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o (From a Correspondent.)

UR Catholic children here have been enjoyin eat treats lately.
On the 30th November the children and t]?\ei};- tegmﬁ-:ers presented tge
Rev. Father Kirk with a beantiful dressing case, and a lot of faticy
work made in the sehool ; and, in the address read 1o him, all wished
their kind Father many happy retmrns of his natal day. After the
reading of the address, Father Kirk Teplied, expressing himgelf; as
very much pleased as he was surprised at the touching way in which
they had given oxprossion to their affection {or him.  He knew they
would like to please him, and lLe would tell them how to de it.
 Attend to three things,” said he, and you willplensci me-very much,
Ist. Be very fond of your teachers, who are so painstaking. 2nd. Be

proud of your school, and prove you lave it by working well. 8rd.
Let every ehill hate Iving, which is so momn a ihing.” And now

hegan the 1cal day, Tn einging

? C and playing thdiifme wwas spent,
until the entertainment began at

3 o'clock ; 1hen came the fepstiat

5 o'clock, and the happy day finjshed up with the exhibition of a fine.

magric lantern a$ 7 o'clocl,  On the following Monday morning, at
half-past six o'clock, the children preparing for First Communion,
and the Childrer of Mary recelved the first instruction of their

Retrent, and dftcrwards assisted at High'Mass. Odatechetical instric-
tion was imparted at half-past three o'elock, and in the evening at
seven the Rosary was recited, amd a litfle sermon was delivered. The
same order wasfollowed until Friday. Confessions wero heard during
the week. Ou tho 8th, the beautiful {east of the Iramaculatc Con-
cepiion, twenty-five received their First Communion, after listening
to a very simple and touching discourse.

. Onthe evening of the 9th, these children remewed their Bap-
tismal vows, anl made their consecration, 'Then the Children of
Mary read their rencwal of their cousecration ; and afterwards, all
took partin the procession through the church. Benediction of the
M. H. Brerament folloved.:

On Monday, 17th, the examinations of the schcol began, bul I
must refer you to the very fair report of the Lereld for intercsting
particulars nbout thess :—

