
SHOOTING UNDER WATER.

Friday, January 4, 1878.

Cross, with whom shestoppeda fullhour conversing,rwitli exquisite
affability,withevery oneof thehumble sisters,several of whom badreceiveddistinctions from theEmperor for theiradmirableconductin
the last war. Whilst her Majesty wasthuspaying visitstopoornuns,
her son, the CrownPrince,spent his time inthe societyoftheDussel-dorfFreemasons, thebitter enemiesof nunsandpriests. Considering
how cruelly the Catholic population is treated by the Emperor'sGovernment, the reception of the Imperial familyinRhenish Prussiawasa'very cordial one. The Emperor expressedhimselfhighly gra-
tifiedatit,andsent a Cabinet Order to President von Bernuth to'thank his loyal cityof Cologne for the magnificent receptionhe and
the Empress met with on their visit to that metropolis. Brtihl,Cologne,andother towns throughwhich their Majestiespassed werebrilliantly illuminatedin the evening. After the last grandparadenearEuskirchen, the Imperialcortege proceededbyrailto theNieder-,wald,near-Bingen,where theEmperor laid the foundation-stone ofthe monument whichis tobe erected inmemory,of the gallant deeds'of the German;army and thepolitical success achievedby theGermannation. On the16thof September the Emperor arrivedatCarlsruhe,
accompaniedby numerousprinces and generals, who all assisted at
the,grandreviewwhich theEmperorheld of the14thArmy Corps.—lAiierjpooPCatfiolioTimes.

GEORGEFRANCIS TRAIN.

Major-GeneralVoxUchatitts, the inventorof thenew field gunadopted in the Austrian army, publishes in the Vienna Artilleryand Engineer Journal an account of some interesting experiments
recently made by him withthe objectof ascertaining the effect pro-
ducedby firing arifleunder water.

Itis known,he says, that fishes, when they are not too much
below the surface ofthe water,canbe shot from the shoreor-from' a-
boat. Thearmour platesof shipsof war,however, donot usually ex-
tend anylower than twoor threemetresbelowthesurface,asbeyond
that depthshipsareregarded as unassailableevenby thelargestshot,This is so,nodoubt,when theshot is fired above,w.ater;but Major-
General Von Uchatius wished to find the result,which would,be
attainedbyfiring under water. ■ ., , . , ,
r For this purpose he procureda wooden raft, to theunder surfaceof which a Werndi rifle was attached with iron■clamps,insuch amanner thatwhen theraftfloated on the water therifle wasfiredhori-"zontally at a depthof half ametrebelow thesurface. An attendantthen openedthe lock,introducedacartridge, placedthe rifle at fuli-cock, and fired it fromthe shore by meansof a string attached to,the "
trigger. The targetconsisted of a woodenboardaninch!thick.'/ |The result ofthe experimentwasasfollows :There wasnodiffi-
culty inloadingandfiring the rifle,and there wasthe advantage thatafter each shot"the inside1of the'barrel! pva's cleaned'by the water.'About thirty shots'werefired withoutdom| the smallest damage toany part of the rifle. At each shot therewasadull sound; whichcould "not be heard beyond a distance of fifty paces, andbubblesof.smoke rose aboveithesurface. Ata distance of oneanda-half metres''no impressionwhatever was produced on the target;at one,anda-quarter metres the bullet entered to a depth of from three, to four,millimetres,1 andat onemetre thetarget waspierced through.

Major-General Uchatius also1 made some experiments with,theview of ascertaining whether agreate* effect could be producedbycorkingup thebarrelatitsmouth so as to keep the water out, andthereby diminishthe resistance to the egress of the bullet; but hefound thatfor all practical purposes theresistance of the compressedair in thebarrel was equal to that of the water, the target being
penetratedonlyat themaximum' distanceof;a metre,asin the previ-
ous experiment.— PallMall Gazette. '* *
BARON TRISTANLAMBERTONTHEBROTHERS

SCHOOLS.

