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_ Paragraphs have appeared in numerous papers to the effect that
Prinee Amadens was about to enmter into holy orders and don the
habit of the Trappists. It is true that the prisice leads a life more in
conformity with the gloricus traditions of his noble and illustrions
ancestors than do other membzrs of his house, hut it is time that the
truth of the matter should be established. It iscertain éhat, although
the duke continued to lead a most edifying Christian life at Turin
after the death of his pionswife, the Princess of Cisterna, he has not
manitested any intention of entering holy orders.  The Holy Father,
148z interrogated on the subject at one of the public audiences, res-
pyrided in the following terms :—¥ T am well aware that the prinee
% & most plous and exemplary Catholic, that he frequents the
churches, and habitually approaches the Bacraments, He also wrote
me on the oceasion of my jubilee, that hie was disposed to renounce
his privileges as a prince of the blood, if such a proceeding should be
neeessary to prove his entire devotion and allegiance to the Holy See
but I am entirely ignorant of any intention he may have formed of
entering holy orders, or of becoming a religious.” " Au Italian arch-
bishop and a cardinal have been interrogated on the same subject, and
have both fespondled as did his Holiness,

The correspondent of the Philadelphie Press wriles from Rome,
on October 24th as follows :—There is 'a curious case now proceeding
here in which King Vietor Emmanucl fignres rather unpleasantly,
Some years aro his Majesty parchased the Villa Potenziani, to which
be made additions which converted it into magnificont country palace.
To increase vits pleasure grownds le also purchased the adjoining
estate of the Irish College, and as mueh of the surrounding ground as
he conld obtain, and thus sesured a jarge demesnc. The grounds
thus acquired were heautifally laidout with new ronds, artificial lakes,
and plantations of choice trees.  He had a neighbour, however, an
:'[I'lSh gentlemen, in the serviee of the ope, and owner of some ad-
jacent land, svho, declining to be bonght off to make way for the royal
improvements, also cluims aright-of-way over an ancient read running
througl the whole length of the royal groynds, but whie) the King's
workmpn had torn up, When this Irish .gontleman tried to make
goed his right-of-way he was summarily dealt with, and being prose-
cuted for trespass in the eriminal courts, was senteuced to pay a fine,
He has appealed, and the matter has now coms before the Civil
Courtlns a.quesition of property and long usage, If decided against
the King it will destroy all the privacy of the royal demesne, whicki
must greatly annoy the King, and wonld gratify a large number of
his Roman sybjects, who are dissatisfied with the large increase of
taxation (partly to liquidate the Royal tebts) sinew the Hternal City,
gever years ago, hecams the official residence of the sovercign.

The Lwite Cattolics of Turin has proposed o petition the Holy
Father to nominate a Patren saint of Catholic journalism, amd to
choose as sueh the new Doctor of the Churel, $t. Franeis de Sales, in
the same manner as Benedict XIIL appointed as the Datron Saint of
students, Bt. Aloysigs Gonzagn, The Foee delle Terite supports this
proposal as most salutary snd opportunc.

Mr. Gladstone accepted the frecdom of the eity of Dublin,
tendered to him by the Corporation, and the formal proseitalion was
made inthe City Hall, Dublin, en Wednesday, the 7th November.
The right honorable rentleman was entertained by the Lord Mayor ab
lmlgzhuon. ¥ A Priest of.the Divcese of Dublin ™ writes 1o the Frecaian,
saying ' —“ What Bacon wrote 1o his patron Essex, oneol the head paci-
ficators of Ireland, hy the way, was always the policy of English
statesmen townrds us,  He suggests the ¢ teleration of Popery For a
time not definite,” 1.e., tolerate,it as long as you caunoct hell; it, nnd
to ‘weaken the Irjsh by dwvision and disuuion among themsclves,’
which the future Chancellor calls ‘ the princely poiicie.” How long it
bas endured ! One Wnglish Minister has Lad the honesty and the
genius to rise above this wickedness, and to legislate for us on the
basis of * justice to Treland,”  That man is our gaest to-day-—William
Ewart Gladstone.”

