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might enjoy a laugh at his critics, who, when theyimagined they
were castigatinghim wereintruthfalling foul of Seneca orPlutarch?
but nevertheless in our much smaller way, we makeprovisionfor
adversecriticism. We havenohesitation, therefore,in informingour
monitor thatit wasnot directly from the reportofProfessor Pearson
wegained the information made use of inour noteto whichhe takes
exception. A formal examinationof the documentinquestionwould
not have appeareduiiderourheading of. Current Tuples, but would
have been assigned a place in thecolumns occupiedbyour leaders.
Oar statements were, however, made onunexceptionableauthority;
namely, that of the Melbourne Advocate, who most decidedly has

,-i^ead, marked, learned, and inwardly digested" theReportof the
Professor. The Advocate, then,quotes the expression of the

Professor'sdismay 'made inIdsreport,andwe agree withhim incon-
sidering an average attendance of 46 per cent,asmost dismal when
viewed inconnection with the expenditurefoundnecessaryto insure
it. Theaverage,attendance inothercountries, whereno such expen-
diture is made, has nothing whatever to say to the question. TheAdvocate,likewise,suppliedus with the data onwhich we went with
regard to the.xat<?of increase. Oar contemporary says :—":

— "Professor
Pearsonestimatesthe attendance,for187G at 46.76in100, whichis anincrease of less than5 percent, on 'lß7l.' 'That,onhis authority,isour gain after 6 years' experienceof the free andgodless system. Andif tbe matterbe inquiredinto,it will be seenthatthereis nogain,but
a loss;for under the old system the increase in attendance wouldhave been' very mixch -larger./ 'As anyone may see for himself,by referring to the reports of the denominational or commonschool systems, the ,rate, of increase wasmuch larger thanProfessorPearson claims for thenewsystem ; andinclaiming asmuch ashedoes he claims by far toomuch. For one thing, itis not atall clearthathemakes any xllowancefor the children under schoolage. How-ever, the fact remains— 'as admittedby aRoyalCommission— thatthe
increasein187(3over1871is less than5per cent,in the average attend-ance,andthisis the fact thesecularists shouldtake toheart. Itis one'thatshouldbringconfusionon thosewhohavebeenpertinaciously, andnothonestly,bolsteringup theAct anddeceivingthepublicwithregard
toit."For thegroundsofour "'

merry-making" anent theTruantInspec-
tor wemust again turntotlicAdvocate. Ourauthority wasthe gentle-
man who writes in our contemporary's columns under the nornda
plume oE

"
Tapley," and who generally knows what he is writing

about,and very ably expresses it. He says:— "One part of Pro-
fessor Pearson'sreport appears tohaveescapedthe attentionof Presswriters, though ithas been heartily laughed at by others whohave
been it. In the countryschools the Professor gravely suggests that
the truant officer, or theheadof the police,shouldbe sent for tocane
the vulgar little naughty boys."' Such, therefore, is the history of
ournote, and we hope that now our worthy contemporarywill .ab-
solve usfrom anintentionof telling fibs. We arethemoreanxious to
be re-established inour contemporary'sesteem,because wehavebeen
somuch flattered andconfounded by the kindly considerationwith
whichhe professeshimself inclinedtoregardus. "We know, indeed,
that there is a school of interpreters who explainthe Scriptural,pre-
cept of treatingyour adversarieswith kindness,and thereby pouring
coals of fireupontheir heads, by asserting its meaningtobe that, in
so treating them,you- will be bitting them all the harder;but our
contemporary is ofnosuch spirit, his regret at our obstreperousness
is genuine, andhe regardsus >vith tiue philanthropy. He reproves
us bimply for our good,and would sweeten, by his exhortations,our"

toneof bitterness,." Our transgressions arc before us,but we take
lefuge in the adage "Homo sum ergo nil humanuma mealienutu
jH/to" Itis natural to man to feel bitter when he is conscious of
being bullied andtyrannisedover,andbulliedand tyrannisedover we
Catholics are,whileGovernmentendeavoursto force secularism upon
us...Our contemporary tells us, that "in Colonieslike thesepublic
fecJ|j|frwouldnot for aninstant tolerate childrenbeing forcedonany
cousiueration to attendparticular schools to which their parents had
religious andconscientiousobjections." But isnot public feelingat
this momenttoleratiug thisvery injustice? J Itis countenanciug°the
Governments of Victoriaand New Zealandin theirpersistentattempt
to force Catholic children into' the Godless schools that their parents
abhor. What security have,we that what is now being done in-
directly may not, after a little, be attempted directly ? We have
nonebut our ownresolute determination, and we knowit. Incon-clusion, iqtrojjosof religious compulsion, would it not be as well to
allow hibtory torepeat itself? Why not at once adopt the Spartan
planof rearingchildren ? Itwas foundadmirably calculated topro-
duce desirable warriors, andto-day desirable voters appear tobe as
imperativea sine <jua non. Do what youwill,home influencesmust
always counteractinsomedegree your best laid plans of education,
and,since rigour is to be employed, it would he as well togo the" wholehog"atonce. Custom inclines us tothink that suchapro-
posalis nonsensical,but,onreflection, weagree thatit doesnot seem
so very far-fetclied after all. We actually mayhave such a proposal
made inall seriousness,and that, at the rate things are progressing,
beforemanymoreyearshavepassedaway.

