
fifthclass then came forward. Their reading was' good, and wasaudible throughout the school;and theyanswcrklVeryVeilquestions;onusefulknowledge,and on the subject matter of what they,read.The answering in spelling, tables,Sec., was verygood for &o 'youngaclass., The 4th Cln«s worenpxtexamined'and'acquitted themselvesvery wellin the {roop-aphy of New Zealand, arithmetic, tables,spel-ling, &c. The,2ndclass nextcame forward and answered correctly/questions onthegeography of Europe,Australia, and on the historyof New'Ze&land,Australia, as well as Englishhistory. Theirparsing.andanalysing of simple sentenceswere,good.;i they werealsoable.to
the.distances of places onriinps'audto /mcLaa-oughTestimate^of,the areas of.countries. The Ist class werenextbrought forward. ,

7^8yjlun.d.epw*pufc.j»« 1 unusually severe and general examination.';orihistory,elementary chemistry,"- principles.>of arithmetic, 'aualysis-coftides/mathematics,&c. Dr. Kilgour,Rev.S..Chastagnon,"
'

andMr."Q'D.qnQgtiue each examinedthem. Their answering pleasedevery;orfe present./ Master JohnDunn thenrecited the "Sister of-.Mercy." MasteivM. Schidler,"Bygone Schooldays;"MasterA.Corn-wall,Brutus to theRomans," andall three'recitedwell. "The "Bestl
offering to O'Connell,"by Master A.Dunn, was exceedingly'well re-cited,audtheprelude,arapidsketch 6f this greatestIrishman, com-
posedby Mr. O'Donoghue,is worthy of reproduction :—:

—
, 'Daniel O'Coxnell.' - -

Darnel O'Connell; tnchero andthe liberator of Ireland, wasborn
m1J76. Hewas aspure apatriot as George Washington,aridamore
effective orator than Demosthenes orPericles. " Nonationhashadhisequal. He rousedhis longdown-troddencountrynien—hemadethem
remember thatthey weremen;and,for the first time in the world'shistory, without firing ashot or takingaway the life or liberty of asingle fellow-creature, he smashed to pieces the rusty and blood-

<■stained penal laws of centuries of ages. .'He frightened the great.Wellington, the conquerorofNapoleon;andhe f.orced from his irongrasp the emancipationof 8,000,000 of ■' He, was a" mostdevoted Catholic,but hewould never ask a privilege of freedom"orreligious toleration for ihimself or his creed that he was not mostwilling the.professorsofeveryother opinion'should also enjoy. Hefought for the abolition of slavery -more ardently than any man in
Europe,andhedied amartyr tofreedom—

a martyr tohis creed andhis countiy,
—

aftersufferingin the latter partof his careersixmonthsof themost unjust imprisonment. The greatJudgeDcnham declared
beforetheworld thatthelawthatmade O'Connellsuffer wasamockery,a delusion and asnare. He died at Genoain1847. Hebequeathedhis soul toGod,his heart toRome, andhis body toIreland. '

The school. reflects the result of Mr..O'Donoghuc's_cxcellent
teaching. The prizesbeing distributed,theproceedings brokeup by
thepupils giving three jcheers for' their teacher,-Mr. R. 'McDonald
(whohadmade apresent of a cricket ball,bats, &c-Vand1the.Rev. S.Chastagnon.,

THE CONVENT SUPERIOR $CHOOL.
The annualexhibition andexamination of the young ladies ofthisschool,-and the distributionof prizes; took placeyesterday,intheStJoseph'sschool,-before a very largeandirespectableaudience; The

number ofpupils wasabout50. -They 'presenteda neat -and attracttiveappearance, creditable alike to theparentsasweUasthc children.The examination was principally conducted by,the children, whowerethemselves the examiners and the ■examined,varied"sometimesby Mi-. O'Donoghue .asking a few questions. It was extremelypleasant'to witness the spiritand vivacity,-the readinessand thepre-cision, of the youngchildren in both answering.and.proposing thequestionss. Eventhe younger classes showed as.-much aptitude inthis-wayas the senior classes.
"

