
-societies; if possible,inItaly, wherethe infidels ..gojto such.extremes
as to«hock even those who profess no religion, but who have still
somelittle sense of propriety andregard for commondecency.

Until recently, Protestants have not blushed to assert that the
ancient Churchknew nothing of devotion to tho Motherof God, and
thatsuch"superstition" aud

"
idolatory,"as theywerepleased tocall

it, datedonly from the fifth or
'
sixth century of the Christian era

Recent excavations in the Catacombs at Rome havebrought to light,
anumber of representationsin fresco andmarble,showing theadora-
tion of the three Oriental Kings or Magi, and the Blessed Virgin is
representedas theQueenof Heaven, seated upon a throne, holding
the Divine Child inher lap and receiving for him the gifts of the
threekings. This has naturally confoundedour non-Catholic brethren
very much, since their gratuitous assertion is thus clearly refuted by
a work of art made in the very first ages of Christianity, as early as
the second or thirdcentury. But, as a drowningman will catch at a
straw, thestiff-neckeddissenters stillmaintained that inthis represen-
tationof the adoration of the Magi it was impossible to omit the
figure of the Blessed Virgin, since it necessarily belonged to the
group,but thatfrom the presence of such a figure devotion to the
BlessedVirgin could in nosense ba inferred. Alas for them, even
this slender argument has fallen to the ground. More recent excava-
tions in the Catacombs of St. Sebastian have unearthed another
group, a representationof theNativity of Our Saviour, in which the
BlessedMother appears independently as anobject of veneration and
devotion. What will Protestants saynow ? Will they have still the
hardihood toassert thatthe Church of the Catacombs was a stranger
to devotion towards theBlessed Virgin 1 \

Anaged missionary fromBuenos Ayres, attending the Catholic
Congress atBergamo,related, as wellfor the edification of hishearers
as to prove to them that they had brothers in far-off America who
esteemed it an honour to confess the faith, that the President of
theArgentineRepublic, M.Avcllaneda,had joined the Congregation
of Mary,recently instituted in that country. He publicly attends the
meetings andreligious exercises of the Congregation;and, as a re-
sult of his endeavours to induce others to follow his example, it may
be stated that in a veryshorttime three of the Ministers of Stateand
twogeneralshandedin their names for enrolment in the Congrega-
tion.

' _
j

A rumourhavingbeen made current inFrance thatLondonand
all the large English townsare about toholdmeetings tocongratulate
theRepublicanson their victory, the Legitimist Gazette de France
publishesa tauntingarticle, ridiculing, th^s interference of theEng-
lish in French affairs, telling them to look to the beam .in their own
eye,reminding them of their rotten boroughs,of their crueltreatment
of Irishmen who sought to get rid of their oppression, aud asking
them what they woulddo toa Scottish Gambetta who summoned the
Queen tosubmit or resign. It bids them proclaim the Republic at
home ifthey really think itsuch afine thing.

Ayoung alumnus of Trinity College, Dublin, Mr. DanielMorris,
has received from the Government thepost of Director of the Botanic
Garden,Ceylon, with a salary of £1,800 a year,adelightful residence,
anda leading social and official position in the island. Mr. Morris
oweshis appointment purely andsimply tohis own merits. He ob-
tained the first of the goldmedals inNatural History, at the Mode'ra-
torship Examination,in October, 187G. When the Ceylon post fell
vacant,his collegedistinctions,and some papers he had written on
Natural History, procuredhim letters of recommendation from Pro-
fessor Huxley and Dr. Haughton, F.T.C.D. These letters, and the
facts on which they were founded, wereconclusivein his favour. He
has not hadlong to wait for the reward of his college exertions.

—
Savntiers Ncivx-Letter.

The Soh'tf, whichhas the credit of being the organ of the Orleans
Princes, has madethe followingremarkable declaration.