Once more it 4s made to appear that Queen Victoria is an Irish-
woman—a lony way after, it may be added, Eva, the daughter of
King Dermot, was given in marriage to Btrongbow,with the whole of
Leinster for her dowry, #va and Strongbow hed but one child,
Isnlfcl; she' was the sole heiress of Leinster and of her father's 110%-
sessions in Wales.  She was given in marriage by Kiug Richard 1 to
William Mavshal, Hereditary Earl Marshal of itngland, They had
five sons, who ail died childless, and five daughters, 1o eacl: of whom
Was glven a county for n dowry—~Uarlow, Kilkenny, Queen's County,
V.h’extm‘d, and Kildare, Irabel, the sccond dawrhter, married the
Harl of Gloucester,.and her ;and-daughter was the mother of Robert
Bruce, King of Seotlakd, #The ihird denehter Eva, married Lord de

Brocl‘:nd from ardaughtet gf hers, also named Eva, deseended Ed-

warCQV, King of England. Through his grand-daughter, Margaret,
Queer? of Sjcotlu,nd'mld davghter of Henry VI, Queen Victovia ctaims
ker Tightte the throne : and through two lines she traces back her
pedigree to Eva, the Inish princess. The wife of Robert Bruce was
descended from the daughter of Roderick O'Connor, the last King of
Ir{:lnnd, who ended his Jife in the monastery ot Cong, leaving no male
heir. The grand-daughter of Bruce married the Lord High Steward
of Beotland, rnd through ber the Stuarts claimed the crown.  Queen
Victoria claims to be a Stuart, and to be the lineal represeniative of
the l.{oynl Irish waces of Kva and Raderick, It isa very pretty story ;
and it may account for some of the virtues of her majesty, Irish
blood, even when thus mixed with baser fluid, is good blood,

. In Verviers, Belgium, there was recently formed an atheistic so-
ciety whose object is to wage war against God and religion. The
candidates are initisted by a ceremony intendeu  ‘mimic and turn
into ridienle Holy Baptism. Tazeuooiila, st " sors, and takes
the fearfully blasphemous oath that he will wage war against God and
His boly religion. The two sponsors are t0 see that he fuliils this
oath. We should not wonder much if this socicty spread rapidly
among thosc of Lthe Belgians who are infidels,  There ave cven worse

-societies; if possible, in Italy, where the infidels_go.to such extremes
as to shock even those who profess no religion, but who have still
some little sense of propriety and regard for common decency,

Until recently, Protestants have not blushed fo assert that the
ancient Church knew nothing of devotion to tho Mother of God, and
that such “ superstition™ and “ idolatory,” as they were pleased o call
it, dated only from the fifth or sixth century of the Christian era
Recent exeavations in the Catacombs at Rome have brought to light,
a number of representations in fresco and marble, showing the adora-
tion of the three Oriental Kings or Magi, and the Blessed Virgin is
represented as the Queen of Heaven, seated upon a throne, holding
the Divine Child in ber Inp and receiving for him the gifts of the
three kings, This has naturally confounded ournon-Catholic brethren
very muelh, singe their gratuitous assertion is thus clearly refuted by
a work of art made in the very first ages of Christianity, ns early as
the second or third century. But, as a drowning man will catch at a
straw, the stiff-neeked dissenters still maintained that in this represen-
tation of the adoration of the Magi it was impossible to omit the
fizure of the Blessed Virgin, since it necessarily belonged to the
group, but that from the presence of such a figure devotion to the
Blessed Virgin could in no sense be inferred.  Alas for them, even
this slender argnment has fallen to the ground, More recent excava-
tions in the Catacombs of Ht. Sebastian lave unearthed another
group, a representation of the Nativity of Our Savionr, in which the
Blessed Mother appears invdependently as an object of veneration and
devotion. What will Protestants say now?  Will they tiave still the
hardihood to assert that the Church of the Catacombs was a stranger
to devotion towards the Blessed Virgin 1 5

An aged missionary from Buenos Ayres, attending the Catholic
Congress at Bergamo, related, as well for the edification of his hearers
as to prove to them that {hey had brothers in far‘off America who
estecmed it an honour to confess the faith, that the President of
the Argentine Republic, M. Avcllaneda, had joined the Congregation
of Mary, rccently instituted in that country. He publicly attends the
meetings and religions excrcises of the Qongregation ; and, as a re-
suit of his endeavours to induce others to follow his example, it may
be stated that in a very short time three of the Ministers of State and
two generals handed in their names for enrolment in the Congrega.
tion, N

