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He is conreious of the difficulties which the question of sghe-
tion gives rise to, and quictly puts them aside, saying that for one
branch of morality, obedience to the laws of the Btate,
sufficient sanction can be pointed out—rviz., the State’s punish-
ment, adding, “But obedience o the State's laws would not
of 1ts'elt constitute morality.”” Does not - this seem to imply
a contradiction ?  How can the State’s punishment be 'a

sanction for such morality as is implied in obedichce to the
laws of the State, if, the obscrvance -of thése lews does uot
constitute momhty" - This, we must eandidly admit,
beyond our comprehension. "It is a]so bcyohd our comprehen—
sion how the State’s punishuent” céit be' ‘i sartétion for the
observance of laws, which, power,, or cunning,  or certm,u fa-.
vourable circumstances, ‘enables'a man to break with 1‘1.111)1.111“;_‘,r
The morals of 4 man who knows' he ean, with absolute: im-
punity, defy the laws of the State, canunot be influenced hy’ the
punishment of the State, quvell to the morals that can
be taught in public schools, if there be no other sanction'for
them than the State’s punishment. But why go to' the enor-
mous expense of a public system of edueation for the purpose
of teaching morals under such a sanction ?
established amore efficacious system of teaching such morality
as is contained in obedience bo the laws of the State. - There
are the gaols, the cat, the triangle, penal servitude, the roads,
and the glhbet These constitute a sanction for the obser-
vance of the laws of the State such as no teaching in melo]y
secular schools ean ever inculeate. . Co

“There are duties to be performed and precapts to be
obeyed,” Mr. Srour says, « which the ‘State ne1thermquue‘;
nor tenches.” What ave these? who is to point them out?
and, when pointed out, where is the sanction to he found, and
how is it to be meuleated in 2 secular school 7 Nothing is to
be taught there but what is preseribed by the State. Any-
thing beyond this is an intrusion and an usurpation. Is one
schoolmaster to tell his pupils that the moral sense and
sanction arethe product of det clopment from primordial mud ;
another that these are to be found in the acewmulated wisdom
of the sages of all times and nations ; another that utility is
the only guide and sanction ; unother that there is an eternal
all-seeing infinitely just being who infallibly rewards the good
and puuishes the wicked ; or perhaps are all these aud other
theories and principles to be taught in the same school and to
the same class by different teachers 7 Is one master to teach
1hat a lie is never permissible ? another, as some great writers
have tanght, that a lie iz permissible under certain circum-
stances 7 one that divorces are never to be allowed ; another,
as a teacher lately announced in Dunedin, that divoree is a
lighly sroral institution, amd so on almost ad infinifum?
What ix the code of morality that ean possibly he taught
nuder a systen of educalion thai not only ignores Gon, hut
positively excludes Him from the school-roomy ? or where is o
sanction, except the sanetion of the punishment of the State,
which is weak indeed to restrain vien’s passions, to e found
under such a system?  Impossible.  Morals cannot be tanght
in sceular schools. A secular school has not, and cannot
have, consistently with the Jlea of its existence, anything to
do with marals except in so far as it is armed with anthority
from the State to interfere.  .And what it is allowed Dy the
State to do in this matter is inadequate, ludicrouns, and
mischievous.

What Mr. Scout says in reference to truth is not clear to
us, His words as reported by the Daidy T'imes are as fol-
lows :—* There is another thing which the teacher must
teach, and that is truthfulness. That lies at the foundation
ol the tone of a school.  And what does this virtue include 7
Truthfuliess means accurate observation,” &e.  This is news
indeed to us.  We were always under the impression that
truthfulness meant a gennine correspondence between the in-
terior and exterior in man ; that to be truthful it is necessary
for » man to express externally what is in his mind, and
nothing else.  Hence we were tanght that objective truth
nieans that which is, and subjective truth that which appears
to be. From this it follows that a man_may be lromest,
truthful, and yet mistaken, But in the plilosophy of M,
NToUT it is nob so.  Truthfulness means accurate observa- |
tion, not the neccurate expression of one’s mind, of one's
renl thoughts.

Myr. Srour is not ashamed to descend to the stock argu-
ment of secularists—that veligious faith is mot always suf-
ficient to produce right action; and that religions faith and
morality are not always inseparable. And Mr. Stoyr does
really think he finds an argument in these platitudes. Who ever
said these things are inseparable ?  Certainly not those who
have religions faith, And does ji follow that beeause Mr.
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Browr and men-of his party find some  tinworthy Chuistiats

that, therefore, fuith is of little or no avail? Ho must be a
shallow obscrver indeed, and a shallow thinker, who can fail
to know that Christian nations, eventhe worst amongst them,
are immeasurably superior.in every sense to non-Clristian
sations, and that it is their Cluistianity which has secured {o
them this supm‘xout} "Mr. Srour and men ofhis schoql arguc,
‘dontedry to all vules'of logié'and co mm} §ense, from ,a,; par-t-
Yieular to a general, and. speak dlqlespectfully of Christianity
“because it has not.tterly changed. hunran: ature. and rendered”
“it ‘impeceable, forgetting that Motwithstanding its weakness,
corruption, and liberty, hyman-nature has been enlightened,
purified, c]evated Al rstrengthened , by, Christianity. . What
would the world be now, had tliere beenmo: Olmstuwmty ?-The
answer is given by the c:ocrﬂ mom], ind ~intelloctial ‘state nf'
non-Christian statos.

