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WELLINGTON. takendown for thepurpose of being formed into a fife-and drumband, whoare to be providedwith the different instruments at anearly date;one ofthemembers of the parent societyhaving kindlyvolunteeredhis services toinstruct them. They willalsobe providedwith a uniform. The requisite number to form a full brass bandwas foundin the society, having knowledge of music and capable
of performing on the different instruments. The members are nowinpractice, aud hope to make their first appearance in public on the
national festival, St. Patrick's Day. When fully formed, the bandwill be agreat acquisition tothe society here,and will be themeansof increasing their strength, besides giving them a respectableap-
pearance in their various demonstrations in public. On Thursday
evening, the 30th, the juvenilesheld their first meeting for the pur-poseof initiation,and to elect their various officers

—
Master Tiiohy

being elected President. Several new members joined the ranks,
whichpromise soon toreach the strengthof theparentbranch.There is nothing very interesting toyour readers inthepolitical
atmosphere just now. Our junior city member,Mr.Travers, intends
going toEuropeby nextsteamer,buthas not signified his intentionof resigning his seat. It is,however,probable thathe will do so;
asthe localPress arecallinghim toaccount on the subject, and arc
urging theratepayersto form a meeting,andcall on Mm to giveup
his seat,so that the Empire City may have its full strength in the
ensuing season,whichpromisestobean important one. When Mr.
Travers waselected ten months ago, it was manifestly and entirely
by the Catholic vote. During the last Session he has shamefully
brokenthe confidence which the Catholicsreposedinhim

—
inhis sup-

port oftheEducationBill
—

whenthe only thing they receivedat his
hands was a short letter to one of the local journals, in which he
admittedthe justice of what they demand; while in the House hegavehis voteand voicein favour of that tyrannous measure. Itis
tobe hoped that should the election take place,the Catholic vote
willbea "block vote

"
in themannersuggested intheleadingarticles

of the Tablet,and be thefirst example in that direction for their
co-religionistsinother centres of populationin thecolony. Itwould
be well if theCatholicelectors formedthemselvesintoabody,adopted
their line of defence or attack in cases of contested elections, and
threw their vote into the proper scale, which would be arranged
before the polling day. By acting in tMs manner their strength
wouldbe great,and their influence felt, and theywould soon be in
a positionto secure the return of some honest-minded person, who
wouldpledgehimselftousehisvoice and votein obtaining a repealof, atleast, thatportionoftheEducationAct,wMchpressessoharshly
and unjustly on the Catholics of New Zealand. It was by means of
organisation that the Irishelectors inthevariouslargemanufacturing
towns inEngland were abletoplace theircandidates at the head of
thepoll,in face of the Conservative andLiberal opposition,andithas
nowcausedthem tobe acknowledgedas apoliticalpower,thesupport-
of wMchmany eminent politicians consider themselveshappy in ob-
taining.

THE FUTURE POPE.

(From, our own, Corr&spondmt.')
January 19, 1878.

