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AT HOME A AB7IOAD.
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7E mantle ojrPope Pins IX.has certainly fallenupon the
shoulders ofLeo. XTII. Amongst tlie first acts of our
Holy Fntber's reign lias been the conferring of hisbless-
ingnpon the Catholic Press. On 2fith February last,
M. Eugene-Yeuillotwroteas follows to the ZTnircrs from
Eome*:^"^ia£litl^e honour and the happiness of being
(received "by iJis Holiness yesterday evening. Christ.*
Vicarhas blessed ourwork andall those connected with

it. Hesaid thatheknew andhadlongbeen a readerof theUnivei's.
whose devotion to the Church he praised. He askedmeabout Lonis
Veniilot,whose serviceshehighly esteems. The Popeadded thatthe
religious Press, thatis,likeus, faithfulto the teaching; of the Holy
See, hadanoblepart toplay; thatitmust maintain firmly the rights
of theChurch. His Holinessconcluded repeating that he blessed us
fill,and sent a special blessing toLouis Ycuillot." We recognise tho
claimof M.Louis Yeuillotto receive so great a reward for his long
years of labour in upholding the Catholic cause in Europe,and it
girosus greatpleasureto seehim thus fortifiedagainst thesneers and
openattacks of his multitudinous enemies. He is one,indeed, who
has encountereda large share of the vituperationof the Protestant
and infidel newspapers, and his truly Catholic aspirations for the
welfareof the Church have even been made the standard against
which the anti-Catholic voice has especially declaimed. "It is the
contemplation of thebehaviour of the Christian subjects of Turkey,|'
says the SaturdayFevieiv," whichhas kept Europe in such a state
of roind as to makeithope that the idea of amoderate Pope, and not
tho idea of M.Veuillot, willprevailin the Catholic world." Europe
mustindeedbe singularly acuteifitcandetectanyconnectionbetween
the behaviour of these Christians of the Greek Church and the See of
Peter. Does it notknow that Rome has no more bitter enemy or
more rebellious child,

—
for all baptisedChristians belonginsomesort

to the Pope as our latoHolyFather informed the Emporor of Ger-
many ? Pintthis drivel— and itis themerest disconnected drivel

—
is beside the question- What we liaveto do with is tho fact that the
groat '■Rcviler

''
has beendisappointed,and that a Pope,who docs

fulfil the idea of M.Veniilot sitsin thq,chair of the Fisherman, and
has conferredhis blessing on M. Veuillot, and the T'nirrrs, and the
Catholic Tress. For onrsclvos wefeel ourcourage renewed oncemote
by thebenedictionofHis Holiness, and wetrustthat weshallcontinue
tobe included in it by doing our utmost, in our limited sphere,
towards maintaining atall times the rights of the Church.

"Oh!hooIhate to hearahashinsist."
There is somewliereor other inDunedinacertain club whichis

bent on deepdiscussion. We donot know where is itsplaceof meet-
ing,nor dowe recognise thenamesof any of its members. But the
jlubmust beinexistence,for a contemporary furnishes us withlong
reportsof its pi'oceedings. We arenot in thehabit of perusing these
reports regularly, for we desire toavoid thestateof confusion arrived
atby those unfortunatedevils,who,Miltoninforms uf,satapartupona
hill andreasoned of allsortsof things whichitwasimpossible for them
to understand. Therefore we spare ourlimited intellect, andavoid
placing ourselvesin danger of goingdaft. We arenot ina position
thento criticise the proceedings of thisclub, and feel justifiedonly in
saying that,so far as wehave followed its conversations, they by no
meansremind us of those out ofwhich we havegatheredour motto—
the '"NoctesAmbrosi.inse" There is,however,onegentlemanamongst
the members of the club to which we refer inwhom weought to feel
some interest. He is an Irishman and aRoman Catholic;bothof
which facts entitle him toour consideration. We knowhe is anIrish-
man because there is an O' before his name,and we knowhe is a
Roman Catholic because he hasplainly stated such to be the case.
We need hardly enter into any verylong argument to prove that the
O' befoi%ea man's nameat oncepointsouthis nature,characteristics,
andrace tobeIrish, for, onallhands,it.is admitted to have done so
from the veryearliest times. Infact werecognise oneof theelders
who attended onKing Priam.a|; the Sksean gatetohavebeen Irish

becausehe wasnamed O'Calep->n. Although.bythe way, theGreek
scribe who took down the name from Homer's dictation stupidly
wrote the O' with a v instead~o£ the apostrophe,

