
Sincemy last communication to you, His LordshipDr. Redwoodandseveralpriestshavearrived liere, andyet with all thisincreasedassistance, andalthough His Lordship sits in the Confessional, themission willnot be closed before next Sunday. Every day bringsin,
its quota of poor frailhumanity, some hardened sinner or oldtonerand"thecry is "still they come." During the past week immensecrowds of people,someof themcomingverylongdistances,havebeenattending the services. The missionary is certainly reaping a richharvestin thisportionof the vineyard. On each of the twoSundaysthathe has beenhere, the church, at both the morning andevenineservices, wasso denselycrowded that the people had to be allowedinside the altarrails in the sanctuary,aroundtheBishop'sthrone, andright up tothe altarsteps. Itwasdeemed advisable,onlastSunday
inorder to make room for the people, to prevent children undertwelve from coming to lastMass. andwith allthis many persons wereunableto getinside the door of the church. We had High Mass,eoram EpUcopo, with Bey. Father M'Namara as celebrant RevFather Gouttenoire as deacon. Rev. Father Ginaty as sub-deacon]and the TeryRev. Father Henncbery as assistant priestatthethroneThechoir performed Haydn'sIstMass. Offertory,"O,Salutaris"byHimmel,sung by Mr. Loughnau withgreat effect. It wasby far alarger congregation than that of thepreceding Sunday, andmuchasthepeopleexpectedto hear, they certainlyneverdreamed of the sur-
prise that wasinstore for them. Itwasknownthat Father Henne-bery woulddeliver hisgieatsermon on Temperance,andadministerthepledge some time during the mission, but no oneever expectedthatit wouldcome off so soon. The sermon, if Imay gobacktoit,
is peculiar. Itproves the drunkard to be a sinner of the blackestdye,inhis drunkenness breaking every one of the commandments,and this is proven and illustratedby anumber of skilfully and wellchosen anecdotes,which aredovetailedinto the discourse, and fitmso admirably that they seem part and parcel of it. While allof these illustrations show up the horrible effects of strongdrink, and are chosen from life, some of them are so ludicrousand told with such effect, that it is impossible to maintainone'sgravity. Even His Lordship and his priests inside the sanctuarywereobligedmore thanonce to yieldto theunconquerableimpulse tolaugh;andstrange,noone feels that they do wrong,for they cannothelp themselves. Itwasabout twohours andthirty-fiveminutesfromthetime thepreacherascended tbe pulpit until he camedown, andwhen all was over the good Father was evidently fatigued, andnowonder. The sermun produced such an effect through the townamongst the Protestantpopulation that Father Henneberyhas beenrequested to deliver it in some large public hallin the city for thebeneht of those whose religious prejudices prevent themfrom attend-
ingour church. He has not yetrepliedto this request,but if hedoesso andconsents to it, there is every reason to believe that it willassumea public character, for many of the well educated and res-pectable Protestants of this place are becoming tiredand disgusted
with the follies andabsurdities ofGood Templary.

The convertsarebecoming so numeroussince the mission beganthatit is necessary toput back tbe evening devotionsuntilhalf-pastseven— half anhour later— in oTder that that half hour may be en-tirely devoted by Father Ginatyto their special instruction, withoutas has been up to this the case, one coming now and another.again throughout the day. Ihave heard various estimates given oft ather Hennebery's age. Imay inform youthathewasbornin1830he is thereforeinhis 47th year. Heis anative of thatdear old land'whichhas given to the worldsomeof its greatestmen,andto heavensome of its greatest saints— a land that maybecalled the evan°-eliseri of thenations, a land that since the day that Patrickput it on theright track has never turned to the right nor to theleft, but throughweal andwoe has fondly clung to thatdirectunerring path thatleadsto life,toheaven, and toGod. Hebelongsto the order of the con-
gregation of thepreciousbloodof Christ, and youwillbe able toforma sortofslight estimate of what he is doing in the cause of tem-perance, when youhear thatwithin the last threeyearshehas giventhe pledge toabout onehundred thousandpeople. Itmustbebornemmind that FatherHennebery didnot come toNew Zealand for thepurpose of deliveringcontroversial sermons. His first, his great ob-ject is togain over erring Catholics, to point the waytoHeaven tothose of Ins ownfaith whostand in need of his advice,and tobringCatholics,good andbad, to a closer and more intimate unionwiththeir God. But while doing this inaveryeffectual way,hedoes notignorethe fact thatagreat many Protestants who nightly come tohearhim, havealsosouls tobe saved,andfor their benefit, as alsofor,
themore solid instruction and grounding in the faith of his ownflock,heusually expounds the dogmas of the Church, and provesconclusively that to Catholics, and to them alone, belongs theDivineprerogativeof certainty

"
in mattersof faith,and thatnow,asm thedays whenDrydenwrote theChurch of Romf is still, "Ttemilk-wbite hind, unspotted and unchanged;" and that in her alonw

is tobe found truth, and that "Majesty,Power,glory,strength,and
Beauty,allareaisled,

Inthiseternal ark of worshipandeflled.
m.., , „ RATHKEALENSIS.Chnstchurch,Nov.28.

(Gatheredfor thePilot.)
Good is slow: it climbs. Evil is swift:it descends WhyHhould wemarvel thatit makes great progress in a short time ?~Jfaa-ame SivetcJtlnr.

■
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waSi!!aiiofM?/- Affrc'"he is hardand cold" Yes, and sois marble;butbeautiful things aremade of itconstantly.— ldemThere arehearts whose merekindnessshedsmorerays than*theS.jvcof others,as themoonof Naplesshines with a softer splendourthanmany a sun.

