
We confaS thatthe warning to fortify their portsreceived from
theImperial Governmentby thecolonial authoritiesis tous anything
but reassuring. We hadso far concludedthat thePacific fleetwould
havebeensufficient to 'have prevented the ravages in these seas of
Russian cruisers or privateers,anditis by nomeansagreeable to be
thus authoritativelyundeceived. We do not de&ire, on the other
hand, unnecessarilytoalarm our, readers, but we consider that the
duty devolves uponus of preparing them to meetwhatmay,perhaps,
happen,so that they maynot be takenunawares,butmay now adopt
measuresto prevent notonly the-probability but tho possibility of
their becomingvictims to'the violence of unbridled and ferocious
men. The fortification of our harbours should undoubtedly be pro-
ceeded withatonce,but it wouldbemostunwise todependonly upon
this. Letusnot disguise it from ourselves;should a Russianpriva-
teer or cruiser succeed ingaining an entrance into any port in the
colonies,and thus havethe town at its mercy, a mere raid on the
banks wouldnot satisfyitsrequirements. The armedruffiansmanning
it wouldnet be go easily contented,nor would they leave the place
withoutmarking theirpresence withmany a blood-stainedand dis-

hearth. 'Itis against this that wehave to provide, and to
possibility eYerjrmanand youthin the colony should be

fuinishtdwith,aiidexercised in theuse of arifle andrevolver. This
neednot involveany devotion,of time thatcannotbe spared to'volun-
teer exercises or-military discipline,all thatwould be neededwould
be for eachman orladpossessing a weapontobe sufficiently versedin
its use to be able to' .haadle ')£ carefully and familiarly, load it
withoutdelay, anddischarge itwitha fair aim. We address our re-
marks especially toour Catholic readers, for they may depend upon,
it that, inevent of a Russian attackupon' 'or entry into

'
any of pur

towns, the Catholic Church, Presbytery, and Convent would indubi-
tably beselected for sack and outrage. Althoughall sectsandclasses
amongstus,,then,areinterestedininsuring awarmreception to our
possible, unwelcome.-visitors, we, Catholics, are doubly bound to
make ourselves xeady for them. But'let the wholecommunity every

-
where.be on the alert,'the .participle cosaquewas not groundlessly
invented. �, ,

The convictionotthc Catholic,mind for the last few years has
been thatour latebelovedHolyFatherhadattainedtoheroicsanctity,
but)for obvious leaeoue/theopinion was not yery lowUy expressed.

HISTORICAL! Vide"Jurors Reports and Awards, New Zealand
Exhibition." Jurors:J. E. Ewen, J. Butterworth,- T. G» Skinner
"So far as the Colony is concerned,the dyeing of materialsis almost
entirelyconfined tothere-dyeingofArticles of Dress andUpholstery,
amostuseful art, for there are.manykinds ofmaterialthatlosetheir
colour before the texture is-Jialf- worn. Q. Hirsch, of Dunedin
(Dunedin Dye Works,George-Street, oppositeRoyal GeorgeHotel)
exhibitsa caseof specimensof Dyed Woola,'Silks, andFeathers,and
dyed Sheepskins. The colors on ther3vhp)p areVjery fair,andreflect
considerable creditontheExhibitor,te whomtheJurorsrecommended
an Honorary Certificate should be- awarded. Honorary Certificate,
29: Gustav Hirsch, Dunedin, forspecimen*," of Dyeing in. Silk,
Feathers, fee, '
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during thelife-timeof theholy Pontiff. Already,however,thereis
evident a disposition to declare openly thatPius IXwasasaint in
thestrict sense ofthe word,andnoneof theproofsofhisgreatsanctity
appear tobe wanting. We donot presume toanticipate the judge-
ment of the Church, and what we now write is writtenwith the
understanding that it is but the expressionof a privateindividual's
belief,adoptedfrom the study hehas made of the subject he writes
of, but we areemboldenedtoput forwardsuch aviewby theknow-
ledge that a dignatoiy of the Church, lately preaching before an
assembly of the Cardinals, professeda similar belief, andalluded to
vtheprobability of the late Pope'sbeing honouredwith the honours
duetosanctity in-the heroic degree. Itmay be, therefore,that, even
inourowndays, weshall haveIhe great happiness of hearing him,
whose memory we must ever revere as thatof a saint, and loveas
thatof afather, authoritatively recognisedasPopeSt.Pius the Great.
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however, have gone by,and still the gutter seems tohaveraisedits
goodly brood;at least, if we may judge from the fragranceofits
blossom, the larrikins. The Melbourne Swn, and the Australasian
furnish us witha few details concerningthose younggentlemen that
show they arestill tothefore and ascharming asever,ifnotmore so.
The placein whichthey themost present themselvestogood society
is inthe gallery of the theatres,andProfessor Pearsonmight learn a
lessonby goingthere to contemplate their '-tricks and their man-
ners." He had better, however, wait until the Truant Inspector is
u>t /ait aeconipli, and secure a phalanx to accompanyhim; the"'repose,"of theVere de Vere caste will not there meet his gaze,
nor will his nostrils 'be greeted by the mille flews of theLadies'
College. The1 statements of our authorities are briefly these:the
youngJjbeasts" leanover the frontof.thegallery,howling,shrieking,
blaspheming',and spitting. ', ,Theactors can hardly be heard,butall
tooplainlyar,e the filth andblasphemiesof the odious crewrehearsed
inthe earsof the audience,so that the placeis hardly fit for thepre-
sence of ladies and children. Here is a specimenofa conversation
with oneof the band. "

Why," saidI,(correspondentof Sun) "do
you not gointo thepit thesehotnights. Itisnothing like sohot as
whereyWtia'vebeen?

