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been the consequence of siv hasystem pursued.withTelentlessperti-
nacity for twohundredand fifty.years? Thus debarred fromevery
other trade arid industry, the entire nation flung itself back upon'the land? .]. . Butevenhereagain the differenceofrace,creed,
andclass legislationplaced theprincipalinterestnow left,thatof the
tillerof thesoil, andthemanwho claims the soilas his property,in
positionsof relative suspicion and antagonism, until even this last
resource fails to yield foodandshelter to a people so highly gifted
andso industrious,andnothing remains for themtopreserve lifebut
tohurry awayenmasse tootherlands." TheIreland,' of tp-day pre-
sents to her peoplecontinually thememoryof thesewrongs,andun-
fortunately, likewise,reminds them that the spirit which prompted
themhasby nomeans diedaway. An alliancebetween Ireland, or
betweenanybody of Irishmen, and Russia would be amostunholy
alliance. We shouldverydeeply deploreit,and verystronglydo.we
deprecateit. Unless, however, someeffectualstepsbetaken to pre-
vent it,and themost effectual wouldbe themanifestationon thepart
of the British Governmentof adispositionto atone for the past by
the concession of Home Rule, we can not with truth saythat we
regarditasimpossible.

Thereis a littlebitof a weeklyinDunedincalledtheChristian
Mecord. Itis a production, of the mostnarrowkind, a mawkish
chronicle of sectariansmall beer,and thoroughly contemptibleeven,
from aliterarypoint of view. "We areacquaintedwiththething, and
occasionally look through its columns to see whatmaybethe line
taken by its peculiar twaddle fromweek to week;andtodo these
columns justice although we often,findthem filledwithfolly, thereis
not often to be found in them anything decided enoughtobemis-
chievous. Whether itbe, however,that the visit of Dr. Somerville-
has revived the editor of this journal of which we speak, so
that he has been favoured with an extra conversion and
actually overflows with evangelicalism, we know not. We
do know that he last week published a leader as distinguished
for spite and mischief as it is for stupidity, in which it
is,at the same time, quiteamatchfor any of its forerunners. The
fact appearstobe thatthe latereceptionof Sistersinto the Order of
St. Dominic in Dunedin has caused a wild commotion incertain
quarters. Here havethesepeopleand theirkindbeendeclaring for
the last three hundred years that Rome was on the last
gasp, but Rome has kept growing all the time, and is now
asfresh and vigorous as she ever was. Itis a distractingsight,
and itcertainly appearsto havedrivenour Editor out of his wits, or
henever would have tried tobreedill feelingbetweencolonistand
colonist,now at a crisis whenitmay possibly happenthatsorp need
mayarise for theirclose unionandco-operation. Itis aqueer time
for him to attack the Irish when a periodis about toopen during
whichthe Irishmaybe called upon toaid in defending the colony,
not only against a foreign enemy, butevenagainstabody of their
own fellow countrymen. This is the policy ofa fool, butthebigot
and the foolgo everhandinliand. He begins his article, then,by
reference to the * Taking the Veil' at St. Joseph'sChurch,andgoes
on to speakof thenumber of Catholicswho arc now coming to the
colony,probably assisted by friends whohave takenadvantageof the
Government regulations,and thenhe says

"Itwouldbe wellif Pro-
testantsshowed equalzeal inmakinguseof thesamefacilities. Other-
wiseit is evidentthat atthepresentrateof increase,Protestantsmay
by-and-byc wake up to discover that they areout-numberedby the
sworn subjects of the Pope, who have nowhere"in thepastshown
themselves trustworthy supportersof that religiousliberty whichwe
prizeso highly. LetProtestants, then, take thehint intime. Itis
lawful to learnevenfromanenemy." Irish Catholics,then, arethe
enemies,not ofProtestantism,but ofProtestants. This is the first
time we haveheard this fact, andnowthat we dohearit wedonot
believeit. Itis simply a falsehood. There is,however,anotherfalse
statement in theparagraph also. The "sworn subjects of thePope,"
haveshown themselves "trustworthy supporters"of religiousliberty.
Eelig'ous libbuy wasmaintainedin theCatholic colony of Maryland,
while inProtestantNew Englandnosuch thing was heardof. Our
Editor is here totallyatfault. Heought tohaveknownbetter than
this. He then goes on with a lot of rubbish about the
zeal with which the views of Catholics have been disse-