—
Idem. «i*um

No twopersons everread thesamebook,orsaw thesamepicture.
Letour lives be aspure as snow-fields, whereour footstepsleaveamark, butnota stain.

—
Idem. r

«J^^Sffffi£S? mm porpetual lettere of recora-
A wicked intention destroysthe good which wedo, aud a jrooduitention isnot sufficient to excuse the evil which it produces.— S*.

Torhearts wherewakened loredothlarkHow fine,howblest a thingis workI
Ihave often remarked that young men givet vp

E to^sensualpleasureshave, asit were,anincapacity of feeUngandevenofunder-5KmS friendsluP* To IOTe *"ly» °»c mustbepure.— Law.„*
A F^LBK rfp,ort doesnot last lonS' and the Mfc one leadsis thewest apology of that which one has led.

—
St.Jerome.The majesty ofthescripturesastonishesme;theholinessof theGospelspeakstomyheart. See the books of the philosophers,withrtl their pomp,how insignificant they areincomparisonwiththat,witpossiblethat abook atthe same time so sublime,and so simplecanbe the workof men? Is It possible that He whose history isgero related is Himself BotWnjr more thana mant-JeanJacques

Habdi/v a day passesbut theGermaniamentionssomeneweon*version toCatholicismthathas taken place in the North. The con-version of theBaronnessde Berling at Copenhagen was mentionedquite recently. On the day of her abjurationthis lady presented theCatholic community of Copenhagen with property of more than amillion franca invalve.
Jaivwa is full of crowds of famished old men, women, andchildren cryrag out, "We are hungry." The Jaffna CatholicGvardwft gives warning that, unless abundantrains soon fall, andunless timely measuresareat once adoptedto stave off the impend*

desofti ltle8'JftffQa lriUwitnessinDecen»ber andJanuaryappalling

Friday, December 7,1877. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
OF THE ORIGIN OF SITTINGS INCHURCHES. THE MISSION IN CHRISTCHURCH.
Ihepopularand usefulpart ofchurch furnitureknown so familiarlyto everyoneunder the name of sittings -was not originally placed
in thechurches at thetime of their erection, but was subsequentlyintroduced, as it is not probablethat such settled ideasofcomforttroulcl have occurred^to tbe minds of the peopleso soonafter theestablishmentof thechurches themselves. Itis difficult to determinethePrecise date oftheir inventionthough itmaybe reasonably pre-mised that they found their wayinto our churches so soon a^ theiradaptability tothe purposesfor which they wererequiredcame toberecognised. When thepeoplehad become familiar to theuseof thecimreh, no doubt many little improvements gradually suggested
"?nfCiCi' a

-M
th-7 a°, in CTcr7tbing else the6more onebecomesSi2"^ antl nmonR these the ideaof towingsuitable ac-commodationfor the wants of the people wouldnot havebeen theleast consideration.

"
Though at first sittings maynothaveappearedso.yettuemany advantages they wouldpossess in enabli.igthepeo-ple more conveniently to attend the services of the church fully

counterbalancedany objection thatmight be raised against them onthe grounds of their cumbersomeor domestic nature,and wouldulti-lurniturcIurniturc
theirPcrmanentadoPtion asarecognisedpartofchurch

Originally these sittings wereextremely plainandsimpleintheirconstruction but later on they wereformedmoreelaborately,manyofthem, especiallythosebelonging tomonastic edifices,beingverybeauti-tullyand symbolically carved,and wereknownunderdifferentnamessuch as stalls, pndieux,etc.
Although churches hadbeen inexistence inEngland in the sixthcenturyyet it was not until eight centuries later that the sittingswereplacedm them. Previously to this time thepeopleused toseektor convenient, placesfor themselves, many of them resting on thealtar tombs, while othersbrought little rugsand matswith themanaperchedthemselveson thebuttresses of the walls or pillars. It iseasily tobe imaginedwhata sceneof confusionmustsometimespre-vail where everyoneis obligedto seek a place forhimself, and there-fore any arrangement thatwouldprovidebothcomfort andconveni-ence to the peoplewouldnecessarily be most acceptableto them.
Ihepews, as constructed in Anglican churches, werenot invo»ucuntil the seventeenthcentury, and werequite different from the oldcuurch seats inasmuch as they consisted of several <" seats enclosedtogether, while tbe former were simply open"

benches arranged sothat the peoplealways faced the altar,which they would be unable todo in thepews.
i-..In"outlstic churches theplacesallotted to thepeoplewerequite!distinct fromthose occupiedby tbe inmates of themonastery. The!clergy occupied the stalls in the choir, while themonks or nuns hadplaces of their own inthetriforium.apart from, and above the con-gregation, where theycould conveniently observe the service, whileatthesame time, if desired,the church itselfcouldbe carefully watchedby them, andyet they bepartially unobserved themselves. The menami womenmthe parishwerealso placed in separate parts of thechurch, though not concealed from one another as in the Orientalclmrcnes. IheList practice was continuedinEngland longafter thelictormation,moveparticularly at Levertonin Lancashire, where aslate as the endof the sixteenth century the "women's pews" appearenumerated among the items in tbe parish accounts. This was noooubt, a remnant of monastic discipline transmitted from bygone

Inthecountryplacesin England thelordofthemanor frequently
ownedoneof the aisles in thechurch he attended which hekeptinrepair at his ownexpense, having the privilege of interringhis familywithin its walls. His seat with the armorial bearings over it wassituatedhere, while those of his tenants were usually placed behind

GEMS FROM MANY MINES.
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