
taken prisoners. Teliche wassubsequently carried byassault of the
ImperialGuards, who attackedthe position simultaneously with the
assaulton Guruji Debruk. The attacking forcewasnearlydecimated.
Beveralminorpositionscommandingthe Sophia roadhavebeensince
carried, and Orchanieis threatened.

Itis stated at Constantinoplethat Chefket Pasha has abandoned
a largearmy intendedfor therelief of Plevna.''

The Czarewitchmade a reconnoisance inforce along the line of
theLornonOctober 28,but withdrew aftersomefighting. Anattack
wassimultaneously made on theworks at Rustchuk, but theattacks

■wererepulsedby a sortie from the fortress. The Russians retired to
Pyrgos.

General Zimmerman, debouching from Dobrudscha, threatens
Silistria. Prince Hassan, with the Egyptian contingent, has been
detailed to checkhim.
fk The gemralposition tothe latest dates is that Plevna is closely
invested;Earsis ready to capitulate; Erzeroum is occupied; the
RussianshaveMukhtar Pashabeatenat allpoints;SuliemanPasha is
checkedby theCzarewitch along the line of the Lorn,andremainsinactive,his communication withSilistria and Varnabeing menaced
by the advanceof GeneralsZimmerman and the massing of a large
armybetweenTinerva andOsman Bazar;thePorte is unable to put
another army inthe field;theRussians arecalling out their reserves
and Cossacks,andareembodying 103 infantry batallions;Armenia
is practicallylost to thePorte;and the Russians are clearing theBalkanpasses of the Turks.

THE WHEAT CROP IN ENGLAND AND THE
UNITED STATES.

A few days ago, amannamedMontgomery Smith, hailing from St.
Louis, had twosingular andnarrowescapesrolledinto one. He left
a camp about thirtymiles above theHills tobring letters topost,and,
in trying toshorten the distance a little,helost the regular trail and
gotinto ahadbitof country. While hunting for the trail, he came
across fresh signs of Indians,and, while hurrying out of the neigh-
bourhood,herandirectly uponalargebrownbear,whichwassleeping
on the sunny side of a thicket. The thicketwas on a side hill, and
Smithwas goingat a goodpace whenhe turned the clump. Thebear
was sonear when Smith cameinsightof him, that therewasneither
time tohalt nor a chance to turn out,and bruin was cleared by a
flying leap. Hemade astroke at Smith ashe wentover,inflicting a
.slight scratch onone leg,and thenset off after the miner with the in-
tentionof eatinghim for dinner. The flight ledoverbrokenground,
upand downa ridge, and thenalong thebaseof abroken ledge.

Knowingthat thebear wouldsoon overtakehim, Smith had his
eyespeeledfor someplaceof refuge, andhe foundagoodone. Close
to theground wasa riftin the ledgemadeby part of the rocks set-
ling downorcrumbling away. He saw it whenonly thirty feetaway,
andthebear wasnot ahundred feetinhis rear. There wasnotime
toguess whether thecrevice wasbigenough to admit the man, and
toosmall to admit thebearinafter him,or so small that the victim
wouldhe there overtakenanddevoured. Hehaddroppedhis gun to
aidhis flight, andrunning atfull speedhemade a diveandwentinto
thecrevice head first, raking enoughhide offhis shoulders and back
tomake apairof babyshoes. Thebear wasn't tensecondsbehindhim,
andas Smith reached theback endof the cave, which was not over
six feetdeep, thebear putinits headandmouth, and tried to work
inhis body. Thishe couldn't do, owing to his stout shoulders, but
for a quarterof anhour Montgomery Smith was doubtless the worst
frightenedmaninNorthAmerica. There wasroom enoughforhim to
turn aroundin,buthewas compelledto lieatfulllength andlookinto
thefiery eyesof thebear whichcould get within four feetof him and
wantedto comenearer. Bruindidn't giveup trying till hehad sadly
cutandbruisedhimselfagainst the stones, and hissnarls andgrowls
put morereligious thoughts into Smith'shead than had ever lodged
therebefore. The bear couldn't gethim, butneithercould hegetthe
bear. He had nothing to shoot with, neither food nordrink, and
yelling at a bear to clear out andgohome has noeffectinthis rarified
atmosphere. The mouth of the crevice wasten feet long,and Smith
could look overhis trail for forty rods or more, no matter at what
point thehear was.

