
ST. MARTS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, NELSON.

A nUMEBOUSLY-attendedmeeting of Roman Catholics was heldrecently,inSt. Patrick'sHall,Hobson-street, on the occasion"of the
opening of areading-roominconnection with' the ChristianDoctiine
Society. Among thosepresent,besides thechairman, were

—
theRev.

Fathers W. Macdonald, O'Dwyer,and' Grange,1 and'Mr. J.T.Boylan,
andother well-knowncitizens. Precisely at eight o'clock the Very
Rev. H. J. Fynes, Vicar-General, took the chair, and immediately
openedthe proceedings. The Very Rev. Chairman delivereda lucidaddress, explanatoryof the objectsof the Christian Doctrine Society,
and the general advantages to be derived by Catholic youngmen
fromits operations, Heannounced that a library, containingavast
amount of standard moral and religious literature, was inthe pos-
session of the Society, andopen to" the public at a merely nominal
charge. FatherFynes adverted,ina few pregnant sentences, to thespreadof indifferentism in the nineteenth century, and theurgent
need of co-operationamong Christian workers to stem the tideofinfidelity andgodlessness. Hereferred amusingly to the free-thought
lecturer recently in this city,satirising that gentleman's remark that
it wasreserved for thenineteenthcentury to witness theunfettered
developmentof true thought,and thefearless expressionof it. Talk
of the Dark Ages! said the preacher, they were ages of spiritual
wealth in comparison with, ims

t
irreligious and morally degraded

century. He exhorted his hearer's td warmly second the efforts of'
the youngmen of the,Christian'Doctrine Society tosupply reliable
religious intelligence from all parts of ttie''world for thebenefit of
theCatholiccommunity, andstated that the leading Catholic news-
papers andmagazines of theUnited Kingdom and America couldbe
always found in the Reading Room. Illustratedandcomicpapers
wouldalso be found there torelieve themind. Theveryrev.gentle-
man concluded with a few eloquent remarks on the advantagesof
pious reading and the cultivation of Christian morals.

—
Mr. J. T

Boylan spokeon theimmense importance to Catholics of beingwell
representedby thePress. He asserted,however,that the opinionsofCatholicpapers shouldbe as opentocriticism as those of thesecular
Press. He concluded by moving, "That this meeting pledgesitself
to warmly foster and support the library and reading-room of the
Christian Doctrine Society." This was agreed to. Father Walter
Macdonald,inafew appositeremarks,proposed a vote of thanksto
the Very Rev. Chairman, which was carried by acclamation. The
reading-roomwas tastefully decoratedby flags, and thetables set off
toadvantage with flowers,&c. General commendation wasgiven to
themembers of the society for the activity they had displayed in
advancing theinterests of the society.— Auckland,Paper.

The populationof Honan, China, is 23,000,000, of which 5,000are Catholics,attendedby nine missionaries and threenative priests.
The MontrealTrue Witness saysitisquitetruethatMr. Chiniquy

wished toseea Catholic clergyman when sick, notwithstanding thedenial.

(From the Neteon Colonist, 20thDecember.')Yestebday afternoon the prizes were presented to the childrenattending these schools,whohadby theirefforts gained the awardsThe schoolroom hadbeenmade more gay for the occasion by thetasteful arrangementof flowers,etc., andupon thewalls were exhi-bitedmanyhighly creditablespecimens of the skillaudhandiworkofthe scholars ineither of the schools. Mr. Curtis, M.H.R. hadbeenrequestedtodistribute theprizes, and thatgentleman was supportedby theRev.Fathers Garin andMahoney,Judge Broad, Mr J Shep-hard, etc. The distribution at the girls' school took priority, andthere theproceedings commenced with a programme of recitationsandvocalmusic, embracingover30 performances, the wholeof whichprovedhighly creditable to the scholarsand to the excellentladiesinwhose chargethe school is. Attheconslusion of this somewhat longbutpleasantprelude,they proceededto thebusinessmoreimmediate-ly tohand.
Mr. Curtis saidhehadbeenasked to give these prizes to thoseyoung ladies whohadearned themby reasonof theirefficiencyin thedifferentbranches. Hehadalways taken the verystrongest interest

