Friday, December 7, 1877.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. .

11

SUBSCRIFTIONS TO TABLET FOR WEEK ENDING DEC. 7.

£ s d,

3Ir, Bhea, Timarg, to Febrnary 24, 1878, s - 012 6
» Butler, Alexandra, to October 24, 1877 e . 012 6
» McDonough, Roxburgh, to October 24, 1876 . 012 6
» Woodhouse, ” to November 1, 1§77 . 117 ¢
n Cormick, o to February 1, 1878 « 1 590
» Barron, Macetown, February 23, 1878 e 066G
» Drummond, Roxburgh, te Pecember 18, 1877 . 1 80
o J. Ford, Invereargill, to Angust 25, 1877 ... e 180
» Jas. Ford, Richmond, to April 6, 1877 - w. 25 0
» A- McInerney, Invercargill, to May 1, 1877 ... 210 0
» A, O'Donchue, Christcharch, to August 24, 1878 e 3 B0
# O'8hea, Taramaki, to November 29, 1877 ... 16 0
- Bhaugnessy, Tauranga, to December 5, 1877 e 150
« Fianigan, Invereargil], to November 8, 1877 w1 5 0

SUBSCRIPTION LIST IN AID OF THE DOMINICAN.
COXVENT.

Collected by Mrs, Brazil :-—M. Brazil, £1 18 0d; F. Pctors,
£1 1s0d ; James Burns, 53 : Michael Maloney, fis; F. Innis, 683 C.
Gallagar, 55; B.LP., 10s; Thomas Aiken. 5s: Peter Bhiels, 10s; W.
Byrnes, 6s; John Hanney, £2 5s; Angns McPhail, 5s; Alexander
McGregor, 25 ; M. Gream, 2s : Thomas Hand, 28 ; Corgrove Bros. is;
Joseph Grely, 25 6d ; Robert Richardson, 2s 6d, Total, £6.

Persons holding lists are requested to return them at onee fo the
Tady Superior. Fresh lists will be fssued after Christmas snd any
dne interested in forwarding the good work may obtain one on appli-
cation. It mnst be remembered that much is still needed to cnable
the building to be cleared of debt and completedl,
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FIAT JUSTITIA.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1877

, 7.

A

OUR POLICY

AND THE NIEWSPAPERS.

—————

UL contemporaries, orat least some of them, are nat
§ &t all satisfied with our policy in reference to the
treatwent of Secularist Members of Parlisment,
and others who have refused justice to Catholic
Hehools. We recommend Catliolics to vote against
these gentlemen at all future clections of Mem-
hers of Parlimnent, no matter who may be their
opponents.  Our reason for this recommendation is obvious,
and has been stated by us again aud again. Experienced
politicians know well the inevitalle result of such a Black
vote, and that & perseverance in such a course can not fail in
the long run to obtain and secure justice to Catholics on the
edueation question.  For this veason the enemies of such
Justice try to intimidate or cajole Catholics so as to befool
them into the adoption of a course of proceeding wlrich would
reduce them 1o the degrading and Duwmiliating position of
being wade the tools of the very men who had spurned and
trampled on them,

Some of our contemporaries threaten ne, saying that a
block vote on aur part will provoke a Wock vote against us. Our
answer is, on the edueation yuestion therehas always heen ablock
vote against us, and always will he, and surely it s not rea-

sonzble to expect ourselves to joln nur enemies in their effarts °

against our<elves.  Dut this is precisely what these contem-
poraries seriously recounnend us to de, or at least are trying to
{righten us inte doing.  Catholies, however, it s to he haped,
il preve to them that they are neither idiots nor cowards,—
neither to be eajoied nor bullied, Our poliey does not attempt
to appeal to the senscless secularist bigots, as it regards these
as simply incorrigible, but lo every intelligent wind, manly
heart, and just-minded man in the commmity.  And we are
thoroughly convineed that an appeal such as this will not,
can not, be in vain, For no wan appeals in vain to the truth
and justice 10 be found i honourable breasts. True. time
may be required to produce the hoped for result ; Iut, at last,
such an appeal n.ust be successful,

