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of Pauls, or t. Anthony, whether his facile interpretations would
bt_! abie to convince them that such a symbol was worthy of Chris-
tianity, and it to replace the sign which led to the conversien of the
founder of Constzmtinoplé. The crescent, at least, is emblematic of
what was cuce 5 mighty empive, bul the pineapple (1) of nothing.

WE can huve no better praof of the desperation into which the
loss of personal charms drives certain members of the fair sex than
that afforded by the continued patronage accorded to Madame
Bachel. The craving to be “beautiful for ever” has been strong
enough to induce ladies of good position to Lmve recourse to this
woman’s doubtful services, notwithstanding the ezposds that have
oceurred throughout her career, and which, it might have been
thought, must bave been sufficient to have blasted her reputation even
0 respect to the unworthy frade carried on by ber, and shown her to
bc,' eit where her professed art was concerned, an impostor ; while
social extinetion was well known to be the penalty that awaited her
bublished victims. This effort to retain beauty of appearance for a
longer period than nature has decreed {hat it shall be retained is
certainly one of the gravest weaknesses that marks the female
t.iha‘.}:acter. and it is 2 blemish that is as incomprehensible as
it ig disfiguring. Tt is, indeed, most difficult to understund what
fiatisfaction can be derived from the belief that admiration
16 accorded to the paint and enamel that adorn ekin which
has Tost its smoothness and dclicate tints, or to a head adorned
with luxuriant {1esses that by no means belong lo it. Itis asirra-

Lioual to take pleasure in such an admiration .as it would be, almost

Lo feel a personal concedt in that bestowed upon the waxen Kneaments
of a 1y figure in the nearest hairdresser's window. But it is too true
that a tendency to seek for spurious admiration of the kind is not
Only- in existence, but strongly on the increase. The extravagance of
fas_hmn is said to be growing daily, and the promenades of Paris, its
chief fountain, are now said to exhibit & devobion to dress that has
uever been equalled. Yot it remains truc that dress is impotent to
09nfer the charms that are demanded from it. In many instances it
disfigures rather then adorns, and it frequently takes wecks for the
eye to grow accustomed to some freak of taste introduced by those
wl_m lead the fashicnable world in this regard. What Addison has
said of the head is worthy of all attention :—% I would desire the fair
»ex to consider how impossible it is for them to add anything that can
be ornamental to what is already the masterpiece of naturc. The
1.1(::1(1 has the most beautiful appearance, as well as the highess station,
in o human figure. Nature has laid out all her art in beautifying the
face ; she has touched it with vermilion, planted in it & donble row of
ivory, mads it the seat of smiles and blushes, lighted it up and en-
livened i, with the brightucss of the eyes, hung it on cach side with
curious organs of sense, given it airs and graces that cannot be des-
eribed, awd surrounded it with such a flowing shade of hair as sets all
fts beauties in the most agrecable light., Tn short, she seems to have
designed the head as a cupola Lo 1be most gloricus of her works ; and
when we load it with such a pile of supernumerary ornaments, we
destroy the symmelry of the human figure, ard foolishly contrive to
call off the eyc from great and real heautics, to childish gewgaws,
ribbons, und bone-lace.”

PEAGE or war, which is it to he? Tt is not as yet deiermined
but matlersdo not look very cheerful,  What the effectof the attitude
of Roumania may be on the guestion we arc hardly asyetin a posi-
tion to jndge, for we have not had the advantage of learning the
opinions of those at home, more intimately acquainted with the ins
and outs of Buropean politics. The two most remarkable articles on
Liie situation Lrought here by the mail are that of Mr. Gladstone in
the Nincteeih (enfury, and that of M. de Laveleye in the Fortaightly,
Lut neither includes a view of the present complication. Mr, Glad-
br.uuc"(,lcairu[ls that Boumanin should not be deprived of Bessa-
rithia, nt considered the matier as a guestion to be decided npon by
ihe Btates borderiog on the Danube, and he 4id nob scem to foreses
that Toumania would offor an armed resistance to the demands of
Russia, M. de Laveleye, whose paper conlaing a sketch of the most
sitisfuctory settlement of the difficulty that appears possible, made no
provision for the establishment of Russia within the Balkan Penin-
sula, or in fact at all upon the Danube. His plan wasfor autohomous
provinces, with an Austrian protectorate of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and that Tmkey ~honld be allowed to suffer her inevitable fate of
deeay. He did not .unsider that the interests of Englacd in the
East were threatened by the Russian advance in Asia, which he
looked npon as certain to prove n sowrce of wenkness to tho latter
power, MHe belicved that Xngland, should she bo guilty of undue
interference, would be isolated ; but althongh he affirms the impo-
teney of Austria to take aclion without the cordial support of Ger-
many, aul considers France to be the natuval ally of Russia, and
further relies upon the good sense and stirling qualities of the present
French Ministry for the preservation of peace, he admits the possi-
Lility of England’s persunding ¥runce and Austria, to form an alliarce
with Ler. sl consequently the possibilily of her commitiing the greal

