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And thoughKiliiare towerhaughtily,there's ruinat theroot,
Else why,since Edward fell to enrth,hnthsucha treenofruit.—

Davis.
Just outside Maynooth College gate stands the oldcastle of the
Geraldines— asplendidruin, covered(rather toomuch) withivy,and
whichpresentsanappearance rather cheerful and ha^e than dilapi-
tatcdand tumbling. The present DukeofLeinster has set downthe
story of this Castle of Maynooth briefly and succinctly. Maurice
Fitzgerald obtainedthemanor from Strongbow just seven hundred
yearsago. Hebuilt the castle, and was wont tohold it against the
native incursions, which were then unpleasantly frequent. Inthe
beginning ofthe fourteenthcentuiy the Kiklarebranch of the Geral-

d-dineslivedinthe castle, and the first Earl ofKildare diedthere. The
1castle was subsequently left to the daughter of the Red Earl of Ul-

ster,andsister to RobertBruce's wife. Itwas then a pretty place,
butit was further strengthenedandenlarged in1426. SilkenThomas,
after asuccessful struggle with the English atClontarf,sent his pri-
soners tothe stronghold, which wasthen the most celebrated in all
Ireland. SilkenThomas having renonnccdhisallegiance, went into
Connaught for soldiers,andheleft thecare of the castle tohisfoster-
brother,oneParese. Hollingshed tells a very curious story of the
siege conductedby theLordDeputy againstthis fellow Parese. Sir
William Brercton, theDeputy's deputy

—
the systemaeems tobe very

■old— summoned the defenderstosurrender,and waslaughed at. After
considerable pommelling, and while there was no sort of danger,
Parese decidedto sell the place. Of coursehemade his mendrunk

—
he

"
caused such as kepte the warde to swill and boil so much as

they snortedat thenight like grunting hogges"
—

and at the proper
time

—
when"noneof them coulde discoverhis beddes headfromhis

beddesfeete"
—

heallowedBrcreton in. TheLordDeputy calledParese
beforehim, and toldhim that theking was delighted with such ser-
vice,and witha view of knowing whathonour shouldbe donehimhe
boggedhim to recount all that Silken Thomas had done for him.
Thereupon the caitiff related all, greatand little, thatFitzgerald had
donefor him, and theDeputy answered,"Why, Parese, couldest thou
findcinthineharte tobetrayhis castell whohathbin so gooda lorde
to theeI Truly thou art sohollow tohim wiltnever be true to us."
HethengaveParese his rewardinmoney, andhavingthusdischarged
hisconscience,hecut offhis head. Inthiscastle Hugh O'Neill and
Rory O'Donnell held their meetings and planned their uprisings
AgainsttheEnglish. A stone table,at which councils were held, is
now in the garden atCarton— a curious pieceof work inscribedcon-
fusedly. Finally,the castle came togrief in 1631, andin1648 Gen.
Preston took itanddismantledit. Fewoldruinshaveamoreinter-
esting history,andas the visitor sits in the chair whichthe old Duke
placedat the vantagepoint,he canrunoverinhis mind the fortunes
of the walls which towerabovehim.

RELEASED.

The meetings of this favourite institution keep up to their usual
standard of excellence and attendance, and themeetingon Friday
evening last was noexceptionto therule. Bro. W. Cunningham oc-
cupied the chair,andalargeamount ofbusiness,chiefly dealing with
monetary matters wasdisposedof during the evening. Mr.James
Connelly waselecteda working, andMr.Hallanhonorarymember of
the Society, twonominations were receivedfor thefollowing meeting.
On the motion of Bros. Corriganand Daniel it wasresolved, thata,
set of vestments be presented to the late spiritualdirector theRev.
Father Crowley as some slight returnof gratitudeforpast favours.
The motion was cariedunanimously,and thenumerouscomplimen-
tary remarks made by the members, testify to thehigh esteem,in
whichthey hold the Rev.Father, and thedeepsenseof gratitudethey
feel is due to him. We understand that arrangementsweremade,
whereby the Rev.Father would be placedin possessionof the vest-
mentson the followingday.