The- New, York correspondent of the Catholic Union sends thefollowing :—:
—

, ' , 1!' "Youknow GeorgeFrancis Train. Of course youhaveheardoftheTrain whoran for the,presidency of £he, United States in 72.,Everybody has heardof him,buthis truehistory has ney,erbeen told.Ifyouwill walkwithmeover to Madison Square, I,.will introducehim to you. ,N0,,1canonly pointhimout to.you, forheneverspeaksanymore to apers'onover fourteen years of age. However,Inoticethathe occasionally gets deceived in the age of young ladies,and
speaks to tHose who are- two.or, three years beyond the standard.This eccentricitybegan €wo or three years ago, since which hehasoccupiedabenchunder one of the' trees in Madison Square almost
constantly. He appears'athis seat,both summer and winter,wetorcold, atprecisely six o'clockin themorning, and never leaves it be-
fore teno'clock atnight. Indress, except when mussed by rainorsnow,heis a picture of neatness. A two thousand dollar clustersparklesfromhis bosom,anda four hundred dollar watch, hung tohis vestby atwohundred dollar chainkeepsfor him- thetime of day.He ownsa fifty thousanddollar residence in Madison avenue a fewrods away,the inside of which he has not seen for three'years. In
itsplace,he rentsa fourthstoryhall bedroomto a house'in Fourthstreet,nearSecond avenue,paying thereforetwo dollars aweek,themoneybeinghanded to a ten-year oldson ofthe landlordevery Sun-day morning. Exceptin acase of a-severestorm,heinvariably takestheblanketsfromhis beds andascending, through the scuttle,sleeps
on theroof. His landlord stated1 to'me that during the past year
Train hadnot missed above fortynights from his roof. Even thecoldest nights oflast winter foundhim there. .He never wears anycovering|to his head and allows himself but one regular meal aday, whichhetakesftthalf-past fivein themorning at a coffee houseon Third avenue,oppositeCooper institue. He enters theparkinthemorning withevery pocket crammed with candies, fried cakes andcrullers. In a paper bag he parcels out to the children and thebirds during the day. The birds partake first of his bounty inthe morning. They have become so accustomed to his hospitality
that the ground about his seat will be

-
covered 'with them the

momenthe arrives. They will alight on his,head,shoulders,and eatfromhis hand, a dozen at asfcime. The*children begin to gather
aroundhim at seven o'clock, they are treated" with less generositythan thebirds,his bagand pockets being of less capacitythan theirstomachs. Neitherthe children nor the sparrows seem tothink Mr.Train insane. Everybody else about New York does, but a com-|mittee of doctors havepronouncedhim harmless. Ithinkhim insane,and the causeIattributeto an excessive and disappointeddesire for
popularity and fame/ ,,

- " [Translatedfor tlis N. V:Freeman's Journal.']Baron, Tbistan.Lambert, of the Chamber of Deputies, recentlydeliveredat the School,of theChristianBrothersatFontainebleau,anaddress which we particularly recommend to the attention of ourreaders :—
"Ifeelhighly honoured to-day in presiding over this dis-tribution, which your jtistrsatisfaction asdeserving pupils, the zealofyour excellent instructors, and"the unceasing sympathy of all thenotedpersons jof our city and of our municipal representatives,hasalways so aptly made, not only a grand' occasion, but a genuinefamily fete. Youreceive,mydearchildren, at theChristianBrothers'bcnools. theinstruction; which, from the diligent studentsthat younow are,willtransform youinto useful and practicalmen;the edu-cation, which from true' and honest children, respectful to theirparents, anddevoted to their duties, will make you honourablemenand when,your time comes, -good'and excellent heads of families.1oureceive thatFaith, that, willmake you true andgreat Christians,andstrongmenin thefullacceptationof theterm."You fully appreciate these three blessings, these three gifts,which! complete tqne anotjher.j and which must absolutely remaininseparable,fromone,another.. Everyone, ingour town,and wherevertreeplay is given to the devotion of the Brothers of the ChristianDoctrine, can judgehow.much youcan do, how much the youth ofrarlc^ail ,'to becomeworthy of these threepricelessgifts.x!mT6 crow ŝ thattoU beconferreduponyou,ina few moments:the brilliant andrepeated triumphs achieved in Paris andatallthecompetitionsinFranceby the Brothers' pupils, prove itbeyondallcavil, eventothose who would willingly ignoreit. ' , ,"Youhave the'right,then, to be justly proud.of" your teachers,and most assuredly,notwithstanding the little inequalitiesinworkand discipline,I'and which are unavoidably inseparablefrom youthyourinstructors haveeveryreasontobe proudof ,you.

