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A DANGEROUS DRINK.
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tTSos'iiTO/ofjf.bsintne.is dailyincreasing in this country, andit ispos-
sible that those>whodrink the deleterious liquor are ignorant of its
iterjiblcproperties. A few years ago,ovenin the large liquorsaloon?

■ofiour great cities, one would ask for absinthe invain. Atpresentin
"almpst every saloon thename of the injurious drink is familiar and
ioftenmentioned.

■ivrAbsinthe, even.when pure, is a compound of extraordinary
nature;;and when adulterated, as itgenerally is,becomes amost vir-
ulentpoison. The pure absinthe is preparedby pounding the leaves
and flowering tops of /various species of wormwood,along with an-
gelica(root,sweet-flag roof, the leaves of dittany of Crete, star-anise
fruit,and-other aromatics, and macerating these in alcohol. After

;sodking for eight days the. liquid is distilled, yielding an emerald-
colouredliquor,,to which ahessential oil (anise) is added. But most
oE;the absinthe ,used,in, .America is made with other herbs and" essential oils; while the adulterations are very deleterious. The
greencolour is usually producedby turmeric indigo andblue vitriol.
f. A Frenchphysician, M. Lcgrand, who has studied the physio-
logical-effccts^of drinking, found that in the case of exces-
sive.dnukcrs,ibereis first/the feeling peculiar to intoxication. The
increasing dose necessaryto produce this state quickly deranges the
"dijrestive.orgaris" aiid""destroys~tho~appctrteT~ An unappeasable thirst
take's possessionof the victim, with giddiness, tingling in the ears,
andhallucinations oP*sight andhearing, followedby a constant men-

depressionand anxiety,loss of brainpower,andeventually,idiocy.
The symptoms in the case of theoccasional drinker or tippler,begin
withmuscular quiverings and decrease of physical streng'th,.the hair
.beginsrto drop off,, the face assumesa melancholy aspect, and he',be-
come* emaciated,wrinkled,,and sallow. Lesionof.the brain follows,
horrible dreams and delusions haunt.the ,victim, and- gradually
paralysis overtakeshim andlands him in the grave.— rJSoston Pilot.

SOCIETY'INIRELAND.

"The degeneracy of Catholic Spain
"
is a- favorite"topic with tlio,nod-Catholic press, " Lookatthe fruits oEPopery," they,erclaim," Be--

hold bowdegraded, weak,and despiserl,has bejome a -country,whichhas beenCatholic for1,500 yearsor moro I" Itmatters not tothesccritics that -whenevera really sensible;,noflLrCatholio,visits,Spain,,,
spends some time there, andkeepshis eyes andears .openybecomes ,.
awaywithall his) preconceived notions dissipate:!;.with a;ve.ry'high '
opinionof the people:and, not infrequently, withan interior light
whichleads himinto thebosom of the Church- Yerecall, ;as wewrite, the experienco oil twoacquaintancesof/our lO^vn,; one wasan
orthodox Episcopalian,the other an educated,but'very .determinedinfidel. Eachofthem went to Spain, at intervals not very distant,iandremained thereseveral months,travelling fromplaceto.plaseand imixing freely with the people. They bothreturned with theopinion
that the Spaniards wereamong the<most .truly happy andenviable
peopleon the globe. "The women," they said,"are chaste; the.domestic lifeof the Spaniard is a model of thrift, contentmentandhomely happiness:the menarcbrave, frankand incorrcptibly honest:
and they know what duty means." But such testimony r as this,
whichis practically inexhaustible,goes for nothing in the estimation
of our aforesaid critics:nor doesJ;he fact that whateverof cvil_thcrc
is in Spain, of amoral, social,or political"character, may"be traced";
directly to1the anti-Uatholic and revolutionary clement introduced

'
there by the secret societies, aud that this evil is only tobe seenin
thelarge cities;nor does the other fact thatboth at the Viennaexpo--'sition andatour own Centennial Spain made a display which put,
several other countries to shame, and whichcould never havebeon
furnishedby adegraded. weakand indolentpeople.