On.the motion of Bros. Daniel andCotter,avoteof thanks was
accorded to St. Joseph'sBranchof theH.A.C.8.5.,for part payment
of Mr. Macedo's claim onthe oldJuvenileContingentLibrary,it was
resolved that the D.C.Y.M.Spay thebalance. After certainmembers
had (inaccordancewiththe custom)beendeputedtovisit the Indus-
trial School on the followingSunday, for thepurpose of! catechising
the Catholic inmates, thebusiness proper of the Society, viz.,-mutual
improvement, was entered upon. A paper by Bro. Eager, de-
tailing the history of tobacco pipesfrom the earliest times to the in-
troductionof meerschaum,wasverywell written,anda dealofcurious
information withreference to thehabitsof smokersof theolden times
wasderived fromit. AYe strongly advise Bro.Eagertopracticeessay
writing,for we feel sure,if he does so, he will be able to produce
papers of a highly creditablenature. A recitation and reading ren-
dered by Bros.J.Daniel and R. A. Ihmne respectively,received fall
justiceat theirhands.

During the course of the evening, the secretarysuggested that,
correspondence be opened with the various Young Men's Societies
throughoutN.Z.,withaview of interchanging essays,or like papersof
aninterestingnaturebetween the various societies. Hethought that,
this scheme would tend to bring the societies intomore intimate re-
lationship with each other, wouldoffer an additional inducement to
each individual member to excel in essay writing, and wouldalso
place the whole Catholic talent of New Zealandat thedisposalof each
society. Aftera shorttime,if thescheme workedsmoothly,itmight,
be made toembrace Victoria, and, in fact,allAustralasia. The sug-
gestion was well received, but owing to the latenessof thehour no
disenssion as to its merits anddemerits was enteredupon, itbeing
thought advisable to postponeituntil the followingmeeting. We
hope the scheme willnot be allowed to fall through,as themany
benefits to be derived from it mustbe apparentto themost casual
observer.

Historical! Vide
"

Jurors Reports and Awards. New Zealand
Exhibition." Jnxors:J. E. Ewen, J. Butterworth, T. G. Skinner"So far as the Colony is concerned,the dyeing of materials is almost
entirely confined to there-dyeingof Articlesof Dress andUpholstery,
a'most useful art, for there aremanykinds of material that lose their
colour before the texture is half worn. G. Hihsch. of Dimedin
(Dcnedin DybWobks,George-street, oppositeRojralGeorgeHotel)
exhibitsacase of specimensof Dyed Wools,Silks, andFeathers, and
dyed Sheepskins- The colors on the wholeare veryfair, andreflect
considerable creditontheExhibitor,to whomthe Jurorsrecommended
an Honorary Certificate should be awarded. Honorary Certificate.
25): Gustav Hixsch, Dunedin, foi specimens, of Dyeing in Silk,
Feathers, &c.

.The Empress of Russia is enjoying thehunting seasoninNortu-
hamptonshixe,in the centreof the Pytchley county. While parsing
through Londonshe visited the Sisters of Charityin Carlisle-place,

IVictoria-street, Westminster, along with theKing of Naples and the.
Prince Archduke Rodolph,

The Weekly Freeman, London, Friday January 4, says
—

To-dayIhadanopportunity of aninterview,with Sergeant M'CarthyandJohnO'Brien tohear from them the storyof their release.. Before Ides-cribo themenletmetell the story o£ their release. They wereset totheir work in the ordinary way on Thursday morning
—

