
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

by men whoweremore fitted to tell the points of a bullock or the
quality of a fleece than to sit at anation'scouncil board. Of course
itmatterednotto them that Sir GeorgeGreyhadhada life-long ex-
perienceof public affairs, thathe had"

Jtouldedanation's Statedecrees,
Andshaped the whisperof theThrone."

when they werephilosophising at the plough handle, or speculating
on the digestibility of turnips. All this gave himnoclaim to defe-
renceor superiority,and the squatters of New Zealand, intheir over-
whelmingvanity disputed the deductions ofpoliticalphilosophersand
violatedtheplainest teachings of politicalscience. Sir George Grey,
inhis work entitled the

"
IrishLandQuestion," asserts that without

the control of itsownaffairs
""no nation can be contented,prudent,

or prosperous;" andatpages18 and19of this workhe demands with
a rarebrilliancyof language,andirresistable arguments, theconcession
of local-self-government to Ireland. "Tho union of severalParlia-
ments into one," he says,

"charged with theminute speciallegisla-
tionupon"so,'many points, in different countries, has thrownupon
that one Parliameetanamount of labour which it cannot perform.
Hence its attention is distracted from its really important duties."
He hererefers to the House of Commons. And again :—":

— "Give to
Ireland a State Legislature and a StateExecutiveinDublin, secure
thereby the residenceof its ablestmen in the country, open a fair
field as ministers, legislators, orators, to its best and. wisest men;
affordfrom the samesource, as would necessarily and certainly be
done,occupationto Irisharchitects, sculptors,painters,and secure a
resident aristocracy of worth, talent andwisdom, andyoumil at the
sametime restore the wealth, trade and commerce of Dublin and
Ireland. Dumb Ireland will speak again. Half-inanimate Ireland
will againawakentonational life,and breathe thebreathof hope and
freedom. Whilst by again accustoming the Irish people to the
managementof their own affairs,and tothe administrativeduties of
thehighestorder, a willing peoplewillbe educated in that political
knowledge which will enable them to put an end to the ills which
afflict them, the causeaudcourse of which none can understand so
well as themselves."

Mr. Gladstonestated in1872that "theHouse of Commons is in
a serious dilemma with regarcl to the transaction of its business,
and the gravity of thisdilemma is felt withapressure which appears
to increase from yearto year. Ithadgrown, it is growing, and he
fearedit would continue to grow."

From all thisitis apparentthatover-centralisationof thelegisla-
tive business of any country, geographically or idiosyncratically
divided is an evil,nay a curse. Andof allthenations who have left"

footprintson the sands of time" those whose institution werebased
onwhat wecall the Federalprinciplestand pre-eminently the most
glorious inarms,arts, and civilization. Was Peloponessusever so
great as whenitspetty independentstatesformed themselvesintothe
Achaian League for purposes of reciprocal defence, while retaining
unimpared their cantonalfreedom ? Lookatthemighty confedera-
tion of theUnited States of America, or of theGermau andAustro-
Hungarian empires! GreatBritain toohaslargely adoptedtheprin-
ciple,andIhope the day is notremote whenshe will adopt it in its
entirety,

Common reasonought to convince any person that a principle
whichappliesto individual life, applies also to national life. Can
anyman'sprivatebusiness be conductedby another as efficiently as
he wouldconduct ithimself? Does anyperson presume tosaythat
he has akeener appreciationof his neighbours' circumstances, and
understands better all the minutiae of his private affairs, than he
whose life-time has been spent in administering those affairs and
thinking uponthem? And in like manner,is itnot unreasonable,
andImight saypreposterous,to expect the people of one nation to
comprehend the domestic business andrequirementsofanother nation
better than those whohavebeen born andgrown up in the country
andmade its affairs their life-long study ?'
Iamsanguine that the day will yet arrive when Great Britain

will be constitutedagreatFederalnation, its three kingdoms enjoy-
ing absoluteindependencewithin thelimits of their respective juris-
dictions, anda great powerful Parliament to transact the Imperial
business of our mightyempire inwhichthe whole of its possessions
will be represented. This would be a constitutionworthyof Celtand
Saxon, and worthy of the great destinies of our ancient isles. It
would draw the colonies in closer connection to the mother country,
andmake themglory in being attached to a nation which confers
uponits peoplepoliticalblessings unparalleledin the world's annals,
and whichcannot berivalledin History'sunwrittenpage.

Auckland,Deccember 13th, 1877. W. J. N.

The Holy Well of St. Winefride, in Wales, where thecrutches
andbandages deposited as offeringsby those whosemiraculous cures
havebeeneffectedby thepowerful intercession of the Saint, andby
their ownuunshaken faith in her ministrant power, was recently
visited by the British Archaeological Association, the members of
which regarded these tokens asveryinstructive,as aninstance of the
late lingering of a thought and feeling which formerly pervadedthe
whole of theinhabitants of our land.

—
London Universe.

