
TOUCHING THEEDUCATION QUESTION.

Friday,May 24,1878.

CONVENT SCHOOLS, ONEHUNGA.
(2T.Z. Herald.May 9th.)

The annualexaminationof theRoman Catholic schools at Onehungahas beeninprogressduring the last twodays, andthe interestmani-festedby the inhabitants, shewnby the largeattendances of parentsand friends oneach occasion, must have been excessively gratifyingto theRev. Father Paul and to those interestedin theprogress ofthisbranch of education. Thegroundssurrounding the churchandcon-vent are plantedwithchoice trees,andcontainflower-plats,&c. Thepathsareinexcellent order. Infact, itis aperfect pleasureground,
evincingcultivated tasteand constant attention, and the surround-
ings, as well as the buildings, reflect credit on Father Paul, thepastor,whohas been in charge of the parish for the last twenty
years. J

The examinations were commenced on Tuesday morning withtheboys'school,whichis under the charge of Mr.Honau. Therearefifty boys attending this school, andin order to meet requirements,anassistant teacher has been appointed. At the examination, theVeryRev.FatherFynespresided;and there werealso present theRev. Fathers Macdonald, O'Hara, and Paul, besides a very largenumber offriends of thepupils. They wereexaminedon subjects ofChristian doctrine, geography, grammar, arithmetic, &c, andspeci-mensof their writing wereexhibited. Recitations andreadings were
givenby the scholars,andallpresentseemed tobepleasedwith their
proficiency. A presentation of prizes followed. Every pupil re-ceiveda prizeinorder of merit. The examinationof the St.Joseph's
Girls School, whichis conductedby the Sisters'ofMercy, fpllowcdinthe exhibition hall, a large building erected in front of the oldschool-room. (This school las an attendance of 60 pupils.) The
examinationsof the various classes, which wereinterspersedby vocaland instrumentalmusic, wereverysatisfactory, andadistributionof
prizes,in which eachpupilparticipated,followed. The pupils wereneatly dressed,andthe general effect was not only interesting but

!picturesque. The rev.chairmanhighly complimented the pupilsoa
tne mannerin which they hadacquitted themselves.

The examinationwas resumed yesterday in the Select Softool.The sameclergymen werepresent. The number of pupilsattendingthe school is 35 of all denominations. The exhibition hall wasdecoratedwithpaintings,needle and crochet-work,and other usefulandornamental materials, the work of the pupils, and the paintingsespecially were of ahigh orderof merit. At this examination therewerenumerous visitors from Auckland present, including Mr, J.A.Tole,M.H.R.,Mr. D. A. Tole, and otheis. The pupils exhibitedamarked degreeof intelligencein theordinary courses of education
—

history, arithmetic, geognphy, grammar, &c,
—

but in the higherscientificbranches they showeda proficiencywhich wasremarkable.
iOne coursein which the pupils have paid careful attention to the
advice of their instructors"is scientific knowledge.' The subjectsofelectricity and telegraphy have received careful attention, the in-structorbeing theRev.Father Paul. Therev.pastorhas,athis 6wncharge,providedacompleteelectrical machine anda fulltelegraphic
apparatus. The examination,yesterday,was illustrated by a descrip-
tion of thevariouspartsof those machines, and, at the close, abouthalf-a-dozenof the pupils exhibited their proficiency by readingmessages by sound transmitted by an Auckland operator. At theexaminationa drama was performedby themore advancedscholars.

The careandart evincedinmake-upanddress werehighly 'credit-able,and theelocution was by no meansfaulty. The intervalswerefilledup by musical selections. Sojic of thesix-handedperformances— twopianosanda harmonium
—

werereally excellent, So also werethe songs andsolos. The prizes contributed by Mr. J. A.Tole incl-uded two handsomesilvercrosses andanillustratededition of Moore'spoems. Mr. Mclntyre gave prizes to the value of £2 ss. and theMayor tothe value of £1, with the promise of increased prizes for
next examination. The rev. chairman gavean encouraging address
to the pupils, making special reference to the incessant labours ofFatherPaul, anddistributed theprizesas follows :—:

—
Fikst Class.

