
Who says thatwe arenot prepared to fight the Eussians1 It
is to behopedthey havenot got their spiesat workhere,for if they
onlyhear of the valour that is■brimmingoveramongstus andoomng

in all directions
—

not through the"topsof ourfingers," "butin
regular clown-right hardknocks, they'llbe verysuretosteer clear,at
least of Dunedin,

—
and, in fact,it wouldbe aperfect relief tous to

geta lick at them. The echoesof thewhacksso valorously bestowed
by Mr. Logan, Junr. hare hardly died away amongstus, whenwe
have another member of our upperten thousandmaking the welkin
ringwith the sound of hisfisticuffs,anddoinghisverybestto "punch
thehead," of a stalwart foe. Itmakes onefeel quitecomfortablein
these threatening timesto know that-weare surroundedby a whole
broodof game-cocks that areonlylonging for an opportunity to show
fight. Those of us whoarepeaceablydisposed,ifindeedtherebeany
such amongst us, which we nowincline todoubt, -willhavenothing
todo by-and-byebuthide their headsin theblankets and leave our
fiery Hectors to battle it out on their behalf. The very lawyers
themselves throw down their briefs and theirumbrellasin themud,
in order to havearound at thenoble art;and, if wemay judge by
the signs of the times,it willnot belong ereourmagistrates joinin
the melee. Itevidently has apowerful, andperhapseven anirresist-
ible,attractionfortheBench. Meantime ourvocabulary hasreceived
a most valuable addition, "Thorough Blackguard," and "Insolent
Scoundrel," are most choice expressions, and we may frequently
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have occasion to' employvjhem. Wefjp. coure, had been for some
time acquainted with" them, and evenwith thecharacters described
by them;itis impossible togo throughlife without acquiringagood
dealof knowledge wij&nit-might perhapsbebliss nottopossess. But,
the fact is, we > did not-untilnowknow thatthese wereterms fitfor
polished lipstoutter;itseems,however,thatthey areso. A learned
memberof theBar ofNew Zealandhas not scrupledtoemploy them>
and,whatis more,theMagisterialBenchhaspronouncedhimperfectly
excusable inhaving done so.

"
For such conduct,"saidJ.N-Watt,

Bsq,, R.M., referring to^Mr. Millar'shaving stoppedMi.Denniston
in the street and complfanpd of his action in a certain case,
"Mr. Denniston had no means of obtaining legal redress,
andcouldbe pardonedfor using the language he had done" His
Worship added, indeed, that " the defendant might have laid an
informationagainstMr.Denniston for insultinglanguage,buthehad
taken the law into his ownhands." Still itmaynotunreasonably
be asked what -would have laeen theuse of Mr. Millar'slaying this
informationif theResidentMagistrate werepreparedtoconeider the
language complained of excusable? This, however, is beside the
question; what we are concerned with is thatwehavegained two
strong expressipns which it may be convenient for us by-and-bye

\to use.
"Thoroughblackguard," and " insolent scoundrel," are

parliamentary. Will our readersrememberthis, sothathereafter,if
wecome touseeither the one orthe other,or itmaybebothtogether,
they shallnot consider themselvesentitledtosaywespeakscurrilously
or expressourselvesby anymeansinanungentlemanlymanner. And,
moreover, we haveto informany onetowardswhomitmay seemfit
tous toemploy these terms, thatinreturn they must not attempt to
lay a finger onus, otherwise they willsubject themselvesto having
their heads punched "as severely as possible," and tobeing fined
into thebargain. Truly our educationis beingperfectedby theBar
of New Zealand, and aswe learnedfrom Mr.Haggitt's defence that"personalviolence," on oneattacking by wordonly,is occasionally
commendable, so now we learn fromMr.Denniston's examplethat
disgraceful languageis excusable,andthe sealis set upon our know-
ledgeby theapprobationof theBench.

