
HATEVERmayhavebeen the commotionstirred up or
still to be stirredup, with respect tothe re-establish-
ment of the hierarchy in Scotland, it can hardly
again happen that GreatBritain shall be so violently
moved byany measure proceeding fromRome as it
was some thirty years ago, when the Poperesolved
upon appointing bishops to English Sees, and the
English nation suffered from a temporaryattack of

mania' caused by this "Papal Aggression.'1 The Timex newspaper
gave warning on October 26th "47 that, insteadof Vicars Apostolic,
who werethe'bishops of Sees Inpartlhuxappointed theadministrators
of English dioceses, such dioceses wouldbe administeredby bishops
regularly elected to them, andcalled by their names,and that,more-
over,one or twoArchbishops wereabout tobe created. In the Janu-
ary following the Quarterly lleriaw improved upon theannounce-
ment thus made by stating that the Pope, by raising the modest
Vicars Apostolic into bishopsandarchbishops,meant to provethathe
had '"power andauthority both spiritualandtemporal .... in
this,by law,Protestant realm of England." And,whetheritwasthat
he had beenputon his metalby reading and digesting the articlein
which this was stated, orthat insome other wayhis episcopalindig-
Jiatiou had been aroused the Anglican Bishop of Durham, about
eighteen months afterwards on the actual establishmentof the hier-
archy,wrote a letter toLordJohn ltussell, whichnever waspublished,
but the tenor of which may be learned from the termsinwhich the
reply of thenobleLord was couched. LordJohnconsidered the ag-gression of the I'opeon theirProtestantisminsidiousandinsolent. He
hadpromoted the claims of Catholics toall civilrights, andhadeven
wished theirecclesiasticalsystemtobe made themeans of instructing
the Irish immigrants into England, who would otherwisebeleft in
Pagan darkness, but thismight havebeen carried out ina verydiffe-
rent manner from that which wasnowbeforehis eyes. The docu-
ments whichhadcome from Koinedisplayed an assumptionof power,
a pretension of supremacy over therealm of England,aclaim to un-
dividedswayinconsistent with the Queen'ssupremacy,withthe rights
of thebishopsandclergy,and with the spiritualindependenceof thenation,unassorted even in Catholic times. However, althoughLordJohn waschoking with indignation, he was not at thesametime over-come by alarm. He feltthatEngland wasstrongenough tobear any
outward attacks,and thather peoplehad toolong enjoyedthe liberty
of Protestantismto allow of the imposition of a foreignyokeupon
their minds andconsciences. Thislettermay be consideredto have
ledoft in the tumult. Itwaswrittenou NovemberA, '50 :next day
was tbc ."Jtli, GuyFawkes'day.and, to use a slungphrase,it wasa tcr-ror. Anti-Papalsaturnalia ragedall over thecountry:the "

AbbotofUnreason," himself seemed to be present ina stateof raving lunacy
every where. Everywhere the I'opc was,overwhelmedwithinsults;
liit. clligy ivmany places wasburned;and equally with,or evenstill
inure than 111* Holmes, wasCardinalWisemanconsidered worthy ofiv|»rubaticin. and reprobated accordingly. Expressionsof hostility
were continued thick and fast throughout the land. Themob wereglad to lind sogoodanexcuse forriotanddisorder:many enormitieswere actually perpetrated, and in one of the great-manufacturing
towns an outrage was, at least, planned that cannotbe thought of
withouta shudder. A goodnun, who was there atthe time,and whowas informedof whatwasprojected,declaredthatshe would certainlybe unable torestrainherself from facing the crowd and endeavouringto dissuade them from their purpose. Hadshe done so there canhe
little doubtthat she would haveencounteredmartyrdom, but fortun-
ately some providence prevented i\m design frombeing carried outand the excellent lady was left to finish her careerinpeace and use-fulness. At the Lord Mayor's dinner LordJohn Russell and other
CabinetMinisters strongly condemnedtheaction of thePope;a mon-
ster demonstration was made on the subject at York;deputationsIVoiu tlic CorporationofLondon, and the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge, presented addresses treating of thematter to the Queen.
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and Her Majesty repliedto them thatit washer "determinationto
uphold alike the rights of her crown and the independenceof ber
people, against .('.. v. cessions and encroachments of any foreign
power." At tin. .agofParliamentonFeb. 4, '51, theQueenle.
ferred tothose ad>'" � andrepeatedtheassurance,shesaid :—":

— "The
recent assumption -tain ecclesiastical titles conferredby aforeig
power has excited , :ig feelings in this country;andlargcbodies
of my subjects have j entedaddresses tomeexpressingattachment
to the throne,and j.. ingthat such assumptionsshouldberesisted-
Ihave assured them 'my resolution tomaintain the rights of any
crown and the independenceof thenationagainst all encroachments,
from whateverquarter they may proceed."