—
Miss Dickey, Ist prize, conduct and composi-

tion;MissDonovan, 2nd prize, catechism;Miss McMahon, work;Miss Williams, general improvement:Miss Shaldrick, writing;
Miss Broadfoot, geography;Miss Bolen, parsing; Sfiss Honan,
mental arithmetic; Miss White, biography; Bliss Dalv, history;MissMoran,mechanics.

Second Class.— Miss Mulkcre.music;Miss A. Mulkere, arith-metic; Miss Worsp, grammar: Miss F. Dickey, tables;Mies J.
Worsp, generalimprovement;Miss Berry, English history;Miss C.
Berry, Christian Brothers' geography ;Miss Keahan, .arithmetic;Miss Cullen, regular attendance; Miss Keane, reading;Miss Gall,
obedience;MissM.Moran,spelling; MissHutchinson,encouragement.Third Class.— Miss Hand, general improvement; Miss"Piccard,neatness;Miss O'Brien,encouragement;Miss Pittar, neat-ness; Miss E.Pittar,obedience.The first prize for telegraphy, a handsomely bound encycl,o-pnedia^ of science, was presented to Miss Dickey;and the second,Moore's poeticalworks, toMiss Williams. Inregard to the electricaltelegraphic instrumentsused, they are all of NewZealandworkman-
ship,andareveryefficient.

Wedip the following letterwrittenby the KeyFatherColeman fromthe Oamaru Au-ntnr/ Mailof the 15th inst.Itwill be seen from it
that the Catholics of Oamaruare settinga noble example to theirco-religiouists throughout the colony :—:

—
xi*?. Monday night's Mall a letter appearedsigned "A Roman■Catholic. _ Inreference to itpermitme to saya few words.

*

Iadmit that the statementsmade inthat letter are true. Itistrue that the Governmentis treatingus unjustly, cruelly, by forcingus to paymoney for schoolsof whichconscience forbids us to availourselves, and then lo refuse any share of thatmoney for our ownschools. Itis true that welook on thoseCatholics whouse thesecularschoolswhereCatholicsschoolsarcestablishedaslow,unprincipledpeo-plewhosacrifice conscienceandthesoulsof theirchildrenfor baselucre;or, as "A Roman Catholic" put it, welook upon such personsassoupers of the lowest type. "
A RomanCatholic

"
drew a comparisonbetweentheIrishsoupers and thosenominarCatholicswhousethesec-ular schools,and tomy view,theconclusion iscorrect;butheomittedtoadd that theIrishsoupers werefedwith soup andmeatgiven themm exchange for their religious convictions, but purchased by themoney of ProtestantBible Societies;whereashere, in this country,

the money is forced out of the pockets of Catholics, andis thenmadeuse of tohelp the unprincipled and slavish portion of theCatholicpeople to abandon their faith and to expose their childrento theimminent danger of neverhaving thatfaith, and, aswebelieve,bring-
ingeternal ruin onthemselves and their unfortunate children.'

°
Itis also tree thatMr. Shrimskihas expressedhimself as anad-vocateof the secular education system, andhas declaredhis hope toseeCatholics availing themselves of that system. The reply seemsto"lit0 * '*houShtraoand forcible. If Mr. Shrimski was awareot the tact that it is religious convictionandconscience whichmakeusreject the secular system and cling toeducationunder theguidanceotouireligion— ifheknew thateveryhonestandconscientiousCatholicwouldsacrifice his own life andthatof hisoffspringrather than giveup his faith andobedienceto the Catholic Church,Iam of opinionour respectedfellow-citizenwould neverhavemade anylight allusionsto us,or expressedhis hope thatwe wouldabandon principles thatare<learer tous thanlife.
Of course, ashe proclaims himselfanadvocate ofa system tb.ntoppresses us, no honest Catholic canvote for him. Nevertheless hewillnot ceasetohavetheesteem ofthe Catholicbody, formenofworthand goodness deserve Avell of their fellov-beings;andImust beartestimony totheiact thatMr. Shrimskiis everamongthefirst toshare

inany worklor thepublic good. He hada large,eventhe principal,.share inestablishing ourHospital,Mechanic'sInstitute,andour excel-lent harbor, bothby hisinfluence andby his largecontributions;and"even when the Catholics require helpfor church or schools or anychanty. Mr. Shmnski iseverreadywithhis contribution. And,more-over,now,whenheis advocating secular educationhe gaveme ,fiveor six weeks since,L5ss.to establish ChristianBrothers in this town.Indue time,Iintendthanking him and ourfellow-colonistswhohelp■us inthe sameway. ButifMr. Shrimski gaveus allhepossessesritwouldnot makeus abandonprinciples:and onprincipleeveryCatholicwill refuse him,andeveryonelikehim,allaid when seeking torepre-sent,us again. ° l

