
,(To jflifc Editor of the Colonist):' -" ' . .-.
Sin,— Since tho,passing-of the"mew

'"
Education- Act;"JJJJ \vn« 10/i'toentertain, to,a cqi-tain.pxtcnt/liopesastortlic'rcontiJii,uation'nf tfoveVn'-1mctit aid tosubsidis:cd^,ehoQls,^ndprincipally to 'gt. 'Urary's'soltobls

i,n Nelson. Itwas mentionedin "the Rouse1thattiie subMc'ly would-be
granted to.thbreiiftofthe fi^in'cihlycln--^fMl1.>'ILjtrn'fi6"lf,1Ljtrn'fi6"lf, .whenrisiiiiiirkelson,'hsidsfatbd thatrgn6h^yould.It)'o'tli^Icfi

)
.sc.'

)''iTridc^cnded so w6U
onsuch"{Authorities tha'tit'isoiiiya fcw'dayij"since ipiiblislicd-in'the'
papers that St. Mary's schools were Wife-open' aSf'ugtial nridei- sainc^
managementand sfime teachers. But Iwas not a little surprisedwhen this- morningIreceived from the Chairman of theKelson Bdu-

j THE Tunes boars testimonyto theenergy with which the Catholic'
1Clergy iv Frauccdevote themselves totheir work, as an active, ag-
gressive, and disciplined army,.'"nr more than boforc when Galli-
canism was among them.'" ' ' '

OxEof;,the cruellestblo>v-.C7er siruck-ai,Vjo,sanitary reputpti
of a townhas just been dealr to Berlin byDr. S'-lnveinfurt, theHvell-
known African traveller. .Tlie doctpr'b ab'nnlo i-oturn to Africa,and
the reasonhe assigns for this intentionis thai h ,i,

i "is notable to -up-
port theBerlinclimate."— Jfaj.fr'-r.
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cation Board the no.ti.ee that "no prqyision had- been made in the
EducationAct.1877, for continuing such subsidy to" St.Mary's schools
as theyhad hitherto.receivedfrom theBoard1; thatIwas therefore
recommendedto refer to theEducationalDepartment.", .Many,yearsago, when,.the Nelson Education.,system was..esta-
blished by law, theProvincial Government gave for every existing
school «i sum of £.2 per head for six .months before the new A,ct was
put in force;buthere, with thenew Education'Act, wehavenotgot
somuchas six (lays'notice. ■ ,- |()

,. j , ,-
Who would ever have cxpeqted,,that, in a land where British

liberalinstitutions are a remarkable feature, a schoolwhich has been
establishednow twenty-eight(yearsin- Kelson,which is consequently
the oldest school in this province, should be stopped without a day".s
notice ? That teachers— one of them2s yearsinoffice in that school ;someof them ofsuperiorlearning,"brought at great expensefrom theMother,Country— shouldbe told,ona sudden,that their services are
nomorewanted,ana that there is/,'no, provision made for''them' in
the new Act ?" That large school-rooms iv which many thousand
children have been instructed, should now be closed, and uncere-moniously put aside, withouteven-asmallrecognitionfrom a Govern-
ment whiou.]_as beenall thertime benefited by them/"

'To receivenotice— hot even%\vedk;bef6re,'bnta week'after,■that-is, on the7bh January,'1878— that, .sincontheilst -of the samemonth,no moreaid shouldbegiven rq'su,ch,;schQ.als, which, schools were at-tended only the other day, by nearly otit) children: this,.is one of.
those wonders which can only beseen inourantipodes. '' ,' '-(;iR'! '
1 "The representativesof the people.'affirmed that no publican's
businessshouldbe destroyed without compensation being paid;'but
itis calmly proposed todemolish our schools withoutawhisperbeing
heardofcompensatingus. Yet we bought-land and incurred,greatliability, jrclyjngupon the.law as it then stood;now, by whatIs .iiieffect expastfacto legislation, we are most cruelly placed,"from no
fault of'-oursj.in aposition, of;,great, embarrassment, and yet we,.s_,Q
that inother;cm-utries— for instanceivAustria— rteachcrs are paid,by
the State,provided with residences near the school-house, and arc
allowedsuperannuationpensions,which, if they hadserved,tenyears';
arecxtcudcdAoitheir.widowsand orphansunder fourteen,. ",' " t,1('.

j However, whether we are,or arenot to have compensation (and
therei.always- some allowance in reserve, for old officers who(have
servedunder the Government),Imaintain the( advertisementthtjitjiJ"
have,published lastweek.,that St.,.Mary's schools will re-open.piVthe
2is'_ iiibt., and if thorebe any aitcratio.i.ducjiiotice will bo giycii.'—
lam,&c, , ," , . , , -,t,t i

, - ,', ," , A

'"
'

" ;. . ... v > ,A, M. Gatun, C.Piiest. .!"
Nel-Oi.. January 8, JB7S.

