" Friday, October 19, 1877,

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. 9

WILLIAM COBBET AND HIS HOQLINESS
PIUS VIII,

WiLLIAM CoOBBET dedicated his celebrated “History of the English
Reformation™ to His Holiness Pope Pins VIIL

The following is the dedieation which was wiitten in manuseript

‘in the copy of the book sent to His Holiness by Mr Cobheot :—
“To his Holiness Pope Pius VIII,

“The present head of that most holy Chnrch—under the influence
of which England enjoyed so many days of plenty peace, happiness,
and renown—this new edition of the History of the Protestant Refor-
mation is dedicated by, and in the handwrifing of His Holiness' most
obedient-and most hurmble servant, “WnM. CorgET.”

The clergyman who forwarded this dedication to the magazine
from which I copy it mentions that Mr Cobbet prefixed to some other
copies of the “ History,” the same manuseript dedication, one of which
was in his possession. He adds, in forwarding this interesting docu-
ment. “ One can only regret that a man professing such respect for
the Head of the Holy Catholic Church, and baaring such honourable
testimany to the blessed fruits derived by this country from the influ-
ence of the Catholic religion should have refused or neglected to
embrace and practice its doctrines and precepts.”  To me it seemsnot
only amatter of regret, but of surprize, not to say mystery, that Mr
Cobhet should never have embraced the Catholic religion but lived and
died, so far as we kuow, a member of that Church wlich he represenied
a8 having been cstablished by such impropoer, or rather wicked means,
and whose ministers were, in his view, anything but a blessing to
England. But such is the inconsisteney of human nature. It must
be noticed that Mr Cobhet never, so far as I remember, GXPIOSses any
opinion on theologieal questions in the course of his history. Hekeeps
to historieal facts and the common principles of justice, and shows
bow inimical the Protestant system has proved to the comfort, happi-
ness, unity and reputation of the people of England. Itisa practical
book, and places in the clearest possible light the misehief the Refor-
mation has worked to the bumblest ranks of Englishmen, the
destitnte espeeially, I think you could not do a better service to the
Catholic eause than give now and then short extracts from My Cobbet's
celebrated “ History of the Reformation.”

Englishmen are apt to forget those things conmected with the
Reformation which My Cobbet has placed in the cloavest light hefore
them, showing the loss they sustained when they madly rejected the
Catholic faith, or rather tamely suffered themsclves to he robbed of
it, for the benefit of a sclfish party, who seized the possessions of the
Catholic Churek, and now hold them.

A ——————

CAN THIE NORTH POLE BE REACHED?
—’_—_
A N Y. Iepald reporter last week interviewed Mr., Charles E. Hodson,
who accompanied Captain Nares on the recent British expedition in
quest of the North Pole.  Prior to his visits to the Avetie seas, he had
already travelled over almost every portion of the world,

“ Well, sir, how (id yon find life in the Northoin ice! ™ askod the
Teporter.

* The cffect of the intense cold was not very inconvenient, We
stood 100 deg. below freexing point withont trouble. We reached our
highest latitude in 82 deg, north, But T should tay the sledge partics
were as high north as 83 deg. 20 min,”

* How did you find the work of the American cxplorers Hayes,
Hall, Kane, and others 1

“T disagree with the unfavourable criticisms that have boen made
on the coast line surveys of Dr. Hayes, as others of the expedition do
likewise. I counsider that with the resonrces at his eommand Dr.
Hayces did very accurate and valnable work. You will remember that
our expedition was ou a large seale, costing the British Government
500,000dols, We had two ships, each of 00 tons, the Alert and Dis-
-covery, manned by 120 skilled and sclected Artie scamen,”

“ And the results of the expedition !

