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OUR CHINESE IMMIGRANTS.
[ SE—
PROGRESA OF THE CATHOLIC RELIGION 1IN CHINA,
THE Emperor of China has repeatedly issned exterminating edicts
against the Christians. Some yenars ago the English Press published
one these bloody edicts, The English and Americans send mission-
sries to China to convert the heathen Chinese, yet when the
Celestials come to America and these colonies the people are loud in
denouncing their presence, and urge the Government to expel them
or forbid their entrance into the country, The chief reason for this
'ia the alleged immoral and foul habifs of thewe people. But why
don’t the missionaries try to convert them when they do come here
and to America? Oh! convert 2 Chinaman into a decent Christian—
impossible. No use trying, Then hear what the London Press say
about that. The London .1tlas claims great credit for the accuracy
of its intelligence in the foreign news department. Alluding to the
bloody Clinese edict above referred to, the Atlzs writes thus —

* Probably the bloody Chinese barbarian is ignorant that at this
very monient China contains many millions of Christians. They are
all Homan Catholics. And all of them have been reclaimed from
Atheism—for such is the established faith—by the Propaganda
Bociety at Rome.” If the Catholic missionary be' thus far suecessful
in China, why should the conversion of a Chinaman when he comes
to thesc colonies be regarded as a hopeless thing ? I ask you or some
of your readers to say why. Is it because the Chinamen when he
comes bere sees 50 many bad Christians that ke cannot believe their
religion to be true, and may say or think within himself @ Physician
heal thyself,” The Chinesc whom the Roman Catholic missionaries
convert in China are no common Christians, They suffer willingly for
their faith when called on to do so. Their Christianity is more than
skin deep.

The London Atles in the same article from which I made the
Guotation, writes :—— Within the last twenty-five years some thou-
sands of Chinese Christinng disdaining to render the slightest verbal
honour to the abominable faith—if faith it can be called—of the
people bave received the Crown of Martydom. Little as their trials,
their persecutions and sufferings are known to the people of England,
certain it is that their constancy, their heroic sclf-devotion, was
never surpassed in the first ages of the Churel.”

The Chinese who come to these colonies are of the same race with
those who furnish under Catholic teaching in China such exemplary
Christian converts as the -A#las bhas described, and who put to shame
our own cold and worldly Christiznity, I ask again why is it that
our missionaries do not set themselves to convert the Clinese who
come here, instead of the public Press declaiming o loudly against
their views and urging the Government to refuse them admission into
the colony, or to drive them out of it? What a tale of Christian
depravity and selfishness must these Chinamen have to recite to their
Pagan countrymen if they ever return among them,

The Chinese Emperor in his edict warns lis people that they
do not know what the Christian religion means, or what is its roal
character.  But he knows, and will tell them. It is, he says, a re-
ligion which corrupts men's morals by depraving their heart, He
must have had some strong reason to say so. He prebably jndged of
its character and tendency by witnessing the conduct of bad Christians,
By the Christian religion he possibly meant that form of it known as
Protestantism, which he said was patronised by the powerful Govern-
ments of England and America, What wonder if he formed a bad
opinion of Christinnily judged from a Protestant point of view, and
regarde ! £ as cnding to foment cvil passions, especially lust and an
insatiable greed.  Dhd not Luther himself describe Protestantism at
its very birth as the source of the very same evil passions. The
Catholic converts who gave such strong proof of their heroic con-
Btancy were not likely to viclate the precepts of Christ Ly immoral
coaduct,

