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THE DE PROFUNDIS BELL.

BY MARIE IN THE AVE MARIA. | c o

The day was dead. From the prple summits faded
Its last resplendeut ray ; K c -
And softly slept the wearied earth, o'ershaded
By twilight's dreamy gray. .
Then flowed deep sovnd-waves o'er the silence holy
Of nature’s calin repose,
As from its lofty dome out-pealing slowly,
Through the still gloaming, rose
The deep and dirge-like swell
Of De Prafundis Bell,

To heedful hearts cach solemn cadence falling
Through twilight’s misty veil,

An echo seemed of spirit voices calling .
‘With sad, beseeching wail ;

And thus they spake in raournful intonation,

‘ Plead for us, brethren, plead !

From the drear depths of woe and desolation
Our o1y of bitter need
Floats upward in the swell
Of D¢ Profundis bell”

Then howed each knec, that plaintive summons heeding,
And rose the blended sigh,

As incense brenth of fond united pleading,
K’en to the throne on high:

“ Hear, Lord, the cry of fervent supplication

Eartl'’s children lift to Thee,

And from the depths of long and dread purgation,
The faith of captives free,
Hre dies on earth the swell
Of D¢ Profundis bell,”

If in Thy sight, searce ¢’en the perfect whiteness
Of seraph robe is pure,

Shall mortals brave Thine Eyes eternal brightness,
Bhall man Its search endure !

Abh! trusting hope may meet the dazzling splendour
0Of those cclestial rays ;

And with Thee, Lord, is pardon sweet and tender
When contrite Sorrow prays,

Aye, Thon wilt lead from desert waste of sadness
Thy Israel’s stricken hand,

And Miriam's song of pure, triwmphant gladness,
Shall, in Thy Pronused Land,
Succeed the dirge-like swell
Of Do Profundis hell.”
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT,

—_———————

IN every age of history, and in every nation acquainted with the first
principles of civil government it has been laid down as a maxim, that
every distinet commmity anc every separate and idiosyncratic nation
should have perfect domestic liberty, and the absolute and unfettered
control of all matters which cxclusively belong to them, This maxim
Lias been established by modern political scientists as an invialable
principle, universally applieable, and cssential for the contentment
and prosperity of all peoples. But this principle does not imply that
it is necessary that every distinct community or nation should have
an absolutely independent existence. It may happen, as it has hap-
pened in past ages, that peoples cssentially distinet and idiosyneratic
are attached to cach other by similarity of commereial and political
interests, and individual conneetions, so closely as to render it ex-
treincly undesirable that they should exist as separate, independent
and politically weak nations. In all general matters their interests
may be identical, their combination is wise, just and expedient, and
ix the course pointed owbalike by reason and experience. But ab the
same time their internal interests may be peculiarly different,
may perhaps he as divecse as their forelgn interests are similar,
In such & case it would bz injudicions, inexpedient, and
confrary to the teachings of political science to amalgamate abso-
Intely.  What form of government is the most applicable to peopleso
cireumstanced 7 ¢ Political science.,” says Federalism, “let cach
comiunnity conduct the business which only concerns itself, let it have
suprem: control of all its demestic affairs, but leb there be & combina-
Lion for all general purposes, and let the various communities exist

towards foreign goverumenis as one homogeneous state.
From the very first dawn of civilization, from the carliest period
pvbien individuals wllied ihemselves for common purposes and formed
Qa‘mml‘mities and states, the principle that laws should be formed by
those for whose government they are intended has been recognised.
It seems to bz an inherent principle in man’s nature, to repel the
agpression of a foreign nation upon the land or state in which be was
born, whether such aggression be terratorial or legislative. This is
not only justifiable, but praiseworthy, and has ever been landed both
in song and story from the ertliest ages of the world's history,  The
patriot’s praises are sung and his memory loyally cherished long ater
his bones have returned to their primeval dust, and in traversing the
battle-fields of a country rendercd sacred by the illustrious deeds of a
nation’s heroes, * sweet memory™ recalls to the lover of his country
recollections which cruse the eye to glisten and touch the deepest
emotional springs of the human heart. When after the destruction of
the Primeval institations in New Zealand, Bir George Grey proposed
a modified form of Federal government, and one probably better
adapted to the altered circumstances of the Colony than that which
had hitherto cxisled, he was violently opposed, and evernt denounced

by men who were more fitted to tell the points of a bullock or the
quality of a flecce than to it at a nation's conneil board.  Of course
it mattered not to them that Sir George Grey had had a life-long ex-
perience of public affairs, that he had

“ Moulded a nation's State decrees,
And shaped the whisper of the Throne.”

when they were philosophising a6 the plongh handle, or speculating
on the digestibility of turnips.  All this gave him no claim to defe-
rence or superiority, and the squatters of New Zealand, in their over-
whelmiag vanity disputed the deductions of political philosophers and
violated the platuest teachings of political science. Bir George Grey,
in his work entitled the * Irish Land Question,” asserts that without
the control of its own affairs “ 100 nation can be contented, prodent,
or prosperons ; > and at pages 18 and 19 of this work he demands with
a rave biillizncy of language, and irresistable arguments, the concession
of local-self-government to Ireland.  * The union of several Parlia-

| mente into one,” he says, “charged with the minute special legisla-

tiod upon 80 many points, in different countries. has tbrown upon

+ that one Parliameet an amount of labowr which it cannot perform.

