
(From the Argiis,February 23.)
The population returns of "Victoria for1877 arcpublishedinyester-
day's Gazetteand we learn that Victorianow numbers 860,504 souls.
This is an increase of 20,504 fromthe 31st December,1876 to 31st
December,1877—

a gain somewhat inexcessof the stuntedgrowth of
previous years, though considerably ""ess than thehealthy increase
which theyearprior to1872 witnessed. The strange feature of the
returnsis the continuationof the steadydiminution of the birth-rate
to which wehave from time to time called attention before. Mr.
Hayter tells us that thebirths werefewerin1877 than inany year
since 1869 audwe give figureswhichshow the falling-off :—:

—
Total Births.

1873 28,100
1877 26,043

Yet iii 1873 the populationwas only 790,000andiiow itis 860,000,
and thetotal of birthsought tobe largeinproportion. The imme-
diate cause of the effect is not far toseek, Dr.Balls-Headly having.

Irecently written at length onthe decrease ofmarriages in Victoria.
Butthis only pushes the difficulty a stage furtherback,andbrings us
tothe question, why should marriages be fewer in Victoria than
before? No question deserves a closer" study. A decrease in the
birthrate— theratio per 1000 of the population can be understood.
Itmaybe accounted for by anincrease inthenumber of childrenwho
arenot marriageable,butanabsolute decreaseinthemunberofbirths,
six children only coining into the worldwhere sevencame before, iv
the same country, and substantially with the samepopulation,it a
phenomenon of which no explanationhas"been offered except the
very unsatisfactory one that men andwomenaremorepinched for
the means of living thanever they werebefore inVictoria, andthau
they arein the adjacent colonies,where thepopulationhasnotceased
toabundantly multiply in the laud. Some corresponding figures
conic fromNew (South Wales. Putting aside immigration, the excess
of births over deaths in the sister colony last year,was 16,414, aud
in Victoria the excess was only 13,521, although wehadmuch the
larger population. Ourgain,measured by the Sydneystandard,ought
tohave been 20,000 fromthis sourcealone. New South Wales gained
16,072by immigration, andwe 7,253. Our total increase is 20,504 :
hers 32,486. We are800,504 innumber ;New South Wales is 002,212— the two colonies containing now a populationof overone million
and a half; Victoria still considerably inadvance,but New South
Wales gaining rapidly.

NEW ZEALAND CENSUS, 1878.

The followingare the approximate numbers returned by the sub-
enumerators for theplacesnamed :—:

—
BoroughofAuckland

— (City East).— Males,2137;females, 2105;
total, 4262. City"West.— Males, 4812; females, 4058; total, 9470.
Making a total,males, 05)09:females, 0703; gross t0ta1,'13,7.32, in
the twomain divisionsof the city ofAuckland. To these numbers,
however,must be addedthenumber onboardship in the harbour oli
Auckland, viz., males, 76.3; females., 05 ;makiug a gross total o[
14,565 souls within the city of andportAuckland.

Parnell.— Thisdistrictcomprisesadivision into "borough
"

and"electorate," from whichthe returns are the following:
—

Borough
—

Males,1321; females, 1382; total, 2703. Electorate— Males, 486;
females,37G :total, 802.

Eden (County).
—

Parnell is also classed as aRiding
—

Males,514;
females,554 ;total,106S.

Ifewton (Riding; is classed as anElectorate, and the numbers
arc— Males,1730;females, 1782 ;total,3512.

Epsom(Riding) is takeninas a suburb, but the reason why is
not very apparent,thepopulation being shown as follows :

—
Males,

859; females, 839;total,1098.
G-rafton (Riding) is also representedas a suburb, the numbers

being— males, 2289;females,2465; total, 4754. This represents a
gross total for cityandsuburbs of 29,162.

Tamaki (Riding.)— Males,479 ;females, 423 ;total, 902.
Whau (Riding).— Males, 701;females,526 ;total,1227.
Onehunga (Borough).— Males,1031,; females, 1111;total, 2142.
Totalreturns for County Manukau received np to the present

'6135.
Totalreturns for Rodney County, 2114.
Totalfor WaitemataCounty, 3123.
The Registrar-General desires it to be notified that the above

returnsmust beregardedas approximateonly,untilthey shall have
been properly checked.