Alluding to the eruel sufferings of the Chinese Catholic converts,
the London .irls continues—* Melancholy therefore as is the ediet in
question, we arc not hopeless of the result.  The good seed has been
aown, and the good cause, whatever the obstacles with which it may
have to contend. will witimately trivmph” True and a glorious
triwmph for the Catholic Church 1t will be when she receives into her
communion <o populous and interesting a nation as China. What a
happy thing it would be were the editors of all the English Protos-
tant newspapers to write as the Atles has done—in the above quo-
tations—on subjects affecting the foreign missions of the Catholie
Church. He wnites like a Cntbolie.  The Chinese edict reforred to
by the _1#las is indeed a most Dloody one, and in the main, abswunl as
well as bloody. Vet it contains some grains of sense, The Chinese
aze o fools.  The Celestial monarch reminds his subjects that ignor-
%::.L‘%coplc readily allow themselves to be deceived ; and that it is
hard to instruct or convinee an ignorant man when his ignorance is
associated with prejudice,  Involuntary ignerance deserves pity ; hut
perverse ignorance is criminal. It oceurs to me very forcibly that
these judicions remarks apply cxmetly to a great number of our
Protestant friends in the Cbristian land, and to His Celestial Majesty
bimself. They are ignorant of Catholic tenets: or what is WOIsC,
know them only so far as to misumlerstand them, They suffer them-
sclves to be deccived.  Their ignorance is nnited with the strongest
prejudice. How then can they be instrocted or convinced ?

The 1tlas describes the manner in which the Catholic missionary
in China proceeds in his labours. He does not like his Irotestant
fellow-labourer live daintily in some safe place on the const with
Lis wife and babies, and send his bibles and tracts intu the interior,
The .Atlas tells us:—*The Roman Catholic missionary in China
mixes with the people ; frequents the houses of those in whom he ean
confide; explains to them the doctrines and duties of Christianity,
and conducts himself with so much cantion as not to alann the
authorities, Some of the Mandarins and local Judges are membars
of his flock. ¥rom them therefore be has nothing to fear. Hven
those who suspect his purpose and are hostile to it will not proceed
against him till formally brought before the judicial tribune. ‘Fhen
indeed be has no hope of mercy, if it can be proved that he proached
the Christian doetrine, and be refuse to acknowldge the religion of the
country, such as it is, he is immediately put to death,”

There was some years ago a powerful sect in China called “ Taip-
ings,” They had got hold of some scraps of Christinnity from the
Protestant missionaries and the bible, and great hopes were enter-
tained by the Protestant religions world that they wonld Protestantise
Chins as they were a numerous and active clase. But iv turned ont
that they were rebels—Chinese Hauhans, if I do not mistake—and
they gave the Chincse Government as much bother as our Maori
Hauhaus gave the British Government in New Zealand. Their creed,
like that of cur Hauhaus, was a compound of Judaism, Christianity,
and Paganism, It was probably in reference to Christians of that
tlass that the Chinese Emperor described Christianity s corrpting
the morals by depraving the heart of the people. We thus see that
Protestantism foments sedition and treason in all countries. The
Chief Maori rebels here were converts to Protestantism, and unhappily
seduced some of their Catholic neighbours. The Taipings no doubt
used the bible, a3 W, Thomson used it, to juatify their rebellion,— Vide
Gorst's “ Maori King,”
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CATHOLICITY IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF TUAM.

