
THE HERO OF THE METROPOLIS.
Timothy O'Brien may wellbecalledthe "Hero oftheMetropolis.
By his ownunaided exertionsherescuedfrom thebreakersand surf
nearly fifty persons. Timothy is a native ofthe County Limerick,
Ireland;is about thirty-four years of age, five feet six incheshigh,
very stoutbuilt, aHerculesin strength,andof the greatestphysical
endurance. This is the second-wreck from whichhehas escaped
with his life, the first being thatof the steamer GoldenGate, which
waslost off Acapulco,onthe Pacific coast,in1863. She wasburned
to the water's edge, and O'Brienwasone of the twenty-five persons
whoswam ashore,a distanceof sevenmiles. Soonafter theMetropolis
struck andbegan tobreakup, there wasageneralrushfor the rigging.
O'Brien secured apositionhigh on themainmast, but whenitbecame
apparent that the onlychance for life wastoswim ashore, heboldly
jumped from the rigging over theheads ofthe others and struck out
for thebeach,whichhe reachedsafely, the fifthman from the wreck.
Realizing the perilof his fellow-passengers,O'Brien hastened over to
the Currituck Club House,three-quartersof amile distant, where he
procured a pair of overalls and a quantity of dry matches. He
returned,builtseveral fires,afterwhich began the work whichmarks
him ahero. The sea was full of the struggling victims buffeting with
thebreakers,and, oneby onehebrought thenearly-exhaustedand,in
some instances, half-dead victims ashore, and placed them in the
hands ofothersat the fires. Heneverhalted untilfiveo'clock inthe
evening whenthe lastsurvivorhad reached the shore. Inthe seven
hours during which he was thusengaged O'Brienhadsavednearly
fifty people, many of whom would have perished but for hisgreat
coolnessandhismanly aid.

—
Exchange.

THE ELECTIONAND PROCLAMATION.
The Conclave was closedby Prince Chigi, the Marshal, on Monday
night,Pebrnary 18th;andonTuesday morning the first ballot was
taken. Solemnprayershadbeen orderedby the

'
Cardinal-Vicar in

variouschurchesinRome, tobe continuedfor a month:and it was
arrangedthatpilgrimages shouldbemade totheprincipalsanctuaries
inRomeby members of the various Catholic associations to obtain
theblessing of a speedyelection of a new Pontiff. On Wednesday
morning itis said that Cardinal Pecci received 36 votes, and that
thereuponCardinalFranchiandothers added theirvotes,by the sys-
temknown as

"
accessus" to those already recorded for him, thus

givinghimmore than the number required. This information Is,
however,not authentic,and wemust wait tillnext week for accurate
intelligence onthis matter. By Tuesday night allthe Cardinals ex-
cept three seemtohavebeen presentatthe Conclave

—
the absentees

wereCardinalsCullen, Brossais St. Marc,andMcCloskey. The first
of theseonly startedfrom Dublin on Saturday last; the secondisill;
and Cardinal McCloskey arrived in Liverpool from America on
Wednesday. Theresult of the election seems to havebeenknown to
the inhabitants of the Vatican about twenty minutes past twelve,
and to have soon spread through the city, as we read that about
20,000 people were collected together in the Piazza of St. Peter's
when CardinalCaterini read the formula announcing the election,
fromthebalcony of St.Peter's. The Sovereign Pontiff, after being
investedin thePontifical robes,receivedthehomage oftbe Cardinals,
theMarshal of the Conclave, and others, and then ietired to his
rooms. Preparationsthencommenced for the formal Benediction in
St. Peter's. Some \incertainty seems tohaveprevailedas to whether
theHolyFather would appear outside St. Peter's or no, but soon
after half-pastfour the balustrade over the door inside St. Peter's
was coveredwitha crimson drapery, and shortly after his Holiness
appeared. This wasthe signal for loud and. long-continued cheers.
When silence wasrestored, Leo.XIII.cameforward,andinadistinctandloud voice gavehis firstBenediction to his flock. The greatest
enthusiasmprevailed,we are told,not onlyin St. Peter's, but among
a dense crowd which filled every street leading to the Basilica.