" '"'
[Tin., i- the iirst fruit of the,r,ej,cctipn by Parliamentof the rea-

sonable compromisecontained in the Nelson EducationAct, and im-
ouestioiiably the quiet th.ithas soTong i>rcvailed hore cannot )>e ex-
pected to continue,unless a 'wisei- course i. /adopted. That thepay-
ment to Sfc. Mttvy.s.Khools-.tiU3liih,Jimc will,be made, is,certain, that
inif trood faith i.sstill tobtj foundamong our public men. The pre-sent difticu-.y seemsito iiri^e >olely -fii'om.the want of a minister at
head_.quarter. to_tust_ruct_ his siibprdinates, and when the Hon. Mr.
Shcehan returns to his duties, tlure is no reason,to .apprehend tli'siTthepromised subsidy wiH be wiljihcld. Thi. after all will dolinle
to satisfy ,the justi.cc oi" the ca.e,-and we fool sure the Educatioij
Boardcan, it",so, inclined, discover some ,means of continuing thcsi«
admirable se_iodl-',' eve'i. after the _ihanc-a_ 'year 'has' passed.— "t_.!h*_r
o'i Ghlonht.'] ''rJ '"' '

-i1 '. /> > " ■ f , ,< r . ;r ^i)iri

THE MARISTBROTHERSSCHOOL,

WELLINGTON.

Auckland.Ixa former paper someevidencewas quoted,by me from the testi-monyof enemies toshowthe rapid,andto Presbyterianclergymenthe
alarming,progress of the.Roman Catholic religion in modern Scot-land,a fact whichattracted'the notice of the General Assembly oftheNationalKirk,so long as40-years ago.

Welearn now froman articlein.,a recent number of the Con-
\iemporaryJterlew, aninfluential

'London periodical,that inEngland'Catholiccharity willbe found foremost amongallothers, andout of
allproportionto themoney and,power of the Catholic populationin
providing decent homes andthe best education for the poor, and to
teaching, them, the,science of sciences— Christianity. "The pro-
ficiency of-Catholic children in secular knowledge is certainly ad-
vanced," the Reviewer(a Catliblicj) maintains,"by a concurrent pro-ficiency inreligious learning." 'There is aclcarnatioual/i-eaction,he
alleges, against"the.purely secular system;'and the 'instinct of Eng-
lishmen demandsmore fortheirmoney than the"Lb.ti<_ liu..!tructionliv
reading, writing,andarithmetic. The London _?<?>._*, Inoticed.long
ago, expressedan opinionthat thepeople of England hada naturalrepugnanceboth to education rates, andexclusivesecular teachingin
primary schools. This reviewer but confirms the opinion of the
Times. The like

"
instinct" influences'the public in the provinceof

■Aucklandto be dissatisfied-withanexclusively secular,education, in
their primary scliobls. They are resolve^ Jto.''liave' 1Christian
instruction of some sort

t
given- in- ,the'school. J \Ve know 'that in

this colony religious " instruction>"must bo either rCatholic or
Protestant. XTnsectarian

'
Christian^ is a. 'delusion anil a

snare- ,Let >,the Bible alpnq rbe', ,the text book, apart from
any

"Catechism," and;<,'sce what sort pf a religious creed either
masteror pupils,would.believe in.. Any Governmentprimary school,
Imaintain, whichis not purely secular, will,'and must be either a
l-oinah Catholic or a Protestant school, JSTo use beating about"'the
bn&h

—
hones. y is thebeijtpolicy iv

(the',longrunineducationalaswell
as other matters. l.oinan,Catholics b).this colony willbe,forced 'in
the futuremo.tlikely, as thoy.nc.w are,to pay directly 'or 'indirectly
for schools which arc either purely secular or Protestant,— unloss
God...yrnithehearts of our rulers,to justice,and Catholicschools here.
as in I.ugland. Khali receive,aluen^are of Governmentakl,on faircon-
ditions. That is not probable,considering tlie strength of religions
prejudice and the latitudinarian principlesprevailingamong the peo-pleof this colony :and Catholics must mike up their minds to r_lj
on themselves alone toprovide a good education lor their 'children.
They must becontent to suffer for their fidelity i!o their Church. To
suiter in siieh n causo is an honour and high^pri'vilcgc".,',' They 'nVa'st
make up l>y zeal what they wa-i.t iniaoijcy and numbers. In' coVri-
inentiiig on thatpart oC t]ic Reviewer-,avtiple.in which'hi. 'declaresthat in England tliere is arcactio.i i^ the,]uiblicV mind against,secu-larism, tlie clever editor of t.ie Auckland, Jtwn'in/j Scar shy3—"Vetit doe-, not,appear that they ;m;pnjlieularly anxions'abontanysp"dc-al
reli,m\,us Iruth." How can.Jie .say so when the Church of'England,
thel.omnn Catholics, and th6Dissenier.. have such large educational
establishments recognised andsubsidised by the Government.

