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THE PROFESSOR AND THE "DAILY TIMES."

l/B esteemed contemporaryof Dunedin has latelygone into ecstacies over Professor Pearson'sReport onEducation in Victoria. According tothe Editor tins Eeport proves that it was acalumny which assertedthatProfessor Pearson'sappointment as Commissioner of Education inthe sister colony wasa job,perpetrated to com-pensate the ex-Professor of the Ladies' CollegeMelbourne,for losing at the same time his election, and hisprofessorship, which he had resigned for the purpose ofgoing into Parliament as #neofMr.Berry's whippers TheDaily Timeshas given a long list of Professor Pearson'sacademic honours, employments, and general qualifications
lor thepost he holds at present, at a salary of about onethousandpounds sterlingper annum.Thisis agood round sum, and of course it imposed onthe Professor thenecessity of showing some work, or at allevents, ofmakingbelieve, somehow,that the money was notabsolutely thrownaway. The Professor is,nodoubt, atleastanhonest man, and wouldnot on any account eat the breado idleness ; so wehave this long Report, which extends toalmosttwo hundred pages of the usual size of reports pre-sented to Sovereigns,Governors,andParliaments. If valueis to be estimatedbylength, the Professor has indeed donegood work; but whether it is worth a thousand pounds perannumsterlingmay still be doubted. The Daily Times oiUtago has, however, no doubt whatever; in our contem-porary c estimation it is cheap,dog cheap,at the money;and
is a clear proof that the great Democratic Government ofVictoria actedmost wisely in giving the great Professor oftheLadies College Melbourne,a thousanda-year,wherewithalto consolehimself for being rejected by that unappreciativeconstituency whichpreferredhis unworthy rival. Oh for aDatbj TimesinVictoria to teach clodocrats the value of Pro-iossor Pearsox andhis hundred and sixty or seventypacesor thereabouts! J F 6 '

Now that wehave time duly to reflect upon it, we feeldeeply humbled to think that our ignorance, or want ofgenius, or of thatgenuinelove of liberty which drives demo-crats topry mto the most private concerns of families, andT»l **£* ier^»tion of men'skitchens andwardrobes,£^?J? °f°Ur ing aWeto claP our handsandjoinm chorus with our contemporary in crying "Bravo!" inappreciationandhonour ofthis wonderful Jifport. We areunhappriy, under the impression— with shame we say it-i

that this greatand exhaustive Report is badly written« thatmaliterary point of view, it is not verycreditable to an ex-Professor of aLadies' College, and a Commissioner, and <iCommission too, ofEducation. We think wp discover in >tsomemistakes as to ordinary grammarand composition ISiitvremust suppose that all this is the natural outcohie of ourignorance. And nodoubt our readers -willfancy tliiit this isnot surprising, as wemust be supposed to know more aboutIrish than English. Well, we. shall endeavour to improveand to thisend shallmake a still more^profoundstudyof thisgrammaticaland eloquently written'Report, which has wonthe enthusiastic approvalof our learned and eloquentcontem-porary.
But the scholarly style of this great Report is not theonly quality that arrests the attentionofthe Times and winsits approbation and praise. Not atall, this Report aboundslin excellences. It is scholarly, grammatical of course, most|correct m composition,clear, in someplaces in fact nearly asclear as mud;but it is also a greatdeal more, itabounds inliberal principles,philosophy and politicalwisdom, thisis itsclnei recommendation to our excellent contemporary For

iexample, the wise Professor proposes to introduce some newjregulations to secure theperfect workingof compulsion " andso enamoured is our contemporary of these thathe scoffs atthe Britisher thinking for a moment that hehas any ritrhtnatural or acquired, to freedom of action in reference to theeducation of his children. This isaltogether a childish ideafit only for a man who thinks that he does possess somenaturalrights inhis own household,but altogetherunbecoming
1? a frll

4
"%ed democrat, and very properly repudiatedb?thedefeateddemocratic candidate.

Professor Pearsonproposes,inorder thatallmaybecom-pelled to send their children to school, that allparentsandguardiansshall register their children ofschool age and thaton removal from one locality to another, they shall be boundby astringent lawtogivealistof their children to the Government schoolmaster ! Hear ye this,allyoubesotted advocatesof the liberty ofthe subjectand of man, allyou,not Pearsonand Berry democrats,hear ye this ;give alist of your chil-drento theGovernment school masterofyour severaldistrictselse you shallbe carried awayto some loathsomeprison " andserve youright for notknowinghow to understandandappre-
ciate democraticliberties andrights.

Professor Peakson also proposesthat Governmentinspec-tors shall not confine themselves to Government schools,butshall also be bound to inspect private and denominationalschoois^notforthepurposeofdestroyingthen^buttorendertheinmore efficient, of course. Andhere is the way in which it isto be done. Allchildren attendingprivate anddenominationalschools must present themselves before the Government Inspectors,and if in consequence of stupidity, idleness,or fearol the great man, they happen not to give the GovernmentInspector what he mayconsidersufficient proofoftheir having-attained the required standard, they are then to be compelledto leave theschools selected for them,andentirelymaintainedby their parents, and are to bedriven by thepoliceman'sbatoninto thegodless Government schools, where, ofcourse,no onelS £ er.Stupid'idle' or bashfuI> where the teachers mustbe efficient, since they have the approbation of the greatscholar, writer, philosopher, politiciananddemocrat,ex-Pro~fessor Pearson of the Ladies' College, Melbourne.Ex-Professor Pearson and his party do not wish todestroy .all Catholic schools, and to render the existence ofsuch in the future impossible. Not at all; they love libertythat is all; that is, they love the license to do what theyplease themselves, andwhatpleases them most is thatno oneelse shfll have anyliberty at all,or possessany rights,excepttne right to do what their consciences abhor. The old idea offreedom was this, viz., that men should be at liberty to dowhat is right; but this is now explodedbydemocrats, whohave substituted in its place another idea and definitionLiberty,accordingtomodern thought,consistsinalicense todowrong, to violate conscience,and trampleon revelation Butto demand to be free to do what is in accordance with truthjustice,and conscience,is,according to themiscalled Liberalsoi the day,nothingshort of anusurpation, infact a tyrannyNow-a-days the genuine freeman is not hewho acts according
to ordemandstheright to actaccording to truth, justice amiconscience, but one who despises and tramples onall tliwvThings have changed their names, and men's minds havebecomeobscuredandconfused.

Professor Pearson has received instructions to devisemeans ofcarrying out his suggestions. The great Liberals

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday, April 26,1878.
11

ANTED, for the Catholic School,Milon,aduly
qualified TEACHER.

Apply to theRev.ThomasLenehax,Milton.


