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be found once more in the camp of the Liberals, amongst the most
carnest votaries of the “ Philosophy of the Future.”

Or all the gods we should have thought the least likely to be in.
vukcc_‘i for purposcs of State wonld have DLeen Bacchus, Neverthe-
}ess, if report speak true, it would scem that we bave been dull-witted
in the matter, for amengst the tittle-tattle of the colony it Tuns that
the “sweet poison of misnsed wine ” hias been called into play in order
to sceure thc_! trinmph of 2 cortain party in our august ™ House of
Repl‘?sentatlvcs. The fact, if fact it be, is far from inspiriting, That
consttutencies should be represented by men of inferior intellect
or t, motives of sclf-interest should seem 1o guide hon, members in
f-_helr political life, is a source of dissatisfaction, and cven of humilia-
Hom, but .that open viec should ke enlisted as the means of influencing
thc. Parliamentary vote, is a matter that should rouse the indig-
mation of the whole country, and which, if it be not warmly con-
den}ned everywhere, is sufficent to bring into discredit throughout
thecivilized world, the colony in which it is suffered to go unchal-
lenged. But as for the offending partics—the one can only inspire all
ll'onest men with the disgust that addiction to the immoderate use of
]:quor'must everywhere awaken ; more esperially whete it is found in
the midst of surronndings that aggravate its impropriety by calling
for something of more than average worth to sustain the character
Tequired by them.  To the incbriate we must needs accord contem)H,
but contempt tempered by the pity that victims to the woakness of
human nature demand from us.

“* And they—so perfoet is their misery-—

Not onee pereeive their foul disfigurement.”

But what shall we say of the pander who ministers to vice in order to
pl‘o!it by it? We do not know of any term oo strong, or of any com.
barison too gross, to apply to him. It is cortain that any we should
Judge suited for admission into our columns weuld but weakly fit the
ease, .aml we therefore dispense with such altogether. It, however,
remains for the people of New Zealand 'to sy if they will consent
again to expose themselves to the risk of being so insulted, for an
insult is offered to them in the introduction of such an element into
the transaction of the husiness of the country—or even what protends
to be its transaction. Bhould the electors not combing to keep out of
Parlinment indefinitely the members of that party against which this
accusation has been brought, they will descrve that habitually the
government of their country may reckon amongst its motives of
action the influence that goided #the rout that made the Lideons
roar,” or anything clse unworthy and destructive.

THE meeting held at the Temperance Hall, Dunedin, on Tucsday
cvening last, was one that ought to mect with the consideration of
the powers that be, and to exercise duc woight on the outcome of the
present uohappy political situation. The speakers kept close by their
themes, and the moderation and carnestness of their tones bespoke
the utterance of penuine convietions, It is, indeed, evident that the
contest that has been going on at Wellington has been watched with
breathless infercst by the country, and the Atkinson party gravely
deceive themselves if the hieat of combat, or any other cause, has so
blinded them to the state of things withont the Homse as to lead them
to believe, that were they restored to-morrow to offiee, the temper of
the constituencies would long suffer them to continue there, It is
hot necessary that we should quote from the specches made. They
were but more copions statements of views similar to those that we
have already put forward in our columns, The necessity of according
to the present ministry a fair trial, with the advantages to be almost
certainly derived from this ; confidence in the proved abilities of Sir
George Grey, who had, morcover, received fresh testimony to his
sterling worth from the recent unscrupulons attack made upon him
in the House ; a profound mistrust of the late ministry based upon a
long experience of their principles and practice, together with a per-
suasion that the country saw the nced of the change that las taken

nace, and further desired a dissolution in order that an epportunity
wight be afforded of confirming it ; such were the principal points
discussied.  There fs no need to study Burke now-a-days in order to
learn that the age of chivalry has long since passed away. The fact
is cvident to the most superficinl observer, nor shonld we attempt
to perpetrate an anachronism that might lay us open to the charge of
absurdity, were we not emboldened by the example of Major Atkin.
#on to do 50, in order that we may try the “ T'u guogue ™ line of argu-
ment on the ex-Premier, He, them, who was 'prompt to wrge the
elaims of ceremony on Bir George Grey should surely, now that the
opportunity offers, avail himsclf of it to display & regard for
honour aud repatation, It lus for some time been clear from remarks
made in the ITouse, as well as from statements appearing in the Press,
that the administration of the hon. member Jabours under sinister
suspicions ; and we gather from certain ntterances made at the meet-
ing of which we treat that sue » suspicions are general. Let the
Major thercfore, for Lis own sake cfrain from his factions opposition,
at least until the Ministry he op .uscs has had full thme for a thovough
investigation of the departments so long controlled by him. Should
nothing then e discovered that ineapacity is not suflicicnt to account

for, he may again comé forward and renew the fight free from all
shadow of reproach, But the age of chivalry is past, and were it not
80, Major Atkineon, we fancy, is one of those who wonld honour its
usages chiefly by enjoiningtheir ocbservance on others—more especially
if it were possible that he himself might profit Ly such au obsorvance.
As to the opinivn expressed by one of ihe speakers that the Governor
will probably refuse to grant n dissolution, we do not think it likely
to prove well gromnded.  Up to within the last few days, we confess
that we ourselves cntertained a similar opinion, but, addicted as His
Tixcellency bas shown himself to be to strong and mnexpected
measures, we ¢do not think that even he will care to offer direct vio-
lence to the expressed determination of the country,  The alternatives,
8.8 sowmcttre ou se ddmettre)” might perchance prove of wider ap-
plication than that for which they were submitted by M. Gambetta,