One journatist in particalar, not satisfied with this
threat, which he also holds before our affrighted imagination
with a view of inducing ns to give political support to the
men who have laloured xo hard to enslave and degrade us,
assails us alko on the side of our religious instinets and prin-
ciples. We are jnvited 1o wmeditate on the conduct of onr
fathers in the faith, particularly on that of ihe first Christinns,
who permiited themselves to be even slaughtered without
making the leest effort in opposition to the politicians who

persecuted them so horribly. This means, of course, that we
are not acting a Christian’s part if we refuse to vote for
the men in order to secure their return to Parlinment, who
have done their best to rob our children of their faith and
morality, and oursclves of our meney ; who have laboured
hard to drag us bound by a vile educational chain after the
trinmphal chariot of secularism and godlessness.. Unless we
consent to submit to be dragged down to this depth of
infamy, we are not, in the estimation of the contemporary to
whom we allude, true Christians at all, Lut degenerate sons
of meck and truly Christian fathers, who, without a murmur
or an effort, submitted to be despoiled of everything, and then
not only kissed the hands that smote them, but helped them
into positions in which they would have the power to repeat
thelr persecution of themselves and inflict torrible wrongs on
their children,

We know not whether it was really in jest, or in malice,
or in sheer irony, that our contemporary wrote when he
penned the leader to which we refer, but serious he conlid
not have been in asking us to tamely submit to gross in-
justice and vote for the men who had inflicted this injustice
onus, A genuine Christian’s view of his duty, both as a
follower of Christ and a member of the state, differs alto-
gether from that set forth by our contemporary. Some time
ago we were reading the celebrated Dr Newman’s “ History
of the Ariams,” wriitten Dbefore he beeame o Catholie, and we
came across o passage bearing on this subject. It is to be
found in pages 264-5-6 of the third edition, sec. 1, ch, 1.,
and ns it expresses our view in powerful language, we here
give the passage in its entirety,

“ Strietly speaking, the Christian Church, as being a
visible society, is necessarily a political power or party, Tt
may be a party triumphant, or a party under persecution 3 but-
a party it always must be, prior in existence to the civi}
institutions with which it is surrounded, and from its latent
divinity formidable and influential, even to the end of time.
The grant of permaneney was made in the leginning, not to
the mere doctrine of the Gospel, but to the Association iteelf
Luilt wpon the doctrine ; in prediction, not only of the inde-
structibility of Christianity, but of the medium also throngh
which it was to be manifested to the world. ‘Thus the Eccle-
siastical Body is a divinely-appointed means, towards realisin i
the great evangelical lessings,  Christians depart from their
duty. or hecome in an offensive sense political, not when they
act as menihers of one community, but when they de so for
tamporal ends or in an illegal manner ; not when they assamwe
the attitude of a party, but when they split into many. I
. the primiitive believers did not interfore with the acts of the
civil government, it was merely because they had ne eivil
rights enabling them legally to do =0, But where they have
rights. the ense is different ; and the existence of o sveular
spirit is to be ascertained, not by their using these, but their
asing them for ends short of the ends for which they were
given.  Doubtless in eriticising the mode of their exercising
them in a particular case. differences of opinion may fuirly
exist :+ but the principle itself, the duty of using their civil
rigats in the service of religion, is clear’; and since there is a
‘popular misvonception, that Christians, and especially the
. Clergy, as such, have no concern in temporal atfairs, it is
expodient to take every.opportunity of formally denying the
position, and demanding proof of it.  In trath, the Church
was framed for the express purpose of interfeving, or {as
Uirreligious men will say) meddling with the world, It is the
tplain duty of jts members, not only to nssociate internally,
1 hut also to develope that internal union in an external war-
 fare with the spirit of evil, whether in Kings” courts or aulong
*the mixed multitude ; and, if they can do nothing elze, as
least they van suffer for the truth, and remind wmen of it, by
inflicting on them the task of perseention.”

Hetws of the Week.

A RECEPTION of nspirants inte the Sozicty of the Children of
Mary, will take placein 5t Joseph's Chareh, Dunedin, oa Baturday
evening next, Feast of the Immaculate Uonception, ou the conslasion
of Vespers.

THE Briney Frreman's Jowrnal wnderstands, on very pool
. anthority, that His Holiness the Pope bas decided on dividing Re.t-
lancd into five Bishopries, anl the presont Prior of the Benelictine
monastery. Father Jerome Vaughan, O.8.75. Fort Augnstus, is likely
| ta e one of the five Bishaps. The Rev. Father Prior is brother to the
. Archibishap of syduey. amd to she Bishop of Salford, and ueplicd of
the Bishop of Piymouth,
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