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THE MONTH OF MARY IN CHRISTCHURCH.

—p——e .
Mav 21st, 1878,
THE month of May devotions at the Church of the Blessed Snerament
have becen most edifyingly observed under the direction of the inde-
Tatigable pastors, Fathers Ginnaty and McNamara,  On Sunday last
there was a gpecial demonstration in honour of the Queen of Heaven,
which deserves to be recorded in the columns of the TABLET. ‘This
was a grand procession in the Church grounds of the Sunday school
children and others. At ihree o'clock the boys from the Bunday
sclool, each wearing s bluc rosette, cnicred the chureh and were
arrayed by their tenchers on the epistle side of the nave, Nextentered
the givls of the Bunday school each wearing a red searf, who in like
magner were arrayed on the gospel side, following these came the
Young Iadies who are enrolled as Children of Mary, each Wwearing a,
blue mantle and a bridal wreath and veil. The Rev. Father
MoNawara, after a brief prayer at the high altar, ascended the pulpit
and addressed those who were about to take part in the procession, of
which be explained the meaning.  They were assembled for the first
time under the banmer of the Blessed Virgin to show their respect
and veneration for the Queen of Heaven who alone is worthy of the
title as the Mother of ear Divine Lord. They would never foroet
that day ; for his own patt he rejoiced and felt proud to see so many
assembled. They must pray that the love of God, of His Blessed
Mother and of His snints, might never he cradicated from their
hearts. They were all, in a broad sense, children of Mary,
thongh some were specially so0 unamed. As ber children they
shonid imitate her example and caltivaic her virtues: bumility,
love of God, and resignation to His will.  He called upon them to
recopnise the duty they owed to these of either sex who tanght them
the Clnistian doctrine.  Fe concluded by cxhorting them to be
obedient to their pareuts and teachers, to pray for them, to attend
Mass gvery Sunday, to keep the commandments, and, sbove all thin s,
1o avoid bal companions.  After the address was concluded the Pro-
cession left the church in the following order : the cross-bearer with
two acolytes, girls of 1he Sunday school, young ladies of the Christian
<octrine, Children of Mary, boys of the Bunday school, yourg men of
the Christian doetrine, altar boys, aud lastly the officiating prieat,
Many of the girls carried blue bannarets inseribed with the raonogram
of Our Lady, and many of the boys earried smail pink flags. “The
Children of Mary walked immedintely in front of a banner of the
Blessed Virgin horne by one of their nwmnber, and in the rear of the
ithe procession, just in front of the priest, four young men bore upon
iheir shoulders a statue of her in whose honour the demonstration
was roade.  During the procession the Children of Mary sang several
hymns, and the Litany of Loretto, Afterthe procession had returned
o the church, benediction of the Blessed Sacrament was given, This
lerminated a ecremony whick must have given the greatest pleasure
4nd edifieation to all who witnessed it. The number of children who
took part in it has been estimated ab 500, It may be added that
thongh there was a cold wind blowing the sun shone brightly during
the whole time,
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CHRISTCHURCH CATHOLIC YOUNQG MEN'S
SOCIETY.
_— .
Christchure™, May 25, 1878,

NoME of the young men here, seeing the advantages derived by
their co-religionists of Wellington and Dunedin from the establish-
ment of Chtholic Literary Sovieties in these towns, have not been
slow in following the excellent examples shown them by these ener-
getie yonng men, but have inangurated a society that bids fair tao
hecome an Lionony 10 its projectors, nnd « source of interest and use-
tulness to all connoeted with it.

Though still in what may be termed soclety infancy, and subject
1o the intirmities of that tender period of existener, it may be gaid to
be a musling of wonderful strength and growth, secing that it alrendy
numbers forty-six members, oficers included ; and, as long as in-
structicn or intellectun]l amusement are desived by the Catholics of
Christehureh, so long may the well-wishers of the society confidently
cxpect to sec nsteady inerease in the list of members’ names.

Already the RBoelety has received its first instalment of books for
the formation of a cirenlating library, and, if these be a fair sample
of the works it is intended to till the shelves with, it is evident from
the cheiceness of sciection that the Society purpose having a really
gogd and useful library, one that will be an immense hoon to the
members, and, I fancy, a great inducement to reading men to join
the Society nod pnrticipate in its pleasures and advantnges.

... Classes for the acquivement of various brauches of knowledge
will be formed as soon a8 convenient, and as education is of the utmost
necessity in the present age, we, as Catholics, cannot afford to neglect
any of thoscmeans within our reach that will assist in rendering ug
more competent, nat only to maintain, but to improve our position as
Catholics, and worthy members of the eominunity, As the value of
edncation appears to be thorongly appreciated by many of the mem.
bexs of the Bociety, it mny be fally expected ere long to see large and
well attended evening classes, where the members will have the ad.
vantage of enjoying the teaching of gentlemen willing and able to
instruct them,

The Socicty has also the good forlune to enjoy the services of the
Rev. Father McNamara as Spiritual Director, who is ever ready with
his eounsel and advice, and who, from the long experience be hashad
in th'e working of socicties, and the interest he takes in this may be
considered a host in himself, :

The last meeting, which took place on thé 22nd wlt,, was numer-
ously attended ; a debate arvising out of the all-impertant question of
of the day (the disagreements of England and Russia) forming the
subject of aitraction, Phis, with g capitally delivered resitation by
oue of the members, and a short but very instrueiive address from the
#piritnal Divector, in which he exhoried the members to be assiduons
in their efforts to improve their minds, and on no accouns to lose the
opportanity offered them, brought a very enjoyable evening to » close.

