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During theBittingof the lastDistrict Courthere,acertainCatholicgentleman wasaskedto give evidence inreference toa case, Scott
v.Hall. The gentleman in questiondeclined to take an oathbykissing aProtestantBible,therebeingnoother there,butexpressed
his willingness to swear should they provide him witha Catholic
one. Ihe Judge (Harvey)refused,ofcourse,to takehis evidence.At thenextWarden's Court, Mr.Johnston requestedtoknowiftheR.M.wouldsee thataDouayversion, for theuse ofCatholicsixW 'It?** be.Poured Mr. Stratford replied that he would com-ing.*te with Governmentin order to procure a DouayBible foreachCourtover whichhepresided.

Itseems strange thatanothergentlemanof the longrobe who
enjoys thehonourof pleading in the same Court andprofessing
himself to be aCatholic,would have allowed such an opportunity
to pass withoutturning ittoaccount. Yet, no!Butso it is;weinvariablyreceive more courtesy and justice from honest Protes-tants than from these wishy-washyhalf-and-halfs.

August, 1877. Subscriber.

MEETING AT NAPIER.
(From the Hawke'sBay Herald,24th tilt.)

A largely attendedmeeting of Catholics washeldlast evening intheschoolroom todiscuss the effect upon the Catholic body of the
EducationBillnowbefore the Assembly. The meeting was called
for half-pastseven,but it was considerably past eight o'clock be-
fore the proceedings commenced.

The Rev.Father Forrest having been votedto the chair,he
expressedhimself veryhappy tosee so largeanumber of Catholics
assembled on the occasion. They wereno doubt aware that they
had met todiscuss theEducationBillthatwasbefore theAssembly.
The Bill contained,according to the opinionsof Catholics, several
clauses that werenot acceptableto them. Those clauses would be
examined by the several speakerswho would address the meeting■with the view of eliciting the opinionof those present. His (theChairman's) own opinion was that in several respects there werepointsin thebill whichcouldnot be acceptabletoCatholics. First,
therewas the readingof the Bible and theprayer. Secondly, there
■was the fact that Catholics couldnot attend those schools,and yet
they wouldhave to pay capitation rates and support their own
schools besides, which was veryunjust. Thirdly, there was the
question as tothe booksusedin the schools. These, insuchschools
as werenot in connection with the Catholic body,might be suchthat should not beput in the hands of Catholic children. What
was desired was that the Governmentwould grant the Catholics
freedom as to teachers and schools where Catholics could establish
schools. In places where Catholics could not have their ownschools,of course the childrenwould have toattendpublic schools.
Butthe booksshould not besuch as were contrary to the Catholicfaith. Those schools shouldbeentirely secular.

Mr. Lee moved,
Thatthe proposed EducationBill would,ifpassed in its present shape,inflictgreat hardshipon the Catholics, who would, in order to secure the religious educa-tion of theirchildren,be obliged to supporttheir own schools,andalso be cimpelledto contiibute towards the supportof thepublicschools from whichthey couldderivenobeueflt.

He thought they wereentitledto be heard on that question, as,
lookingat the report of the Inspectorof Schools,it would be foundthat theCatholic schoolshadone-fifthof the school attendanceoftheprovince. Thatshowed,atall events, thatCatholics did some-thing in the causeofeducation. Itwasnot his intention to gointothe questionin arabid manner,nor to show anyunreasoning hos-
tility to thebill. Indeed, he wouldfreely admit that if there -wereno Catholicsin the colony tobe affected by it, the measure wasverywelldrawn, and showed that itemanated from persons whohadexperienceof the subject in the southern part of the colony,and also inother parts of the world. But there werepartsof thebill that wereobjectionable toCatholics. Itprovidedfor the esta-blishmentof public schools, but there was no provision for any
otherkind. Ihe position they (the Catholics) would be inwouldthereforebe that they would have tosupport their ownschools un-aided, and would have to paybesides acapitation rate of 10s. forPj^ryCatholic child (except where there weremore than four ina
family). Persons might be exemptfrompaymentof thecapitation
rate by obtaininga certificate that the children were attendingschool otherwise than at the public school;butitmight beper-fectly impossible toget suchacertificate, becanse it could only begrantedby teachers of schools approved for that purpose by theBoardof Education. He would now read to the meetinga letterwrittenby Bishop Redwood,and which approached the questioninacalm and fair manner. Itwas addressedto the editorof the NewZealand Times, and was as follows:— [As we have already given a
report of His Lordship'sadmirable speech subsequently deliveredon the subject,itis not necessary thatwe should insert the letterreferred to.— Ed. N.Z. 1ablrt.]-'Jhat contained their (the Ca-tholics') views, and they were views which sometime ago had beenput inthe form of apetition to theProvincial Council, when it wasthought thatthe system of education existinginHawke's Bay was
going tobeutterly swept away— but it was not. He would nowmovethe resolutionhe had read. (Applause.)

TheRev.FatherKerriganseconded the resolution. Hesaid
that what the Catholics wanted was to be left to educate the
childrenof their communi(y themselves. It hadbeensaid by an
English statesman,LordBeaconsfield,that there was a great diffi-culty ineducating the Catholics, and thatthe only wayout of thedifficulty was toaccede to their wishes and letthem conduct their
educationaccording to their religious views on the subject. HehopedtheGovernmentof this colony would,in likemanner,accedeto thenot unreasonabledemandsof the Catholics. Nowthat liberty

toCatholicshad been so much extended in England that it hadevenreceivedpraise from the SovereignPontiff,it wouldsurely not
be restrictedhere. The Catholics only asked for a fairshareofpublic money,and were always willing to accede toall others thesame liberty as theyasked for themselves. (Applause.)

