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man,anddesires thatlieshouldprovehimself tobethatwhichhereally
is,thelordof creation. And why shouldshebe jealousof theprogress
theagehasmade by itgstudies anddiscoveries ? BaconofVerulam has
said that alittlescience removesus from God,butthat a great science
leads its possessor to Him. Ifthe Church is solicitouslest harmbe
done by vainmen, who think they havegraspedallbecause theyhave
touched lightly upon all, she is full of confidence towards those_ who
apply their intelligence instudying natureseriously andprofoundly.
If any savantstrays from God, itis asign thathisheart wasalready
contaminated. Heis anAtheist inspiteof science. Copernicus was
profoundly religious ;Kepler thanks God for the joyheexperienced
in contemplating theworksof his hands;Galileo foundHoly Scrip-
ture andnature to exhibitequally the work of God. Linnseuswas so
movedby his study of nature thathepraised Godinwordsthatsound
likeapsalm;Fontenellesays thattheimportance of the study ofthe
physical sciences liesinits elevatingus toa more perfectidea of the
Author of the Universe, and reviving inour dark spirits the senti-
ments of admiration and veneration due toHim; AlexanderYolta
wasa sincere Catholic,andtoFaradayunbelievers wereinsupportable.
Such are the effects of science,andsuch the reasonswhynoreflecting
manis deceivedby thepretence thatthe Church viewswithsuspicion
thestudy of nature. Yousee, then,how hurtfula thing itisto com-
bat Holy Church under the pretence of favo'iring the interests of
civilization. Butit is not sufficient thatlabourbe ennobledandsancti«
fled,and thatman continually extend his empire over nature and
bendit tohisservice. We must alsorememberthat a greatnumber
of our fellow menareunable, owingto circumstances, togainaliveli-
hoodby any speciesof labour. Itwouldbe a horrible spectacle if
theseunfortunate oneswereexcludedfromthemovementcalledcivili-
zation. Paganism had a way of getting rid of its infirm classes.
Modern admirers of Pagan civilization would do well to recallto
themselveswhat this method was. From the first the Church took
care toamelioratethe condition of the unfortunate. She was not
content with establishing asylums andhospitals, she plantedin the
hearts of her children the Divine virtue of self-sacrifice. There is
not a cornerof the earthwhere there arenot tobe seen persons who
have renounced all worldly goods to consecrate themselvestothe
service of theneedy of everykind. What is the objectofwaragainst
the Church1 To throw men down to thelowliness of labour taken
as their supreme end,adoptedas aninstrument by which toelevate
themselves above thebowedheadsofothermen,andupon theirbodies
trampled beneaththeir feet, What is this modern civilizationwhich,

condemnsthe Church, and with which theChurch's august chief, the
infalliblemaster of the faithful,declares nothing canbehadincom*
mon. Itis a civilization which woulddestroy the Church,andall
the good with which she has enriched us,— a spuriousthing which
has nothing of civilizationbut thename,and whichis theperfidious
and implacable enemy of true civilization, It is a calumny that
the Church has an aversion for the arts and the sciences, or_ for
the study of nature and her forces. The Fathers of the Vatican
Council teach that the Church aids and encourages the arts and
human sciences. She admits that thesciences, as they comefrom
God, can,if they be treatedas they shouldbe,withtheDivinegrace
leadto God. She condemns the science whichdeifieshuman reason,"
the science which in vainseeks todestroyBiblical cosmogeny, and
debasesman to the levelof thebrute. Do not be seducedby those
who approachyouwith flatteryanddeceivingwords. The factsme
there toshow where thisinsensate struggleagainst theChurch, inthe
nameof civilization,has ledus. We seemultitudeswhohavelost that
hopeinthefuture, which is a consolation faith gives to theunfor-
tunate. We seeasmallnumber of themonwhomfortunehas smiled,
whohave not theleast sparkof charity intheir hearts, andareatten-
tiveonly tohoardupmoney andenjoy thepleasuresof life. On one
side men trembling in despairandseemingly reducedto the savage
state; or the other oscene joys, dances and feastswhichexcitethe
indignation of thepoor man, whohas notbeenhelped,andprovoke
the chastisementsof Heaven. See1 whatwehavegained. Seewhat
is to be expected from this waragainst the Churchin thename of
civilization, and which threatens to plunge us againintobarbarism.
Itwouldseemthat Godhas raisedup this greatPontiff toprotectthe
working-man, now when che war has openly commenced between,