Hence its attention is distracted from its really important duties,”
He here refers to the House of Commons. Awnd again :—*“Give to
Treland a State Legislature and a State Executive in Dublin. secure
thereby the residence of its ablest men in the country, open o fair
field as ministers, legislators. orators, to its best and wisest men;
afford from the same source, as would necessarily and certainly be
done, occupation to Irish architeets, seulptors, painters, and secure a
resident avistooracy of worth, talent and wisdom, and you will at the
same time restore the wealth, trade and commerce of Dublin and
Ireland. Dumb Ireland will speak ngain,  Half-inanimate Ireland
will again awaken to national life, and breathe the breath of hope and
freedlom. Whilst by again accustoming the 1rish people to the
management of their own affnirs, and to the administrative duties of
the highest order, a willing people will be educated in that political
knowledge which will enable them to put an end to the ills which
afilict them, the cause and course of which none can understand so
well as themselves, .

Mr. Gladstone stated in 1872 that *“the Honse of Comumons is in
a serious dilemma with regald to the traneaction of ifs business,
and the gravity of this dilemma is felt with a pressure which appears
to increase from year to year. It had grown, it is growing, and he
feared it wonld continue to grow.” . N

From ail this it is apparent that over-centralisation of the legisla-
tive business of any country, geographically or idiogyncratically
divided is an evil, nay acurse. And of all the nations who have left
“ footprints on the sands of {ime” those whose institution were based
on what we call the Federal principle stand pre-eminently the most
glorious in arms, arts, and civilization. Was Peloponessus ever so
great as when its petty independent states formed themselves into the
Achaian League for parposes of reciprocal defence, while retaining
unimpared their cantonal freedom ? ~ Look at the mighty confedera-
tlon of the United States of America, or of the German and Aunstro-
Hungarian empires ! Great Britain too hias largely adopted the prin-
ciple, and I hope the day is not remote when she will adopt 16 in its
entirety,

Cormmon reason ought to convince any person that & principle
which applies to individual life, applies also to mational life. Can
any man’s private business be conflucted by another as efficiently as
he would conduct it himself? Does any person presume to say that
he bas a keener appreciation of his neighbours’ circumstances, and
understands better all the minutite of his private affairs, than he
whose life-time has been spent in administering those affairs and
thinking upon thema?  And in like manner, is it nob unreasonable,
and I might say preposterous, to expect the people of one nation to
comprebend the domestic business and requirements of another nation
better than those who have been born and grown up in the country
and made its affairs their life-long study ? .

T am sanguine that the day will yet arrive when Great Britain
will be constituted a great Federal nation, its three kmgdon_:s enjoy-
ing absolute independence within the limits of their respective juris-
dictions, and a great powerful Parliament to transact the Imperial
business of our mighty empire in which the whole of its possessions
will be represented. This would be a constitution worthy of Celt and
Saxon, and worthy of the great destinies of our ancient isles. Tt
would draw the eolonies in closer connection to the mothler counkry,
and make them glory in being attached to a nation which conters
upon its people political blessings unparalleled in the world’s annals,
and which cannot be rivalled in History's unwritien page.

Arnckland, Deccember 13th, 1877, I N.

I ————

The Holy Well of §t. Winefride, in Wales, where the crutches
and bandages deposited as offerings by those whose miraculous cuves
have been effected by the powerful intercession of the Baint, and by
their own nunshaken faith in her ministrant power, was recently
visited by the British Archwmological Association, the members of
which regarded these tokens as very instructive, as an instance of the
late lingering of a thonght and feeling which formerly pervaded the
whole of theinhabitants of onr land.—ELondon Universe.

The Roman eorrespondent of one of the New York papers
says :—Victor Emmanuel, whose anmual income fom fhe public
treasury is about #,500,000 dols. or mearly double what Victoria of
England is paid, flings his money abont in a prodigal manner, as if
he had the exhanstless purse of Fortunatns in his pocket. Hisfamily
bave an additional 500,000 dols, o year among them. They live
within their incomes, but his Majesty is considerably and continnously
in Jebt, and every now and then his Minister of Finance has to
execute the difienlt and delicate dnty of-obtaining a large money
vote, a Parliamentary “benevolence,” to pay off the most pressing
demands of the royal tradesmen. The King is rather popular than
not with his Roman subjects. Accustomod as they have been in the
Papal time to gentle manners and delicate ways, they scarcely under-
stand the King, those chief delight is in the sports of field and forest
(at this moment and for weeks past he has been in his native Pied-
mont, hunting and shooting game and wild beasts of prey), and they
smile, sometimes contempiuonsly at his rustic dress and address,

which certainly have nothing princely in them,