—
a mistake which

.was not detected hy thepoet,nodoubt owing tohis"blindness,and
which, therefore,hasbeencontinued to thepresentday. This elder,
then, wasIrish, made so,by his O' which plainly shows that he was
not a Trojan in thesame waythat the O' of Mr. O'Donnell, of whom
we speak, showsthatheis nottobemistakeniora Cockney. Of this
Irish elder's religion we cannotcertainly judge, for itisnotdistinctly
mentioned thathe wasa Roman Catholic, butvthcreisnothingin the
world tc- prevent his having, had very nearly ns c'leai* Ideas}on the
creed in'qnestionas theMilesian of whom out contemporaryreports
For if there were such things asRomanCatholic crows thisgentleman
might be hungupupto frighten themby the display ofhis ignorance
and imbecility, just as atpresenthe has been introducedtoamusethe
geese of other creeds, or nocreeds, by the exhibitionof his assumed
knowledge. There is a Scotch gentleman, too, in the club, who is
very short and verysharp,butthe soul of reason,andhe, to be sure,
takesit out of Mr. O'Donnell at his will,and hy a homethrustortwo
makes our Irish friendshow to the assemblyhow verybig a."fool he
is. We have, "however, no intention of following- the course of a
discussion at theclub:we desire toshun themegrim, and therefore "
we shall confine ourselves to an answer, which it strikes us is an

■ obvious one to that stock argument, "Search the Scriptures,'" which
we find last week advanced, to his discomfiture, against our Irish
scarecrow. TheJews were told tosearch the Scriptures,not for the
purpose ofinterpreting themat their will,but to findin thema cer-
taindefinite meaning. The interpretationwasgiven tothem:it was
that Jesus of N"azarethwas theMessiah, and that,andthatonly, was
whatit waslawful for them to discoverby their search. Thepassage
in question really is condemnatory of theProtestantposition,forit
proves that out Lord did what the Churchnow does,

—
i.c, declared

the meaning of certain passages, and desired that those "whoread
them should place such an interpretation on them. The Church
recommends the faithful to study the Scriptures in this samesense
to-day.

New Zealand Tablet

A COXTempobauy, amongstcertain paragraphs culled from the
newsbronghlby the SuezMail,gives ns one whichitheads "British
Pluck."' The '"Britishpluck,"however, exemplified,proves to be the
gallant conduct of,1numberof men.of thatdistinctlyIrishRegiment,
the Connaught Hangers, ledon by Major Garrett Moore, a member
of theancient Irish family ofO'Moore, and whohails from thebanks
of the Shannon. The paragraph runs thus:

— "" The SSth Regiment,
the Conuaught Rangers, werealways hard,hitters, and Ineverknew
the enemy yet that was pleasedatmeetingeither the 87thorthe88th.
Regiments when they camedown to the charge withfixed bayonets,
shouting

'
Faugh-a-ballagh

'—
clearthe roador clear the way. The

following willprovehow Irishmen can fight, "as the Kaffirs are no
chickens,andalso thatBritishsoldiers willalwayssucceed, with' the
bayonet,ifproperly used. The small body of menof the 88thRegi-
ment(only forty innumber) engaged in the vecent battlewith the
Gaika Kaffirs,near theKomglia, behaved splendidly,and maintained
theprestige of the SSth as oneof thebest fighting regiments of the
British army. They wereconfronted hy a lai'ge number of Gaikas,
variously estimated,at from 600 to1,000, whocameout shouting, yel-
ling, and brandishing their guns. Forminghissmallhandintosquai'e,
Major Mooretoldthem to waituntilthe enemywerewithinadistance
of100 yards, whenavolleyfrotnthe Snidersdidfearfulexecution,and
caused theKaffirs tohalt,bufc only foramoment. Shouting,hooting,
and yelling as only naked savagescan do, they came on.like a stone
walluntil within fiveyards distant ofthesmallbandof soldiers,when
Major Moore gave the order, 'Men of the 88th, fire a volley and
chargebayonets!

'
Quick as lightning the order was' executed,ihe

menof the SSth werein amongst the Gaikas,andhandledthebayon-
els in fine style.' The Kaffirs fought desperately,but Irishpluck was
toomuch for them, and the result was that they turned and fled,
leaving 100 dead on the field. Major Moov is a dashing officer.
"While attempting to save a mounted policemannamed Guise, who
wasbadly woundedatthetime, he wasattackedby two Kaffirs, and
woundedthrough thearm withan assegai. He succeeded^however,


