
The CatholicChurchhas nothing to fear fromfreedomandfreeinstitutions,andthose whoaver that she does notloveboth,libel her
fair name. She -was the nurse of freedom, as well as the pro-
tectressof learning, throughthe ages of mediaeval darkness,andher
voiceeverrang out in no uncertain tones against the "weaponed
arm"of oppression Andnow, though—

"
TorturedandtornbyPersecution's rage,,Andboundwithchains incruelvassalage;

Tho1allthe Caesars onher shrinehavetrod.,
Still,stillsheshines, the beaconofa God."

A politically and morally educated free people is whattheChurchdesires,and to trainup whichis the one grand object of thenoblest
minds inher fold. Nothing, thereforecanbemorefalse andcriminalthan tosay thatthe CatholicChurch is a foetoLiberty.

Were the EmpireinFrancepossible,without despotism,secrecy,
andplotting, there is good -reason to think that Frenchmen them-
selves— aswell asmostobservant, thinking foreigners

—
wouldprefer

it. But though the young, honest, and gifted Prince, who would
ascendthe throne in the event of a re-establishment,might entertain
largeand enlightenedviews which were foreign to the mind of hisfather, and though he might at first determine to loyally,
hold the crownfor no personalinterest or gratification,but for the
goodand welfare of the whole of his subjects, yet the influenceof
evil advisersmight atanymoment overcomeall his goodresolutions
andmakehim embark ona careerof combat against the institutionswhich wouldlimit andwatch the exercise of his power. Itis this
consideration whichhas made the majority of the piofessional and
commercial classes Republican,and which secured the safety of the
Republic in thecrisis through -which ithas just passed. Andshould
the lessons which they haverecently learned sink indelibly into the
minds ofFrenchmen, andthenation become inuredto themachinery '
of Parliamentary Government,the new Francenowarisingmay sur-
vivethe intrigues of thefactious, andliveonin increasing vigour and
unimpairedbeauty, asthehome of liberty and the mother of the arts.

W. J. N.Auckland,April25th, 1878.
THE POLITICAL ASPECT INFRANCE.

OUR INDIANPOSITION.

The number of Britishtroops inIndiamaybe estimated asfollows:
British soldiers, 60,000 ; other British born subjects, 70,000;inall
130,000 men in240,000,000 inhabitants of India.

A very high military authority, commenting on this, writes as
follows:—"Ilook uponourposition inIndiaasmostcritical,andifRussia
ever made a serious advanceweshould inallprobability be turned
out before she arrivedatthe Gates of the Empire. We are doing
nothing to improveour communications withourEasternpossessions;
but Eussia is pushing forward, a railbetween Tiflis and Teheran,
which will becarriedon toHerat whichlatter valley will thenform
anewbase of attack. Tomeet this we ought to pushon to thehead
of the Persian Gulfby the Valley of the Euphrates;but thepowerof
doing this will havepassed away,when Armenia, forms partof the
EussianEmpire, whichitis about to dowith the sanction of England
so far asIcansee."

Another authorityadds ::
— "

To meArmenia appears atleast half of the EasternQuestion, on
accountof our through expressroutetoIndiabeingtoConstantmoplo
by existingrailwaysacrossEurope. ConstantinoplethroughAnatolia
to Diarbekir and Mosul, and skirting thehills

—
say100 to 150 feet

above the plain— on left hunk of the Tlgvis, toBussorah; thenceby
steamer in,meantime in84 to87 hourstoKuracliee

—
laterby railway

throughout. A branch railway from Alexandretta(Scanderoon) by
Aleppo to join main line between Mosul and Diarbekir. Mosul
appears to be only 350 to 400 feet above the sea,about 500 miles
distant as thecrow flies, showing how very level that country is."

For the moment the most prompt and practicable method of
effectively securing a speedy route to India is the obtaining ater-
ritorial inteiestin the Suez Canal,eitheralone or jointly withFrance.
A pamphlet is about tobe publishedon this subject, which from the
proof wehave seenis well worthy of the serious considerationof both
English andFrench Governments.

—
Home Paper.

THE POPE AND THE IRISH M.P.'S.

Loveesof liberty andloversof France cannot behold thatRepublic,
after passing through the trying ordeal from which she has just
emerged, without mingled feelings of joy and admiration. With
noble patience,exercising anunexampled self-restraint, displaying
heroiccalmness andforbearance, she has walkedlike themartyrs of
oldoverred-hotploughshares, and with the sword of Representation
has giventhe deathblow tomonarchicaldespotismamidst the world's
applause. Itwaswith heartfelt thankfillness and unmixeddelight
thatIheardof thepeacefuland decisive triumph of parliamentary
principles last October,andof the success which had attended the
silentexpressionof thepeople'swill. It was a trying moment for
France when she saw her most cherishedinstitutions threatened, and
whenunder thefree foldsof her Republicanflagactsof tyrannywere
perpetratedand legalcoercion practised, which were almost without
parallelinthe days of the monarchy. Itwas demandedofher that
she shouldreturna Chamber, likeour lastIrishParliament, tostrike
theknellofits owndoom, orifnot absolutely tolegislateitself outofexistence, tohandovertoNapoleonQuatreitsliberties,privileges, and
mission. Le spectrerouge wasflaunted inher face, and it was told
her that if

"
social order" was tobe maintainedFrenchmen,mustuse

a littleself-denial, and giveup the idea of free Parliamentary Go-
vernment. Republicanism,it was averred, was not consistent withCatholicism,and thatif the Revolution was to be overcome,if infi-
delity and socialism wereto be swept outofFrance, thenationmust
put cm the iron glove of monarchy. Itwas thought that thus all
sincerely religious people would be placed upon the horns of a
dilemma. Itwashopedthat thesophistry would be undetected, and
thefraudunexposed,until thehonest Catholics of Francehadsacri-
ficedtheir freedom, under the delusion that by so doing they were
savingtheir faith. Anattempt was made to place the issuebefore
the electors as onebetween theChurch and theRevolution, between
MarshalMacMahon and "le lion

" Gambetta, as M. Louis Veuillot
callshim. But foronce Frenchmen went to workwithprudenceand
moderation,flungpassionto thewinds,andbrought reasontobear on
the subject, and the consequence was they saw how falsely the ques-
tionhadbeenstated,how artfully the intriguers hadplannedacoxq)
d'etat,and they went and,under the threatening eyeof agendarme,
recorded their votes for liberty and constitutionalgovernment.