capital and labour. The enemies of theChurchhavealready cried
out that PopeLeo is formidable,because itis believedthathemay
rally aroundthe standardof the Church the populaceofEurope. But;

such a war cryas that we havenowlistenedtohas initnothing for-
midableto thegood. Ifhe whohas uttereditbepermittedtostand
betweenthe employer and the employed,anewerahas dawnedupon,
the world, and the "Light inHeaven" vrillsoften the glareofthe
richman'shome, andgladden thehearthof thepoorman.

Me. Geokob Vesey Stewabtina letter addressedfromIreland
tohis settlers atKatikati,through thecolumnsof theBay ofPlenty
Times, thus expresseshimself :—

"Judge Keogh has just delivereda
most remarkable chargetothe County LondonderryGrandJury. Mr.
Sullivanandsoiae Home Rule orrebelmembershave takenexception
toitin theHouse of Parliament,andas the worthyJudge is a Catho-
lic they onlyshow thatunfortunate religious bigotry which has ever
been,andeverwillbe,thebane of this unfortunate country." The
charge alluded to is certainly as Mr. Stewartsays,amost remarkable
one. Itsbeing deliveredfrom the judicial benchmakesit so. Had
itbeenspoutedby anOrange demagogue froman invertedbarrel in
the street,it wouldhavebeen quitecommonplace andcommc ilfcvut,
but,emanating from the seat which is supposed to be occupiedby
justice, and whereinflammatory politics are strangely out of place,
noutterancecould well bemoreremarkable. Here is themost offen-
sive portion of it, worthy,indeed, though not of a Judge, of

"
So-

help-mc-GodKeogh." "But turning from thosewho areengaged in
that whichthey choose> to call a commemoration, if words of mine