*in these schools,seeing thegreat amount of goodthey had done andfheonly hopedthey would continueinthe futureas theyhad done inthe past, Hedid trustthat the changesinthe law whichhadbeenmade last session wouldnot haveany effeafcinmaterially reducingtheusefulness of the schools. He would only add before proceeding todistributetheprizes,thathehoped they would all enjoy their holi-days, andthat they wouldall comebackwith thefull determinationto work,that they woulddo as well,at all events, as they haddonelast year,and,if possibleagreatdealbetter. He then went throughtheprizelist,presenting the prizes.
°

TheRev. Father Garinwished the pupils to remember the workthey haddone the last year; they had learnedmany useful thingswhich wouldbemore useful to them than if they hadbeenatmanualwork,becausetheir worknow was for life. Thosewho workedmanu-ally might gainmoney,buton anaccidentbefailing themthey wouldlose all that, but theuseful things they learned at school they wouldnever lose, so that what they learned now was more preciousthan money. To those who were leaving school he would
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advise thatthey made aproper use of what they learned. When asoldierwasbrought up to defendhis countryhe wastaught to master
his weapons,butif heonlyused his information to commit murder
he abusedhis knowledge. Nowif they didnot turntheirknowledge
toproper account they wouldbe like the soldier whoused his know-ledgefor wrong doing. He warned them of the danger of reading
badbooks,andadvised them tobe careful in theirchoice. He said
they could writewell,andwouldnodoubtbe happy to writeto theirfriends, but theymust remember thatif they didnot write according
togoodmanners they wouldsoonlose theesteeminwhichtheymight
be held. He thankedMr. Curtis for his actionduring thelastsession,when.he had supported their cause as far as possible, and he' also
thanked those whoseconded hisefforts. He alsoexpressedhis thanksto theHon. Mr. Larnach, whohad visited their schools andshownhis.interestmtheirwelfareby requestinghis acepptance of a handsome
donationtobe expendedinprizes. Itwashis hopeand desire that

,they wmldall enjoy theirholiday,andhe wishedthemall success inthefuture,and, for thepresent,a happy Christmas.
.Mr. J. Shephard said theRev.Father Garin was rather a hardschoolmaster,for he insistedonhis saying a few words, and he wasconfident thescholars wereof opiniontheyhadbeenkeptlongenough.

What he had seen that day only strengthenedall that he had previ-
ously heardof theinstitution wherethey were now met, and which
conferred somany advantages. They mustallfeel, withFather Garinand Mr.Curtis,how unfortunate it wouldbefor those advantagesjto
be takenaway,or if the efforts that were being made to-secure thecontinuance.of the schools didnot succeed, Heexpressedhis extreme
pleasureinseeingsomanyhappy faces aroundhim, and hoped they
wouldlong continue togather there,and that the people of Nelson
would long have the opportunity of having their children^ so well
taughtas they hadbeenat this institution. >

The company thenadjourned to the Boys' School, where therewasa similar ceremony,Mr. Curtis prefacingthe distribution by tell-
ing theboys theyhaddone allthe speech-making attheGirls' School.He thendelivered theprizes.

The Rev.Father Mahoney thenrequestedthat the boys might beallowed toexpress their minds to their teachers, wnereupon two of
theleading boysstepped forward with addresses, and in turn each
read one. The firstwas toMr.Richards,expressingmostkindly feel-ings, andtherewere presentedto him somehandsome,volumesanda
paperknife; the second wasto Mr. Kayanagh,.in the same stirain,
and whichwas accompaniedby aninkstand andthermometer.Mr. Curtis made the presentation onbehalf of the boys with
suitable remarks, and Mr. Richards and Mr. Kavanagh feelingly
thanked theboys.

