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might enjoy a langh at his critics, who, when they imagined they
were castigating him were in truth falling foul of Seneea oy Plutarch,
but nevertheless in our much swmaller way, we male provigion for
adverso criticism, We have no hesitation, therefore, in infoyming oup
moniter that it was not directly irom the report of Professor Pearson
we gained the information made vse of in our note to which he takes
exception. A formal examination of the document in guéstion would
net have appeared uider our heading of Current Lupries, bub would
have been assigned a place in the columns oceupicd by our leadors,
Our gtatements were, however, made on wnexceptionable authority ;
nsmely, that of ile Melbourne Adeneete, who most decidecdiy hag
1 ‘gead, marked, lenrned, and inwardly digested” the Report of the
"ued Professor.  The Adeacate, then, quotes the expression of ihe
Professor’s dismay ‘made in Lis report, and we agree with him in con-
sidering an average attendance of 46 per cent. as most dismal when
viewed in connection with the expenditure found necessary to insare
it. The average Aaftendance in other countries, where 1o such expen-
diture is made, has nothing whatever to say to the question, Tle
deocate, likewise, supplied us with the daty on which we went with
regard to the rate of increase. Our contemporary says - Professor
Pearson estimates the attendance for 1876 af; 46.76 in 100, whichis an
inerease of less than 5 per'nent, on 1871.-  "Fhat, on his authority, is
our gain after 6 yenrs' experience of 1he frec and godless system. And
if the matter be ingaired into, it will be scen that there is no gain, bat
i Joss ; for under the old system the increase in altendaunce would
have been' wery mmeh Iarger.s 'As anyone may see for himsclf,
hy veferring to the reporfs of the donominational or common
scliool systems, the pate of increase was muel larger then Professor
Peargon claims for thé new systein ; and in. claiming as much as he
does he claims by far too mueh, For one thing, it is nob ag all ciear
that e makes any 1Howance for the children under school age. How-
ever, the fact roinains—as ddwiitted by a Royal Commission-—that the
increasein 1876 over 1871 1s less than & per cent. iz ke average altend-
auee, and thisis the fact the seenlavists should take to heart.
that should bring confusion on thuss who have been pertinaciously, and
1ot honestly, bolstering up theAct and deceiving the public with regard
teit.” For the groundsofonr “merry-making” anentthe TruantInspee-
tor we must again turn to the .Adrocate, Our anthority was the gentle.
man who writes in our contemporary’s columns under the nom de
phwme of “Tapley,” and who generally knows what he is wwriting
about, and very ably expresscs it. He says:—" One part of Tro-
fessor Pearsou’s report appears to have escaped the attention of TPress
writers, thougl it has boen heartily janglod at by others who have
scent it In the conntry schools the Professor gravely sugpgests that
the trnant ofticer, or the head of the police, should be seut for to cane
the valgar little navghty boys.”” Such, therefore, is the history of
our note, and we hope that now our worthy contemporary will sip-
solvo us from an intentiou of telling fibs. We are the more anxious to
be re-established in our contemporary’s esieem, because we have been
so much flatiered and confonnded by the kindly consideration with
which he professes himself inclined to regard us. We know, indeed,
that there is a school of interpreters whe explain the Scriptural. pre-
cept of treating your adversaries with kindness, and thereby pouring
ceals of fire npon their heads, by asserting its meaning to be that, in
so treating them, youw will be hitting them all the barder ; but omr
contemporary is of no such spirit, his regret at gur obstreperousness
is genuine, and he regards us with tiue philantlropy. He reproves
s simply for our good, and would sweeten, by his exhortations, our
“tone of bitterness,”  Our transgressions are before us, but we toke
tefuge in the adage * ome sum erge ned humanion @ me alivhen
pute” It is natural o man 1o feel bitler when he s conscious of
being bullied and tyrannised over, and ballied and tyrannized over we
Catholics are, while Government endeavours to foree secalavism upon
us, _Our contemporary tells us, that “in_Colonies like thesc public
fouMipgrwould not for an instant tolerate children being foreed on any
condtueration to atteud particular schools 1o which their parents had
religious and conselontions objections.”  But is not public fecling ut
this moment tolerating this very infustice? » It is countenancing the
Goveraments of Victoria and New Zealand in their persistent attempt
tu furee Catholle children into the Godless schools that their parents
abbor. What security bave we that what is now being done in-
directly may not, after & little, be attempted divectly? We have
none bul our own resolnte determination, and we know it. i con-
clusion, aprrgpos of religions compulsion, would it not be asg well to
allow history to repest itself? Why not at once adopt the Bpartan
plan of reariug childven? It was found admirably calcnlated to pro-
duce desivable warriors, and to-day desirable voters appent to bo as
imperative o sine gua nen, Do what you will, home infiuences mast
always counteract in some degree your best laid plans of eduncation,
and, since rigour is to be employed, it would be as well to go the
“ whole hog ” at once,  Cnstom inclines us to think that such a pro-
posal is nonsensieal, but, on reflection, we agree that it does not seem
g0 very far-fetched after all. We actually may have such a proposal
made in 21l seriotsness, and that, at the rate things are progressing,
before many more years bave passed away,
OUR contempotary the Thames Advertiser enables vs to give an
lipstration of what pareats must prepage belugelves fa enduss wader
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a gystem of rigorous compulsion in the matter of eduention. He
holds up for the admiration of the public a population of Jarrikins,
whose habitation is somewhere in his neighbourhood, He thus
describes them :— There are twmerous lads who swarm up the areeks
daily, who not only are ngt profitably employed, bab do much mis.
chief. The Karaka Creck may be instancod, Miners can tell of lads
who ghould be at school being, instead, cngaged in boyish pranks,
often burning irees which would De usefol for firewoed t0 many
fpmilies whose head is ‘down on his luck,” and on more than one
occasion have batlories been endangered by these fires. The tram-
ways are frequently much injured by these youthful adventurers in
quest of amusement. A sight will frequently meet the eye of the
traveller which, in the distance, would remind him of ihe pictures
published in periodicals for the million, aud boys in particalar, of a
gathering of dusky cannibal warriors, sfier the affray, seated round
the fire smoking their pipes, enjoying themsclves with tho zest of
thoughtless savagery. On nearing the group they turn out o be
colonial larrikins, ench with a black short cutty * pipe in his month,
diligently smoking away the gastric juices of bis stomach cssential to
digestion. Tt sometimes ha‘%)pens that the group may not be
sufficiently endowed with worldly goods to have tobacco and pipes.
each, s0 a clubbing of coppers ensues, sufficient tobucco is procured,
and a pipe. which is passed round after the manuer of the Indian
calumet. These young hobble-de-hoys in the evenings may be found
clustered at street corners annoying, and occasfonally passing in-
decent remarks upon the passers-by. Their knowledge of the thiee
R’s is very limited, if any,—and of the parts of speech, or of the seat
of war it is nil. But they are adepts at everything appertaining to
larvikinism,  Their learuing in oaths, curses. and slang is profonnd,”
Our contemporary advocates that the compulsory clanses of the Act
should be Irought into aclion in favour of these young genilemen ;
and against 1his we desire Lo make no objection, Bt it is alongside
of such characters that our paternal Governnent secks to drive us to
range our iimecent children, to keop whom respectable most of us are
willing to suffer many inconvenicnees and deprivations. In their
mixed schools they would subject not only our boys, but our girls as
well to snch companionship. We nced not as ye, it is irue, submit
to this, but we must pay = heavy fine for the privilege of avolding it.
Now, under the system recommended Ly that enlightened, and we
presume ¢legant, Professor, late of the Ledies’ College, Melbourne,
let us sec what might happen. Tt might arrive to a man to have one
or two delicate and timid little girls, whom it had been his pride and
happiness to bave had educated by the good sisters at some convent
scheol. A Government examination, however, ia established, and the
Inspector coraes to hold il. This gentleman is persuaded in his in-
most licart that his real business is to close private schools, and more
cspecially those of the Catbelics. He accordingly sees everything
with & jaundiced eye, and his consequential, J ack-in-office, bearing
terrifies the children, so that they answor badly. The school is pro-
nounced deficient, and the pure-niinded lttle ones of whom we speak
are handed over to the mercies of the Government teachers, now also
secularised, and placed check-by-jowl with such ruffians as our cone
temporary describes. Tor our own part we should hold that the trial
related of William Tell would: be preferable to suck an ordeal as this,
and that, although the man had not becn possessed of his unerring