" Butwp are expected to bLheve t.hat,wha.t Chl mtl.unty Thas
been unable Lo effect, will be certainly ]Jlought about by seen-
lar education. Fol]y, insenity?!  If belief in'a’ pérsonal Gon,
in eternal rewards and punishments, has' npt succeeded i
preventing all erimes, a1l social evils, ean it be supposed that
the eradication of such o belief from the minds of nien will,
bring about theirmoral and social regeneration ? Tt is ridicu-
Tously absird 'to! imagine' such ‘a’ consummation. Iaith in
Gob lias not plemuted all erimes, but disbelief in’ Gop with -
sectilar edocation certainly will!  This is the sum and-snb-'
stance of thc tcachmﬂ of %eculm ism in Duuedm. CL
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A RECEPTINN of children of \Imy will 1ake place at St Joseplrs
Church, Dunedin, at the conelusion of Vespcls on Sunday evemng
next, 5(-,11 insti* " ' '

Wg have again to remind our readers that thc Chnreh ul '-:t.
Mary, Star of the Bea, at Pt Chalmers, will be consecrated hy Dis
Lordship the Bishop of the Dmccse, on Sun(hy, 12th inst, A-enl-
lection will be made in aid of the building fund,

Mu. JauEs CARILL writes in our columns acknowledging the
kindness of several adics and gentlemen in Dunedin and its neigh-
hourhood, who have subscribed towards presenting an organ to alady
belonging to the order of the Sisters of the Missions, and who is at
present engaged in carrying out the dulies of her holy calling.in,
Wallis Island This lady is the Sister Mary Si, Fr: ancm of Assisi, aml
wag at onc time a moember of the Dunedin Catholic conrrlerr'mou.
We believe, indeed, that the good nun may be looked upon, in a,man-
ner, as the first fruits of the mission in this c1t), as we understand
her to be the first young lady of the congregation who dedzmtcﬂ her- '
seif to God by entering a religious order. ! :

DxvorioNs for the month of May commenced in St Joseph's
Church, Dunedin, on Wednesday evening, at 7 pm. They will be
continued throughoot i{he month. The altar of the' Blessed Virgin -

Tas been beautifully decorated for the season, and placed under the.

special care of the chiliren of Mary.

TrE Rev, Father Dalton, 8.J., bas been presented with an illo-
minsted address, a chalice, and a purse of sovereigns by the Cathohz,
congregation of Richmond, Victoria. The Rev. Father has dr"cuul
well of the congregation amongst whom he hos laboured for some
years, The occasion of the presentation was Father Dalton® bxmpeml-
ing departure for Sydney, where the Jesnis Fathers are whowd f.u
establish a coilege. -

Prnsors desirons of obtaining the-aid in their households of thy Aly-

most ugelul instrument, the sewing machine, will.do woll to m-.ppu,
the stogk of Mr, A B. badfoul Arvende, Duncdin, My, Sidford is wiso
d to execute repairs.

plq}%ﬂlﬁf‘lsns R. SAUNDIERS & (o, Dunedin, have reccived a large and
beautiful assortment of drapery of all kmas Their stock of &lks
other materials for ladies’ dresses is unrivalled, Their house liven
alto will he found of superior quality, and all the articles included in
theiy trade wilt be fouud at their Lsmbhshment and of the very be.ﬂ
kinds possible.

MEk. J. EpMoNDS, of St. -&uchew-sneet Duucdm. has constmmv
on hand a large supply of conl and wood o7 the best quality, andl af
the most moderate rates of charge.

My, Joux O"LEARY, the former editor of the Irish Prople, hias
been permitted to tmupm‘mly re-visit Ireland for private huqmmc. an
parole, and on condition that he will eschew politics,

MR, GODEFROI DROSSAIS 8r. MARC, Cardinal Alchb]‘ihup of
Rennes, Iir'mcc, is deatt. He was born in 1808, and elevatad tu the

late in 1875,
bmclégg:é(;lMEN are 1)10\(:1-1)1.11!3' long-headed and * ecanny.” But
there are cxception. * Efforts are bemg made, we read, “to oppse
the establishment of the Catholic Mierarchy in b(.otl:md and one
Beotchman has subscribed £5000 to & tund which is to be raisel 1o
defray the cxpenses of a legal resistance.” One of the exceptions,
o vidently.—Pilot,
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