
Dr.Cumming, weperceive,is still amongst theprophets. The
rev. seer appears to have been in no way discouraged by the
failureof previouspredictions. Heis of better heart,and when the
yearshe has now andagaindeclared as, severally, the last which,the
world was to witnesshad passed, andleft this terrestrial ball still
swingingintact around the sun,hesimply wipedout thepagehe had
inscribed, and commenced all over again, to the admiration and
satisfactionof himselfandhis followers. The rev. doctor now de-
clares that the crescent is " waning in a mist of blood and
slaughter." A rather prettily turned expression we admit, but
hardly one thatitrequires second-sight to suggest. He announces
fiu-therthat the

"
cross will soon supplant the crescent," and it is

respecting this that we desirealittleinformation. Whatcross does
thepropheticgentlemenalludeto? Does hemean theRusso-Greek
cross, whichis not verymuchmore asign of Christianity thanis the
crescentitself 'I Or does he, peradventure,mean the Presbyterian
cross ? which,if our eyesight doesnot deceiveus,and the summit of
theFirst Church steepleinDunedinmaybe relied* upon as a crite-
rion,itstrikes usbearsa strong resemblance tosomething horticul-
tural, and,in fact, to akindof trophy of green-grocery, rather than
an emblemof religion. However, if there were to be found any
patriarchalfish surviving from heathen days in the waters of the
Bosphorus, theTeflectionof such anadornment there from thedome
of St. Sophiamight excusably lead them to conclude that the wor-
ship of Ceres had been rcvivodupontheearth. We doubt, even if
Dr. Camming wprc possessedofapowerkindredto thatof St.Francis

New Zealand Tablet
Vol. V.— No. 260.

Current Topics
ATHOME $ ABROAD.

DUNEDIN:FRIDAY, APRIL 26, 1878. Pbice 6d
expert, forProfessor Pearson, gives expressionto anotion or two on
the subject of educ. �,,t thatmay leadtostartling results. For the
present, suffice it to c. ,thatgentleman is greatly bent on compul-
sion. The whole dut. of manhe conceives to be that of inculcat-
ing devotionto the jeE.supon the rising generation, and with a
view to theenforce:-outof this duty he would introduce certainnew
andstringent regulations into the measure in question. He would
haveparents— who will certainly arrive at the suspicion, at least,
that it is adesideratumtobe free from "" incumbrances"

—
obliged to

register their familieswiththenearestdominie. Dogberryis about
tobemultiplied! Hewould.havean official elected to fill a most
enviablepost, who would be known to persons speaking with pro-
priety as the " Traant Inspector;" and amongst whose pleasing
duties would be that of caning extra-refractory members at the
bidding of the school-master. To increase the popularity of .this
person,moreover,Professor Pearsonwould have him maintainedat
the expenseof the districtto whichit was found"necessarytoappoint
him. Inshort, we may observe,enpassant, thatifindividuals could
befoundof sufficientmeannessofspirit,andyetstrong-bodiedenough,
to fufil the dutiesof the office, it wouldaffordaproof of the degen-
eracyof.the times andcolony. Itnow proves the fertility of the
Professor's invention in the matter of "publicans and sinners."
This gentleman would, finally,have Government examinationsheld
of all childrenreceivingprivateinstruction, andincases where such,
children werepronouncednot up to the standard, and there would
weimagine be many suchcases,he wouldhave them forced into the
Government schools— which measure is rather a dangerous one to
propose,for wecanfancy instances inwhichit would be the duty of
parents toresist such amandate asif it wereanattemptuponlife or
honour. Itwouldundoubtedly have been so in the case of those
schools whereinthe seed of destructionhadbeen sown in thehearts
of those womenof whomProfessor Agassizhas told us, and fathers
wouldbe asmuchbound toresist it asif it were the direct order to
imprison theirinnocentchildren in the housesinwhichAgassizfound
them. Itwould be so,likewise,withregard to thoseschoolsinwhich
theNew YorkSociety for thePrevention of Vice informs us obscene
booksare freely circulated. We do not believe the secular system
will prove one whit morecleanly inAustralia than it has {proved in
America. Thesystem, however, has so far failedin Victoria. "Ido
not,"saysProfessorPearson, "regard an average attendance of 40
per cent,orless withanyfeelingbut dismay, when Iconsider what
our expenditure has been." Itremains to be seen how far the
rigorous enforcement of compulsion will mend matters, or whether
even this will succeedin.bringing upthe rateof increase to what it
wasunder the former system,andof whichitnowfalls short.