crime of provoking a general war. Of a prc;bable coercion by Bussia
of Roumania be snys nothing, and this now appears likely to exercise
an important inflnence in determining to which side the balance is to
ineline. The Jourral des Dibats, the French constitutionalisé organ,
we percelve expresses doubts of the sineerify of Prince Bismarck's
mediation ; we counfess we participate in such doubts, The great
chanceller has tironghout his eareer been known for so far-sighted a
plotier, so systematic and patient in designing and working out the
measures that secmed desirable to him that it is impossible to place any
reliasnes upon him, or to say what it may Le, that he, in truth, is bent
on until his ends have been gained, and published to the world. It
may be true that o great war wounld not now suit Germany, but it
may also be truc that a war in which she would not be obliged to take
part, but which would facilitate her annexation of Holland, may scem
10 her statesmen far from undesirable, Fowever it may be, we may
be persuaded that Blsmarck's mediation, sincere or ingincere, isintended

for the ultimate benefit of his own country, rather than for that of
either of the two other powers concerned.

THE POPULATION OF VICTORIA.

—_———

{From the Argus, Febroary 23.)

TeE population returns of Vietoria for 1877 arc published in yester-
day’s GFezette and we learn that Victoria now numbers 860,504 souls,
This is an increase of 20,504 from the 31st December, 1876 to 31st
December, 1877—a gain somewhat in excess of the stunted growth of
previous years, thoagh considerably Jess than the healthy increase
which the year prior to 1872 witnessed,  The strange feature of the
returns is the continvation of the steady diminution of the birth-rate
to which we havé from time to time called attention hefore. Mr
Hayter tells us that the births werc fewer in 1877 than in any year
sinee 1869 and we give figures which show the falling-off :—

Total Births,
LR ST vrmiesireiarna s rrerrs 28,100
1877...... v end 26,048

Yet in 1873 the population was only 790,000 and now it is 860,000,
and the total of births onght to be lavge in proportion.  The imme-
diate cause of the effect is not far to seek, Dr, Balls-Headly having .
recently written ab Jength on the decrease of marriages in Victurin.
But this only pushes the difficulty a stage further back, and brings us
to the guestion, why should marriages be fewer in Victoria than
before! No question deserves a closer'study. A decrease in the
birth rate—the ratio per 1000 of the population can be understood.
It may be accounted for by an inereasc in the number of children who
are nol marriagesble, but an absoluic decrense in the number of births,
six children only coming into the world where seven came before, iu
the same country, and substantially with the smme population, ic o
phenomenon of which no explanution has been offered except the
vory unsatisiactory one that men and wemen are more pinched for
the menns of living than ever they were before in Victoria, and than
they are in the adjacent colonies, where the population has nob censed
to abundanfly muitiply in the land. Home corresponding figures
come from New Honth Wales. Putting aside immigration, the excess
of births over deaths in the sister colouy last year, was LG,414, and
in Victoria the cxcess was ouly 13,521, although we had much tho
larger population. Qur gain, measured by the Sydney standard, ought
to have been 20,000 from this source alone. New South Wales gained
16,072 by immigration, and we 7.2533.  Our total increase is 20,6504 ¢
hers 32,486, We ate $60,504 in number ; New South Wales is 662,212
~—the two colonies containing now a population ot over one million
and & half; Victoria still considerabiy in advance, but New South
Wales gaining rapidly.

NEW ZEALAND CENSUS, 1878.
—
THE following are the approximate numbers retmned by ihe sub-
enumerators for the places named :—

Borough of Auckland—(City Fast).—Males, 2157 ; females, 2105 ;
total, 4262, City West.—DMales, 4812 fomales, 1G58 ; total, 9470,
Making o totul, males, 6969 ; fomales, 6763 ; gross tolal, 13,732, in
the two main divisions of the ciby of Auckland., To these pumbers,
Lowever, must e added the number un Loard ship in the harbour of
Auekland, viz, males, 763 ; females, 63 ; making a gross total ol
14,565 souls within the city of and port Auckland,

Parnell.—This disirict comprises a division into “Dboreugh ™ and
“ glectorate,” from which the retuing are the following :—Borough—
Males, 1321 ; females, 1382 ; total, 2703. Electorate—Males, 486 ;
females, 876 ; tetal, 862,

Eden (County).—Parnell is also classed as a Riding—DMales, 514 ;
fomales, 554 5 total, 1068,

Newton (Riding) is classed as an Bleclorate, and the nwmnbers
arc—Males, 1780 ; females, 1782 ; total, 8512,

Epsom (Riding) is taken in as a suburk, but the reason why is
not yery appareut, the population being shown ag follows :—Males,
850 ; females, 889 ; total, 1608,

Grafton (Riding) is nlso represented as a suburb, the nambers
heing—males, 2289 ; fomales, 2465 ; total, 4754. This represenis a
gross fotal for city and suburbs of 29,162,

Tamaki (Biding.)—Males, 470 ; fernales, 423 ; total, 902,

Whau (Riding).—Males, 701 ; females, 526 ; total, 1227,

Onchunga (Borough).—Males, 1081.; females, 1111 ; total, 2242,

Total returns for Comuty Manukau received up to the present
G135, -

Total retuing for Rodney County, 2114,

Total for Waitemata County, 3123.

The Registrar-General desives it to he motificd that the above
retuimns must be regarded as approximate only, until they shall have
been properly checked, .