Bufa.freshproof of the falsity of the hackneyed assertion con-,cerning the..degeneracy of Spainhas just been supplied. For nine-years the^Spauish Government
—

monarchy, regency, republic, andmonarchy again,— hassteadfastly heldthe insurgents inCuba atbay, -
andhas aty&stpatanend totheconflictby awarding tothevanquished
termsof p£rd*on .so liberalthat they wereconstrained toaccept them.We say"nothing .here as to the merits of the conflict ;or asto the
chances that Cuba froe,or Cuba annexedto the UnitedStates,or Cubathe scene of an irrcponrilable conflict between thenatives and theSpanish inhabitants, would be any happier than Cuba as she willnewcontinue tobe, a colony of the Spanish crown. Our presentpoint isthat Spain,by the firm tenacity with which she maintained her auth-ority against the revolt;by the willingness with whichher people,under every form of Government, spent their blood and money tomaintain this authority; and by the termsshe has nowawarded tothe vanquished,has emphatically disproved the assertion that she iseither weak or ignorant, or degraded. .There is scarcely another
country on the globe thatwould not havequailedbefore sucn a task.
England wouldhave thrownup the sponge before the first shots werefired:Australia and Canada to-day could shake off their allegianceto England by simply declaring their intentions. The governments
of the world,itmay ba added,havea farhigheropinionoftheprowessanclthe pluck of Spain than that entertained by our non-Catholiccritics. Not oneof thepowers ventures totreather with contempt:if a demand that she considersunjust is made uponher, she knowshow toresist it. To use the slang of the day, "

she doesn't scareworth'a cent."' The only peril for Spain is frotn themachinations ofthe anti-Catholicclement from outside, working through the secretsocieties. Her strength, her glory,and her happinessdepend uponherremaining firmly Catholic— Catholic llei-iete.

A USEFUL WIFE.

H\Q onecan pro into snoipty ns represented in. the country houses in
Ireland wirhnntbeing struck by the absence of veneerwhichhe will
find thor?. We donot moan those countryhouses inhabitedbypeople
whospend their seasonregularly in London, and who differ in no
way from the.niagnates with their houses inYorkshire or Sussex,but
the fawa.fitip, Irishcountryhouses— whose owners look upon" Dublin
as theirmetropolisand great shopping town, and consider an occa-
sional month inLondon as an event toba classedwith theramble in
Switzerlandor the tonr of Italy. Tde visitor to one of these houses
will find no sham— there is "nodeception." His arrival will cause
no flurry:be will not bo kept waititfg in the drawing-room while
the lady of the house and the girls put "finishing touches to"their
beauty. It is ten to onethat,beforehe has succeeded in evoking a
soundfrom the bell

—
probably broken— oneof the young ladies will

herselfopen the door, and with a welcome beaming fromher honest
Irishgrey eyesat once insist on his feelinghimself athome. There
will beno false pride,noattempt to hide defects,or to make up by
brag for poverty. Rather will fun be extracted from the very de-
ficiencies, and the stranger -will at once see that there is nodanger of
puttinghis host or hostess to confusionbydemanding whatis not to
be had. Ifthere is but one man-servant, thehost willnot complain
of theillness or temporary absence of a mythical footman;if the
one man-servant is tipsy (a not uncommonoccurrence inthe land of
JohnJamieson) the hostess"will not be the least ashamed of being
detected assistingthemaid to lay the cloth and arrange the dinner
table.— Exchange. > ~ ~

At the winter assizes in Ireland there "was, from amongst a
populationof over 5,300.000, not onecapital conviction! This, truly,
is solid matter forrejoicing. "_"IAM tempted." writes Major, R. Stuart, from Port au Prince,
"tonotice a plant that grows here of snch strong narcotic powers
that,in thebands of a skilful practitioner, it

