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OF THE ORIGIN OF SITTINGS IN CHURCHES.

—_——

Tar popular and nseful part of church furnitnre known so familiarly
to cvery one under the name of sittings was not originally placed
in the churches at the time of their ercction, but was subsequently
introduced, as it is pot probable that such settled idens of comfort
would have ceccurred to the minds of the people so soon after the
establishment of the churches themselves. It is difienit to determine
the preeisc date of their invention thongh it may be reasonably pre.
mised that they found their way into our churches so soon a3 their
adaptability to the purposes for which they swere required came to be
recognised.  ‘When the people bad become familiar to the use of the
church, 1o donbt many little improvements gradually suggested
themselves, as they do in everything clse the more one becomes
acquainted with it, and amony these the idea of having snitable ac-
commodation for the wants of the people would not have been Hie
least consideration. Though at first sittings may not hinve appearcd
so. yet the many advaatages they would possess in emabli.g the peo-
ple more esuveniently to attend the serviees of the church fully
counterbalanced any objection that might be vaised against them on
the grounds of their enmbersome or domestic nature, and would ulti-
mately lead to their permancnt adoption as a recognised part of church
furniture.

Originally these sittings were extremely plain and simple in their
comstruction but later on they were formed mora elaborately, many of
them, especially those belonging to monastic edifices, being very heauti-
fully and symbolically cavved, and were known under different names
such as stalls, pridieux, ete,

Although churches had heen in existenee in England in the sixth
century yet it was not until cight centuries lator that the sittings
were placed in them. Previously to this tire the people used to seek
for convenient places for themselves, many of them resting on the
altar tombs, while otliers brought little mgs and mats with them and
perched themselves ou the buitresses of the walls or pillars. It is
easily to Le imagined what a scene of confusion must sometimes pre-
vail where cveryone is obliged to seak a place for himself, and there-
fure any arrangement that would provide both comfort and conveni-
ence to the peonle would uecessarily be most aceeptable to them.

The pews, as constracted in Angliean chutrches, were not in vogue
untit the seventeenth century, and were quite different from the old
church scats, inasmuch as they consisted of severnl * seats enclosed
together,” while the former were simply open’benehes arranged so
that the people always faced the altar, which they would be unable to
do in the pews,

In monastic ehurches the places allotted to the people were guite
distinct from those ocenpied by the inmates of the monastery. The
clergy occupied the stalls in the choir, while the monks or nuns had
places of their own in the triforinm. apart from, and above the con-
rrregation, where they could conveniently observe the service, while at
the same time, if desired, the church itself could be carefully watched
by them, and yet they be partially unobserved themsclves. The men
and women in the parish were also placed in separate parts of the
church, thoush not concealed from ong another as in the Oriental
churches.  The last practice was continued in England long after the
fieformation, more particularly at Leverton in Lancashire, where as
lata as the end of the sixicenth century the “women's pews” appear
ehumerated among the items in the parish accounts, This was, no
g.tmbt, a remnant of monastic discipline transmitted from bygone

ays,

In the country places in England the lord of the manor frequently
owned one of the aisles in the church he attended which he kept in
eepafe at his own espense, having the privileze of interving hisfamily
within its walls. His seat with the armorial bearings over it was
situnted here, while those of his tenants were usually placed behind
him,
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GEMS FROM AFANY JMINES.
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( Gathered for the Pilot.)

Goop is slow: it climbs, Evil is swift : it descends,
should we marvel that it makes great progress in g
Madame Swetehine.

It was said of Mpr. Affre, ¥ he is hard and cold.” Yes, and so
is marble ; but beantiful things are made of it constantly.—JZdem.

THERE are hearts whose mere kindness sheds more rays than the
tuve of others, as the moon of Naples shines with a softer splendour
than many a sun.——JTdem.

dNO two persons ever read the same book, or saw the same pieture.
—Tdem, ’

LET our lives be as pure as snow-ficlds, where our footsteps leave
a mark, but not a stain.—JTdem,

PoLiTE and engaging manners
mendation.—Trabelle of Castile,

A WICKED intention destroys the good which we do, and a good
intention is not sufficient to excuse the evil which it produces.—S¢,
Berrnard,

Why
short time }—

are perpetual letters of recom-

For henrts where wakened love doth lark,
How fine, how blest a thing ia work 1
—JHAX INGELoW.

IHAVE often recmarked that Foung men given up to sensual
pleasures have, as it were, an ineapncity of feeling and even of under-
:;'tanrling real friendship. To Tove truly, cne must be pure.—~ZLacor-

aire,

A FALBE report docs not last long, and the life one leads is the
best apalogy of that which one haa led.—S¥, Jerome,