The amount "of general andspecific
knowledge displayedby all the classes of this school, the

'
order and

politeness of the children, while itcertainly pleasedandoften aston-ished the audience, unquestionably sustained the appropriatcuss of
the title Select School,and the Thames may be congratulated uponhaving in-itsmidst so excellent a school, 'ilie exhibitionandexami-
nation ofthechildren must begratifying to all who take aninterestineducation. .The answeringanddeportmentofthepupils also reflect
great credit on the Sisters of Mercy, and the system of tdaching
carried outby them. < But the intellectualdisplay wasnot the only
attraction. Musical selections, singing, &c, were numerous, thespecimensof fancy work and drawing■were- excellent,'and in these
accomplishmentsthe childrenexhibitedacultivationand tastereally
admirable. A section ofthe first class was1examinedinAlgebra,geo'-rmetry,andbook-keeping, and their answering was remarkably cor--rect. Problemsingeometryandequationsin Algebra weresolvedon
theblack-boardbefore ;the audience,who werehardly evermore sur-prised. ,.,-,

OAMARU.

We abridge'the following from the Thames Advertiser :—The annual examination and distribution of prizes at the St.Joseph's School took place onTuesday December 18. The proceed-
ingscommenced at 10 a.m. andlasteduntil1p.m. The Rev.S. Chas-tagnonpresided. There wasa considerable attendance, but princi-pally oE theparents of the pupils. The ladies of the ConventofMercy werealso present. The room was decorated with flowers,evergreens,&c,and a stage waserected in the middle, upon whichtheexamination&c, of the children wascarried out. The childrenwereveryneatly attired, and200 ofthemsitting in the gallery pre-sentedan attractiveandpleasantappearance. This schoolis divided
into two sections. The infant department was first examined. If
commenced by ahymn, "Jesus,Gentle Saviour," whichwasveiywellsung by all the children. The first and thirdclasses readvery-well,

'
and acquitted themselves creditably upon the other subjects.

'

Therecitations and the singing exercises were highly creditable to theteachings of the Sisters in charge. The pupilsof thisdepartmentareveryyoung,the averageage is not aboveseven years, and still theirdiscipline,singing, andansweringreflect thehighest credit on theirteachers. The infants thenreceivedprizesand weredismissed.
SECOND SISCTIOX.

Tbcsingiiigpf the song "IRemember" (accompanied on theharmonium by Mis*, Smith) was tKe first item on the programmeThis was admirably given. The children of the4thclass read andspelled vary correctly, and answeredremarkably well in useful-knowledge. Ihcthird class answered very wellingeography, gram-mar and tables. The 2nd class was examinedinthe geography ofNew Zealand,English history,and grammarr.They answered readilyandaccurately. TheIst class wassubjecteItoa searching-examina-tion ingrammar, English history, geography qf Australia and theworld,principlesof arithmetic, &c, and theiransweringwasremarka-bly comprehensive 'and accurate. Then"came the distribution ofprizes. The childrenin this school werevery-politeandorderly,andtheir answeringon the generalsubjects ofordinaryeducation,singing,
anddiscipline was excellent. The sympathy between the goodnunsand their pupils was touching to all present. All the classes wereexamined by Mr. O'Donoghue

ST. THOMAS'S (BOYS') SCHOOL.Tte examination, exhibition, &c, of the pupils of this school
beganat 2p.m. There werenearly 100 pupils present. Immediatelyon theEev. S. Chastagnon taking the chair,Master Andrew R. Dunn
steppedforwardon theplatformand readwithgreat tasteandclear-ness of expressionanaddress onbehalfof his youngcompanions. The

(From a Cwrcqmident.)
, January 4, IS7S.