aim, and had, ir consequence, sent lhis shaft nos through the apple,

bot throngh the brain of his child instead. A tyraunous woma,
however, is invariably the most ingenious and reckless tyrant, and &
man who has spent any time presicing amongst ladies is sure to
adopt some of their distingnishing tinits, T there must be ladies'
colleges, it were bettor that they should possess ¥ prudes for proc-
tors ” and “ dowagers for deans ;" but, it it be found necessary for a
man to assume tho part of prude and dowager, let it be anderstood
that he is incapacitated from meddling with stetner metal than that
afforded Ly his fair clients. In Lbe long-run the mixed population of
a country will nol be found so casy to cow as a class of bread.and-
butter misses,

Cug liberal Cardinal and moderate Pope has, then,proved un-
gratefnl to his admirers, and we now await their inevitable howl of
execration.  "We foretold how it would be, and we knew stilt more
than we published. We knew that, before the cardinals entered the
conclave, they bound themselves by a solemn oath fit the Tauline
Chapel, to do nothing that would jn any way comproniise the Tem-
poral Power, and very certain were we that Pope Leo would nob
break the oath that Cardinal Pecci had made, We lave, thereforc,
enjoyed a little harmless amuserent in i’eﬂdiﬂg the predictions and
congrgtulations of many of our contemporaries with respect to His
Holiness, Our contemporaries were most anxious to proclaim the
death of the ever to be venerated Pins IX. ; some were Jidle,enongh to
imagine that with him the Papacy mustend, and othersimagined
that he would be succeeded by a pope of the period. To Catholics
both nctions wore alike Iwdicrous ; they knew €hat the Papacy can
only pass away,when the end of all thingt has avrived, and that.no - .
change of disposition:can take place in the occupantof the Fisher«
min’s ohinir: 'Gﬁlfhoﬁt;é:qpémﬂgs ave"Higw disappointed ; by this time
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