
regret we are not at all satisfied that Sir George is likely to
adopt theonly planor system of ■education that will secure
such a population. Itis not now worth while discussing the
question what Sir George Grey, if leftto himselfand free
to carry out hisown views, would do in the matter of edu-
cation

—
for the. present at least. He has accepted,withseem-

ing approbation, the new Education Act,and is surrounded
by colleagues whohave either voted for this Act or advocated
a worse system. Purely secular education it is to which the
■colonyis now and shallbe, for a considerable time to come,
subjected, and all who are not now deluded or wilfully blind,
cai entertain no doubtwhatever as to where .this must land
the people. -, , , v, f -<■ '■�-,.,! '

The example of alltlio countries which years'»ago 'adopted ""
a godless or a mixedsystem of education lis-'a'c'lbs.ed'loopk'!tbl
our politicians. InGermany, France, an,d the ttn,ited~States,
of Amorici,such systems have led directly tcwiderspread in-
fidelity, and political and social insecurity. ■ Jiu Germany,
godless education has ended in the abandonment 'of the
churches, to contempt for the ordinancesof religion, and the
rejection of Christianity, except in name; in -the United
States of America to the filliug of the gaols with thcwell-
educatedpupils of national godess schools ;" andin France,
to perpetuallyrecurringrevolutionandpoliticalanarchj'. It
is madness, therefore, to anticipate peace, prosperity, and
morality from the system1 of education latelysanctionedby
the Legislature for New Zealand. To us;therefore, Sir
Geouoi: Grey's expectation of a well-fedj wcH-clothed,'and
"welleducated New Z2.ilaiid populationhas little foundation
in fact.

NewsoftheWeek.

, �' ■ [By Cable.]
London,December 21th. 'fm~i

The,Czarcwitch's army crossedtlic Lorn,cutting off communica-
tion ,-v£ith,Rustcliuk and Varna.

The CCzarrrhagreadiedSt. Peterburg.- The combined'Russian-Roumanian army is approaching Widdin.
Snow impedes operations everywhere. 'Snow, blocks up the

Varna and RoumanianRailway. Thecold inArmenia is'the greatest
felt for 50 years. The troops are suffering terribly.'' llmenand T.O
horses were frozen to deathclose"to'Bucharest: ~ — "

The Porte declared Prince Milandeposed.
The Russians subsidise Seryia with^a.million rouijlcsmonthly.
The Queen opensParliament in^erso)i] \ \j> y

December 25th.
The Emperor of Russia, in replying to an address, said much

remained to be done, but hoped Russia's mission .wouldi'be- duly
accomplished. ' " " , "ehI',;"<■

-
■ ■'

."> ■"tDecembem2Gtih..
The Turks arepreparing toevacuate Soffia.' ..<- ie

- < n ■

TheTurkish prisoners takenat Plevna are dying of cold. Itis
impossible toaid them. ■ * ■: <■ .">'- ■

'; "
Depretis has formed an Italian Ministry*. Heis-President and

Foreign Minister,and Crispi is Home Minister. -
< "

The Servianshave capturedAkpalanka.
The bombardment of Nisch has commenced.
70,000 Turksare leaving the Quadrilaterialfor.Adrianople,
The ice is drifting down theDanube. SoveraliRussian bridges

arebroken. - ■ i ■ -" :"' <
The Queengoes to OsborneonFriday. . r <<■ " - ~ "

Sulieman Pasha has garrisoned the Quadrilateral,'concentrating
the rest of his troops at Adrianople. ' -

n ■ '"'.>.)' >■■"
"

Itis believed the Portehas resolved,to continueithe war' to the
lastextremity. >

' -' > < -">'" '; "
The Emperorof Russia has receivedan enthusiasticreceptionat

St. Petersburg. ' ■ i ■>"
' i /■

The Russians areinvesting Erzeroum: --""�. . >-w?
,December 27th.

The Servians have captured Akpalanka;-Ltesconivatz,1 andKur-
chumeje, after severe fighting. They afterwards crossed' th& river
Marava, andcommencedbombardingNisch./ <*, ""< .. "

Thefall of Erzeroumis imminent. i ■ � . '> m " 'J < ■
< London,' 'Dficembtei:^27th.1

The Servian troops arc reportedto'haveeffected a ijahictionwith
the Russian army, and are now advancing towfttds-S6phia'.>.'vThis
news,however,comes from St.Petersburg* andacquiresfconfirmation.

The early opening of the British Parliament encourages the
Porte toresist, andincreased confidence is felt at-Constaritinoplei'

TheArmenians at Stamboul haverefusedmilitary-servdpc::'; r
The Servians'attack onSemnitza has been repulsed.? i- . '

(SPECIAL TO THE "AIIGUS."-)"' ."--"■'""' >
i LoNDbN, Deeeniber2Sth.'

Austriahas forbidden Servian operations mi'Bosnia,artd'Hcrzc-
govinia. f ' "' ■("-"' '■> —■-' ti_^ ■

The British fleet has quitted BesikaBay"for theiGulf^of .Volo'.
A Eussian frigate has captured a Turkish >-transport with 875

soldiery.. ■'-
- <<- -li >

'

.Many Russian cavalryJiavebeencompelledtorecrossthe Danube,
owing to the scarcity of forageinBulgaria. i >"

.The "body of Osnian Pasha has arrived at- Bucharest.hi.\itoute
forMoscow,Avhcreitwill beinterred.. .-!,(> <m. v ♥"-� ."i7.'i . "-, , , " ■ LoNDOif,December <29.th.