—
Tablet..

A FALSE MIRACLE.
Analleged "miracle"in Mauch Chunk,Pa.,saystheCatltolic Review
was most indiscreetly made the subject of abundantandridiculous
newspaper remark. Assuming thenewspaper reports tohavebeen
accurate, it was manifest that "some one hadblundered" very seri-
ously. The Archbiahop ofPhiladelphia,juarkedhis officialsenseof
theimpropriety of the principalsin the caseby causing the following
letter to be readin the churchesof Mauch Chunk:

The Archbishop having heard and carefully consideredthecir-
cumstances preceding and accompanying* what is derisively called
the Mauch Chunk miracle, said to be wrought on tbeperson of a
woman whose eccentric pietyhas neither goodsensenor sound Cath-
olic doctrine f*^ its' foundation,requestsme to instructyou that, in
his judgmentit is a1delusion anda pious fraud. Without inquiring as
tothe extentto which othersparticipatedin this lamentable folly,he
desires to mark the wholeproceeding and theprincipal actorsinit
with his distinct andunqualified disapprobationand condemnation,
and tosay that arepetitionof anything of the sort in this diocese
will t>e visitedwiththe severestcensureauthorized by t'i " 'mvs of theChurch,

JoachimPecci, Lavingcompleted hia studiesat theRomanCollege,
entered the AcademyofNoble Ecclesiastics,anddevotedhimselfwith
profit to thestudy of Law and Theology. Gregory XVI.,wha had akeen knowledge of men, became deeply interested in him, and
attachedhim tohis personby appointinghim Prelate of his House-hold and Signature Keferendary (March 16, 1837). Shortly after-
wardshe sent him as Delegate to Benevento, then to Spoleto, and
afterwards to Perugia. Inthese cities Mgr.Pecci displayed uncom-monability and attracted public admiration. He possesses, at"thesame time,a holy charity, incorruptible integrity, and unyielding
firmness.

His first act of adminstration is deserving of mention.
He wasatBenevento,a place then in a deplorable condition;

situated as it waß, far from Rome, which could give it but littleattention,andhemmed inby thekingdom of Naples,which was the
resortandasylumof smugglers and brigands. The government of
this Province presented all manner of difficulties to the Delegate.
Therewerefamiliesthere with feudalnotions, powerful in rank andfortune, despising authority, but timidly yielding to Neapolitan
brigandage, which they protected against authority itself; just aaSicily is at thepresent time. Mgr. Pecci had then to combat two
powersunited against him. And let it not be forgotten that the
brigands committed acts of cruel ferocity,and thatthese familieshad
influentialsupportatBorne.

Mgr. Pecci, grievedatthe deplorablecondition of the Province,
resolved tomake achange for thebetter

—
evenatthe risk of his ownfutureprospects.

He began by obtaining from the Pontifical Government an
efficient officer, Sterbini,who reorganizedtheCustom House business.He then went totheKing of Naples,informed him of his designs,
andprevaileduponhim to enact severemeasures against the vio-
lators of the law. This done,he secured the good will of the officersof the army andof the police force, andthen went to work. It be-
camenecessary to fight regular battles,to follow the brigands to the
castles in which they entrenchedthemselves, andenter these citadels
by force ; because their strange hosts, the Lords of the manors,
claimed that the Delegate was violating their lands and their de-mesnes,andthey, therefore,showed resistance.

Themostpowerful of them sought Mgr.Pecci,and, with threats,
toldhim thathewas going to Home,and would soon return with an
order for hisrecall."Very well,Signor Marchese,"coldlyrepliedMgr.Pecci. "But
before going to Rome,you will spend threemonths in prison,and I
will give youblack bread for your food,and water for your dxink."

The Marquis1castle was,in the meantime, taken by assault, thebrigands either killedor captured,and the people loudly applauded
the Delegate.

Ina few months the whole province was cleared of brigands;
ihe Lords submitted; the Pope publicly congratulated Mgr.Pecci,
and Ferdinand11.summoned him toreceive themarksof royal con-
sideration.

