
PBESIDENT'S ADDBESS.
The following is the address of theDistrict President :
Bbotheb Officebs and Delegates,— lt may be supposedthat this is our First Annual Meeting;such is, however,reallynotthe case,for virtually itis the second. Although it gives me greatpleasureto be able to preside to-dayunder such favorable circum-stances, andafter the difficulties by which the Districtwasbeset,onthe other hand,Iregret tosayIam far from being inbodilyhealth.As a reporthasbeenprintedand circulatedamongst membersof theprogress of theDistrictduring the first half yearof its existence,it-is unnecessary for me togo intodetail,butIcannothelpalluding tooneor twopoints. Owing to thepainful complaintunder whichourlate lamented Secretarysuffered,even from the establishmentof theDistrict,he wasnot able to take the activepart in themanagementof its affairs whichhis spirit and inclination would haveledhim to,andconsequently for some months beforehis death amass ofworkhadbeenaccumulating, andthe generalaffairs of theDistrictwereinconsiderable muddle. Ihad some delicacy in troubling BrotherCantwellfor asettlement and arrangement ofhis affairsinhis thenprecariousstate, and consequently on his deceaseboth myself andbrother officers felt ourselves somewhat in a dilemma. However,knowing that Brother Connor had notonly evinceda warminterestin the success of our Society,but was also possessedof considerable

experience in matters relating thereto,Iasked him tocome toourassistance,impressingupon him the necessity of active stepsbeingtaken. To his credit he quickly responded to the appeal,came tothe rescue,andtohisindefatigableenergy andindustry doestheDis-trict not only owe its extrication from the difficulties which then
surrounded it,but itspresent financial success. From thetime of hiselection at thehalf-yearlymeeting, he has fulfilled his duties faith-
fully,honestly,and fearlessly,and in my opinion the District oweshim a deep debtof gratitude for his unweariedeffortson itsbehalf.Although supposed to have butsix months' work,there wasalmosttwelvemonths' correspondence to be attended to,as a glance at theletter-bookwouldprove. Another matter which Imay touchupon,and whichwill bebrought before youduring the Session,is the diffi-
culty experienced in obtaining a refund of the moneyheld intrnst

The Annual Meeting of the Otago-Canterbury District of the
H.A.C.B. Society was held at the Australian Hall, Princes-street,
Dunedin,on the abovedate.

Present— The District President (Brother Ed-ward Carroll)pre-
sided,supported byBrothersConnor and Connellan,District Secre-
aryandTreasurer.

The followingdelegatesproducedtheir credentials,andtook their
seatsat theboard:—:

—
Dunedin Brother John Bbennan.
Oamabu Brother John Dungan.
Lawbence Brother John Young.
Naseby BrotherP. Boubke.

BrotherDungan,DelegatefromSt.John's,Oamaru,actedduring
the Session asEecording Secretary,taking the minutesandreportof

proceedings.
The District Secretarynotified to the meeting that he hadre-ceivedofficial intimationthat Brother Dillonhad been appointedaDelegate from St, Joseph'sBranch,Dunedin.
Onhis name being called, therebeingnoresponse,
The Pbesident said that in the absence of a writtenapology,there wasno otheralternative thanto inflictthe fine.
A fine of 2s. 6d. was thereforeimposed.
The District Secretary thenread telegramsfromtheChristchurchandLytteltonBranches, notifying thatbothLodges haddecided nottoappointdelegates;and Invercargill, although written and tele-graphed to,hadmadenoprovision forrepresentation.
All three Branches were therefore fined, in accordance withRule 52.
On theproposition of Brother Bbennan,seconded by BrotherYoung, Brother Patrick Bourke was elected District Vice-Presidentduring theSession,rice D.V.P.BrotherO'Connor, tesigned.
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