It was elready Tmown that the czamination of 85 Mary's
Schools, which commenced on Monday morning in the presence of
the Rev, Fatber Kirk and a few more gentlemen, were to be con-
cluded on Toesday evermug, and were 1o be {ollowed by recitations,
&c. Hence at about 7 o'elock in the cvening a large crowd, consist-
ing of the ¢hildzon attending the schools and their parents, assembled
inthe fine hall presented by the throe schoolrooms when the separat-
ing parlitions are removed, At half-past seven the curtain, in front
of the simple yeb appropriate platform or stage was drawn, and a
bumber of ghls of, the senior and junior schools delighied the
audienee with a beantiful chorus. Tho touching and diffienlt selec-
tion from Dyron. “dhe Prisoncr of Chillon,” was then vecited in
stanzas, by, the girls of the first class. No sooner had they bowed
themselves off the platform, than 3aster James MeKittrick sent the
audience into fits of lnughter 'with his well delivered picce © I'm a
Merry Little Soguirrel” And thon Miss Jane Tovgh as ¢ Sarah,”
and iliss Effie.Gerse as “ Mary,” would give & practical lesson to
everybody—iSaral hal lost her thimble, and came as nsual to borrow
the one used by Mary ; but whilst giving o reason for agking the loan,
Sarah bad administered to her by her young friend, in an inimitably
sage tone ol voiee und with capital gesinres, an cxcellent rebuke.
Barah proniiéed an entire change of conduet, and all presant were
very geriously informed thatl *thore s a place for everything, and
everythipg ought to be in its proper place.” A manly little fellow,
Master W, Connery, succeeded 10 the little wiseacres, and no sooner
had Te dene his nice piece than the two Birdies, Misses Poily Turner
and Terewn Flartyett, enlered into o disquisition as to whether they
should fly away dr hot. "’Litt]c'Sissy Reid chased them away, how-
over, thal she might have a word with the sudience, until” Master
_(imp;np, as “ Rolla,”  stdpped forward with his ¢ Address to the
1"uru\'1:m.s. " The chorus which, followed cnchanted the sudicnce.
The nmisic was faultless, the different voices blending in delightful
]mrmony, and the time being well kept.  This was o fitting prelude
to the little drama, “ Whe is (o Inherit,” one of those excellent hiome
]).1::},'5 voW userd in ‘the Jost comvents,—indeed, it is lo the good
Ruperioress of the Dunedit Convent, which ranks seeond to no eduea-
tional e-tablishment in the colony, that St Mary's is indebted for its
copy of the'presenteplay.  These plays ave intended to dovelup the
powers of head and heart, to exercise the memory aud cultivafe man's
nobler feclings, and to give facility in couversation and grace of
movement.  The various parts were well sdstained by the Misses
:‘\‘gncS'L(»‘ydon,:]"erdinondu Gerse, Mary Cronin, Mary Counery, Lina
Gerse, Amelia Neill, Bllen Cullum, and Jane Sweeney,  Fach of the
girls rendered the part assigned her fanltlessly ; and il must be ad-
mitted {hat {for the pitch of voice, distinctness of utterance, and
Liatnralness of action the Christmas.play of 1877 wns far supevior to
the best cfforts of the childven, hitherfo. - With the distribution of
prizes, pnd the crowning of hest ehildren -and 5 beautiful-chorns, the
happy eveuing was brought ‘o a close. ™~ ’ .
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According to ane of the Italian papers, as soon as the dealh of
M. Thiers was kuown here, some prelates hastened io carry the news
to the Holy Father, who mercly remarked, “Tet us respeet the
decrces of Providence 1 'The next day His Holiness, talkinrx of the
sudden death with varfoas persons around bim, snid, ** It is as<aredly
an event of great importance for Franee, and which may have serious
consequences ; bub 1 do not share tho opinion of those who rejoice at
that loss, as if it would be an embarrassiment the less for the men in
power, That idea is, in my opinion, an error. I do not desire to
specify the qualities and the defects of M. Thiers, but I say that hig
Lresence might have been move usefnl than injurious to the causc of
order. 'What will lappen? Parties will be more ardent than ever,
and I should not be surprised if that unfortunate country should yet
have to pass through some terrible trials, May God grant that my
prévisions are erroneous !”  The persons present looked at each
other, and a long silence followed those words of the Pope,

| HOW FHEY PUT DOWN THE INDIAN MUTINY-

——
I the October supplement to the Popular Seience Monthly there is
an article by Prof. Goldwin Smith on “The Policy of Aggrandize-
ment,” in.which the writer ealls attention to the dreadful atrocities
ﬁzrpetrated by the English soldiers in stamping out the Indian
utiny. Prof, Smith, himeelf an Englishman, says :—'The whole-
sale slaughter of these wretched men, in cold blood, when they had
laid down their arms, and in some eases when they had spparcntly
been guilly of little more than being carried away like animals by a
stampede, may have been a political necessity of conguest, but it will
never be described by impartial bistory as an act of mornl justice,
and participation in it, and in the hideous seenes of that period genex-
ally, conld hardly fuil to affect the character of the Englishmen cn-
gaged. The work of Dr. Russcll is well known. Lieutenant 3lajen-
die's ¢ Up rmong the Pandies’ is not so well known, but it is a vivid,
simple, and apparently truthful photegraph of scenes which that
ofticel’ HifmselE witnessed. We give » couple of extracts —