The prizeswonby the boys attending the Marist Brothers' schoolsat the first yearly examination, were distributed to the successful
competitorson Thursday evening, the 20th December, at the school-room,Boulcottstreet, by thelicv.Father McGuinness, who deliveredanaddress appropriateto the occasi* >n. There wasalargeattendanceof theparents and friendsof the scholars; severalCatholicladiesandgentlemen occupying seats in front of the stage, where the prizeswere distributed. The schoolroom was most tastefully decoratedwithflowersand evergreens by the Brothers, who took the deepestinterest in the gettingup of the entertainment,andinalltheproceed-
ings. Before the well-earned trophies were presented, the boys
treatedthe audience toseveral songs and choruses, which were verywell sung and spoke volumes for the instruction which the goodBrothers are giving in this branch of education alone. The boyshaving received their prizes, thestage wasclearedfor the next partof theprogramme,which wasanhistorical four act drama entitled♥bebastian;" or, the"ChristianMartyr," got upby the senior boysattending the school,under the supervision of one of the Brothers,as anexhibition of their elocutionary andhistrionic abilities and forthe amusement of thosewho wouldhonour them with their presenceon this their first essayinpublic. The acting of thepiecewassplen-did, showing that theactors were sensibleof their respective imper-sonations, while the wholeof the dialogue was delivered without astammeror pause, anddidnot require the assistance of theprompter,lhe dresses andscenery -were appropriate,representing Roman cus-tomsmthe early days of theEmpire. The boys went through theirparts with thegreatest earnestness, sustaining thedifferent characterscomprisingthe dramatispersona of theplay in a manner that woulddocredit to a"professional." Whereallwereexcellent,it wouldbehardtoparticularise ;but the actingofMaster Eddie wasadmirable.At the conclusion of each act the audience demonstratedtheir heartyappreciationof the efforts of the juveniles,by loud applause. Thetoothers certainly deserve the warmest praise for their zeal in thecauseof theboys,and thegreat pains and loss of time, which they
devotedto make this, the firstexhibitionof juvenilenative talent asuccess.
+i
,AJ.?C examination,previousto thebreakingupof theschool fortneholidays, theyouths acquitted themselves in a highly creditablemanner, andto the entiresatisfaction of the clergy ; while the pro-gramme gone throughat theentertainment must haveaffordedequalgratification totheparents andto allthose present,who in any wayhelpedto found thisadmirablescholasticinstitution ;'one which willturn oat young- men able successfully tocompete in every walk oflite with their perhapsmore fortunate youthful fellow-countrymen,who'Will^receive the benefitsconferredby a paternal government inthebaneful causeof godless Stateeducation.OnNew Year'sDay, tliechildrenattendingthedifferentCatholicschools m the city, to the number of four hundred,were treated to apicnicand/eft*by the clergyof bothparishes. Theprocession,whichconsisted of thirty-five vehiclesof all descriptions, ander the charge

ot the Rev. lathers Kearney and McGuinness and the MaristBrothers, started from St. Mary ofthe Angels, Te Aro,at ten o'clock,roi the grounds of Mr.James Burke, situated at Evan's Bay, whichwerekindly lent for the occasion. Theplacechosen was a beautifulone;tnefreshbreeze cominginfrom the Straits, temperingthegreatheat andmakingit just enjoyable for the little ones,who enjoyedthemselves immensely. Severalof the friends of the children whoaccompanied them,held their partieson the slopes of the hills alon°-to thewaters edge,andaftersatisfyingthe cravingsofnature,mingledwith the children, the gentlemen helping ingetting up races amongthe boys. Thechildrenwereregaled inthemostsumptuous manner,ihe parents of the childrenmight have lent their presence inlargernumbers than they actually did. After spending a most enjoyableu.-iys amusement, the children returned to town,after first givingthree cheers forMr. Burke and his family for Ms kindness inallow-ing them theuse of hishouse andgrounds. "
Alarge number of themembers of the Hibernian Society werepresent in their regaliaat St.Maryof theAngels onSunday morning,the Oth inst,by the directions of their chaplain,to partake of tneWessed bacrament. Thesight was a pleasant one,to see so manyhumbling themselves at thefoot of the altar,and wasnot without itscitect on the congregation present. This was the.first of theirquarterly communions, which have been established in thebranch,andarc intendedtobepunctuallycontinued. Intheevening,afterVes-pers, at the conclusionof the ordinary sermon, the Rev. Father Kear-ney delivered a short forcible address to the Hibernians who Averepresent in their regalia, exhorting them in plain though eloquentterms,not to allow the spirit of disunion in any way to enter intothen- body : to remember that as Catholics they must go at leastevery throemonths to their duty ; to obey the laws of the Church,