The following Bros, were appointed at the half-ycarlv meetingof St. John's Branch, No. 76, H.A.C.B.S. :— Bro. Charles Kearn.s,
President;Bro.Peter Shannon,Vice-President;.Bro.Eugene-McCar-thy, Treasurer;Bro.Peter M.Morony.Secretary:Bro.James Dunne,'
Warden ; Bro. John O'ltourkc, Guardian ;Bros. John Connelly andThomas Sullivan, sick visitors.
Imay also inform your readers thatweare onthe alerthere totryand give themanof theMacandrew and Stoutstamp a "warmrecep-tion"at thenextgeneralelection. " The Catholicsherearepreparingtohavetheir votesregistered,'so as tobe able toraise a dust to darkenthepolitical horizonof the enlightened secularists of the nineteenth

century. I'don't suppose that those godless-school supporters caremuchabout the Catholic voteof Oamaru,but wewill try all we can
touseit to theirdisadvantage,and if the old proverb be true thatthe

"
last strawbreaks the camel's back," one Catholic vote mayalsobe themeansof turning the scale, arid leavingagodless secularist out

inthe cold. Ihopemy fellow Catholics throughout the length andbreadthof New Zealandwill prepare togive thesegentlemen"a yardoftheirownmeasure,"byregisteringtheir votes. "Union isstrength;"let everyonedohispart— remembcring-thebundleof sticks— "Unitedwe stand, dividedwe fall." Thiggin Thu ?
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is lying somewhereamonghiseffects'." Allthis ispalpable"Jesuitry."
Butit maybe, afterall, that-weare about tohaveaclaim put,in,-for
theProtestantismof theChurch of the middle jages. This is quite!possible,sincea likeaccusation is1brought against that of the firstages of Christianity,and withquiteasmuch show ofreason.

' *' "

We observe that oneof oir. daily contemporarieslthinks* fit to
furnish his readers with certain inanities culled from'-a!Cologne-jour-.
rial respecting the Jesuits. The Ploly See,itappears,ha&beentricked^
into a completedepcndan.eeupoa the Order, fmanciallyt.by -means of>Peter'sPence, andmorally by the Clerical Press.. Itreallyisama'zingi
"what rubbishcorrespondents trying to make oiit a letsel-lwilFseize "

#nto fill up therequired space, for itis a "Romancorrespondeni""
"jte accountable for this incomprehensible stuff, The^Jesuitshave
-tore todowith Peter's Pence than any of the other ox

clergy of the Church. No1 doubt*
-

where circumstances call upon
them, they assist in its collection as other priests do, but that is
simply all they have tosay to it; and as to the "Clerical Pi-ess,"
Catholic newspapers naturally defend the Society uf Jesus as they
defendany other institution approved by and' connected with the
Church. They wouldbeactinga most unjustifiable part were they
tohear insilence themany groundless andbitterattacks made upon
the order inquestion, or to treatinany way with disrespect a most
zealousand/worthybodyof ecclesiastics. As to thenext sinister item

'

reported,wehavebeen listening to it all our lives. The Order, it
seems, is not whatitis takenfor but is interiorly demoralized. This
is rather stale intelligenceto publishinanEuropeannewspaper and
repeat inacolonialdaily. Ithasprovedtheground-workofnumerous
publications that wereold whentheDunedin journal that now pro-
vides this silly paragraph for its readers came into existence. The
interior demoralizationspokenof,however, is only apparent to ene-
mies who judgefrom the outside; viewed from within, even when
deserted,the Order isstillspokenof withreverence and admiration.Werecollect at present two testimonies to its excellence borne by
men whohad had opportunities of judging ifc familiarly, and who
must be admitted to havepassed impartial judgment:one is that of
theJesuit Gressct, dismissed from the Society becauseofhis excessive-
addiction to literaturewhichunfittedhim for fulfilling his duties as
a member of theOrder,andwhoexpressed ineloquentlineshis regret
at the parting, andhis lasting loveand veneration for the brethren
hehadboeii severed from. ,The other is thatof the apostate, Blanco
"White, who, afterhehadprofessedhimselfamember of the Church
of England, affirmed that the charges brought against the Jesuits
wereentirely groundless. On the other hand those works in which
the Order is most loudly condemned are frequently grossly immoral,
and the reprobationof their authors is most honourableto thefathers,
and apowerful witnessto their integrity.
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