
A few yearsago whentheBurmeseembassy wasinLondon, the
Archbishop of Canterbury made~some remarks with respect.to the.
number of Easterns that wereinEngland, referringespecially tothe
religions professedby them. Ananswer was written tohis Grace in
the Times, if weunderstand arightby the ambassadorsthemselves or
somemembers of their suite,in which the Archbishop wasaccusedof
commenting onsystems of whichheknewnothing, andwhenceit was
clear that thewriters had aperfect comprehensionof the stateof re-
ligion inhis Grace's arch-diocese,and were by nomeansinclinedby
it to the adoption of Protestant Christianity. We read the corres-
pondenceat the time, and were much amused with it, but unfor-
tunately wehave notretained a very distinct recollection of its par-
ticulars. Itappears,however, thatthe affair wasevenmoreominous
than we supposed,for nowit seems that the Archbishopbids fair to "

have one of theheathencreeds,which he considered it ablemish to
findprofessed umn'terfered with in London, actcalljj not
only openly,but evencontroversially, under hisvevynose. \.&tleast
we find a paragraph in a contemporary to the effect thaft certain
Buddhist priestsareabout tomake amissionary tour inAmerica and
England, and,strange tosay,there isnothing eitherextraordinaryor
incredible in the statement. Extremes have met, and

"
modern

thought
"

haspreparedthe wayin theWest for theengrafting there
of this ancient Eastern systemoibelief to which wo refer. Itmay
be remembered that a little time ago wegaveasketchofthat German
otitcome of the evolutionary theory -whichis known as

"Pessimism,"
and whichbears astrongresemblance tothe teaching of Bhuddism.
This is widely spread,andsupportedby menof reputationforgenius
and learning,andthere canbe no doubt but that for those minds
which reject Christianity, andrush on tothe eager adoptionof evolu-
tionina rash anticipationof the cautious steps of science, there is
much that is specious in the system. Europe, then, presentsa fair
field for the efforts of theseEastern apostles, and we shall be by no
means surprisedto find them secure there, as well as inAmerica, a
largebody of adherents. Itmaybe, indeed, that we arc also des-
tined toseethem welcomed to the shores of New Zealand, and that
here inDunedin,as a set-off to thePrincess Theatre, we shallhave a
TempleofFo, where,another evolutionist sect will dispute the doc-
trine thatmankindis on a stampede between the ape and the angel,
by asserting the axiom of Sakyamouni,

"
Evil is existence," and

declaring that the suiamwi homini consists in the attainment of
Nirvvana. Infact, theman maynot only be bom, butmay evenbe
already agoodlump of a gossoon, who as a cabinet minister shall
endeavour to introduce and support measures calculated toprepare
theminds of New Zealandchildren for the adoptionof the systemin
question, anditmaybe that inhissinister design liewill be aidedby
the assentandapprobationofsuch ministers of Christian sectsas shall
still be foundamongst us. Whether hebe now engagedinhandling
theplough or the tawse,however, it is a pity that the accidents of
colonial life are favourable tohisrise inthe social andpoliticalscales,
so thatitshallbehereafter inhis power to help in.heathenising the
Land. "

If our secular schools in Dunedin are to prosper under the
management of their school committees, weshall haveaninstance of
"progression by antagonism." It is a pity the Daily Times con-
sidered itnecessary,ashe informs us in hisleader of last Monday, to
thinout his reportof the late meetingof the committee, for the slight
sketch of their shindy he has given is very amusing. We do not
know thatany of it is very profitable, although our contemporary
seems to imply thathe considersit so, forhe tellsusthathe

"omitted
much whichit Avouldhavebeen,no profit to the public tohear dis-
cussed," and therefore.we conclude that what he has published is
considered by him asuseful to the community ingeneral. We have
read the report, however, carefully, and cannot perceive exactly
wherein its profitableness consists. The impertinence, and trucu-
lence, and somethingmore, ofMr.Fish, we aye wellacquainted with,
and we ayefully persuadednoprofitmay be gained byreading these
oft displayed characteristics reportedof. The dignity of Professor
Macgregor and Mr. Bell, indeed, might afford a lesson had it been
actedupon,butthatof the editor was, edit.or-like, but verbal, and
the Professor's only succeeded in carrying him as far as the door of
theroominwhichhefound himself ; so that nothing decided may
be acquiredfrom contemplatingthis. Itmayneverthelessbe profit-
able, perhaps, to know that the Board and the Committee are at
loggerheads, that theformer has connecteditself with a ring, aswe
learn from Mr. Kobin,and that thelatter cannot enteruponthe dis-
cussion of apetty appointment without coming to the vergeof a free-
fight. That wesaymay, perhaps, be profitable, but it is certainly
amusing. Meantime,itis tobehopedthat the disciplineof the Edu-
cational Olympus maynot be introducedinto the regions governed,
for if itbe, we may look out toseean abundance of roadmetal flying
through the air,and black eyes and broken noses by the hundred-
Bothschoolmasters andpupilsmust learn to take warning by their
superiorsof the committee, and toshunrigorously their example.