'
Her Majesty added that

ameasure on the subject wouldbelaidbeforetheParliament. Accord,
ingly, on the Gth of themonth,LordJohn Hussbll moved for leave to
bring in abill toprevent the assumptionof ecclesiastical titles,liire-
spect of places in the UnitedKingdom, andafter about a weeklad
been spent in the debateleave was givenby a majority of 3\)~> to 651.
On the 4th July following thebill waspassedby the House of Com-
mons. Suchwas the commotion whicli followeduponthere-establish-
ment of the Catholichierarchy inEngland,acommotion which,how-
ever,innothing retarded the growth of the Church there, and wMch
had sosoonabated, that,inabout fourteen yearsafter,,at the death of
its chief victim, Cardinal Wiseman,his Eminence was foundto lir.vc
become extremelypopularandto be universally regretted.

We perceivethatat a latemeetingof theChristchurchCathedral
G-uild, a certain parsonhas been "bummi/i? awa'dy hike a iuzzwrd-
chok" This gentlemanis a Hey.H.C. M.Watson,already celebrated
inChristchurch for having confirmedin theirdisbelief inthedoctrine
ofJEtcrnal Puuishment thehearersof oneMr. Cass, who lectured on
the subject iv that townsome two yearsago, and whowasconfronted
thereby thisMr. Watson, whose rather confused style of argumen-
tation ledhis audience to conclude thathe eitherhadnot studied the
matteron whichhe essayed to dispute, or had not been capable of
profitingby such studiesof itashe hadmade, andthat inany caseif
Mr. Cass were tobe confuted,Mr."Watson wasnot the man to con-
futehim. TheRev. parsonhas ndw again been holding forth .unin-
telligibly, andso as toconvince all persons of reasonable understand-
ing thathehas been talking of whafc he knows not an iota about.
This time religious education has been his theme, and not content
withdeploring that the ineaus of so educatingthechildren of his con-
gregationhavenotbeenplaced by Governmentwithinhis reach, and
endeavouring to devise a method of obtaining such means, which
wouldhavebeenon hisparta highly commendable step, helias gone
out of his way to vilify andslander the Catholicsystem ofEducation,
concerning which,heknowsnothing whatever. He argues that be-
cause a largeproportionof the criminalsof the colony are found to
belong to a class of Catholics come from a country where Catho-
lic educationhas been for ages restricted, and consequentlynot edu-
catedin Catholicschools, that thereforethe Catholic system of edu-
cationis inferior to the Protestant. A line of argument, however,
iiuitc in Mr. Watson's Avay. andmo&t characteristic of his intellect.
Mr. Watson, it v/ouldappear,is indignant against Catholic*,, becjuibo
heattributes to them theexpunging from theEducation Bill of what
lie calls the '"' conscience clause."" Had this clause remained in thu
Bill he would have been content -with the measure, and satisfied
thathis duty wasbeing done for him.fullyuswellashecouldhimself
performit. l\y which we perceive that Mr. Watson's coiibdonce is
not veryextensiveor difficult to satisfy. He could then have been
assuredthat in. every house there would

"
have been an open Bible.

Andthat accordiug to Dr. Dollinger, whose rebellion against Home
has made him a hero with the ultra-Protestant world,although he
himselfis far from being a Protestant, has caused the ''greatness,
purity, and freedomof Britain."' That Britain is great and free we
donot deny—the sterling qun'iti^s. the :mo<! common sense,persever-
ance andmanliness of her poop].;, f^tli.-r with her variedresources*
must haveinsured that inany case. That sheis free alsoisundoubted*
for thather constitution has amply made provision,buther constitu-
tion wasfoundedon Catholic principles andin Catholic times. But
that she is pure wedissent from completely. The country is on the
contrary— full of impurity, and this,whose prevention,had the "open
Bible

"'
beenof the valueimputed io it, inu&ihave becu its very firstfruits,clearly proves that Dr. Dollhigcr taw added another error of

Current Topics
ATHOME Sf ABROAD.