"' '-His replyrathei- startledme,butheappeared
to be essentially a ?'geritie,'; youth,,whohad studied economy. "No
(expletive) fear, cocky;.i;Ionly pays a. tannner to go up with the
gods,and then* Ihas-aianner to spendon lush, and drink jolly old
Greville'shealth." Again wearetoldby "Taliite" inthe Australasian
"'Untamed gorillas wo'flicLb'e,h'ave better. They are loud in voice,
filthy inlanguage-, boisterousinmanner, dirty in person, barren in
thought. " 'They'givenfo attention to theperformance,and theypay
their sixpences, presumably, for the opportunity of gratifyingtheir
love of imbecile horseplay., \ Icau imagine wellenough,whatsweet
husbands arid fathersf-they willmake ina few yearsfrom this time."
Such is the' s^a'tb'of 'Melbourne, after five years of education, free,
secular," and comp^s6ry,-^the system which it was boasted would
reach allclasses^iad-provide'.forallneeds. Butonly think what fine
felloW3f thdso wojflld be.for.tCompanions for the girls andboys of re-
putable parents. V£h~e' Surfs correspondent was worked up into a
fever by witnessing'decent children within hearingof theruffians;
our gasconading ex-Professor, and many like-minded with him
amongst ourselves,wouldcompelsuch childrenintoclose association
with them. This is the soulofsecularism, the three almighty R.s,
and libertinageunlimited.

The leading journal of Auckland, the Herald cannothaveraised
itself much in the estimation of impartialProtestants by thepartit
took incirculatingthe slanderous misstatements against FatherHeu-
nebery. Icannot but think that Bishop Moran would have done
well ifhehad takennonotice,oftheHerakVsparagraphs. To notice
such slanders is a sort of humiliation.

Every Catholic worthy of the name, knows what the Church
teaches onthe subject of marriages. Every Protestant who marries,
orintends tomavry,aEoman Catholic knows,ovmayknowthat too.
He does not requiretogo to the columns ofa Protestantnewspaper
for instruction on that point. No Catholic would for a moment
believe that any regularly ordained Catholic priest, exercising his
functions with the approvalof thebishop of the diocese, wouldutter
such impious nonsense as the Herald and others reportedtohave
beenspokenby Father"Hennebery.

A certain personage they say can quote Scripture inacertain
wayand forhis owu purposes. On the same principle Protestant
newspaper reporters and editors, andothers,can quote the words of
aCatholic priesttoserve their ownends. Wehaveseenmanyadepts
atthis sort'of thing. Surely the subject of mixedmarriages is suffi-
ciently delicate and often embarrasing without adding to theun-
pleasantnessby such a line ofpolicyas the Heraldandhis coadjutors
haveadopted. TheHerald canhavelittlerespect for the feelings of
thatnumerousclass of Protestants andCatholicswhohavecontracted
amixedmarriage. He andothers have tried todamagethe Catholic
Church or PatterHennehery at theirexpense. The evil has been
done. No explanation or denial of Father Hennebery can meetit
altogether. Itwill still be widely believedby theProtestantpublic
that all which the Heraldhas reported to theprejudiceofFather
Hennebery is Gospel truth.

A mixed marriage maybea blessingto thepartiesonreligious
grounds, orit maybe verymuch thereverse. The Churchwarnsus
thatto theCatholicpartyitis alwaysdangerous, On someoccasions
itmaybe impossible to avoid thedanger, TheHeraldand his coad-
jutors may be overshooting themark by theseslandersagainst adis-
tinguishedCatholicmissionary. ■

Ithas happened inAmerica, anditmayhappenhere, that Pro-
testants of good will have been induced by slanders like these to
enquireinto the tenets of the Catholic Church. The result has been
that they have at lastenteredinto her communion. Icould quote
theparticulars of one remarkable instance of this. Isay then to the
Heraldandothers inhis live,Goon,gentlemen,multiply your slanders
andseasonthem morestrongly still to gratify the morbid tasteofcer-
tain of yourProtestant readers. You are thereby likely to do the
Church a greatgood whichyouare,Iamsure, far from intendingto
doher.

Lord Beaconsfield tells us that so lateas 40 yearsago whenhe
entered Parliament, the ignorance which pervadedthe'publicmind
inregard to thepoliticalhistoryof Englandwassomething incredible.
We may well say thatthe ignorance whichpervadesthepublicmind
at this hour on the realtenetsof theCatholic Churchis more than
astonishing.

Men like the editors of our Protestant newspapers, who set
up to be "Leaders of the people" should surely knowwhat these
tenets are. Theyhave amost intimaterelation toeverypoliticaland
social question. Iwould have the editor of every Protestant news-
paper tomake himself fully acquaintedwithe the tenets of the Cath-
olicChurch erehe undertakehis office as instructorandleader of the
people. The public would also gain ifhe went throughacourseof
moral philosophyandChristian ethics. Mostof them,donot seemto
have the most remote idea that they are under any obligation todo
as they would be doneby. If that were anarticle of their creed we
should not see them acting tous as they nowdo. Indeed the Pro-
testantministersare nobetterin that way.

J.Wood.
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