“ I have before adverted to the harduess of henvt which in some
cases was shown. by onr men, and to the carcless and callous indiffer-
enee with which they took away bwman life ; and I will here relate
one of the several instances which came under my notice in iliustra-
tion of this fact., After we bad cceupi¢d the Iron Bridge' for some
days, and when we supposed that the houses in the neighbourhood
were quite clear of the eneny, we were astonished one cevening by
Learing o ghot in one of the many buildings which we ocenpied, and,
directly after, somo of the soldiers rushing in dragged ont a decrepit
old man, severcly wounded in the thigh. It seems that the sentry,
having heard somebody moving about the house, had challenged, and,
reeciving no amswer, fired, and hit the poor old wretch in question in
the leg,  He was brought outy,and soon survonnded by a noisy, gaping
crowdl of soldicrs, who elamoured loudly for his immediate execution,
expressing themselves in language more remarkable by its vigonr
than cither its clegnnce or jts humanity, *““'Ave his nnt off,” said
one ; “Hang the brate,” cried another : * Put him out of mess,” said
a third ; ¥ Give him o Cawnpore dinner " (six inches of steel). eried
a fourth ; but the burden of all their eries was the same, and they
meant death, The only person in the group whe appeared unmoved
and inditferent 1o what was going on was e who certainly bad every
right to be the most interested. T mean the old man himself, whose
stoicism onc could not but admire. Iie mmnst have read his fate a
hundred times over in the angry gestures and looks of hiscaptors, but
never once did he open his lips to supplicate for merey, or botzay
eithar agitalion or emotion, giving onc the idea of 2 man bored by
the noisc and ihe proceedings generaily, bat not otherwise affected.
Flis was o case which hardly demanded a long or elaborate trial. He
was a native—he corld give no account of himsel f—he had been found
prowling about our position at night; stealthily moving among
houses, every one of which contained a gquantity of gunpowder, and
where, for aught we knew, and as was more than probable, mines may
have exisied, which a spark dropped from his hand would have ignited
—or he was & spy, or—but what need of more? In thistime of stern
and snmmary justice (7) such evidence was more than ample ; hewas
givew over to two men, who received orders to ‘destroy him’ (the
expression usually employed on these occasions, and implying in itself
how dreadfrlly common such excentions had become), and they Jed
him awny, This point being scttled, the soldicrs retmned to their
games of cards and their pipes, and scemed to feel no' forther inferest
in the matter, except when the $wo exeentioners relurned., and one of
their comrades carelessly asked, Wel), Bill, what did yer do to him?’
¢ Oh,” snid the man as he wiped the blood off an old tulwar, with an
air of cool and horrible indifference which no words can convey-——
‘ oh, sliced his 'ed off, resuming his rubber, and dropping the subject
much as & man might who had drowned « litter of puppics.” 'This
old man, it will be obscerved, was not a Scpoy, be was ouly a native,
and not the slighiest atiempt appenrs to hove been made to verify
the suspicion as te a ming of gunpowder. In thenext case the vietim
was o Sepoy, taken in a skirmish, in which n British officer of a Sikh
regiment had falleu :—

“ Infuriated beyond measmwre by the death of their officer, ihe
Sikhs (assisted, I regrot to say, by some Englishmen) proceeded fo
take their revenge ou this onc wretched man. BSeizing him by the
Lwo legs, they attempted to tear him dimw two. Failing in this, they
dragged him along by the lags, stabbing him in the face with their
bayonets ns they went. I copld sce the poor wreteh writhing as the
Dblows fell upon him, and could hear his moans as his captors dug the
sharp bayonets into his lacerated and trampled body, while his blood,
trickling down, tlyed the white snnd over which he was being dragged.
But the worst was yel to come: while still alive, though faint aned
feeble from his many wounds, hie was deliberately placed upon a small
pile of dry sticks, which had been improvised for the purpose, z=:m1
there keld down, in spite of his dying strnggles, which, becoming
weaker and more fecble every mement, were, from their very fgmlt-
ness and futile desperation, eruel to heholdd  Once, during this fright-
ful operation, the wretched victim, maddened by pain, managed to
break away from his tormentors, and already horribly bunt, fled a
short distance, but he was immediately bronghit back and placed upon
the fire, and there held till life was oxtinet.”

THe London correspendent of the Dublin Freeman says:—“1
have been informed that Dr. Newman and several other eminent
divines have been asked to undertake a new English translation of
the Holy Beriptures to replace the Dounay version, which is couched
in an excessively Latinized style. Dr. Newmen is widely known a5
an incomparable master of pur: English, and to no betler hands
could the most important work be entrasted.,

M. THIERS has left an unpublished work in which he attempts
to vefute, on the avthority of history, the dvetrines of Darwin,
Comte, Littre, Renan, and Spincza. M. Thiers was, in his last days,
cminently religions in his principies. He is reported to have said, in
one of his latest convorsations, - The fundamental truths on the
cxistence of God and the soul are not only incontestabl: from the
point of view or reason, but also indispensable in social life ;™ and
he added, *I have abdicated philogophical pride.”