Now, asIamoti this subject, allow meto add thatIdeprecateletter-writing:ami speechestending toarouse bitter feelings between classand class, thereforeit wouldhavebeen well ifMr. Shrimskihad notspokenof us as he did;butas hedid so,Ican scarcely blame"Alioman Catholic forreplying to him. Batatthe same time Ithinkit wouldhave teen better he didnot reply, for thereply,or any reply
>n word*, ibof verylittle use. The reply that we Cauholicsmustgiveto all such statements and speeches is an unceasingpracticalefforttomaintainourschools, anda determined resolution, provedby realwork, toestablishfirst-classCatholic,and,therefore,ChristianschoolsItwe proveby aperseveringconsistent course that wo arehonest amiconscientious iawhat we are doing,Iam persuaded wewill get,eveniiom those who differ from us,alargesupport and generous help toestablish ourownschools. Infact,Inowstate publicly for the firsttime that weCatholicsherein Oamarudistrict are pursuing a coursethat is winningfor us the sympathy and pecuniary aid of manygenerouspersons who differ fromusinoiir viewseven oneducationbut whohelp us because they see the earnestness with which theirCatholic fellow-citizens are working. We have already secured asum of over £800, collected in thisdistrict from all classes withinthe last two years,for thepurpose ofestablishingChristianBrothersinthis town. We will require at least as much more to enable us tocarryout the intended work,butwe have not the slightest fear butthat we shall have therequired amount intime ;infact, within fourmonths from ibis day we wouldhaveeverything ready for theChris-tian Brothers if they werepreparedtocoaie. Unfortunately itisnotmoney or means that are wanting, but the men. The calls aresomany on this noble and devoted Christian Society that it isutterly impossible for them tomeetevery demand;but,according toagreementalready entered into, we shall get them when our turnconies,andwe shall be prepared when they are ready. Thus, MrEditor,Ithink we areby our work provingthat Mr.Shrimski'shopesot seeingCatholics makinguse of theGovernmentsecular schoolsaregroundless, andthathe will soon learn thatwhat weare doing is nosolitary instance of thedeterminationof allhonest Catholicsnot touse the "souper" schools. Whether the Government makes anychange inthe laws or not, Catholic schools will be establishedandmaintained, andIthink if Iasked members of the GovernmentforhelpIwouldgetit. Igotit fromtheiradvocate,Mr.Shrimski, andIknowhe will giveagain when asked. Finally, would it not be wellfox theGovernmentto give theCatholicsa share of the moneyforcedrrom them, so that the Governmentmay have control over theseschools, and theCatholicsmay be content thataspiritofemulationmaybeencouragedbetween the several schools, that thus educationmay bepromoted withoutbitternessorpartyspirit,butall of usmayco-operatem promoting the general welfare of the inhabitants ofthese islands, where everything except this education difficulty pro-mises thebrightest future.—lam,&c, War. Coleman

In an article on "
The Celt of Wales and Ireland," inarecentnumber of the CornJull 3taga:\ne,there occurs thefollowingdiscri-mination between the Celt and the Saxon.

— "The -whole mentalmachinery of the Welsh andIrishseemsbetter oiled than thatof theSaxon. Theycatch anidea asa goodplayer catchesashuttlecock;and the speaker is nevercalledupon, inthe ineffably tiresome way
so commoninEngland, torepeathisremark thathis auditor may beenabled to swallow and digest it before he replies. The retortcomes sharp and quick as the snap of arevolver. Anger,pleasuretears, and laughter, follow the flash whichgives occasion tothem'and do not go onrumbling inEnglish fashion three loinutesafter-wards. The Celt may deserve sometimes to be called indiscreetwrong-headed, and scatter-brained ; but no one could everdreamof applyingtohim theepithetsof dullard,Boeotian,clodpole,numb-skull,or dunderhead. Hemay be silly,butheis neverbeef-witted."
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