and the laws of the land, and never to forget that besides being"Hibernians inname they werealso by birth, coming from that dearold land, which after the many centuries of persecution that haveswept over it,has still clungto that grand old faith, audpreserveditnspure andunsullied,as whenreceivedby their forefathers onTara'smount, from the lipsof the illustrious St. Patrick. On the following
evening,a special meeting of the society was held at the meetingI>oom, tor thepurpose of forming a juvenilecontingent in connectionwith thebranch;as also for the formation of a brass band amongthe men,anda fife and drum one among the juveniles. The Presi-dent, i3ro J. Curry, was in the chair. The weather being veryin-clement theattendance both of members and juveniles was not solarge as it otherwise might have been. About sixtyyouthsexpressedtheir desire of becomingmembers of the branch. The Rev.Father.Kearney,as chaplain,delivereda shortaddress tothe youths onwhatwouldbe requiredof themas juvenile Hibernians. Itwas arrangedthat the juvenilesshouldmeetonevery alternate Thursday evening:their first meetingto be on the followingThursday. The namesofabout thirty of theeldestandmost intelligent of the juveniles were

A great amoiint of curiosity has been excited and conjecture
aroused concerningthe Cardinal mostlikely tobe cbosen as Pope in
the future conclave. This curiosity andthis conjecture have chiefly
existedamongnon-Catholics, andthe Ministers and journalsof anti-
Catholic governments on the Continent of Europe— especially of
Italy. Certain correspondentsandeditors havecanvassed the claims
of each Cardinal, even of some who were dead

—
as if each werea

candidatefora wardelection,andhavegiven each of thema charac-
ter witha facility andin-colours possessedonly by "special."

Amongst CatholicsinRome the questionof fixture Pope is rarely
spokenof. When a distinguished Cardinaldies,itis not unfrequently
said that,"hadhe lived, inall probabilityhe would have worn tho
tiara." Whether itis that they trust in Providence to give them a
goodPopelike Pius IX., or that theygiveup conjecturing while the
marvellous life of thepresent Pontiffcontinues, certain itis thatthe
Romans— ecclesiastical and lay— speak surprisingly little of the
future conclave.

But what mayparticularly account for the silence of Catholics
andCatholic journals on this subject is the nature of the Conclave
itself. It differs most essentially from all other elective bodies.There is nocandidate beforehand; there is noone ormorepointed
out by thepublicvoice,whichis ofno weight inthis assembly, andhas
noinfluence over it. Governments,besides,haveno longer the voice
of the veto. There are no parties. Any Cardinal who enters tho
Conclave may depart with the tiara on his head. Each thinks, or
may think, thatitis himself whomaybe elected. Theyarebuthuman
and the thoughtis natural to them, as they arc the body from which
thePopeis chosen. There areat thepresent moment sixty-two mem-bers composing the Sacred College. Of these, perhapsten, through
humility, old age,or from a feelingof incapacity tostruggle with the
difficultieswhichsurround the Papal throne atpresent,might refuse
to accept the dignity of Pontiff. But then there would be fifty-two,
any oneof whom might accept the tiara,onreceivingmore than two-
thirds of the votes, the number necessary,. One Cardinalmay-makeuphis mind to vote for another, whom he thinks worthy ofbeing
raised to the position of Pontiff;but in such a voting body what
party in that Cardinal's favor could he form ?

We speakofthis question from ahumanpointof view. There-
ligious guidance of the Holy Ghost, directing the mind of the Con-
clave, wedo not speak of;but humanly speaking, the Conclave is
unlike other elective bodies. The members atpresentcomposing the
Sacred Collegenumber 38 Italian, and 24 foreign Cardinals.' Ithas
never happened previously, soitissaid, that theSacredCollege con-,
tamed so many members who are not Italians. Thus it is quitepossiblethat one whois not an Italian maybe chosen Pope, and thatwillbea departurefrom the ordinary courseof things;but who thefuturePontiff will be it is impossibletoguess, and there is not theleast light to leadtoaconjecture. True, ahappy chance may lead
some individual to hitupon the name of him whowill afterwardsrule the Church, butsuchguessing is of no value in answering thisquestion— Who will be thenext PopeI— Pilot.
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