''"--The Sultan'has solicited the mediation- 'of the1 ißritishyGovern-

nient with the Emperor of Russia,andEngland has consented. '

Austria, inreply toa Turkish note,'intimates thatsheiwillonly
permitRussia toconclude peace on thebasis.of"the Treaty ofTjParis,
and will not sanction the djismem^exinen^p.f,.Turkey, nor allow the
Black Sea tobecome aRussian lake.

SPECIAL TELEGRAM.
1

" London,December30th.
A leaderin the Observe?' says:— Russia h.os1refusecliTttf conclude

termsof peace,andmustleaveEngland tointervene'in'- the"war.
A discussion continues inthepress regardingEngland'acquiring

Suez andEgypt.
Austria has endorsedEngland's policy.
The Hungarian Minister, Tezza, is visiting Berlin.
The Czar has ordered the enrolment of 480,000 troops for'lß7B.
The armament of the Russian fleet is being vigorously pushed

forward.
Anurgentmessage has beensent by English Ministers to their

supporters abroad toreturn for theopening of Parliament. ■

Wellington, December 31st. -"

The followingis a copy of a cable message received to-day by
the Mayor of Wellington :—

"
Ifnot sent you from Madras, please

note telegram received, and acquaint Provincial Mayors that your
exertions,and those of the committees in all parts of-the'British
dominions,havebroughtsuch liberal aid that,under the present fa-
vourableprospects, we gratefully say collectionsmay cease. The_

Ox Tuesday last. Feast of the Circumcision, Masses were cele-
brated at*St. Joseph's Chnrcli,1 Dunedin,at S, 9,and 11 a.m., as on
Sundays. HisLordship theBishop of theDiocese delivered a short
address at,the first Mass, whichwas celebratedby him,and after he
hadreminded the congregation that several of those ,"\vho had bsen
present there on the last New Year's Day, had been called awayout
of lifeduring the courseof thepast year,andadmonished them tobe
prepared toanswer a like summons,he alluded to the grave events
that hadcharacterised tho preceding twelve months, and said that
probably theyear that hadnowbegun would witness a contiruance
of war andcalamities, which were thepenaltiesof sin. Heexhorted
them to pray fervently that theymight be shieldedfromsuch grievous
visitation?, andhe added thatas, inall probability,whatis called the"Roman Question," would' ere long be submitted for settlement— it
was their duty to be earnestand constant in their su]nplications for
the Holy Father and theChurch.

PRErAß.vrioxs have for some time boenmade inWellingtonfor
holding an Art-Union in aid of the Catholic Schools in that city.
Severalvaluableandhandsome prizes have been acquired, and the
tickets arc offered at a low rate. Itwas intended that the drawing
should have taken placeimmediately, but as it has been found im-
possible to obtainreturns from the countryparts as early as it was
hopedfor. the affair has beenunavoidably postponed to March 18th
next. Per.sons desirous of helping in the goodwork will1be furnished
withparticulars on application to any of the clergy at Wellington,
and Catholics inevery quarter of New Zealand should remember that
Cath jliuschools, nomatter where they maybe situated, have a claim
on thoir sympathies and forma common interest toall.

The annualsports of the Caledonian Society of Otago wereheld
in the Society's grounds at Kensington on Tuesday and Wednesday
last. A largenumber of spectators were present,and matters were
carried out as successfully asusual. The sports will recommenceand.
terminate to-morrow.

The New Year was welcomed in at Dunedin by the wonted
merry-making. The streetswere -throngedbygood-humouredcrowds,
andbells,fireworks,and music, enlivenedthe scene.

We would remind ourcountry subscribers that iaorder toensure
our passing thehappynew yearwhich wearepersuaded they wishus,
and which we veryheartilyinvokeuponall our readers,itis desirable
they shouldbe punctualin forwardingus the amount of their sub-
scriptionsdue. We have,monthly,heavy bills tomeetinconnection
with theprinting andpublishingof our journal,and itis,very neces-
sary to our welfarethat we shouldbe keptin funds.

Wje regrettorecord the.deathof Mr. W. D. Murison, late editor
of the Otago Dally Times, which occurred on Friday, the 28th
ult.,athis residence inDunedin. The deceased gentlemanwasmuch
esteemed by a large circle of friends,and his funeral, which took
placeonMonday last, was attendedby anumerousassemblage.

The annual picnic of the Christian Brothers' Schools, Dunedin,
took placeat Waitati onWednesday last. The Brothers,accompanied
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by their pupils, to thenumber of 260, left townin the 9 30 A.M.train*
andreturned inthat whichreachedthe Dunedin terminus at 8 P.M
Theday wasmerrily spentinvariousgames, and thehigh spiritswith
which the lads returned to their homes in the evening testified to
thier thoroughenjoyment oftheir holiday. HisLordship theBishop
of theDiocese,accompanied by the Bey.Fathers O'Leary, Shechan,
and Larkin, waspresent onthe grounds throughout theday.

We learn that theBcv. Father Sheehan-will visit MacraesonSun-
day the13thinst.

Telegrams.
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