piness in the next life, yet also assures our happiness on this
earth." Labouris consideredas a Bource of prosperity. Its lowest
form,manual labour, and its highest form, the study of naturein
order toknowitsforces andtoapply, them to the uses vof life,have
been most of allencouragedby the Church. Labour has everbeen,
andis still,despised wherever Christianity has not been or is not
known, Aristotle and Plato despised it. The Greeks refused to
labourers thename of citizen, and ranked ttuan as slaves. Cicero
lookeduponlabourersandskilled workmen as barbarians. Terence
shows thatto liverespected atRome it was necessary to leadanidle
life. Juvenalsaysthe occupationmostdear to free was "To
cringe, to fawn onthe richin order to obtain breadandsanguinary
amusements." Tacitus describes the ancient Germans as holding
labour in horror; and to-day we see the same amongst non-
Christianpeoples. In India a Brahmin is defiledif he touches a
Pariah. The savages of North America leave labour totheir women,
vhoare treated as slaves. "Evenamongst ourselves," says a writer
in theRevuedesDeuxMotides,"whohave neverthelessarrivedat so
great a degree of culture, labour is scarcely honoured except in.
words,and although the rich are toadied to, small countenance is
givento those whose hands are hardened with the instruments of j
labour." Amongst Christians, on the contrary, from the very first
labour was greatly honoured. Jesus Christ had been subject to a
poor artizan,anddid not blush at using His blessed hands in the
workshopofNazareth. TheApostles desired to support themselves
bylabour. The Fathers recommended andexaltedit. St. Augustine
andSt. Ambroseextolitsutility. St. Chrysostom saysitservesalso
as anexercisefor fortifyingourmoralnature. Allbeautifulandtrue
thoughts oflabour havecome from the bosom of the Church. The
Churchusedher influence tohave these thoughts embodied indeeds
and institutions. Monachismarose, consecrated to labour;hutto-
day wehaveforgottenits origin, andhow deeply civilization is in-
debtedtoit. But'iflabour is asourceof wealth, and publicwealth
a sign of civilization, and of human perfection in the relation of
exteriorandphysical well-being, no one can doubt thatthe Church
has historically incontestablerights to the acknowledgments of all
men, and thata struggleundertaken against it in the name and in
the interestsof civilizationwouldbe as foolishas it wouldbeunjust.
Will any oneabandon, the Church affirming it to be incapable of
favouring civilization and promoting progress? Let him consult
first thehistory of society inItaly. Noman of goodsense willhare
theaudacitytomaintainthat in theworks of political and industrial
grandeur vremodems areon theroa:l tosurpassourCatholicfathers.
Venice,Genoa,Lucca, Pisa,Florence, and other communesandpro-
vinces of Italy,when they werefull of faith,possessedapower which,
considering the times and the imperfect means of the epoch,- sur-
passed that of the most flourishing modern nations. Their flags
floatedabroadin reverenceand honour, and the peopledidnot re-
maininactive athome. They cultivatedthe arts, and theirnegotia-
tionsincreased by all honest means the public and private wealth.
Lucrative work was furnished to manufacturers and labourers,and
foreigngold andtrade drawntoour markets. From this came the
luxury condemnedby Dante andothers. Luxury increased, and the
splendourof the fine arts. The names of Giotto, Arnolfo, Brunel-
leschi, Raphael, Titian, Vignola, Palladio,and a great number of
others, worthilycrown thepicture representing theprogress ofcivili-
zationinasociety which was not obliged to break away from its
attachmenttothe Church, andbecome unbelieving to keep_ up with
themarchofprogress, andaddcharm and comfort to its life. But
the Church,has the additionalmerit of having kept menwithinthe
boundsof reason,andpreventedanexcessiveloveof labour. The un-
believingmodern schoolsof political economy consider labour as the
chief endof man,andmanhimself a machinevaluable accordingas
he is moreor less productive:hence the slight regard for morality,
andthe abuse of the poor and feeble. What complaints have we
heardevenin countries reputed at the head of civilization on the
subject of the longhoursof labour enforced there. When we view
many facts relatedby lips that cannotbe suspected,itis impossible to
repress feelings of indignation against those whodream of confiding
tosuch barbarians the hopes of civilization, which they pretendto
favour. This intemperate labour ruins not only the body, but the
soul also. Thelife of the spirit grows weakin thesepoor victims of
labouroncemorebecome Pagan. All that elevatesmancomes tobe
forgottenby them,andall that inmanbelongs tobrutalpassionsand
animalinstinctsis left without a curb. These partisans of civiliza-
tion,separatedfromthe Church and from God, would throw us back
many centuries, to thatstateof things that prevailedwhenJuvenal
wrotethat thehuman race lived only for the amusement of a few
citizens. The Church only can. throw off this incubus. She breaks
thecontinuity of labour by the rest of Sunday and the Christian

.feasts, whenthepoor labourer realizesthatGod has not createdhim
toremain tieddown eternallytomerematerialthings,buttobetheir
master. The war declared in the name of civilization,by thesects
and infidels against Holy Church is unjust, for she only puts into
practicethe conditionsby whichmanis perfectedinhisphysical and
materialrelations. Civilizationnot only has nothing to fear from
the Church,butithas everything tohope for fromher aid. Science
has foundout many forces innature, which were either unknown to
manor had escapedhis rule. These discoveries are excellent,butthe
infidelshave wished touse them as a weapon with which to strike
the Church, as if they weremadeinspiteof her. To give colour to
this odious calumny thepretextis set forththatthe Churchinsinuates
intohearts a mysterious horror of earthly things, whenceitis con-
cluded thatif somegood should result from this progressitis due to
therevoltof what is called themodern spirit against the Church.
Thereis nomoreabsurd and xmfoundedaccusation. Nothing canbe
desired by theChurch moreardently than the glory of God, andthe
perfect knowledgeofHim■whichis acquiredby astudy_ ofHis works.
Iftheuniverse is abook oneachpage of which is writtenthename
and wisdomof God, theman will have more love for,andapproach
nearer to, God, whoreads moreclosely andintelligently in thisbook.
He who holds that the Church obstinately keeps this book closed
mustknow nothing of theburning zeal thatpossesses herbosom. But
theChiu-cbisnotonly filledwith heloveof God. Shealsoloves
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