The animal was walkingup anddownbefore the ledge,probably
fishing for aplanby whichhe might getsomething better than roots
for dinner, when the miner caught sight of three Indians creeping
along the trail hehadmade. They had, perhaps, followed it for a
mile ormore,andmusthaveknownthat thebear had the first claim.
Theredskins hadjust comeinto view.when they saw the bear, the
bear saw them,andSmith saw thewhole thing. The bearlooked in
on Smithinadespairingmanner,and then made a bee-line for the
redmen. They fired athim onea piece, ajid then turned and ran,
andafter about threeminutes'waiting Smith crawled out and made
2.40 time till his breath gave out.

—
Deadwood Letter to Cincinnati

Enquirer.

THE AUTHOR OF THE "IMITATION."

Wheat is dearer now thanit has been, we believe,for many years,
and there are,ofcourse,those who say that it must get dearer yet.
The home harvest is said to be generally below theaverage. We
havehadall throughthemiddle andnorthern parts of the Island a
most tempestuousseason; crops will be exceptionally late, and on
many soils exceptionallypoor,andthe outlook is gloomy.

Add totheposition athome the fact that the Frenchharvestis
butbarely equalto therequirementsof the country at the very bestview,and thatitis thereforenotunlikely thatFrancemayhave tobe
a considerable buyer abroad; that the yield in Spain is, though
showing a surplus, not equaltoexpectation; that the Russian crop,
thoughgood, is likely tobe difficultto get at, through the war, and
thatall suppliesfrom the valley of theDanube are cut off from the
samecause,andwehavea serious conjunctionof causesalltending to
support the view that bread may be dear. The most favourable
estimate of thehome wheatcrop which wehave seen

—
thatof MrH.

Kains-Jackson, no inconsiderable authority— gives us barely twelve
million quarters, or hardly half what we require for foodorstock
purposes, and if the harvests of Europe are, with theexceptionof
thatof Hungary, either indifferent orinaccessible, it isevidently a
serious problem to know whence this deficiency is to be sup-
plied. *■ * *

We want,it may be conceded, in round figures atleast eleven
million quarters of wheat between now and this time next year.
Where is it tobehad? The United States alone profess tobe able
to supply the whole of the immense quantity. They claim to havea
surplusof exportablegrainof over twelve million quarters,and this
they will be ready to let us have at a price. This is merely the
official estimate, itis true, andmay therefore be falsified, but there
can be no doubt that the American surplus will be very large in
nearly all the States of the Union except California.

—
London

Spectator.

THE PRESIDENTS MANIFESTO.

Opinionsof some of the French press, on the 19th September :—:
—

The Pays, Bonapartistpaper, says:— "It is a noble and proud
address, andwepraise and approve it without reserve. IfFrance
does not understandit, it is because she is not ripe for an honest
Government. She will havetocompleteherexperienceat thecost of
freshruinandshedding of blood."

The Mondesays:
— "Itmay withcertaintybe predicted thattie

manifesto, which is for us an affirmation, and for the factions amenace,mil exasperate our adversaries. Itwillexasperatethem the
morebecause itis insubstance unassailable, and they will find them-
selves reduced todiscussing its form."

The Defense says :— "Till 1880the Marshalis Chiefof thePower,
andhewill remain so tilLthe end, whatevermay orcan happen. He
isnot the man tobow tothe audacious pretentionsofthosewhohave
lecHjs to ruin and exhausted France,revelling in the blood of her
soldiers."