OME fourteen years agoithappenedtous tobepresent
in a Parisian salon into which there entered a lady,
whom circumstanceshadrenderedan authorityonmat-
ters then passing at theTuileries. Shecameinsmiling
and said she, "Ihaveheard themostridiculousstory.
Some one or another has invented a tale about the
Empress, and reported that she appeared at theball
last night in a tunic of peacock's feathers thathardly

reachedlower thanherknees. Her Majesty's dress reallywasamore
than ordinarily plain one of blackvelvet,butyou'll find thatshe'll
figure as emulating Juno in every oneof theEnglishpapers." It
turnedout exactly as this ladysaid, andinabout sixmonthsafter we
heard the canard advanced to theprejudice ofher ImperialMajesty
inaremotevillage of anEnglish northern county. The staidfolkin
"whose house we then wereupliftedhands andeyesinreprobationof
the dreadful "woman who appearedpublicly in thescant attire ofa
goddess, and all stuck overwith the feathers of amostgaudy and
conceitedbird. They wouldnotbepersuadedthat the thing was a
mere invention,and, for aught we knowto thecontrary,may tothis
day believethat the catastropheof Sedanwas the reward righteously
bestowed onsuch goings on. "We, however,havebeenadmonishedby
tins little episode ofthe trustthatitis often fit toplacein thefacts
chronicled by the foreigncorrespondentsof the English Press. A
story somewhat of the samenature we takeitis thatsaidnow tobe
related by the Count de Pallikao, who, theysay, affirms that the
Empress took adislike tohimbecause of adisappointment causedto
herfrom areportwhicharose thathe wasbringing toher fromChina
a chaplet of black pearlsof untoldvalue,butwhichprovedtobe a
merecuriosity, andofnointrinsicworth. Does Pallikao hold that
his presence must of necessity be delightful to all thosewho have
experience of it? We, indeed,think itplain thatif under existing
circumstances he has written this taleattributedtohim theremust
certainly be something dislikable about him, even independentof
black pearls. We think,moreover, thatit is excessivelyunlikely a
high andnoblelady, suchas theEmpressEugenic, couldbeinfluenced
in likings ordislikingsby suchpaltryconsiderationsas this. We think
itespecially unlikely becauseshe is known tohavesold jewels to the
valueof £25,000, and which wereotherwise preciousthrough associa-
tion, in order that she might obtain money to foundacharitable
institution, and likewise because, taken all inall,anobler Queenor
Empress there never sat upon the throne of France,with theexcep-
tion alone itmaybeof one ortwo who were saintsor verynearly so.

The Lenten Pastoral addressed last year to the clergy and
peopleof Perugiaby\>heir Cardinal Archbishop, the presentPope,
has recently exciteda considerable degree of attentioneverywhere.
Itis indeed aremarkable utterance, distinguished alike for learning,
thought,andpiety,andismost deserving of study. It is very de-
sirable thatitshouldberead inits entirety by readersof all classes,
but,as weknow thatmany persons are deterred fromreadinggrave
documentswhen they appear ofany length,wehaveundertaken togive
anabstract of it, in order to bring its principal points withinthe
easyreachof allwhoperuse our columns. The subject thenchosen
byHisEminence was "Civilization, and the relationborneby itto
theChurch." Civilization,in whoseinterestsitis saidthatchurches
andministersmustbelimited, andplacesof sinmultiplied;thatde-
mands tasteless andshameless plays;in whose name are practised
shameful usuryand dishonest games. Inwhose name also a filthy
Press debases the mind, and prostituted ait defiles the eye and
corrupts theheart. Societyprogresses,andtendstowards perfection.
Manmsocietygoes on towardsperfection in threepointsofview—
his physical well-being,his moral relations with his fellows,and his
political conditions. The differentdegrees ofthissuccessive develop-
ment towhichmenunitedinsociety attainarecivilization. Butisit
truethatcivilizationcannot"bearitsfruitsina societywhichlives inthe
spiritof Jesus Christ,and inthe midst ofwhichthe Catholic Church
speakswith thevoice of amother andmistress? Will amanbe con-
demnednot tomix inthe societyof those who rejoiceincivilization
inthephysical, moral,andreligious orders, unless heis rebelliousto
the Church,andif hedoes notrepudiateher1 Itis easy for menof
good-will if they reflectcalmly, and make animpartialresearch into
facts toanswer this questiontriumphantly for theChurch. The sub-
ject, however,is tooextensive to be treated of in a pastoralletter.
Part of itonly canbetakenup,andthatpartisaview ofcivilization
inrespect to themannerinwhichit realizes the conditions by which
manisperfectionatedunder thephysicalandmoralrelation. Thispoint
of viewisthe most important,because of the disorderedtendency of
our epoch, which is chiefly pre-occupied with things that regard
merely temporalscience and results. Wouldit, then,bepossiblefor
a man, while following the teaching of the Church, to attain
to that degree of civilization he might attain to were he
independent of the Church ? Montesquieu gives the answer.
("JSsjyrib des Lots," 24, III.) "Admirable thing! The Chris-
tian Beligioß, which, seeming to have at heart only our bap-
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