"
Our pre-

ference, which we have never concealed, andhavenoreasontocon-
ceal now, is for the Constitutional Monarchy. In short, we are at
heart Royalists and Parliamentarians. Before being Royalists, how-
ever, weare Frenchmen. We willneverbe among those who get up
crises,catastrophes,andadventures, in thehopeof fishing introubled
waters. . . We still firmly believein the future of Constitutional
Monarchy,but webelieveitbecause Fraucewillspontaneously return
to it. . . To-day the public is manifestly for the Republic We
shouldhold ourselves culpable towardsitif we took part in a policy
of obstinateresistance to the legal expressionof itspresentopinion...
Be the country wrongor right, itcertainly desires the Republic. The
Republic shouldbe given it, andgiven it without subterfuges." The
Soleilgoes on tosay that theRepublic will, of course, be an experi-
ment,and that whether it succeed or not mustdependon the conduct
of the Republicans. If it should, that " would be the ruin of our
Royalistpreferences;but themoment the Republicgaveus,inreturn,
the spectacleof national greatness andpublic tranquility, we should
discoverin our patriotism sentiments of a wise resignation. Under
theRepublic, as under the Monarchy, we remain Parliamentarians.
We shall be asked,perhaps, why, being such, we adhered during the
electoral struggle to the policy of the Marshaland the courseadopted
by theMinistry. From the 18thMay to the 14th October, we gave
proof of devotion anddiscipline;but themajority of the countryhad
not pronounced itself. Now thatithas spokenwe arc bound to re-
spect its will." If these arc really the sentiments of the Orleanist
Princes as wellas of the Orleanist organ, they mayatall eventsclaim
the credit of patrioticdisinterestedness.

The Irish Himet publishes the following from Mr. Grattan,
Tinnehineh, County Wicklow :—":

— "
Having read an account in the

Court Journal, of September 15, of the New Zealand flax having
latelyblownin the gardens of Johnston Castle, Co. Wexford. Ibeg
so say that that beautifulplanthas been blowing in my gardenhere
all the summer, and isnow in fullpod. The plantsIhave werepro-
duced from seed sent to me from New Zealand. The leaves are
twelve feet in length, and the flower spikeis nine feethigh.

A number of Jews living at Jerusalem have formed themselves
into a volunteercompany, and haveoffered themselves to the Sultan
to fight against the Russians.

The Duke of Norfolk is stated tobe erecting, a3 a localmemorial
of his marriage, schools and a mission-room in Queen's Road
Sheffield.

NEW ZEALAND TAftLEtf;.

SanFrancisco Mail News.
Friday, January 11, 1873.

(Front our Exchanges,)
Paragraphshave appeared in numerous papers to the effect that

Prince Amadeus was about to enter into holy orders and don the
habit of the Trappists. Itis true that theprince leadsa lifemore inconformity with the glorious traditions of his noble andillustrious
ancestors thando other members of his house, butitis time that the
truth of thematter should be established. Itiscertain that,although
the duke continued to lead a most edifying Christian life at Turin
after the deathof his piouswife, the Princes of Oisterna,he has notmanifestedany intention of enteringholy orders. The HolyFather,
l^i|R interrogatedon the subject at one of the public audiences,res-
p^mled in the following terms :—":

— "
lam well aware that the prince

■js a most pious and exemplary Catholic, that he frequents thechurches, and habitually approachesthe Sacraments. He also wrote
me on the occasion of my jubilee, that he was disposed to renounce
his privilegesas a princeof theblood, if such aproceeding shouldbe
necessary toprove his entire devotion andallegianceto theHoly See;
butIamentirely ignorant of any intention he may have formed of
enteringholy orders,or of becoming a religious." An Italian arch-
bishop anda cardinal have been interrogatedonthe samesubject, and
havebothrespondedas didhis Holiness.

The correspondentof the Philadelphia Press writes from Rome,
on October 24th as follows:— There is a curious case now proceeding
here in which King Victor Emmanuel lignres rather unpleasantly.
Some years ago his Majesty purchased the Villa Potcimani, to which
he made additions whichconverteditintomagnificent countrypalace.
To increase 4ts pleasure grounds he also purchased the adjoining
estateof the Irish College,andas much of the surrounding ground as
he could obtain, and thus secured a large demesne. The grounds
thus acquiredwerebeautifully laidjoutwith newroads, artificial lakes,
and plantationsof choice trees. He had a neighbour, however, an
Irishgentlemen, in the service of the Pope, and owner of some ad-
jacent laud, who, declining tobe bought off tomake way for theroyal
improvements,also claims a right-of-way overanancientroadrunning
through(tha whole length of the royal grounds, butwhic'i theKing's
■workmenhad'torn up. When this Irish.gentleman tried to make
goodhis right-of-wayhe was summarily dealt with,and being prose-
cuted for trespassin thecriminal courts, was sentenced topay a fine.
He has appealed, and the matter has now come before the CivilCourt as a.question of property and long usage. If decided against
theKingit will destroy all the privacy of the royaldemesne, which
must greatly annoy theKing, and would gratify a large number of
his Roman subjects, who are dissatisfied with the large increase of
taxation (partly toliquidate the Royal debts) since the Eternal City,sever yearsago, became the official residence of the sovereign.

