
The difficulty betweenMarshal MacMahonandthe French Assembly
continues. The Associated Press despatches assert, as positive, that
MacMahonhas accepted the resignationof theDescazes Ministry, and
proposes naming, as anew Ministry,men of no political character or
influence, but,rather a class of subordinate officials, in hopes these
may.as colourless,be found inoffensive to the Radicals.

This is a policy that must fail in any country :and, especially,
in a country so positive, and alert, as

'
France. Majorities never

govern, anywhere. Minoritiesalone can govern;but theconditionof
their governing is that they havepositive convictions:a tixed pro-
gramme;and go to work determined to win theposition !

Inthe late elections,in which the Radicals succeeded in keeping
possession of the French Assembly, though by a reduced majority,
MacMahon'sadministration of governmentfailed,inseveral instances,
fromhis having followed Dcscazes" advice,and— for policy— named

iblatant anti-Catholics as Candidates for the Assembly,in districts
where the vote wasclose. Itis not strange that Catholics refused to
vote. How could they vote for Government nominees that, as re-
peatedly happened, declared that "the clericals arc the curse of
France."' InFrance, the term"clerical."means neither less nor morathan faithful Catholic! In circulars, many Catholic Bishops ex-
horted their-people to forego all party spirit, and to vote for the
Governmentnominees. The Catholics,in the centre,andin the east,
ofFrance,particularly, did right, indisregarding theseEpiscopal ex-
hortations. They were given under a mistake." They were given
under theimpression that Descasces, and BrogKo would not dare to
put in nomination, as candidates approved by MacMahon, crazy
enemies of theCatholicChurch. But these"gentlemen""— constrained
by their "brother Freemasons," did impose,"in this way— letushope,
at least— onPresidentMacMahon.

"What part has Christ with Belial.'" France is Catholic, orCommunist ! The shilly-shally of Marshal MncMnhon i.s altogether
in the interests of the coming Communist--. Jle does not somean it,
but this is the wayhis political feebleness is working. J-lc couldhavebeen the SaviourofFrance,had ho knownhi- opportunity. As it i«.he bids fair to vanish,in aRevolutionary Hurry, before liis -'What is
it." Seven yearsofdictatorialpower arc spent, lie has U»t much
ground, and much influence— but,evenyet, the brave,not bright, old
soldiermay defeathis enemies. We doubtof it !

Hemay defeat the enemiesof France, by kicking overboard tho
sham Assembly, that does not. in any vixy, represent France !MacMahon,in 187H. wasput on guard tokeep Frenchmen froni\cut-ting each other's throatfji

"

lieholds tliafe^harter now. Ifas he' theintellect tounderstandhis .PoaXoS-^^KsP'vw^aT?,,--, "* '"' '>'
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Poet'sCorner.
BROTHER JONATHAN'S LAMENT FOR

HTSTJCR CAUOLfXi:.
BY OLIVER WKXDKLL HOLMEfci.

i-i'1 TMVbsautifnlpoem was wriitenupou the annonjicemenIof the
-passawe~of~tlro"""Ordinance of Secession," on' the, '2tyh' December.
1860, by ,the Convention of South Carolina, the first' State which

"attempted to secede. ,

1 - ''S^fE ihas-gone,
—

she ha* left Uhin passion arid pride—'Our.'stor^y-browedsister,so longat ourside! r '

SJieMitf^ torn,her!own Mnvfrow fur firmnminL'p;rlovr,:: tt }
'

''And" turncVl on her lifulTirr the J.i.-o'uPu I'ne !f± v->'.% >Wu . ( , ,- " , Mllll.
!«n 'OiCarolkre, Caroline,child of the mhi.
X'iW We "cannever-forget that ourhearts havebeen oiiiy-j-
£n i'Out forehoads^bqth'^irinklejl,inLiberty's name,

■ " From thcifotmtnmpT'b]pod'wilh the finger of Imio!
You werealways tooready to fire.at a touch:.
But} we said, llShe is hasty.— she docs not meanmuch."' i >

Wehave scowled.whenyouuttered some turbulent threat;
But friendship still whispered,,"Forgive aud forget !

''
,

Has ourlove all died out?"" Have'rfs altars growncold ? '~"
, Jfas the eur*ecomeat last which the fathers foretold? '' '

Then Nature must teachns the strcngtlrotrthc cjiain
That her petulantchildren woulrt'sevetiuvain. " ' '

Theymay fight till thebuzzards arc gorgedwiththeir spoil.
Till theharvest growsblack' asitrots in the soil.
Till thewolvesand thecatamounts troop from theircaves,
And the shark tracks the pirate, thelord of the waves:
Invainis the strife ! When its fury is past.
Their fortunes must flow inonechannel atlasi.
As the torrents that rush from themountains of snow
Rolledmingled inpeace through the valleysbelow.
Our Unionis river,lake,ocean, andsky :
Manbreaks not themedal, when (iod cuts the die !
Though darkened withsulphur, though cloven withsteel,
The blue arch willbrighten, thewaterswill heal!
O Caroline,Caroline, child of the sun,
There arebattles with fate that can neverbo won!
The star-floweringbannermust navcr be furled,
For its blossoms of light are thehopeof the world !

Go, then, our rash sister!afar andaloof,—
Run wildin the sunshine, away from ourroof :
But whenyourheart aches and your feethavegrown sore.
Remember the pathwaythat leads toour door!