Pkaoeor war,which is it to be ? It is not as yet determined
butmattersdo not look verycheerful. What the effectof the attitude
ofRoumauiamay be on the questionwe arc hardly as yetina posi-
tion to judge, for we have not had the advantage of learning the
opinionsof those at home, more intimately acquainted with the ins
and outsof Europeanpolitics. The twomost remarkablearticles on
the situation brought hereby the mail arc that of Mr. Gladstonein
the Xineteeih Century, and thatof M.dc Lavelcycin theFortnightly,
butneither includes a view of the present complication. Mr. Glad-
btoncWf,r leprous thnllluumaiiia should not be deprived of Bessa-
rabia,&viconsidered thematteras a question to be decideduponby
the States bordering on theDanube, and he did not seemto foresee
thaiIloumania would offer an armed resistance to the demandso^
Russia. 31. do Laveleye, whosepaper contains a sketch of themost
satisfactorysettlementof the difficulty that appears possible,made no
provisionfor the establishmentof Russia within the Balkan Penin-
sula, or in fact at alluponthe Danube. His planwasforautonomous
provinces, withanAustrian protectorate of Bosnia andHerzegovina,
and that Turkey should be allowed to suffer her inevitable fate of
decay. Hedid not consider that the interests of England in the
East were threatened by the Russian advance in Asia, which he
lookeduponas certaintoprove a source of weakness to the latter
power. Ho believed that England, should she bo guilty of undue
interference, would ba isolated; but although he affirms the impo-
tency ofAustria to take action without the cordialsupportof Ger-
many,ami considers France to be the natural ally of Russia, and
further relics upon the goodsense andStirling qualitiesof the present
FrenchMinistry for the preservation of peace, he admits thepossi-
bility of .England's persuadingFrance aud Austria toformanalliance
withher. ami consequently the possibility of hercommittingthegreat
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crimeof provokinga general war. Of aprobable coercion byRussia
of Roumaniahe say.s uothing, andthis nowappearslikely toexercise
animportant influence indetei'mining to whichside thebalance is to
incline. TheJournal des Bebats,theFrench constitutionalistorgan,
we perceiveexpro&sot, doubts of the sincerity of Prince Bismarck's
mediation.;we confess we participate in such doubts. The great
chancellor has throughout his career been known for so iar-sighteda
plotter,so systematicandpatient in designing and workingout the
measures that seemed desirable tohim thatitisimpossibletoplaceany
reliance uponhim,or tosay what it maybe, thathe,in truth, is bent
onuntil his ends havebeen gained, and published to the world. It
may be true that a great war would not now suit Germany,butit
may also betrue that a warinwhichshe wouldnotbe obligedto take
part,but which wouldfacilitateher annexationofHolland,mayseem
toher statesmen far fromundesirable. Howeveritmay be, we may
bepersuadedthatBismarck'smediation,sincereorinsincere, isintended
for theultimate benefit ofhis own cotintry, rather than for that cf
eitherof the twootherpowers concerned.

THE POPULATION OF VICTORIA.

of Paula, or St. Anthony, whether his facile interpretationswould
beable toconvince them that such a symbol was worthy of Chris-
tianity,and fit toreplace the sigu which led to the conversionof the
founder of Constantinople. The crescent,at least, is emblematic of
■what wasonceamighty empire,but thepineapple (?) of nothing.

We can havenobetter proofof the desperationinto -which the
lossof personalcharmsdrivescertain members of the fair sex than
that afforded by the continued patronage accorded to Madame
Kachel. The craving to be "beautiful for ever" has been strong
enough to induce ladies of good position to have recourse to this
woman's doubtful services, notwithstanding the exposes that have
occurred throughout her career, and which, it might have been
thought,mosthavebeen sufficient tohaveblastedherreputationeven
inrespect to the unworthy trade carried on by her,andshovm her to
be, whereher professedartwasconcerned, an impostor ;while
social extinction waswell known tobe thepenalty that awaitedher
publishedvictims. This efforttoretainbeauty of appearancefor a
longer periodthannaturehas decreed that it shall be retained is
certainly one of the gravest weaknesses that marks the female
character, and it is a blemish that is as incomprehensible as
it is disfiguring. It is, indeed, most difficult to understand what
satisfaction can be derived from the belief that admiration
is accorded to the paint and enamel that adorn skin which
has lost its smoothness and delicate tints, or to a head adorned
with luxuriant tressesthatby no means belong to it. Itis as irra-
tional totakepleasureinsuch an admiration .as it wouldbe, almost

'

to feel apersonal conceit inthatbestoweduponthe waxenlineaments
of a liy figure in thenearesthairdresser's window. Butitis too true
thata tendency to seek for spurious admiration of the kindis not
only inexistence,but strongly on theincrease. The extravaganceof
fashionis said tobegrowing daily, and the promenadesof Paris,its
chief fountain, arenowsaid to exhibit a devotion to dress thathas
neverbeen equalled. Yet it remains true that dress is impotent to
confer the chamis thatare demandedfrom it. Inmanyinstances it
disfigures rather than adorns, and it frequently takes weeks for the
eye to growaccustomed to some freak of taste introduced by those
wholead thefashionable world in this regard. What Acldison has
said of the headis worthyof all attention :— "Iwoulddesire the fair
bex toconsider howimpossibleitis for them to addanything that can
be ornamental to what is already the masterpiece of nature. The
headhas themostbeautifulappearance, aswell asthehighest station

?inahuman figure. Naturehas laid out allher art inbeautifying the
i'ace;she has touchedit withvermilion,plantedinit a double rowof
ivory,madeit the seat of smiles and blushes, lighted it up anden-
Hveued it with thebrightness of the eyes,hung itoneach side with
curious organs of sense,givenit airs and graces that cannot be des-
cribed,and surroundedit withsuch aflowing shade ofhair as sets all
its beautiesiv themost agreeablelight. Inshort, she seems to have
designedthe headas a cupola to themost glorious of herworks;and
when we loadit withsuch a pile of supernumerary ornaments, we
destroy the symmetry of thehuman figure, .and foolishly contrive to
cull off the eye from great and real beauties, to childish gewgaws,
ribbons, andbone-lace."
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