The Unita Cattollca of Turin has proposed to petition theHoly
Father to nominate a Patron Saint of Catholic journalism, and tochoose as such thenew Doctor of the Church, St. Francis do Sales, inthe samemanneras Benedict XIIIappointed as the Patron Saint ofstudents, St. Aloysius Gonzaga. The Voce/lella Yeritk supports thisproposalasmost salutary and opportune.

Mr. Gladstone accepted the freedom of the city of Dublin,tendered tohim by the Corporation, and the formal presentation wasmade inthe CityHall, Dublin, on Wednesday, the 7th No /ember.The right honorable gentleman wasentertainedby the LordMayor atluncheon. v,A Priest of.theDioceseofDublin" writes totheFreeman,
saying :—":

— "
WhatBacon wrote tohis patronEssex,oneof theheadpaci-ficators of Ireland, by the way, wa-> always the policy of Englishstatesmen towards us. Ho suggests the

'
toleration of Popery for atime not definite,',i.e., toleratc,it as long as you cannot help it, andto 'weakenthe Irish by division and disunion among themselves,'

which the future Chancellorcalls
'
theprincely policie.' How longithas endured! One English Minister has had the honesty and thegenius torise above this wickedness, and to legislate for us on thebasis of 'justice to Ireland.1 That manis our guest to-day— WilliamEwart Gladstone."

Oncemoreitismade to appear that Queen Victoriais an Irish-woman—a longivay after, it may be added, Eva, the daughter ofKing Dermot, was given inmarriage to Strongbow.with the wholeofLeinstcr for her dowry. Eva and Strongbow had but one child,Isabel;she' was the sole heiress of Leinster and of her father's pos-
sessions inWales. She wasgiven in marriage by KingRichard ItoWilliam Marshal, Hereditary Earl Marshal

'
of England. They hadfivesons, who nil diedchildless and live daughters", toeach of whom

wasgiven a county for a dowry— Carlow, Kilkenny, Queen'sCounty,Wexford, and Kildarc. Isabel, the second daughter, married theEarl of Gloueesteiyuud her giand-daughter was themother of KohcrtBrace,Kingof ScotlatuL ,«.The third danghter Eva, married LorddeEroe^and from a-daugtoterofchers, also named Eva, descended Ed-warcMV, King(of England. Through his grand-daughter, Margaret,
Queeifof Scotland'anddaughter of Henry VII, QueenVictoria claimsher right-to the throne: and throughtwo lines she traces back herpedigreetoEva, the Irishprincess. The wife of Robert Bruce wasdescendedfrom the daughter of Roderick O'Connor, the last King ofIreland, who ended his life in themonastery of Cong, leavingnomaleheir. The granddaughter of Brucemarried the Lord High Stewardof Scotland, and through her the Stuartsclaimed the crown. QueenVictoria claims tobe a Stuart, and tobe the lineal representative oftheRoyal Irishraces of Evaand Roderick, Itis a verypretty story;anditmay account for borne of the virtues of her majesty. Irishblood,evenwhen thus mixed with baser fluid, is goodblood.

InVerviers,Belgium, there was recently formed an atheistic so-ciety whoseobject is to wage -war against God and religion. Thecandidatesareinitiatedby a ceremony intendeu ;mimic and turninto ridiculeHolyBaptism. Pa3ciili la, jins
*

sors, and takesthe fearfullyblasphemousoath thathe will wagewaragainst God andHisholy religion. The two sponsors arc to see that he fulfils thisoath. We should not wonder much if this society spread rapidlyanaoag th,osc of the Belgians who areiafidele. Thereareeven worse
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