HErejectionof themeasureintroducedlastFebruaiy into
theImperialParliamentfor thereclamationof thewaste
lauds of Irelandisa further proof,if such wereneeded
oftheunfitness of theBritishHouseof Commons to deal
withpurely Irishmatters. Mr. Macarthy stated that of
the whole areaof the lands ofIreland,fourmillion acres,
or aboutone-fifth, werehog and swamp. His proposal

""was thatGovernment shouldundertaketo reclaim theselands,making itcompulsory on their presentproprietarytopartwith
themfor thispurpose,ofcourseata just scale of remuneration, and
that they should thenhe disposedof to peasantfarmers, who wouldrefundthemoney expendedon their purchase and reclamation. It
is needless to speak a wordin favour of the measure,which recom-
mends itself clearlyto the judgment of all unprejudiced men, In-
deedtheevidentadvantage tobegained from the reclamation itself
was too'cleartoadmit of much oppositionon that score; although
LordCrichtonrather foolishly adduced, inopposing themeasure, the
instanceof certain landsinFermanagh whichhesaid had been suc-
cessfullyrelaimedandcultivated,but after some time given up by
thefarmerswhoheld themandallowed to becomeonce more shelterfor grouse. His Lordship did not enter into any explanationsby
whichitmightbe gatheredhow far adesire for exorbitant rents,or
afancy for the returnof the landinquestionto thesoleoccupancy of
gamemight havedetermined theultimate fate of the lands in ques-
tion,but if wemay judgeby thebarren aspect[atpresent shown by
other districts in Ireland,which were also once successfully culti-
vated, there neednotbemuchdoubt thatsomesuch cause led to the
desertion spokenofby him. The measure was objected to,not be-cause it.wasthought, sofar as its main feature was concerned, un-
reasonable,butbecausecertainof its clausesmadeprovisionsto which
exceptionwas taken. Itwas objected toby somememberswhocon-
sideredthatitinterferedunjustifiably with the rightsof landlords,and
by othersbecause they questioned the-wisdom of creating a class of
peasant proprietors. Yetif theinterests of individuals— andindeedmthis caserather their whims, or pastimes— were allowed to stand
m the way few great nationalundertakings would be carried out.While wecan fancynothing more desirable in any country than,to
have settleduponitssoil an industrious and prosperous population,
such as thatof Irelandwouldundoubtedly beif they were certain of
iixed tenure,and the fear of the cormorant landlordwere removed.
But the time has yet tocome,it seems,when Irish landlordswill be
regarded in England in their true light, as being the bane and
hindrance of the country;and when it will he admitted that the
great principleuniversal]y recognisedatthepresentday inreference
toother laudsmust inall justice be extended to Ireland,so that she
also maybedeclared tho legitimatepossession of her own people

—
Irelandfor the Irish.

To tbobe who remember the high-sounding boasts with which
the secular system was establishedin Victoriasomeliveyears ago,it
cannot fail to be instructive when they find that the great expecta-
tions then so confidently expressedhaveresulted in disappointment.Atthat time weweretold thatthe panaceaforall socialandpolitical
ills hadbeendiscovered,and that the golden age wasabout to issue
from the GovernmentSchools. The contrary, however, appears to
have been the case; five yearshavepassed, and as yet hardly anything has been accomplished. So little, indeed, has been effected,
thatitis nowadmitted thesystem, if itis eventuallytosucceed,mustbe completely remodelled. Such, at least, is the conclusion whichI'iofcssor Pearsoninhis reportappears tohavearrivedat,— a conclu-
sion whichpeople of ordinary understandingmight,perhaps,beheld
excusable inlookinguponas highly condemnatoryof the system in
question. The system, however, is not tobe condemned, it is to be
remodelled,and thelearnedProfessor, who has pronounced upon it,
is tobe rewardedby the appointment of head of the education de-
partment. A matterwhich,by the way,may leadtoconsequences that
willhereafterrequire examinationinto, at the hands of some other
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