The Roman correspondent of one of the New York papers
says:

— Victor Emmanuel, whose annual income from the public
treasuryis about 3,500,000 dols. or nearly double what Victoria of
England is paid,flings bis money about in a prodigal manner, asif
he hadthe exhaustlesspurse of Fortunatus inhis pocket. His family
have an additional 500,000 dols. a year among them. They live
within their incomes,buthis Majestyis considerably andcontinuously
in debt, and every now and then his Minister of Finance has to
execute the difficult and delicate duty of> obtaining a largemoney
vote, a Parliamentary

"benevolence," to pay off the most pressing
demands of theroyal tradesmen. The King is rather popular than
not withhis Romansubjects. Accustomed as they have been in the
Papaltime togentlemannersand delicate ways,they scarcely under-
stand theKing, thosechief delight is in thesports of field and forest
(at this moment andfor weeks'pasthe has been in his native Pied-
mont, hunting andshootinggame and wildbeasts of prey),and they
smile, sometimes contemptuously at his rustic dress and address,

,whichcertainlyhavenothingprincely inthem.

Ix everyage of history,andinevery nationacquainted with the first
principlesof civil government ithas beenlaid downas amaxim,that
everydistinctcommunity andevery separateandidiosyncratic nation
bhouldhave perfect domestic liberty, and theabsolute andunfettered
control of all matters which exclusivelybelongto them. This maxim
has been establishedby modern political scientists as an inviolable
principle,universally applicable, and essential for the contentment
and prosperity of allpeoples. Butthis principledoes notimply that
itis necessary that every distinct community or nation should have
an absolutely independentexistence. Itmayhappen,asit has hap-
pened inpast ages,thatpeoples essentially distinct and idiosyncratic
are attached toeach otherbjr similarity of commercial and political
interests, andindividual connections, so closely as to render it ex-
tremely undesirable that they should exist as separate, independent
and politically weak nations. Inall generalmatterstheir interests
may be identical,their combination is wise, just and expedient, and
is the coursepointed outalikeby reason andexperience. Butat the
same time their internal interests may be peculiarly different,
may perhapsbe as diverse as their foi%eign interests are similar.In such ;i case it would bs injudicious, inexpedient, and
contrary to the teachings of political science to amalgamate abso-
lutely. "What form of government is themost applicable topeopleso
circumstanced? '"

Political science." says Federalism, " let each
cicniuuuity conduct the business which onlyconcernsitself, letithave
f-upivnucontrol of all its domestic aifah-s,but lettherebe a combina-
tion for all generalpurposes, andlet the various communities exist
towards foreign governments as onehomogeneous state.

From the very first dawnof civilization,from the earliestperiod

Enindividuals allied themselves for commonpurposes and formed
munities and states, theprinciple that laws should be formed by
c for whose government they are intendedhas beenrecognised.

It seems to be an inherent principle in man's nature, torepelthe
aggression of aforeign nation \ipon the land or stateinwhichbewas
born, whether such aggressionbe ten-atonal or legislative. This is
not only justifiable, but praiseworthy, andhas ever been lauded both
in song and story from the earliestages of the world's history. The
patriot's praisesare sung andhis memory loyally cherishedlongafter
his bones havereturned to their primeval dust, andin traversing the
battle-fields of a countryrendered sacred by theillustrious deedsof a
nation's heroes, " sweet memory" recalls to the lover of his country
recollections whichcause the eye to glisten and touch the deepest
emotional springs of the humanheart. When after thedestruction of
thePrimeval institutionsinNew Zealand, Sir George Grey proposed
a modified form of Federal government, and one probably better
adapted to the altered circumstances of the Colony than that which
hudhithertoexisted,he was violently opposed,and even denounced
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Poet'sCorner.
THEDE PROFUNDIS BELL.

BY MAKIE IN THE AYE MABIA. , , "

The day was dead. From tho purplesummits faded
Itslast resplendentray: ; , " -

And softly slept the wearied earth,o'ershaded
By twilight's dreamy gray.

Then flowed deepsound-waves o'er the silence holy
Of nature's cairn repose, "-".'Asfromits lofty dome out-pealing slowly,
Through the still gloaming, rose , v " ;' ,
The deep anddirge-like swell
Of BeProfundis Bell.

To heedfulhearts each solemn cadence falling
Through twilight's misty veil,

Anecho seemed of spiritvoices calling .
With sad,beseeching wail;

And thus theyspake inmournful intonation,"Pleadfor us,brethren, plead!
From thedrear depths of woeanddesolation

Our cry of bitter need
Floats upward in the swell
Of BeProfundis bell."

Thenbowedeachknee, thatplaintivesummonsheeding,
Androse theblendedsigh,

As incensebreathof fondunitedpleading,
E'en to the throne onhigh :"Hear, Lord, the ciy of ferventsupplication
Earth's childrenlift toThee.

And from the depthsof long anddreadpurgation,
The faithof captives free,
Ere dies onearth theswell
Of Be Profundis bell."

If inThy sight, scarce c'en theperfect whiteness
Of seraph robeis pure,

Shall mortalsbrave Thine Eyes eternalbrightness,
ShallmanIts search endure!

Ah! trustinghope maymeetthe dazzling splendour
Of those celestialrays;

And withThee,Lord, is pardonsweetandtender
"When contrite Sorrow prays.

Aye,Thou wilt lead from desert Avaste of sadness
Thy Israel's stricken band,

And Miriam's song of pure, triumphantgladness.
Shall,inThy PromisedLand,
Succeed the dirge-like swell
Of Be Profundisbell."

5