The Ordre(Bonapartist) says:—":
— "Itis manifest that a Chief of

the State whoexpresses himself withsuch vigour will never submit.
The bridges arehenceforth destroyed, the line of retreatis cut off."

The MacMahonian Bonapartist lAberti remarks exultingly, that
itneednolonger be doubted that theMarshalwill obeyneitherof the
injunctions tosubmitor resign.

The Francais, the Due de Broglie's organ, says
—

"When the
manifesto demands the election of moderatemen, men of order and
peace,men who are devoted tothe interestsandrequirements of the
country,wouldFrance prefer to that appeal of Marshall MacMahon
the appealof M. Gambetta andof the Revolutionaries, all of whose
designs follow his cortege?"

Thomas A Kempis was born in the year 1379, at a littlevillage
calledKempen,in theDiocese of Cologne, from which he received
his latter name, thatof hisfather beingJohnHammerlein or Heme-
reken. Hisparentswereinhumble circumstances,andwhenThomas
wasthirteen yearsof age he was sent toDeventer toa recently estab-
lished religious community, called"The Brothers of Common Life."
Herehe became anexcellent scholar and wasa great favourite with
theprincipal, Dr.Florentius Eadewin, uponwhosedeathhe joineda
branch of the community at Mount St. Agnes, near Zwolle. This
happenedwhenhewas about twenty yearsold,andhe remained there
as anovice for about fivemoreyears,andthen,inA.D. 1405,he took
uponhimself thehabit and Order of St. Augustine. In 1413 he re-
ceivedHoly Orders,and from thattime was sedulously employedin
literary occupationsof areligious tendency. His great labour con-
sistedinwritingout thewhole of theBible infour volumes,inwhich
he wasengaged fifteen years. During this period, thatis in1429,he
andhisbrethern weredriven fromthemonasteryandwandered about
wherever theycould find ahome for three years. With the excep-
tion, however,ofthis forcedexpulsion,he continued tolive at Mount
St. Agnes fornearly seventyyears,anditis there,of course,that he
is considered tohave writtenthe "De Imitatione Christi," orsomeof
thebooks as early asbetween 1415 or1420, shoitly after hehad taken
to Holy Orders. He livedinstrict seclusion,rarely ever leaving the
monastery,anddiedintheyear 1471, at theadvanced age of 92. Such
is a brief outline of thelife of Thomas aKempis; and although his
actual authorship of the "De Imitatione"has been warmly disputed,
yet inthemidstof all the controversy it has never been questioned
thathe wrote outa copy of the workin 1441, and was consequently
well acquaintedwithits contents, and seems from his life to have
lived according to itsholy counsels, This copy is still in existence,
andis veryvaluable,being attestedbyThomas himself withthesuper-
scription:Mnittis et completus AnnoDomini1441permantis Thomas
aKempisin, MonteS, Agnes,prope Znsoll.

—
Exchange.

M.Legouve, who hasneverpassedinParis asaclerical,lately in
a speechhe made at a Paris municipal school, said :—":

— "There is no
educationpossiblewithoutreligious ideas. As for myself,Ihaveno
fear of saying it,wereIabsolutely forced to choose for achild, be-
tweenitsbeing taught topray and its being taught to read, my de-
cision wouldbe foritsbeing taughtto pray. For prayer is reading
fromthemostbeautiful ofallbooks,beforeHim fromwhomemanate
all light, justice andgoodness.

The Daily Telegraphhas published the following extract from
the letter of "a correspondent of high position":

—
"The Holy

Fatheris lookingas well-andis in as in good spirits aswhenIleft
HomeonJuly 1. During the whole of the summer there has only
heenone day-onwhichhe wasunable toreceive. Hisgreatweakness
andconstant fainting fits are entirely inventions. Isaw Dr. Oec-
carelli yesterday, andhe assuredme thatoldagewasthe only infirmity
theHolyFather wassuffering from. The audiences takeplaceevery
day asusual, andagreatmanypeopleare receivedintheevening."
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