OURcontemporary theTltavics Advertiser enablesus togivean|
Ulpstyatton of wfcat parents trnwtprepay themselves tosv&vxb wfav

a system of rigorous compulsion in the matter of education. He
holdsup for the admiration of tlie public apopulationof larrikins,
whose habitation is somewhere in his neighbourhood. He thus
describes them :—":

— "
Therearenumerouslads who swarmup thecreeks

daily, whonot only arc not profitably employed, but do muchmis-
chief. The KarakaCreek'may be instanced. Miners can tell of lads
who shouldbe at school being, instead, engaged in "boyish pranks,
often burning trees which would be useful for firewood to many
families whose headis 'downon his luck,' and on more than one
occasion havebatteries been endangered by these fires. The tram-waysare frequently much injuredby these youthful adventurers in
quest of amusement. A sight will frequently meet the eye of thetraveller which, inthe distance, would remind him of the pictures
publishedinperiodicals for the million, and boys in particular, of a
gatheringof dusky cannibalwarriors, after the affray, seatedround
the fire smoking their pipes, enjoying tliernsclves with the zest of
thoughtless savagery. On ncaring the group they turn out to be
colonial larrikins, each with a black short 'cutty

'
pipeinhismouth,

diligently smoking away the gastric juices of his stomach essentialtodigestion. Tt sometimes happens 'that the' group may not be
sufficiently endowed withworldly goods to have tobacco and pipes.each,soa clubbing of coppersensues, sufficient tobaccois procured,andapipe,which is passed round after the manner ,of the Indian,
calumet. These young hobble-de-hoys inthe evenings may be found
clustered at street corners annoying, and occasionally passing in-
decent remarks uponthe passers-by. Their knowledge of the three
It's is very limited, if any,

—
andof theparts of speech, or of the seatof Avar itis nil. But they are adepts at everything appertaining tolarrikinism. Their learning inoaths,curses, and slangis profound."

Our contemporaryadvocates that the compulsory clauses of the Act
shouldbebrought into action in favour of these younggentlemen;
andagainst this we desire to makenoobjection. Butitis alongside
of such characters that our paternalGovernment seeks to driveus to
range our innocentchildren, tokeepwhom respectablemostof us arc
willing to suffer many inconveniences and deprivations. In their
mixedschools they would subject not only our boys, but our girls as
well to such companionship. We need not as yet, itis true, submit
to this,but wemust pay aheavy tine for theprivilege of avoidingit.
Now, under the system recommended by that enlightened, and we
presume elegant, Professor, late of the Ladies' College,Melbourne,
letus seewhatmight happen. Itmight arriveto aman tohaveone
or twodelicate and timid little girls,wlioinithadbeenhispride and
happiness tohave hadeducatedby the good sisters at someconvent
school. A Governmentexamination,however, is established,and the
Inspectorcomes to holdit. This gentleman is persuaded in his in-
mostheart tliathis realbusiness is toclose privateschools, andmore
especially those of the Catholics. He accordingly sees everything
witha jaundiced eye, andhis consequential,Jack-in-office, bearing
terrifies the children, so that they answerbadly. The school is pro-
nounced deficient, and thepure-minded little onesof whom wespeak
arehandedover to themercies ofthe Governmentteachers, now also
secularised,and placedcheck-by-jowl with such ruffians as our con-
temporarydescribes. For our ownpart we should holdthat the trial
related of William Tell wouldbe preferable tosuch anordeal as this,
and that,although themanhadnot been possessed of his unerring
aim,andhad,inconsequence, sent his shaft not through the apple,
but through the brain of his child instead. A tyrannous woman,
however,isinvariably themost ingenious and reckless tyrant, anda
man who has spent any time presiding amongst ladies is sure to
adoptsomeof their distinguishing traits. If there must be ladies'
colleges,it werebetter that they should possess "prudes for proc-
tors

"
and

"
dowagers for deans ;"but,if it be found necessary for a

man to assume thepartof prude and dowager, let it be understood
thatheis incapacitatedfrom meddling with sterner metal than that
affordedby his fair clients. In thelong-run the mixedpopulationof
a country willnot be foundso easy to cow as a, classof bread-and-
butter misses.

Our liberal Cardinal and moderatePope has, then,provedun-
grateful to his admirers, and wenowawait their inevitablehowl of
execration. We foretold how itwouldbe, and wekuewstill more
than wepublished. We knew that,before thecardinalsentered the
conclave, they bound themselves by a solemn oathinthe Pauline
Chapel, to do nothing that would inany waycompromise the Tem-
poral Power, and very certain were we that PopeLeo wouldnob
break the oath that CardinalPecci lxad made. We have, therefore,
enjoyed a little harmlessamusement inreading thepredictions and
congratulations of many of our contemporaries with respect toHisHoliness. Our contemporaries were most anxious to proclaim thedeathof the ever tobe veneratedPins IX:some were,idle.enough to
imagine that with him the .Papacy must end,andothers 'imagined
thathe wouldbe succeededby a pope of the period. To Catholics
both notions were alike ludicrous; theyknew that thePapacy can
only pass away.whenithe end'of aU'thingihas arrived,' and that..no ~
change of disposition-can|ake place inthe occupant-ofthe Fisher-
man'scHaift *(su>coni£mpQraries are3^*'<&»£pamted ;by thistime
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