THE majesty of the soriptures astonishes me ; the holiness of the
Gospel speaks to my heart.  See the books of the philosophers, with
ol their pomp, how insignificant they are in comparison with that,
i8 it possible that o book at the same time po sublime, and so simple
<m be the work of men?  Is it pomsible that He whose history is
tgem related is Himself mothing more then a man '—dJran Jacques

o8z,

THE ' MISSION IN CHRISTCHURCH,
—————

SINCE my last commnnication to you, His Lordship Dr. Redwood
and several pricsts have arrived here, and yet with all this increased
assistance, and althongh His Lordship sita in the Confessional, the
mission will not be closed before next Sunday. Every day brings in
its quota of poor frail humanity, some hardened sinner or old toper,
and “the ery is “ still they come.” During the past week immense
erowds of people, some of them coming very long distances, have been
atlending the services. The missionary is certainly reaping a rich
harvest in this portion of the vineyard. On each of the two Sundays
that he lias been here, the church, at both the morning and evenin
gorvices. wns so densely crowded that the people had to be alloweg
iuside the altar rails in the sanctuary, around the Bishop’s throne, and
right up to the aliar steps. It was deemed advisable, on last Sunday,
in order to make room for the people, to prevent children under
twelve from coming to last Mass. and with all this many DPErsons wene
unable to get inside the door of the church. We had High Mass,
coram Episcopo, with Rev. Father M‘Namara as celebrant, Rev,

Father Gouttenoire as demcon, Rev. Father Ginaty as sub-deacon,
and the Very Rev. Father Hennchery as assistant priest as the throne,
The choir performed Haydn’s 1st Mass. Offertory, * O, Salutaris,” by
Himmel, sung by Mr. Longhnau with great effect. It was by fara
larger congregation than that of the preceding Bunday, and mueh as
the people expected to hear, they certainly never dreamed of the sur-
prise that was in store for them. It was known that Father Henne-
bery would deliver his great sermon on Temperance, and administer
the pledge some time during the mission, but no one ever expected
that it would come off so soon. The sermon, if I may go back to it,
is peculiar. Tt proves the drunkard to be a sipner of the blackest
dye, in his drunkenness breaking every one of the commandments,
and this is proven and illustrated by a number of skilfully and well
chosen anccdotes, which are dovetailed into the discourse, and fit in
s0 admirably that they seem part and parcel of it. While all
of these illustrations show up the horrible effects of strong
drink, and are chosen from life, some of them are so Indicrous,
and told with such effect, that it is impossible $o maintain one's
gravity. Even His Lordship and his priests inside the sanctuary
were obliged more than once to yield to the unconquerable impulse to
laugh ; and strange, no one fecls that they do wrong, for they cannot
help themselves, It was abont two hoursand thirty-five minutes from
the time the preacher ascended the pulpit until he came down, and
when all was over the good Father was evidently fatigued, and no
wonder. The sermun produced such an effect through the town
amongst the Protestant population that Father Hennebery has been
reguested to deliver it in some large public hall in the city for the
benefit of those whose religions prejudices prevent them from attendo
ing our church. He has nat yet replied to this request, but if he does
s0 and consents to it, there is every reason to bilieve that it will
assume a public character, for many of the well educated and reg-
pectable Protestants of this place are becoming tired and disgusted
with the follies and absurdities of Good Templary.

The converts are becoming so numerous since the mission began
that it is necessary to put back the evening devotions until half-past
seven—nhalf an hour later—in order that that half hour may be en-
tirely devoted by Father Ginaty to their special instruction, without,
as has been up to this the case, one coming now and another
again throughout the day. I lave heard varioas estimates given of
Faiher Hennebery’s age. T may inform you that he was born int 1830,
he is therefore in his 47th vear, He is & native of that dear old land
which has given to the world some of its greatest men, and to heaven
some of its greatest saints—a land that may be called the evangeliser
of the nations, a land that since the day that Patrick put it on the
right track bas never turned to the right nor to the left, but throngh
weal and woe has fondly clung to that direct unerring path that leads
to life, to heaven, and to God. He belongs to the order of the con-
gregation of the precions bleod of Christ, and you will be able to form
a sort of slight estimate of what he is doing in the cause of tem-
erance, when you hear that within the last three years he has given
the pledge to abent one hundred thonsand people. It must be borne
in mind that Father Hennebery did not come to New Zealand for the
purpose of delivering controversial sermons. His first, his great ob.
Ject is to gain over erting Catholics, to point the way to Heaven to
those of his own faith who stand in need of his advice, and to brin,
Catholies, good and bad, to a closer and more intimate union vn‘tﬁ
their God.  But while doing this in a very effectual way, ke does not
ignore the fact that a great many Protestants who nightly come to
hear him, have also souls to be saved, and for their benefit, as also for
the more solid instruction and grounding in the faith of his own
flock, be usually expounds the dogmas of the Church, and proves
conclusively that to Catholics, and to them alone, belongs the
“ Divine prerogative of certainty " in matters of faith, and that now,
as in the days when Dryden wrote the Church of Rome is still, % The
milk-white hind, unspetted and unchanged ;" and that in her alone
is to be found truth, and that

Tower, gl mﬁé‘iﬁieﬁiﬂ'
ety all see aist.”
In this eternal ark of worship undefiled,

RATHEEALENSIA,
Christchurch, Kov. 28.
e

HARDLY 2 day passes but the Germanis mentions some new cots
version o Catholiciam that has taken place in the North. The cone
version of the Baronness de Berling at Copenhagen was mentioned
quite recently, On the day of her sbjuration this lady presented the
Catholic community of Copenhagen with property of more than g
million franes in value.

JAPPNA is full of erowds of famished old men, women, and
children erying out, “ We are hungry.” The Jaffra Cathelio
Guardian gives waming that, unless abundant rains soon fall, und
unless timely measures are at once adopted to stave off the impend-
iéaggxagmiﬁm, Jaffna will witnessin December and January appalling:
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