'
... 'We,m.aysay of you'both,and withmuch justice:Likemaster,likepupil." ■ '

THE EMPRESS AUGUSTA AND THE NUNS.
Dubing the visitwhich t&eir ImperialMajestiespaid to'theRhenish

"vprovincelast week;Empress 'Augusta showed a really tender solici-tude for the!welfare of the fewconvents thaffhavenot yet fallen'vic-/tims,to:the iKultur-Kampf. On entering the Catholic HospitalatKaisserwerth,,she greeted the sisters with theChristiansalutation soseldom heard from Protestant .lips :": " "Praised be Jesus Christ !
"

When theRev.Dauzenberghadfinished presenting the sisters of theestablishment, her Majestysaid :These then arethe children of ournerer-to-be-forgoltenMother Pranciska" (the general-superioress ofthe order whodiedlast yearat Aix-la-Chapelle). After apause shecontinued;"
Ilovedher withallmy heart;so much so, that Ican-not getoverher deathyet. 'Irejoiced when Iknew thatIshouldsooncometo this conventagain, andIam veryglad tobe herenow"

Then she requestedtheRev.Dauzenberg toconducther to the chapel
where she kneltdown andprayed for a few minutes, just as a goodCatholic wouldhavedone. She left the conventwith the samesalu-tations shehadusedwhen entering it. In Dusseldorf the Empressvistied StAnnsInstitution, whore she was received by the protec-tressof the foundation, Princess Hohenzollern. On leaving the con-vent sherecommended thehouse inextremely warmterms tothepre-sident of thedistrictgovernment and theburgomaster of Dusseldorfwho werepresent. Fromhereshe went tosee theSisters of theHoly

Says the Dublin Irishman of September Joth:
—

There is adif-ference of opinion amongst Irish journalists as to the- wisdom andprudenceof Obstruction. TheFreeman,being wiseinits generation,essays a safe course between the rock and the -whirlpool.'But itohinks Mr. Butt's letter shows more of the advocate'singenuitythan
cf the stateman's power.'

'
The pleader's ieal;''says the Freeman,

taused Mr. Butt topushhis arguments farther,thamthe facts warranthim. Still, theHome Eule organ declares thatitis notin favour of
Obstruction. Then, itasks,how,oftenhas Mr. Butt proved that, forIreland,the British Constitutionis a hollowmockery,andtransparentsham. "How!often«has he appealed invain to theEnglishParlia-ment togiveIreland^thatwhich she enjoys in name alone— thepro-tection for the British Constitution." In conclusion the Freemanasks,"Howcan Mr.Buttexpect the Irish people to share withhimhis reverence of the British Constitution?'1 We could expect nofavourable criticism from theExpress,andnoone need be surprisedthatit seizes upona weakpointinMr. Butt's armour

—
a pointwhichtouches Tories in a sensitive part. The Castle mouthpiece remindsthe member for Limerick of his declared intention todispute theestimates for theQneen's Colleges if his University Bill is not passednext year. The Expressargues that opposition to the estimatesis asunconstitutional as Mr. ParneU's Obstruction, the only differencebetween themembers of Limerick and Meath being one of degree.Themost remarkable commentshaveappeared in the Smmders, justwhere they wereleast expected. Replying toMr. Butt's forewarningthatParliament will put down obstruction, the Sounders says Ob-struction cannot be put down if a considerablenumber of Irishmembers joinit. Itadds—" We think the only directionin which,

energy,activity, &c, can beappliedis inObstruction. Inany otherdirectionthey are wasted. Wesee this so clearlytb*t we refuse todiscuss the questionany longer."
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