':Theold fl:-K,'_ 0f,,,Protestantism, he says, aie wavod in vain, ,mad
thoie in, a witty-spread,,.indii^reuce,,to the variatims of creed.
Mi»lU he not say au indifference to any cro'cd at all!He winds ,\ipwith tl.i.lcmark.v.hich docs credit"to his judgment

—
'"Meaniimc, intelligentand impartial persons can judge 'i't'Catholic-"hari.y be nut vindicating init., l.i-.rrow En»lish limit., the claim of1n- C:tin)hc Clniroh' to le t!_o m-).-i K'.vicea'jle Of all exi'.-thV>-('lnu-J.n-,t.r.vauls the solution of focial problem., new and old, andlowar 1-, tl-.c higher (iovelo])mentof man." It,v well when the Pro-te-t-nt prjssmakes such appeals to the judgmentof "intelligent andlmpaitial persons" inrcjraivl tothe claim.s |'of the Catholic Church tobethe.j-st (duoator sind reformer o!" the people, especially in thehumbio i- jindmostno»lbci:6d portionsof society. Whichever Church

bj.-t in j)rovidnig for the education andspiritual ime,rc=.ls oftli..,e mini,*n.u.. ulnsse-s, ami dpes mast tor.iise them to a state oF re-.spectabiUty. .coaifoit. and contentnient, the popu'ar instinct of Eno--lishrnen will bo apt toregardas the true Church of God. They willneedlittle oflearned argument or theological controversyto provethat,it is so. Jf.th" clergy of any Church can "rescue the ignorantandnoyl.eted English poor from that dc-.rad-.tiouiv which they have
so long b^en sunk,itouglitto pa the Catholic clergy,and especiallyi.he religious or^ej-s male and female amon_c them.

"
Many years a.^onow Mr. Kay in Ins elaboratereport on

'""
Tlie Industrial Order.""dcdioated.toLord Johu, now Earl.Russell, stated that lie ,had beentpld by anEnglish clergyman, neither abi'Kot nor indilFercnt to hisown creed, that pianyof the humbler ranks in England we)-e "-oin"-over-1,0 the,Church pf Rpuie,,andif 't.he,E,igl'i..h clergydut not bestirthemselves the.movement wouldina few ypar's become general andthe English poor wouldbe lost to the Church" of England entirelyThey-werepersuadedthat the Ch^uro>,oi;,Eu^audwas.tlie'richman's!tlw, fiJ_uirfih,/Of tßome,^h<? Ppor, mau',s^Chiu-ch.' 'They saitt rthat" theCatholic clergy pracihpd.,Christianity,tlio 'English clergy'VlicV but2/n-aph \t,or jutifje,mprq. Iquote .thelmport'of l/i's word',"only/

ST.MARY'SSCHOOLNELSON.

The annual tlislrilmlioii ofprizesand a dramatic entertainment took
place atthe schoolroom onTlmmtay,the 20tli December. Thedrama
chosen wasentitled,"Sebastian ■;

" ov, the '" Jloinan Martyr,'1 whi.-h
was played in four nets and to a crowded house. The character^were,
extremelywell supported,andexcitedgreatapplause. Master Isidore'
Pagon took the partof Calpurnius, a Pedantic Philosopher, and he
acted his part very well, creating much interest by his speeches.
The other performers were Masters Cha.s. Bonnington,Emperor of
Itome;James Eddie, the Martyr; Ilobert Dixon, Pancratiuts. thin
Martyr'sboy:J. Kcardon, Diogenes;and severalothers, there being
inall 21characters.. On the conclusion of the drama theprizes were
distributed.

'
■

The "prize-listis as follows :—:
— " '

■-''!"
Fourth Glass (the highest).— l^irst Division— il. Dixon. I':iTii

1 Pagon, 2; W. CoflEcy, 3:"C. r>onnin<rton, "! ;![.Blandford;-.V:' s'J'
Mahoncy, G. SecondDivision

—
J. Murphy, 1:J.Carpenter, 2.r F.London,8:J. Heardpn,+ ;K. Dooley, "> ; Jl.llyland, G._Third Class.

—
FirstDivision— lt.Carpo'nleiy 1 ;LI. llcid, 2; _\V.

Prideaux,3; F.Oakcs,1; .I.Allan, 5; W.Frasor. G. SecondDivision
!— H.Crombic, 1;W. North, 2;11. Greenfield.:{;D. Iteardon, +p.)".
Sheridan, 5; A.Bell, 6. - -'

Second Class.
—

First Divi-rich
—

J. Murray.1:M. Carpenter.:?;
,J. Ryan, 3: A.Percy. 4; "W. tfcmilan, f>:' .M". ltains, (5. Second;Division— T. Nedd,1:W. Hunter, 2; F. Bunnington, 3;J. Gamble,
4 ;J. Filzgibbon, 5;J. King", *>.

First Class(lowest).
—

Fir-t Division
—

T.Hodgkins,1;P.O'Shea,!2:E. Curry. 3;M. Murray, 4;S. Landbropk,5;H. Blake, (!.'SecondDivision— A. Blake, l":W. Guilford, 2:FfFollas,3; S. H.in-'
lon,- -i ;--H.-Dooley, o-;C-Bonnet-, G. -
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