Five years ago, when the secular system wasintroduced into
Victoria it was predictedthat allthe wantsof society in the educa-
tionalline wereabouttobe supplied;larrikinism wastoperishutterly
nd thegutter children, tobecopeanightmareof thepast, Fiveyears

When, some fifty or sixtyyears ago, the Signor Silvio Pellico
was arrested by the Austrian Government and imprisoned, first in
the leads of Venice, and afterwards at Spielberg he was .harshly
treated. It is impossible to readhis account of his prison life with-
out great indignation against theperpetratorsof so gross aninjustice
and cruelty,but dai-k as is the picture, it is relieved by contempla-
ting the sympathy feltfor thepoor captive by certain of those offi-
ceTs to whose care he was committeed. Tremerello,the turnkey at
Venice, wis not unkind,and, at Spielberg, Schiller was in truth a
rough diamond. Considerate warders were,in short, the rule, and
wecannotbutthink thatitspeaks-well for a Catholic country that a
class of its people, of all others exposed to the most hardening in-
fluences, remained humane andkind-hearted. We are in a position
to-day tocontrast the treatment this Italian gentleman received in
Austria,half a century ago,atthe bands of the turnkeys and prison
officers generally,with thatof some other prisonerslately slrat up in
a gaolof theperiod,and placedunderthe careof officials belonging
to that Anglo-Saxon race which boasts itself the most enlightened
and Christianin the world. And what do we find1 Thebenighted
A\istrians continuedmen, andkind-heartedmen. They fulfilled,in-
deed, the duties of their calling, and carried out the rigorous disci-
plineenjoinedupon them,butso far asitwaspossiblethey alleviated
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inshootingboth theKaffirs withhis revolver." Major Moore is" all
thatis saidhere of him and more besides. He is not only a brave
soldier, but,as wehavegoodreasonto know,a true-hearted gentle-
man, anhonournot only to the serviceinwhichhe hasdistinguished
himself, but also, whatis still more, to the country which gave him
to that service. His "pluck"

however isnot "British pluck;" it
has descended to him with the ancientbloodof Irishchieftains which.,
flows inhis veinsj and whichhas ere now1 asserted itself on many a'
battlefield..

the sufferings of their prisoners by sympathy and humanity. The
American warders in the prison of New Jersey, on the contrary,
became as brutes : the prisoners were relinquished to their
mercies,and,asithas recentlybeen proved, they treated them hor-
ribly. Theyinvented tortures, andappliedthem so cruelly thatsome-
times their victimsdiedof the sufferinginflicted. They gagged and
fetteredthem, andbound them for fifteen'hours at a time to a thing
called a stretcher, which wasdeclared,byan officialwhomade a trial
ofit,tobeunendurable for. evena few minutes. The prison doctors,
also,havebeen convictedof themost savage conduct. AtSpielberg,
thesurgeon whocutoffMaroncelli'slegshed tearswhen his patient
presentedhim witha rose,the only rewardinhispower to give;but
thedoctors atNew Jersey, when they werecalledtoattendaprisoner
wliohad fainted, or otherwise become unconscious, an occurrence
whichseems to have been frequent,poured alcohol upon his flesh,
and ignitedit. Ifthe wretched sufferer then, sprangup trader the
tortureof theburn hewas declared to have "been shamming. Cer-
tainly itis a worldprogressing towards perfection,andthe greatland
of secularism has allbut developedinto a terrestrial Paradise.

AnAmerican editor has produced the following fromhis queer
brain :—":

— "ClothespinsarenowshippedtoNewZealand. Thenatives
use them for earrings, butanold chief who got hold of one witha
half horsepower spring in its back, and hooked itonhis nose, was
lookingaroundtenminutes afterward for amissionary tokill." We
cannofcsayanything about the clothespins,but we can assure ourun-
knowncontemporarythatweinNew Zealand havehad oneother of
his country's institutions'introduced amongst us, which aspires to
leadusallby thenose, and which will indubitably endinkilling,not
missionaries, perhaps,butmissionary work. It is secularism, whose
victim is Christianity.

This is the age of strangediscoveries,and,if that announcedby
Mr. A.H.Severn arrive at being established, it will indeed,ashe
says,"openup another field for thinking minds." This gentleman,
whois very wellknowninNew Zealand,professes tohavediscovered
a simpleinstrumentby which sound may be conveyed withoutthe
interventionof the ear tothebrain of deafpersons. "We arereminded
by itof thelament of SamsonAgonistes:" ifit betrue

That lightis in thesoul,
Sheallineverypart;whywas thesight
To suchatender ballas theeye confined,
So obvious,and so easy tobeqnenched;
Andnot, as feeling, throughallparts diffused,
Thatshe mightlook at will througheverypore?"

One discovery may lead to another,and the soul may at length be
enabled to see, also, although the ordinary organ of sight be des-
troyed. .
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