The Delegate was,about this time,stricken down witha danger-
ousmalady, the clergy and thepeoplewerefilledwithalarm,andthe
streetsof Benevento witnessedprocessions of penitents who walked
bare-footedand their heads covered with sackcloth,and offering np
prayers for his recovery.

Mgr. Pecci'sadministrationoverSpoletoandPerugia wasmarked
by the same energyand promptness of action. In the latter city,
whichhas a populationof some twenty thousand inhabitants, and
which was the chief town of theProvince, theprisons under his ad-
ministration wereempty;therewasnot asingle personunder arrest.
To the great regret of the Pcrugians, Gregory XVI. recalled him in
1843;hepreconisedhim Archbishopof Damietta (Egypt), although
he was only thirty-three years of age, and sent him as Nuncio toBrussels.

Mgr. Pecciwongolden opinionsnotonly from theBelgian Court,
but fromall conditions of society. Leopold 1., a wise monarch,de-
lighted inconsultinghim,andinmanifestingeverymark of affection
towards him. But the climate— andperhapsthe laboursof bischarge— affectedhis health somuch that,atthe advice of his physicians,he
was obliged toask for his recall. Leopold I.was sorely grieved at
this :he conferred the Grand Cordon of his Order uponhim,and re-
questedhim tocarryasealed package from him to the Pope. The
Prelate inquired whether the commissions of the king were very
urgent, ashe desired,before returningtoRome,tovisit someportions
of Europe,and tostudy their politicalinstitutions,as hehad. donein
Holland andBelgium."It will suffice, Monseigneur," replied the king, " for you to
delivermy message tothe HolyFather onyour returntoRome."

When Mgr. Pecci reached theEternal City,Gregory XVI.,after
reading theroyal letter, said to him :—":

— "The King of the Belgians
extols your character,yourvirtues, and your services ; and he asks
something for youthatIwill grant with all my heart; the purple.. . . . Buthereis adeputation from Perugia that has come to
ask me toconfide to you the administration of theDiocese. Accept,
thon,the See of Perugia ;youwill soonreceive the Cardinal?% hat."

Mgr.PecoipreoonizedArchbishop-Bishopof Perugia,atthe Con-
sistory of January 19, 181G, was,at the time,created Cardinal, and
reserved 'mj>etto. ButGregory XVI.diedin the courseof the year,
andhe didnot receive theCardinal's hatuntil it was given him by
Pope Pius IX., of holy memory,on December !>, 1853. Dining all
this time, Mgr. Pecci never left his Diocese.

CardinalPecci has passed through someveiy trying tiroes, and
has alwayprovedequalto the occasion. Heis amanof greatCatho-
lic learning andof greatpoliticalcommonsense. Thenewmastersof
Italy took his Seminary from him."Ineed onlya few rooms," said the Cardinal. He opened his
palaceto the Seminarians,helivedwith them and spent his recrea-tionamongstthem. He invitedthemtohis table.

He founded for thepriests of hisDiocese,anAcademy calledSt.Thomas',he presidedover,their theological discussions, encouraging
the laboursof eachone,andbrought forth men worthyof the better

NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday, April 26, 1878.
LUMEN IN CRLO. daysof the Church. 16was throughhis efforts that the same scien-

tific movement wns inaugurated at Perugia that CardinalRiario-
Sforza inaugurated atNaples. He ia himself endowedwith themost
variedculture,and was, at times,apoet.

Indealingwith Syndics, Prefects,andother Italian authorities,
Cardinal Pecci, like Caidinal Riario-Sforza, rose above all parties.
There wasneveranydoubt abouthis devotion to the Holy See,and
he is incapable of weakness;butheis known tobesubmissiveto the
decrees ofProvidence. Hehas neverpermittedanofficer of thepresent
regime to cross Ms thresholdor tocome into hispresence, and yet the
civilpowerhonouredhis virtues,and occasionally temperedsome of
itsmeasurespubof regardfor him.

—
JV". Y.Freeman's Journal.
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