“T considler the results as very valuable from a sefentific stand-
point. Our work was done in great detail,  We made extensive col-
Jections of plants, many of them never before scen. ¥ had the honor
1o discover myself the thickest scam of conl in the world in Iatitude
8ldeg. Himin. We did not find the oper Polar Sca, but we did find a
paleeochrystic sea—that is, a sea of ancient ice. OQur work in the
Arctic regions covered a period of fifteen months, and when we found
ihat tie land terminated between the cighty-sceond and cighty-third
parailel, we knew then that to reach the Pole was impossible, The
Turthest reach of our vision to northward cisclosed a perfcet scn of
floebergs—that was as near as we saw to the Pole,”

“How do you nccomnt for Hayes' open Polar Sea ™'

“We didn't find it. Where Hayes saw it there was nothing bat
But then, you know, the season may have been different thon.”
“ Do you think, Mr, Hodson, that the Polc ean be reached by way

of Smith's Bound 2 *

“Ido not, decidedly, and beeause the nature of the jee is s0
heavy that sledging will never be made practicable for any long dis-
tance. Two miles a day was good progress for Markham’s party, and
thus, you see, to travel four bundred miles and hack would take four
handred days, a period for whicl it is impossible to carry supe
plies. And besides, yon cammaot travel in the wintor at all,”
¥ What do you thiuk, then, of Captain Howpate's plan, and the
sailing of Captain Tyson for the Arctic?

“ I shoutd be sorry, indeed, to say anything to discourage Captain
Howgate or the promoters of his cxpedition, for he has been very
civil to me; Yot I mustdeelare it as niy candid opinion that the whole
project is chimerical. Surely, what Great Britian cowld not accom-
plish with balf a million of money, and {wo large ships, and old
Arctie navigators, can bardly be achieved by the small force which
Captain Howgate intends to take to the North, Dut T believe that
the Captain has o theory that there nre enrrents leading directly to
the Pale. Of course we explorers. like doctors, differ ; and T ouly
hope Captain Howgate may be right, and succeed in planting the
American flag on the very axis of the carth,”

ice.

“ How were the Englicsh satisfied with your expedition, taken as
whole?” .

i At first thoy were in ecstacies, and afterward in high dudgeon.
They were particnlarly savage about the scurvy and the disuse of
limejuice on the sledze-journeys, I think it will be many a long year
before England will fit out another expedition. From a sanitary view
we were unusunlly successful. 'We only lost fonr men out of one
hundred and twenty, Bt a good many were on the sick list from
the steam generated by cooking, condensing, and ,formm g ice on the
ceilings, then melting and dripping into the men's hammocks, '1_'he
worst evil that happened was wholesale hydrophobia, which attrcked
our dogs, causing us to lose thirty of them—more than one-half of onr
entire stock. We bad no serious quarrels during the expedition. The
men were all actively employed in various amuscments. We built =
mammoth ice theatre, sixty feet long and thirty feet broad, with
stage, green-roows, and anditorium—the largest ice theatr(i ever built,
We published & weekly newspaper, ealled the Diseovery Nens, which
was printed by a man who couldn't spell ; 8o we gave hl,s’rn a pro-
nourcing dictionary, and his spelling grew infinitely worse.”

“ Have you any theory as to the hest way to t'he‘Polc ! .

“ None whatever. I regard it as unattainable with all the appli-
anees now known. When the era of fiying machines comes perhaps
some daring man may reach the Ultima Thule” .

The reporter here thanked Mr. Hodson for hiy frank oxpressions,
and withdrew.

FUTURE SCHOOLS.
—_——————
THE Bowen Education Act, notwithstanding the paring and pruning
in committee, is simply a copy of the Act now in force in \"1'(:‘t01'1a,
except a few trifling differcnces rendered neccessary by the circnm-
stances of the two countrics, Both Acts are the same in their in~
instice and intolerance towards Catholics.

The Hon, Mr. Bowen and his supporters may fecl glad for the
framing and passing of such a law in this country ; they can congra-
late themselves nlso for having paid but little attention to the remon-
strances of a large portion of the community ; and no doubt they ex-
peet Catholics will not be unmindful of the measnre of hbcralllt’y
extended to them, although it is o liberality that offers no alternative
but to struggle through a new scason of hardship. ' .