THE FASTEST RAILROAD TIME ON RECORD,
—_——

THERE was only one stop in one hundred and eleven miles that
separates 8t. Thomas from Amberstburgh on the Canada Sowthern
Railrond.  The engineer, Macomber, was surrounded by an admiring
throng, and passengers and railroaders commented on the handsome
appearance of his iron steed. The stenm guage just before starting
showed a prossure of cighty-five pounds, a moderate figure for a loco-
motive. Conductor Crawford sang out % All aboard [ " and the special
train with Bishop Borgess on board pulled out from 8t Thomas at
5.27 pm. A grand hurrab from the platform signalled the departure,

Once the bridge was cleared Macomber “let her out.,”  Bishop
Borgess in the palace-car, after receiving the salutations of the gentle.
men of the party, sat down, and dinner was served to him and his
travelling companions upon a small table. No oue noticed any par-
ticular motion in the car. There was no disarrangement of the
dishes, crowded and small as was the table. The bwm of the train
was somewhat sharper than usual, and the rushing air against the
windows sounded like the sweeping of arain-storm. Otherwise there
was 1o indication of nnusual speed to a person in the car.

Presently watches were taken out and obscrvations made. The
reverend clergy, as well as the more worldly laity, became inkers
ested.

“ A mile in sixty scconds | cjaculated one.

Bhortly after— A mile in fifty-cight scconds !

Again— A mile in fifty-seven sceonds ! 7 and the enthusiastic
Frank Morgan, with a cheer that intensified the excitement, an-
nounced that his stop-watch marked but fifty-five seconds to the
mile,

Before one coukl point out an object it had vanished, Before a
question counld be asked and answered a mile had sped ; five miles
were traversed in the interval while digars were handed around and
lighted by as many men, A flock of blackbirds flying toward the
west with all their flectness in cleaving the air, were soon left hehind
and lost to view.,

The wires on the telegraph poles swang up and down from ihe
maovement of the train.  The bushes en the side of the ditehes shook
as if swept by a harricane, and the inll and gaudy yellow coxcombs
that prew heside the fences bent to the ground in s scemingly over-
powering desire to get loose from the eprth and follow the 1ushing
train.  The dust from newly ballasted portions of the track and the
chips and leaves rose up ficveely against the force of gravitation and
whirled and gyrated like vapory clouds in a terpest, A thin tine of
smoke stretched interminably in the distance. The impetus of the
train increased ; the vehemence with which it roshed forward ereated
& vaeunm that apparently teok nature seie seconds to overcome, and
the spirits of the passengers were exhilarated by the uuprecedented
speed at which they moved throngh space.

A side-track passenger-train saluted ws with cheers and locomo-
motive whistles. Neither was hicard ; before the sound could reach
the enrs of the passengers in the special it was beyoned hearing. One
conld see the rushing steam and the waving of handkerchiefs, Frain
Despatcher Noble veported that six miles between Highwood and
Ridgeton were made in five minutes; the fifty-seven miles between
B, Thomas and Chaving Cross were made in fifty-six and a-half
minutes. A halt at Charing Cross of four minutes for water, and
then on again with the same overpowering velocity, But go as fast
as it might, the Canada Bouthern train could not overtake the sun;
it sank, and nightfall came on. Then conld be scen the work of the
fireman, Each fime he opencd the furnace a volume of sparks shot
out, and the trailing fire came down upon the track like the pyrotech-
nics of an aerial mine.

Finally, & sharp twist that sent the standing passengers over to
the right, and divectly another that sent them in the other dircetion
and the yard of Amberstburgh Btation was reacked. .

Huzrah ! One hundred and eleven miles in one hundred and nine
minntes! The fastest ime in America—Dbeating by three minutes the
remarkable run of Vanderbilt's special train—Detroit Free Dress,
September 14,

AX cxtraordinary disclosure was made at a recent weckly meet-
ing of the Waterford Board of Guardiaus, Mr. Ryan, master, re-
ported that on a certain doy a Lenden relieving officer arrived st the
workhonse in charge of & woman named Devlio, It appeared from
the master’s statement that the woman Devlin was Lorn in Water-
ford, and when three years of age she proceeded with her parents to
London ; she got married there, and wninterruptedly lived there for
fifty years, when she beeame destitnte. On applying for Poor Law
relief she was kept for fonrteen days, and in a wickly state sout over
to Waterford, where she was born. The guardians expressed them-
selves strongly on the law ihat would sanction such a thing, and
adopted a resolution calling on the eity members to Inine 1he matter
before the Honse of Commons, and fe solicit the support of the Iiish
purty in the matter,