SergeantM'Carthy in the Tailoring department of the Chatham Prison, andJohnO'Brienin the carpenter's shop. They had breakfast as usualand went back to work. SergeantM'Carthy wasthe firstcalled away—at 9.20 a.m.— when a warder came to him and told him he mustcome to a separate cell. He went with the warder, and ina fewminutes theclerk of the prison entered He began the subject somomentous tothe prisoner by asking him in an offhand way,sup-Iposmg theGovernmentwas inclined toreleasehim whatwould hedo \—where would he go to live1 Sergeant M'Carthy replied in effectthathehad so little knowledgeof anything outside inthe world,hadso longbeen separated from his Mends, that he hardly knew;butfor thepresent allhe could say wasthat if released at any time hewould locate himself temporarily in London. Without further in-formation he was dismissed,and the warder ordered to bring theother one. The same formality wasgonethrough with O'Brien7 whoalso said thatif he werereleased he would go to London. Immedi-atelyafterwardf? the governorofthe prisonwent to each, and curtlyinformed themthat the Governmenthad ordered their discharge, andW that they wouldbe liberated that afternoon. They werethendenudedof theirpiisonclothing and suppliedwith a suit of clothes each,andhaving eachbeen suppliedwith theorderof release andits conditions,were photographed. Brought to the clerk's room, they were eachasked what were their "marks," meaning bodily marks. M'Carthyrepliedthathis marks were wounds(tlircc) whichhe had receivedinthe service of the BritishEmpire. O'Brien,asked the same question,repliedthathe would beknownby themarks of the chains he hadwornroundhis legs for six months,and was jocularly reminded by awarder who wasglad toget rid of him,apparently, that they wouldwearout intime. The further informationwas given to them thatthey were toreceive on their entrance to the railway carriage thesumof £1 19s. 10d. each,and wouldreceive anadditional £1 on re-porting themselvestoapolice-office [named] inLondon. Then theywerehandedthe ticketof leave.
A cab awaited thematthe prison gates,in which, accompaniedby a warder,they were driven toStrood Station, where,let us hope,for ever theybadefarewelltothe jail. The ticket-of-leavcinO'Brien'scaseonly differs from thatof SergeantM'Carthy in the statement ofthe offence, whichis describedas "desertion and mutinous conduct,"date ofthe trial and the sentence,"penal servitudefor life."SergeantM'Carthy bears a singular likeness to Cardinal Man-

lnug,the sameworn,ascetic expressionbeing quite a9noticeable intbc contour. Only forty-four years of age, he looks nearly,if notquite sixty. Asforyoung O'Brien,he is thin,but also looks worn,
andboth arc croppedso closely as togivethe appearance of baldness.

Friday, April 12, 1878.
THE RUINS OF MAYNOOTH.

NEW' ZEALAND TABLET.
A CATHOLIC PUBLIC OPINION.

It-would be useful to form ineverycongregation of the country a
Catholicpublic opiniononcertain moralsubjects. Itis true. Catho-
lics cannot beup tothe level of Puritancivilization,wherein thecode
is "Thou shaltnotbe founddoinganythingdisreputable." Butstill
thereareverymany calling themselvesCatholics,overwhomahealthy
Catholic public opinionwouldhavea very wholesome influence. Let
us instance:1. Themass inevery congregationlook uponthepastor
as the ambassador of God. Their respect forhis sacred character
preventsanyparticular inspectionof his personalqualities. Tothem
heis the offerer of theMass, thedispenser of the Sacraments. But
there are also inevery congregationa few to whom thepastoris an
adventurer,come to make a living of them,afew silly youngpeople
who observeanddiscuss his physical appearance,his walk,dress,and
mannerof speaking. These peoplesimply wait tosee whatproiitor
amusementthey canderive from thepriest. Nowineverycongrega-
tion the public opinionof thosewhohavefaithmightbe concentrated
so as to awe into silence, ordrive to where they belong, the whited
sepulchres to whom piety is nothing, and the success of theChurch
among them ameresourceof gainorentertainment. 2. Thereshould
he a concentrated Catholic public opinion, onthepractice of cursing
and blaspheming. Profane people often excuse themselves on the
ground of company and habit ;so thatif it were made the fashion
among Catholics to abhor the abominablepractice,and taboo those
who indulge init, it wouldbe wipedout. Inlikemanner,could the
extirpation of the vices of drinking andhanging abouthousesof riot
andsinbeaccomplished. Let therealCatholics of every congrega-
tion be united and outspoken forboth faithand virtue,andagreat
change for thebettor will follow.

—
Catltolic Columbian.
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