1

will' produce coma-of
any intensity or duration, or evendeathitself, whenso intended. The
knowledge of this plant is confuted to a few families, who transmit
the secret as anheir-loom from generation 'to generation,- and the
heritage is highly prized, confirming, it is thought, the power of
miracle workers and priests..For theplant is inmany waysused in
aidof solemn imposture, superstition, and-even crime. The power
thusexercisedis called

'
wanga,' a vyordthat inspires theAfrican with

awe anddread. The wangapriestcan throw into a death-like coma.,
andknowing the moment of returning consciousness, hewillmake a
show ofrecalling to life. If a burglary is to be committed,he can,
by meansof his art,cast a deep sleep on all__in-doors;andonemay
-understandhow he can attain other, forbiddenends in the same way.
.Anexperiencedbotanist couldnot fail to"discover'tliisnlant, which,
ananaesthetic,would nodoubtprovea valuable'acquisitiontomedical
science." f <,<"',

They hadbeen out to the graveyard to bury Mis.Pidgeon, and wereridinghome inthe carriage with the bereaved widower. While hefloppedhis eyes withhis handkerchiefhe told abouther :—:
—

"Inone respectIneversawher equal. Sue was amanager. I'veknowed that womanthat's lying out there in the tomb, to take anold pairof my trousersand cut themup for theboys. She'd make asplendid suit forboth of themoutof themold pants, and a cap forJonny, andhavesomeleft over for a ragcarpet,besidesmakinghand-kerchiefs out of thepockets. Giveher any old garment and it wasas good as a goldmine. Why, she'd take an old sock and make agoodovercoat out of it,Ibelieve. Shehada turn for that kind ofeconomy. There'sone of my sbirts that Ibought in 1874 still goingaboutmaking itself useful as window curtains and plenty of othertilings. Only last June ourgridiron gaveoutandshe took it apart,
andin twohours it wasrigged on the side>of thehouse as .a splendidlightning rod,all except whatshe had made into a poker and ice-pick. Ingenious .' "Why, sheJkcpt.tbe familyinbuttons andwhistles
out of the ham bones that she saved,and she made fifteen princelychicken-coopsout of her old hoop-skirts,and a pig pen out of herusedup corsetbones. She never wasted a solitary thing. Leta catdie around the louse and the first thing youknow, Mary Jan'e'd havea newmuff anda set of furs, andI'dbegin to find mince vies on thedinner table. She'dstuff a feather bed with the feathers she gotoftone littlebit of a rooster, andshe'd even utilise the roaches in/ thekitchen so'they'd run thechurn— hada machine she made for, thatpurpose. I've seen her cook'potatoe parings so you'd think theywere canvas-backduck, andshe hada wayof doctoring up shavings
that thepig wouldeat them and grow fat on them: Ibelieve shecould bmld a four storyhotelifyou'dgive her a single pine-board;or asteamboat,out of a washboiler;and the very last thing she saidtome was tobury her out in the garden,so she would beusefuldownbelow there, tohelp shoveup the cabbages. "I'llnever see her like
again.

—
Americanpaper.

Prince Bismarck liasbeen the Sphinx par excellence through-
out the Eastern complications, and all the. parties inthe Reichstagareagreedin -wishing toknow what the greatmanmeans,and whatheis driving at.

—
Overland,Mail,
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XTT OO DIFIBL D AND JOL LV,
V V - , , GENERAL PRINTERS AND'PUBLISHER^

00TAG-ON, DUJJEDIK,-.

W: and J. having recently importeda
!most extensiveand variedprintingplant, arenow'

prepared to executeevery description of,Plain and Orna-
mental Printing inthenewestandneatest styles, and with despatch

PrintersofallkindsofCirculars, Cards,Receipt,Delivery,andCheque
Books,Balland otherProgrammes, Chemists' Labels,Bill-

heads, Handbills,Posters, Magazines, Pamphlets
and Publications of any size or form.