T SEEMS tous that the time has come for the British
Governmentoncefor a'l to acknowledge the right of
the Irishnation tothe control of their ownaffairs. The
time, indeed,-when this might havebeen regarded as a
gracious concessionhas passed, and we regret it;but
still itmust alwaysbe satisfactory to see justice even,at
length gain the day. England is no longer strong
enough tobraveindifficultconjuncturesthedisaffection

of Ireland. Incase of aEuropeanstrugglenow, all the forces she
couldmuster wouldherequiredfor otherpurposes thanthose of cow-
ing adisaffected dependency. Irish disaffection, moreover, would
nowpresentamore serious aspectinitself than that shown by it of
old,when it'schiefhopesweregrounded upon the aid of a foreign
power, that intruth feltnosympathywhatever for tlie needs of the
peopleit wasonly willing to helpif itsuited its own ends to do so.
Theieis now inexistence agreatorganisation,all of whose energies
would bebent uponexciting andmaintaining discontent inIreland,
and wliichwouldbeeveron the watchto strike a blow there when
the opportunity offered. Itis vain toundervalue the gravity of the
Fenianmovement inAmerica;viewedin the light of^a senseless and
unsuccessful raidonCanada,itmay seemcontemptible and stupid;
but, takeninconnection withsuch anexploit as that of the fitting
out anddespatchof the Catalpaexpedition,itmust "be acknowledged
to be by nomeansdespicable. A corporationnumbering certainly
somehundreds of thousandsof peoplethat can watchand wait, and
all the timeact with the closestsecresy,is undoubtedly a most for-
midablebody. Itmight, indeed,behopedthatthe unpopularity of
theRussians in Ireland, where their cruelty during the Crimeanwar
is well remembered,andtheir namedetestablebecauseof theiroppres-
sion of Poland, wouldbeapledge for the cordialsupport given, by
thepeopleto the Governmentinthe case of war,but whoshall sayit
wouldcertainly be so1 The oppressionof Polandis carried on at a
distance froni them; the mis-government of England is at their
doors. They may hear of bloodshednowina faroff land,butcould
they bemuch, blamedif they wereincapableof realisingitas vividly
as thatof which they have heard fromtheir fathers,and whichred-
dened the soil of their own country ? They still suffer themselves
from the effects of theharshlaws made in bygone days for the re-
pressionof their ownland, and which to thepresent day the Govern-
ment has shownnodue dispositiontoatone for. We need nob now
speakof the slaughters andabominations of ElizabethandCromwell,
letus consult, instead, thelist givenrecentlybyLordDufferin, Gover-
nor-General of Canada. His lordship, indeed,begins with Elizabeth,
a'ut. tells ushow by an Act of herreign, Irish cattleweredeclared a
1IRuisaiice" andexcluded from England, as were also in succession
salt meatsand leather,preparedinIreland. He then goes on,"Irish
wool wasdeclared contrabandby aParliamentofKing Charles11...
By anAct of WilliamHI.the woollenindustry of Ireland wasextin-
guished (in breachof the Treaty of Limerick which the saidWilliam
had signed),and twenty thousandmanufacturers left the island. . .
We nextmade a dash at the silkbusiness, but theEnglish silkmanu-
facturers provedas pitilessasthe ■\vool-staplers. Thecottonmanufac-
turer, the sugar refiner,and thesoapandcandle maker, . . . and
any other trade orinterest that thought itworthits whiletopetition,
was received by theParliamentwith the samepartialcordiality,until
themost searching scouting failed to detect a single vent through
whichit waspossible for the hated industry of Ireland to respire.
But although excludedfromthe marketsof Britain, thehundredhar-
bours of Irelandgaveher accessto theuniversalsea. Alas !a rival
commerceonher ownelementwas stillless welcometo England. As
early as thereignof Charles11,, though Irishmenfought and bled to
procure his returnfrom exile,theLevant, the ports of Europe, and
oceans andcountriesbeyond the Capeof Good Hope were forbidden
to the flagof Ireland. The colonialtrade alone wasinanywayopen,
if that couldbecalledanopen tradewhich for a long timeprecluded
allexportswhatever,andexcludedfromdirectimportationtoIreland
such importantarticles assugar, cotton,and tobacco. Andwhathas
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