' ;.
The proceedings terminatedwiththree cheersfor the.Rey.FatherGarin, three times three for Mr. Curtis, three more for, Rev."FatherMahoney,andyetanotherthree forMr.Larnach;andmore for other

friends.

OPENING OF A ROMAN CATHOLIC READING
ROOM.

The good folks of Kumara have been on the tip-toe of expectationduring the last week in consequence of Mr. J. J. Crofts.having an-nounced his intention of delivering a lectureonOliver CrornwelT andthePuritans,inreply toonewhichhad been deliveredin this town
on the samesubject by the Rev.C. Clarke.

Although Mr. Crofts' abilityas a speakerhadbeen alreadyknown
inthe "West Coast, and, through yourcolumns, to the whole of NewZealandby his vigorous opposition to the "

Secular EducationBill
"

ofthe late Ministry,andinhis eloquentspeechesindefenceof Catho-lic Education,still it wasexpectedby thepartisansofthe'view whichMr. Clarke took oftheLordProtector, thathe would not be able tosucceed in his attempt toreply, with successfuleffect, tothe.eloquentandreverend lecturer. Those that thought so weregrievouslydis-appointedat hearingMr. Crofts in the Theatre Royal on Saturday
eveninglast.

p^. His lecturemaybe characterisedwithout exaggeration as beingbrilliant,logical, eloquent,andconsistent with historical truth. Hedidnot confine himself toIrishCatholic historians,andquotedlargelyfrom Macaulay,Hallatn,Clarendon, audothers. He started from the'plantation," or rather,as the lecturer appropriately designated it,the "confiscation of Ulster "byJames I. He glanced rapidly overthe quarrelsbetween Charles I. and his Parliament. He paintedm nervous English the baseness, ingratitude, and treachery of ICharles and his minister, Strafford. The rising of 1641, thecauses which led to it, the various battles fought, the disposi-" tion of the forces under the various generals on both sides,andthenumber of slain and wounded were aptly and minutely des-cribed. The "cessation" and its effects on the Confederate causeweretouchingly pourtrayed.
His description of the Battle of Benburb, Owen Roe O'Neil'sgeneralship, theimpetuouschargeof the Irish troops,and the com-pleterout of Monroe's forces,with thelatter'signobleflight withouthat,cloak, or sword, to Carrickfergus,where he shut himself up inthe fortress, wasreceived withloud andprolongedapplause.The diabolical cruelties of Coote, Inchiquin, Rauelagh,and theother Puritan generals were feelingly depicted. But the butcheriesof Cromwell inDroghedaand Wexfordsent a thrill of horrorthroughthe audience. °
He clearly proved that the Rev.Mr. Clarke was guilty of sup-prexsioveri,andof offeringadirect insultto theIrishCatholicnationby completely ignoring its existenceduring a mostimportantera ofEnglish history, whenthechanges wrought inEnglandreacted withsuch terrible and disastrous effects on the religion and people ofIreland. " r
Itwouldbe impossiblein the limitedspace of a single letter todo anything like justice tothe lecture.
He concluded with a brilliant peroration on the intellectualphysical, andmoralcharacter of theIrishrace,which completelydis-placed the implied calumny contained in the io-norin" of or anyallusion to Ireland,by the Rev.C. Clarke in his lecture on OliverCromwell.
Itis to be hopedthatMr. Crofts will causehis lecture to bepub-lished inpamphlet form. If he does,Itrust a copy of it will befoundm thehouse. of every Irishmaninthe colonies.Mr. Crofts certainly deserves the thanks of all Irishmenfor hisable andsuccessful refutationof Mr. Clarke's fulsome panegyric onthe greatest monster that Irelandinher long list of cruelpersecutors"suffered and*bledunder.

Dec. 18,1877.
P. Du«ttK, 8.0.8.F.
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