthe rejoiced and feltproudto see so many
assembled. They must pray that the love of God, of His Blessed
Mother and of His saints, might never be eradicatedfrom theirhearts. They were all, in a broad sense, children of Mary,
though some were specially so named. As.bei";children theyshould imitate her example and cultivate her virtues f humility,
loveof God,and resignation toHis will. He called upon' them torecognise the,duty they owed to thoseof either sex who taught themthe Christian doctrine. He concluded by exhorting them to beobedient to their parents and teachers, to prayfor them, toattendMass every Sunday, tokeep thecommandments, and,aboveallthings,toavoidbad companions. After the address wasconcluded the pro-cession left the church in th<> following order:the cross-bearer withtwoacolytes,girls of the Sundayschool, young ladies of the Christiandoctrine,Children of Mary,boys of the Sunday school, youngmen oftheChristian doctrine, altar boys, and lastly the officiating priest.Many of the girls carried bluebanneretsinscribedwith theraono»raniof Our Lady, andmany of theboys carried small pink fla^s. TheChildren of Mary walked immediately in front of abannerof theMessed Virgin borne byoneof their number,andin the rearof thethe procession, just in frontof thepriest,four youngmenbore upontheir shoulders a statue of her in whose honour thedemonstrationwas made. During the procession the Children of Mary saneseveral
hymns, and the Litany ofLoretto. After theprocessionhadreturnedto the church, benedictionofthe Blessed Sacrament wasgiven. Thisterminated a ceremonywhichmusthavegiven the greatest pleasure
■and edification toall whowitnessedit. The number of children whotook part in it has been estimated at »00. Itmay be- added thatthough there wasa cokl windblowing thes>unshove brightly ihirm<*the whole time.
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