The resolution was then put to the meeting and carriedunanimously.
Mr.Reardenmovedthe second resolutionas follows:

—
That the Education Act ofHawke's Bayunder"which Government aid isgivento denominational schools, whichgive a sufficient amount of secular instruction tosatisfy the inspector,has been in force for many years;that such Acthas givengeneral satisfaction,and under it both common aud denominational school* havebeen treated withequal justice,and that there is noreason why anActBtmilar inprincipleshould not be broughtiuto force for the whole colony.

Hesaid that the Act under which they had been workinggavesatisfactiononall sides. Itgavesatisfaction tothe schools, to thecommunities, to the inspector,and to theBoard ofEducation. In-deed,it wouldhavebeen awonder if under it therehadbeen anybickering. Allhad workedharmoniously for the commongood. AlltheCatholics wantedwas equal justice
—

the sameshareas othersfrom thepublic funds. He recollected when thelate Sir DonaldM'Leanvisited the schools, bothof them beingonthe hillat thattime, hesaid that the Catholic schools wereagratificationtohimandasatisfactionto the colony. Mr.Ormondalsohadgivenpraise
to the Catholic schools of the province. Neither of them wereCatholics, and so their opinion should carry great weight. Mr.Colen9oalso hadexpressedhimself inhighly favourableterms inre-gardto theCatholicschools. The schools, then,beingso satisfactory,
there waseveryreasonforcontending thattheyshouldbecontinued.As to theirbeing called denominational, that could scarcely be sowhen the doors wereopen toall denominations,whether they wereable topay or not. (Hear, hear.) That was truly colonial edu-cation. (Applause.) If the Assembly couldbe inducedtoshapethe Bill so as tomake it something like the Hawke'sBay Act,it
wouldbe doingagreatdeal for the peace,harmony,andprosperity
of New Zealand. (Applause.)

Mr.Malcomseconded the resolution.
TheChairman said that on one occasion the late SirDonaldM'Leanhad remarked thatheapprovedso much of the EducationActof Hawke'sBay, thathe would dohis best tohave it taken as

amodelof anAct to apply to the wholeof the colony.
The resolution was then put to the meeting and carriedunanimously.
Mr.Bowerman moved,
That the teachers or managers of privateschools shouldhave arightto claimthe inspectionof the Government Inspector,aud that upon the inspection beingsatisfactory, such teachers should be authorised to give certificates of exemptloufrom paymentof capitationrates and from attendance at publicschools.

If therequest, hesaid, made in the previous resolution met withthe favourableconsiderationof the Assembly, the resolution he wasnow moving would not be so necessary; but if the Bill as brought
in was tobe adhered to, thenit would become amatterofnecessitythat the Catholic schoolsshould be placedunder inspection,so that
themastersmight be in a position to grant certificates of atten-dance, and the Catholics be exempted from paying capitationfees
for their children, and also be exempted from the compulsion ofsending theirchildren to thepublic schools. Ifthose claims weregranted, the Catholics would be relieved from the onus of paying
forother schools at the same time that they -were supporting theirown. (Applause.)

Mr. heardensecondedtheresolution.
Mr.Leesaid there was onepoint in connection with the reso-lution which he wished to explain. The Minister of Educationwould have the power to refuse inspection to Catholic schools.The resolution therefore asked that the Catholics shouldhavethe

right toclaim inspection. If they obtained that right,evenif theywereunable to get any other modificationof theBill, they would
take the sting out of it, and they wouldmoreoverbe able to show
by inspection that the denominational school wasfound to beat the
public school. (Applause.)

The resolution was carriedunanimously.
Mr. St.Clair moved,

—
That inthe event of the Bill at present before the Housebecominglaw,theclauserelatingto the readingof the Lord's Prayerand aportionof the HolyScrip-

turesshould be expungedfrom the Bill.
The necessity for the resolution was,he said, obvious. That clause
oftheBillplaced the Catholic schoolmasterinthepositionof being
required todo what wasout of his power,and hence the injustice
of it.

Mr.Barry seconded the resolution.
The Chairman said there wasnoobjectionon the part of theCatholics toread the true Bible. They read itevery day, andbyheart too. But there were somany versions that for peace sake it

was betternot tohave it readinschools.
The resolution was carried unanimously.
Mr.M'Grevymoved.

—
That a petitionbe presentedto the House of Representatives embodying theformer lesnlutions, and prayingfor sucha modification of the Bill as will protectthe Catholics of thecolony in the proper education of their childien, inaccordancewiththeir religiousconvictions.
The motion was secondedby Mr.Hayden,andcarried.
Mr.Reardenmoved,—
That acopy of the lesolutionshe forwardedto his LordshipBishopRedwood,and also to the Hawke's Bay members.
The motion wassecondedby Mr. Lee,andcarriedunanimously.Mr.Peters moved avoteof thanks to the representativesofthe Press for their attendance at the meeting, which was carriedby acclamation.
FatherKerrigan saidhe desired tomove another resolution.Inthe eventof the Assemblynotbeing disposedto adopt theprin-ciple of theHawke's Bay Act,he thoughtit wasnecessary-to statedistinctly what the Catholics required. The resolutionhe wouldmore would,hethought, embodywhat wasrequired. Itwas:
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