_._._—_...._*—.._

A COBRESPONDENT of the Dublin Freeman, writes -—The venerable
Metropolitan of the West, Most. Rev. Dr. M‘Hale, has just returned to
Bt. Jarlath's after & lengthened and laborious Confimation tour over
the wildest and most western portion of his extensive dioccse. He
haa visited the deaneries of Ballinrobe, Clifden, and Connemara dis-
tricts of Tuam, administering in his course the sacrament of Confir-
mation to 2,000 persons, aud travelling more than 200 miles. In his
Grace the vigour of youth appears to add its freshness to a glorious
ald age; labours of the confessional, toils of travel, from which
younger persons might be inclined to recoil, were borne by his Grace
with a prompt willingness that by the lustre of its example to the
pricsts of the districts visited helped to impart a livelier glow to zeal
that was already fervent, and spur energies that were already aroused.
It wus truly edifying to witness the frequent crowds gathered from
many a mountain valley and ragged hillside of Connemara to greet
taecir beloved Archbishop, whose hand had been so often raised to
help them. It was almost a reward of the long, glorious, and event-
ful war he waged in the kindred interests of faith and fatherland to
experi¢uce the grateful love shown to him by the people of Conne-
mara. They remembered well that it was he who had cheered them
ou in the days of gloom and sorrow, who had encouraged them to
hope for a bright prospect when the horizon was all dark, and they
knew that cforts of genins and patriotism had helped very much to
realise that hope.  On Sunday weck he arrived at Clonbur, a pretty
village that lics in the bhosom of a well-wooded valley on the shores
of Longh Mask ; Benleve, with its frowning crest, arose in the rear
-—a meet sentinel of his giant brethren further west. Thenee his
road lay slong the valley of Maam, where the Corrib first swells into
a lake; by the Joyce country hills, from which a hundred silver-
erested torrents were rolling ; by Muilren, the monarck of westorn
mountaing, from whose hoary brow ihe veil of mist is seldum re-
moved ; by Kylemore, the princely seat of Mr, Henry, where nature
aided by her hand-maiden art, has done so much to treat the traveller
to a vision of beauty that the memory must love te recall ; on to
Renvyle—a distance in one day of thirty miles, Confirmation was,
administered by his Grace in the parishes of Clonbur, Ballinakill,
Roundstone, Carna. Killeen ; and on Sunday evening last he set oub
for Arran, although at the time the sca was “white with the foam of
its wrath,” and the deck was often washed with spray, making the
passage as disagrecable as a sea passage might be ; but he could not
disappoint the hopes of the people of Arran to see their Archbishop
among them, and right royally they received him. A hundred boats,
gay with many a pendent bearing scrolls and deviees, strange and
pew, but religions and national, came to the island to act as a convoy
of honor ; but the bravest greeting of all was given by a flect of
canoes, rowed by the stalwart sons of Arran.  The sea, angered into
foam by the rapid beat of the oars, reminded one of the vivid picture
of Claudian, in which he describes how the seas of Britain were
agitated by the invading squadrons of Irish.

THE RUSSIAN BAYONET.
—_———

Tue following extract from a letter printed by the Times from its
correspondent at Loftcha deserves peneral attention, It sbhould be
borne in mind that its writer admits to being under great obligations
to Prince Meretinsky, and is obviously Russian in his sympathics,
He is therefore the better witness to the facts whick he records :

“Leaving the redoubt, I rode along the ridge where the Turks
had retreated. The ground was strewn with Turks, with here and
there a dead Russian, I eaw several Moslem bodies bared on the
breast, in which were three or four bayonet stabs. They had been
shot first and then bayoneted.  Sumie of them had their brains blown
out.  Consequently the bayonet wounds were entirely superfluous, I
had expected this all along the western line, where the Russian
soldiers knew of the inhuman treatment of their wounded comrades
in front of Plevna.”

We bave hore unagsailable testimony to the Russian treatment of
the wounded and captured. What this correspondent savw was
simply the result of a wassacre of disabled and overpowered Turkish
soldiers.  We wonder whether, when the next of these * breaches of
the Geneva Convention ™ oceurs on the other side, the Turks will also
find some thoughtful advocate to say that it is * what he expected,”
as the Turkish soldiers “knew of the inhuman treatment of their
wounded comrades ™ at Loftcha. But in the Russian case, at any
rate, the excuse is superfluons.  The Russian troops are only doing in
Bulgaria what we know they did in the Crimea : and what provoca-
tion had they there? what inmhuman conduct on the part of their
enemy to avenge?  Burely it is time for their sympathisers to admit
what is so abundantly evident—that this is the ordinary Russian
maole of fighting, the mode natural to a barbarous race, such as, under

their vencer of ecivilization, the Russians still are~—Pall Mall
Gazette,