"WhatevermaybeM. Gambetta's faults, however dangeroushis
principles yetannouncedmaybe, there is no use denying the fact
thatheis nowthepopular tribuneinFrance, and thathiscounsel to
thenationallthrough the crisis wasboth sensibleandpatriotic. He
everywhereinculcatedconfidenceinpacific andconstitutional action
andsubmissionto the law. Henever questionedtherightofMarshal
MacMahon toappealto theconstituencies, buthe statedhis firm de-
terminationtoabide by the resultof that appeal whateveritshould
be. So farhemust necessarily have the confidence of all lovers of
Parliamentary institutions. The appealwas made;France spoke,
butstillfor awhileher voice wasdisdained;until the honest heart
of thesoldier Presidentat last felt a pang when the scale? werere-
moved fromhis eyes,andhe sawhowhe was enticedupon perilous
quicksands, and withoutthepathofstrict legality;and immediately,
like apure souledpatriot,he sprang toobey theclearly defined will
of his country, and spumed themalconseils incessantly pouredinto
his ears by the worshippersof kingly pomp. He thought it nohumiliationto avowbefore the worldhis completesubmission to the
newparliament,and to affirm his confidence as the nation's repre-
sentative in thestability ofRepublicaninstitutions. This triumphof
moral force andconstitutionalaction willunmistakeablycausea great
revolutionin theminds ofFrenchmen. Theywill seethatthatwhich
theyformerly endeavouredto win with rifle and barricade cannow
be obtained by the magic power of the voting paper, and that
the voices of their parliamentary representatives, clothed in their
habitsnoirs, aremoreeffectualto strike down tyranny wheneverit
presentsitself than the amis of a whole peoplearoused atFr.eeflom'e
wttchwprti - *

A meeting-of tbeCatholicMembers of ParliamentwasheldatWest-
minster, onMonday, 25thFebruary, to consider an address of con-
gratulation to tbe HolyFather, on his elevation, to the Pontifical
Throne. The chair wasoccupiedby Mr.A.M.Sullivan,andthere were
also presentSir J. M.McKeiraa, Mr. O'Clery,Mr. Gray, Mr. D.M.
O'Conor, Dr. Ward, Mr. Collins,Mr.O'Shaugnnessy, Mr. Biggar,Mr.
Kirk, and Mr. Redmond. Mr. O'Clery briefly submitted the object
of themeeting. Itwasdecided thatthe following telegram be des-
patched to theCardinal Secretary of State :—:

—
"The Irish Catholic members intheParliamentof GreatBritain

andIrelandhumbly presentto theHolyFather,PopeLeo XIIL, tbe
expressionof theirhomageandcongratulationonMselevationto the
Pontifical Chair. They desire forhisHoliness manyyears'reigD over
theuniversal Church,.and pray for themselves and. for Ireland,their
country, thePontificalBenediction."

The following gracious reply has been telegraphed from the.
Vatican:

—
"Rome, 27thFeb.

—
ToChevalierO'Clery,Memberof Parliament,

London. TheHoly Father hasreceived, with especial gratification,
the-felicitationsandgood wishes of the Irish Catholic Members of
theParliament of GreatBritain andIreland.

vHisHolinessreturns them his heartfelt thanks, and bestows,
fromthebottom ofhisheart,hisBenedictiononeach, oneof them,andonIreland,their country, "'p, Lasacwx,ftySewetoryof State,"

tftiW Zealand fabl£T.Friday, May 10, 187&

Poet's Corner.
ASSAROE.

BY ANTHONY M'NEBLY.

Back throughthemisty, vanished yearsmy heart flies evermorej
'

Toearly scenesof childhood'sdays by Ballyshannon's shore; J

Where Erne's laughing watersseek the chasm far below,
Andsparkleonwardto the seaby Abbey Assafoe.
Itsshattered walls are lonelynow;the stillness of thetomb
Has reigned aroundits trampledfanes throughcenturiesof gloom;For,oh1 it felt theheat andpowerof Ireland'sruthless foe;
Razedare the walls Tyrconnell builtround Abbey Assaroe.

'

Along thebanks of Erne to the cascadesof Belleek
The fond oldtongue ofmotherland theprattlinginfants speak,
Andsaintly clerics come topray,andkneelinjoy or woe,
Abovethe graves where slept thebraveinAbbey Assaroe.
Fairare the glensand heathyhills fanned by the oceanbreeze,
As thebright Summer sunbeams woo andkiss therowan trees;
The swelling tide,outspreading wide, dothproudly ebb andflow,
Andgrand andfair the lovedscenes there,roundAbbeyAssaroe.
Back,back againinmemory roundErne's banksIstray.
Andmuseanddream amid thehauntsof childhood's happy day ;
AndasIsee themountain soar,and watchthe watersflow,
Isigh to rest andhopetosleepnear Abbey Assaroe.

—
Exchange.
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