For the past month the views aud opinions of Catholics have
been before every eye, in THE TABLET, the .lwekland Iferald, andd
Wedlington Post, &o., 9o that no sort of ignorance or Iack qf informd-
tion ean at all be pleaded in the matter, and yet the result is, that the
State will grant about £200,000 yearly for the engonvagement of sceu-
lar knowledge, but any standard of secular knowledge imparted by
Catholic schools wiil not entitle them fo the slightest recognition.

This injustice s past argument, and were it not that no species
of injustice is altogther everlasting, it would be nseless business to he
arguing or agitating any more on 80 plaiu a point. ]

Deferred hopes make the keart sick : Catholies ean Took nowhere
now for support for their schools but to themsclves ; and the great
difientties in their way, incidental to a new and sparsely-populated
colony, make the prospeet of so serions an nndertaking to be a dreary
one—and one from which there is no possibility of escape if faithfak
to their opinions, It is time to stop “ boping, ~ call into action alk
resources, and begin the ‘contest against the new Eah.lcatlou Act.
Catholic schools and tenchers mmst not be inferior to Btate schools
and teachers, and, as n consennence, Catholics must pay their teachers as
good salaries as the Govermment pay theirs ; and even then the greater
scoeurity of Government service cannot be overlooked. :llns is the
magnitude of the task imposed by conscicnee upon Catholies, and the
Bowen Act will put to test whether atter all we cmot make our eon-
seiences subserve to our pockets, and live like other people whose
purse is more inviolable and saercd than their conscience.

As Catholics must reject the Ednceation Act, and maiutain schc?ols
of their choice, it is necessary that that there shonld be an organisa-
tion. and the Liverpoul or the London Boards wonld he _&'oqd _mudc]s
to follow. Ii we ave seriowsly to reject the Education Act, it is abso-
lutely meces-ary for the Catholies of New Zealand, clerieal and lay, to
form such an organisation.

Auckland, 2nd Octobier, Fiprria,

CAPTAIN KNIDDS TREASURE,
—_—————————

A BOUTHAMPTON, L. L. letter says :—¢ Kidd, the pirnte, on his way
from the West Indies to Boston, anchored in Gardiner's Bay in 1698,
He landed o the isloud, and huried 2 box of gold, silver. and precious
stones.  Gardiner was cutrusted with the seeret, and Lis life was to
answer for its wafety, In July, 1649, when Kidd was captured, an
acconnt of the deposit was found in o memorandum book, and a com-
mission was sent to sceure the treasure.  Kidd was exconted in May,
1701, and when Gardiner learned that his life was safe, and his plan-
tation not likely to be pressed by the foot of the notortons frechooter,
he revealed the place where the treasure was buried, The commission .
conveyed it to Boston.  Among the papers of John L. Gardiner was
fomnd a memorandnm and receipt of the treasure, as follows :

Three bags of gold dust, containing 136 ounces : two bags of gold
hars, containing H(1 owvnees ; oue hay of coined gold, 11 ounces ; one
bag of coined silver, 12 ounces ; one bag of broken silver. 173 onnees ;
two bags of silver bars, 521 ounces ; one dozen silver Dbattous, and one
Inmp, 29 ounces; one bag, coutaining three silver rings, and sundry
preeious stones, 4 cunces ; one bag contained one picee of Bristol and
Begvar stones, two carnelian rings, two small ngates, and two amethysts,
this is but a pat of the property weoverad,  The whole memoranda
covered thirteen sheets of paper, most of which have been Tost,

e eret———— —— ]

Mrsses RopINsoN & RAYMOXD, Dentists, have opened an estab-
lislunent in George Btreet, Dunedin, ~ The method followed by thene
will be found mgst effectual in all ailments connected with the teeth.
and their scale of fees—which will be found in anothor eolumn—is
extremely moderate,