THE CRISIS INFRANCE

j-ejfpeqt'tpTJho system placed-T>ycr-girls~whosc
'agesgo to"showlfhejmprop]'ibty*6fsuch ait arrangement. We have'

publisheda number of letters on the subject, anct -the'
4ftct that;ithey-come, fromjdifferent and wide-apart~portions ofjthe-
ecolonyis anindication that the dissatisfaction is wide-spread,-and-
'rests on-jvmoresubstantialfoundation thana propensity to grumble

"

on. thepart(of y,icjvl-csldent^iuany particular locality. A few days
ou,fllcor^qßpp;i(l<intSi yqiiuitcqrcd tio,jjive''spm;e ,sQc*ci{icj,

"linformatiou^but; aa-nothing-has becnjheard frjomi -the department,.1rmay tiejifcstimccl'tßat'thcToffer escapedthe uoticc~o£~tlie"lIT%stef
~

'^Education,or'thathe docs not consider the master, .of; sufficientimportance to justify any specialinquiries. Thereis reasonJoapfj're-,.-
head,however, thatif jthe_>preliminary information,rtttdi'em&nstralftfos '-'
whichare forthcomingnow are treated with 'cotitfempft'^h'e
willbe forced uponthe attention of the Ministcr.,a.nd4hc departments
before-very long.perhaps,in'a iimuh ijiojiciiiip]c«i>:in jfc'wuy.i4f,in«ioji;icfj>«
wcro instituted, say,inthemetropolitandistrict,manylutitahcestwotdd0

be foundof parents refusing to allow their daughters to 'accompany1
Iheir sons to State schoolsptho reasonbeing that the_sohbols,"are'not'
fit places for girls to go to.' We hove no desire t/p attach any
stigma to thegreatnational educationalsystem which has been,esta-
blished,and in_ againcallingattention tcrthe subject, weareonly actua-
ted by the desire to,have au.evil grappled with in its first stage."'
We havebeen accused of

"
hot-headed journalism," because of the

mannerinwhich wehave written,on jthis dreary subject of secular ,
-iWlnga&on h>arvl,iindeed,we might plead in excuse, if we were hot;
r>beadedmithematteu, thatno'aniountof indignation would beunrea-

1 when weiview the determined attempt made by the legisla-
turfcjVn'tCthatmuchboasted

"
majority^'which has been set up like

Nabuchodonosorfs image,for usto fall downand worshipto the tuneof
all the "

scrannel pipes"in thecolony, todrive our Catholic children
under the influence of sohideousa system as that spokenof in the
paragraphs wehavequoted. Butwedeny thatwe archot-headed,we
speak the simple truth ona subject towards which our contempora-
ries display a strange and fatalblindness. Meantime, let, who will
take offence, weshall continue todo our duty. We have showngood
grounds for thepart wehave adopted,and we shall carry itout. The
time will come, wedoubtnot, when we shall be able also to clip from
our New Zealand Contemporaries paragraphs similar to thosewohave
selected elsewhere^ for wedonot so far depreciatetheir honesty as to
suppose the}' will conceal the evils that will attract their attention,
anddissipate the glamour under which they labour at present, when
this system to which weallude liassufficiently matured. The holidays
arenowdrawing to, anend,arid the burden of a double taxationwill
be felt by da'tholics. Butletus recollect that' it is in truth, as the
paragraphs weqnpte abundantly prove, the honesty and pnrity of
our childrenthat are taxed,and no price wearecalled upon to pay
will be considered by us too high compared with the treasure we
would preserve.' Let us, moreover, not forget the legislators who
havedriven us to,s,uch a,strait, butexpendupon them the discontent
we cannotbut feel andopenly manifest.

Surely the fears of the worthy ceclcsiai-ticss who compose the
Presbyterian Synodof Dunedin must havegained the butter of their
judgment, when they are foundto decide that a French protectorate
of the New Hebrides islikely to prove fatal to their preaching oC the"

Gospel." To hear them talk onewould suppose that, thetraditional
sword of St. Bartholomew was still drawn, and the drayonnudes
still in fulltramp. Surely the country that sustains their kindred
Church deserves abetter reputation from them, and we can fancy the
shade of Adolphe Monoddisgusted at their wantof gratitude. How
is it possible that a Government whichat homo supports all forms of
religionshould discountenanceany ouein particular abroad; or that
a Progaganda whichis peianitted inParis should be crushed in Fa-
tunaI Calvinism does its best to make

"
converts" in the neighbor-

hoodof the Boulevards. Its tracts are disseminatedopenly." Ihisy
emissariescarrythem to thehovels of the ch\ffon tcrs,and there are
instances onrecordin which they havebeencast in amongst the laces
of noble dames, asthey reclined in their carriages on Longchamps or
the Champs Elyscc.*.. Butnoone ever thinks of visiting themeddling
bodies who thus work out their mission withanythingmore formid-
able than ridicule, and the Government concerns itself least of all
about them. How thenshall it interfere with their brethren'sendea-
vor to interrupt the fetishism of a few savages in the New Hebrides?

"Worn out," were the dying words of Senator Morton, as Mswhole frame and systemgave way at SJ. What a commentary on
the strain and fevfer of American liter Morton dies about the age
thatanEuropeanStatesmanis,perhaps,entering onhiscareer. Thiersand]Palmerston died in harness .it 80.

'
Disraeli and Gladstone

areactivenow atanadvancedage, hardly represented in our Con-gress, save by Senator Cameron, while the tremendous war Whichcarried thePrussian eaglesinto Paris was fought outbyveterans"of- 70and 80, wholed their forces on horseback— Emperor William, VonMoltke, Von Wrangel. Bismarck,andothers just asold,"ashardy, and
as brave.— '-PhUatlehthUt Press. >
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