And now wher. the Socicty is fairly started, and with such fair
brospects before it, it cannob but be o success if it only receives the-
encouragement and support such an nndertaking deserves, And cer-
tain it is, if the Catholic youth of Chrjstchurch are animated by &
spirit of enterprise and a manly desire for improvementand advance-
ment, they will come forwnrd in still greater numbers ty join an in-
stitution where thoy will have the power of mutually conferring sueh
benefits on each other. If they have only their own interests at heart,
there is no fear but that the Society will soon attain its manhood, and
come a neble memorial of Catholic energy.

In the meantime its admirers can wish it all success, a long and
useful carear, and that it may nlways use itsutmost endeavours towards
promoting those noble ends for which it was formed ; the inerease
and extenston of n spirit of hrotherhood, piety, ahd pure morality ;
and to facilitate by mntual instruction, the educational improvement
of its memberg, '

THE DUNEDIN CATHEDRAL.

.
OX Sunday last, in 8t Josepb’s Chureh, Dunedin, hig Lordship the
Bishop, prior to reading the Bpisle and Gospel and preaching at the
11 a.m. Mass, said that hie wished to say a fow words to the congrega-~
tion relating to the building of the new cathedral. He had decided
on having it ereeted on the site hetween Smith-street and Rattray-
street, because Innd sufficient for the purpose,~—an acre at least would
be needed, was not to be had ip any eentral position, or if it were to
be found it would be sold only at & price that would place it far beyond
the reach of the Catholic congregation. The cathedral could not be
placed upon the site of the present church hecause there would not be
room there for it, The ground required forit must be 260 feet long
and 120 feet broad, and it would interfere with.the schools, which of
the two were. his Lordship believed, even more necessary than the
cathedral itself. In order to build it on this site, moreover, the earth
should be removed to the level of the street, which wonld require a
great outlay, it would also he necessary to surronnd the prescat
charch with the new building which woull oceasion endless confusion
and inconvenience, and finally they could not afford to pull down the
present churech which would be needed for schools, as it has always
been intended. If was fonnd necessary on the chosen site to sink
the foundations very deep, but this must be done in any case, 50 as to
prevent the recurrence bere of the hardship experienced by a certain
Bishop in Amerien, who had erscted a cathedral at o cost of £50,000,
but was obliged after a little time to pull it down by an order of tha
Corporation, who had sunk & strect below the level of its foundations,
and in conseguence pronounced it dangerous, The foundations here
would be Iaid wpon arches built upon pillars of conercte
which wonld rise from the rock benenth, they would mnot be
wmuch more expensive, his Lordship considered, than Tounda-
tions laid on the ground itself. The style of the building
wouldt be Gothie, it wonld bein the form of across, of which the nave
and aisles would make the stem : the transcpt the short arms, and
the chancel the head. The length of the nave and aisles would Te
80 fect, and their breadth 55 feet ; the length of the transept 100 fect,
and the total length of the church 194 feet. The leight of the buile-
ing to the ridge woull e 65 feet, and ihat of the interior to the
avoined ceiling 44 fect. Over the transept would be a central
tower which, witly its spire, would rise to a height of 1938 feet.
The main entrance would be from Smith street, where there
would be two towers 80 fect in height. The cost might be infinitely
increased by ornamentation, but the estimated sum was £26,000,
For the present, however, it was enly contemplated to build the nave
and aislos ; the aisles woulld be separated from the nave by pillars and
arches, and the whole would accommotdate 300 persons, The cost of
this part of the building, which althongh not completed, wonld. bave
a good appearance, would, perhaps, be n.b_cmt- -.!:GOOU_; of this the
congregation had promised L3000, and His Lordship had under-
taken himself to be responsible for £i500, He was not afraid to enter
upon the enterprise with such a_small svm in hand. He knew the
congregation, and judging by what they had done in the past, he felt
persuaded they would enable him to accomplish the present under-
taking. When the Bishop's house was bonght there were no funds in
hand, but the people promised to pay for it and they did so within
the specified time, and not only this, but they cven gpave some hund-
reds more than were required, so thab His Lordship had been able,
with thie surplus, to begin the Christian Brothers’ Scbools. He and
his people would begin the work ; they conld not tell who might finish
it, but they would do their part, and lsave those who came after them
to do theirs nlso. Many of the great cathedrals of Europe had been
built in this way. There were some which had been commenced cen=
turies ago, and were not yet completed. The Bishiop, in conclusion,
partionaaly requested all those who had not alveady done so, to pay
the first instalment of the sum promiscd by them towards building
the Cathedral,

Iy his sermon hefore the Episcopal Convention in Boston, on the
Oth October, Bishop Coxe, of Western New York, said :—* We are
told that the Church has always been the enemy of learning, but can
there be o more stupid slander? This argument is always backed up
by the story of the porsecution of Galileo. I will not deny that Gali-
leo was persecuted, but he was persecuted by the court of Rome, nok
by the Cliurch of Rome.  The Church has always bren the advocate
of knowledge. The court of Romo, in its persecution of Galileo, was
on the side of the scientists, for the scientists of that day were all
against Galileo. Tt was the scientists, and not the Church, that im-
posed upon the world the blandering Prolemaic system. If men will
look into the matter they will see that seience changes; the Chuavch
never, It secms to be demonstrated that in the days of Job the true
system of the wniverse was known, for th2 Pyramids, in their records,
tell this story, but the men of science, for sixtecn hundred years taught
otherwise, and beeanse the Chiureh took them at their word the Church
is blawed for it, Who broke the bonds laid by them upon men?
Bacor, a monk, scems fo have anticipated all the truths of modern
scicnce, and Copernicns, a Latin priest, threw off the chains which
had so long fettered the minds of men.