A rumour having beon made current in France that London snil
all the large English towns are sbout to hold meetings to congratuiate
the Republicans on their victory, the Lecitimist Gazette de France
publishes a taunting atticle, ridiculing thig interference of the Iing-
lish in French affairs, telling them to Took to the beam .in their own
eye, reminding them of their rotten boroughs, of their cruel treatment
of Irishmen who sought to get ricd of their vppression, aud asking
them what they would do to o Seottish Gambetta who sunmoned the
Queen to submit or resign, It bids them proclaim the Republic at
home if they really think it such a fine thing,

A young alumnus of Trinity College, Dublin, Mr. Daniel Morris,
has reeeived from the Govornment the post of Director of the Botanic
Garden, Ceylon, with a salary of £1,300 a year, a delightful residence,
and a leading social and official position in the islaml.  Mr. Morris
owes his appointment purcly aud simply to his own merits. He ob-
tained the fivst of the pold medals in Natural History, at the Medera-
torship Examiration, in October, 1876¢. When fhe Ceylon post fell
vacant, his college distinctions, and some papers he had written on
Natural History, procured him letters of recommendation from Pro-
fessor Huxley and Dr. Haughton, F.T.C.D. These lctters, and the
facts on which they were founded, were conclusive in his favour, He
has not had long to wait for the reward of his college cxertions.—
Saunders Nens-Letter,

The Soiril, which has the eredit of being the organ of the Orleans
Princes, has made the following remarkable declaration. Qur pre-
ference, which we have never concenled, and have no reason to con-
ccal now, is for the Constitutional Monarchy. In short, we are at
heart Royalists and I'arliamontarians. Before being Royalists, how-
ever, waare I'renchmen.  'We will never be among those who pet up
crises, catastrophes, and adventures, in the hope of fishing in troubled
waters. We still firmly belicve in the future of Constitutional
Monarchy, but we believe it because France will spontancously return
toit. . . To-day the public i3 manifestly for the Republic  We
shoult hold curselves culpable towards it if we took part in a policy
of obstinate resistance to the legal expression of its present opinion, ..
Be the country wrong or right, it certainly desives the Republie, The
LRepublic should be given it, and given it without subterfeges.” The
Sudeil goes on to say that the Repablic will, of course, be an experi-
ment, and that whether it succeed or not must depend on the conduct,
of the Republicans,  If it should, that “would be the ruin of our
Hoyalist preferences ; but ibe moment the Republic gave us, in return,

i the spectacte of national greatness and public tranquility, we shouid

dliscover in our patriotism sontiments of a wise resignation. Undet
the Hepublie, ag under the Monarchy, we remain Parliamentarians,
We shall be asked, perhaps, why, being such, we adhered during the
clectoral struggle to the policy of the Marshal and the course adopted
by the Ministry. From the 18th May to the 14th October, we gave
proof of devotion and discipline ; but the majority of the country had
not pronounced itself. Now that it has spoken we are bound to re-
specl its will.”  If thesc are really the sentiments of the Orleanist
Princes as well as of the Orleanist organ, they may at all eventa claim
the eredit of patriotic disinterestedness.

The Irisk Zimes publishes the following from Mr. Grattan,
Tinnchineh, County Wicklow +—% Having read an account in the
Court Jowrnal, of Beptember 15, of the New Zealand flax having
lately blown in the gardens of Johnston Castle, Co. Wexford, I beg
80 say that that beantiful plant has been blowing in my garden here
all the sammer, and is now in full pod. The planis I have were pro-
duced from secd sent to me from New Zealand. The leaves aro
twelve feet in length, and the flower spike is nine feet high,

A number of Jews living at Jerusalem have formed themselves
into & volunteer company, and have offered themgelves to the Bultan
to fight against the Russians.

The Duke of Norfolk iz stated to be erecting, as a loeal memorial
of his marriage, schools and » mission-room in Queen's Road

Bhefleld,



