
The peopleof Spam, so justly calledthe "Catholic Kingdom"
putover the dooror on thefront of their housesa tabletwiththewords "Mary'sPrivilege of the ImmaculateConception" writtenonit;and when they meet they greet each other with anexpressioninhonourof the same dearmystery. Itwas a Spanish nun, Maryof Jesus, Abbess ofthe Convent of the ImmaculateConception ofAgreda, who wrote the wonderfulwork, "TheMystic CityofGod"whichinspiredMurillo with his famousImmaculateConception, themasterpieceof the Spanish School.

But in the Chiaja itself how beautiful everythingis t Thegardens are full of purple and red judas trees, like"masses ofcrimson snow;' pale lilac wisteria hangs in grape-like clustersover the white wallsof the casini;starry flowersofyellow jessamine
and whitebunches of spiraea give the relief oflight to whatwouldelse be too intense.a massof colour. The accacia trees also withtheir delicate-scentedblossoms,break the monotony of purpleandcrimson; andgreat yellow irises repeat and redouble the valueofthe jessamine. And over all arches the deep blue sky of Italyreflectedinevengreaterintensity in the waters of thesea; whilegustybreaths from the orange b.lo&soms, just beginning toopen,make one for themoment unconscious of the sickly smells whichinvade the whole of the shore, creeping up on the mists of themorningand thenoontidebrightness of the day,in the splendourof the evening sunsets and the starry stillness of the ni<rht alikeandseeming to wrapeverythinginNaplesinone clammy%arment
ot disease andhorror. But the orangeblossom is stronger thaneventhatnameless sickeninghorror;andperhapsweare"never sograteful for thecharm of sweetodours aswhen we are standing onthe Chiaja,and the wind brings the breath of roses and orangeblossoms, acacias and lilies of the valley, against the steamingexhalations from the sea, torenderthat sensea source of delio-htwhichuntil this moment wasa source of torture.

°

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. Friday, September 14, 1877.
£?fcsnSS?i W.'fu*?. the ÜBeleßßn «w of prieste,confes-SftSSk^Sl&a^\CataolfoParent sent acomplaint againstthe teacher to the SchoolBoard. Thiaisthe Chairman's reply:-iiSr?" ?>nßlde?>nBlde"n8:yf»Uy th« m^ter,the Committeearrived atJ&STi1"^1"^f^?*'Bayer's (the teacher's) answer wassatis-factory,butthatin future the same willnot occuragain."

CATHOLIC MEETINGS.
*-f

LT^^T^r6ll^"T*1"!of the Colics of Beef ton washeldat the CatholicChurchon Sunday,26th August, for thenurpose of discussing the EducationBillwhichthe GovernmentXintroduced. TheRev.Father Carew wasvotedto thecC? XChairmangave ar^sum^ of theBillas it standsatpresent review!ingit inall itsvariousaspects, andafter explaininghowobiecSon.able it was to the feelings of theCatholicbody ingeneral,said thebest waytomark theiropinionof theBill would beintteformofresolutions The followingresolutionswereunanimous*?adopted!
—Ist. "That, in theopinionof this meeting, the EducationBillwhichthe Government have brought forwardinterfereswith therights of conscience,and on thataccount is unjust; itprohibitsCatholic teachers from accepting office under the BoardTsee sec-tion 85,sub-section3);itprovidesreligious instructions inwhichCatholic children can take no part, and is humiliating to theCatholic bodygenerally." 2nd. "That the Catholics shouldhavethe managementoftheir ownschools(subjectof course toGovern-ment inspection),receiving from the Statetheir fairproportionoftheEducation fund to which in common with others they contri-bute; that they should have the selection of their own schoolbooks,and the appointment of theirown teachers,whoshallhaveoVfv,fml^ a certificateof competencyas'providedby theAct.'"3rd. "That copies of the foregoing resolutionsbe forwarded toMessrs Woolcock and Kennedy,the members for the district re-questing them to use their influence tocarry out the spirit of*■*■"«of boththe iocai""*°■«

Mb.HenryDriver(onbehalf of the New ZealandLandandMercantile AgencyCompany) reportsfor theweek ending Septem-ber12th :—
° r

Fat Cattle.— ls3 head were yarded to-day, and although thisnumber maybe consideredonly amoderatesupply, pricesdidnotim-proveonour last quotations—in fact,nothing but first-class qualitycouldbe sold at abovestorerates,and about40 head were turned outunsold. Bestpensof bullocksbrought from£10 to £14, ss;do.cows.m153 to.£lO 10s— or equalto 27a 6dper lOOlbs.forgood toprime
FatCalves

—
Only a few penned, whichsold from15s to45seach.J*at Sheep

—
The market was somewhat overstocked with 2,500,and of this number from 700 to 800 had to be turned out unsold.Prices didnot show any improvementon last week'squotations. Bestpens of cross-breds brought <rom lls 6d to 14s 6d;merinos, from7s 6d to10s 6d— or equalto 3dper lb. forprimemutton.Store Cattle and Sheep.— -There isnothing to reportof import-

Freeholds.— On behalf of Mr. Alexander Peat, of Waiwera, wesoldhis Mount PleasantFarm,consisting of360 acres, toMr.GeorgeWilson,of Dunedin;price withheld. We would beg to draw atten-tion to an important sale of wheat lands at Waiho, to be held atOamaru onFriday,September 28,by us, onaccount of Messrs. Kichand Buckland.
Sheepskins.— We held our usual weeklysale onMonday, when

prices were fuirly maintained. Green cross-breds were quittedup to5a 6d;merinos, small, 2s 7dand 3s 6d;and large heavyskins up to
Hides.— The demand was not brisk, although prices show nomaterial decline on last quotations. We obtained for calfskins up toJs;yearlings, up to 8s 3d;and good-conditioned hides,17s to24saccording to weight.
Tallow.— There were few lots forward, and prices quite up tolate quotations— say, for good mutton, £33 to £33 10s per ton;otherquantities inproportion;rough fat, to225.

it
ra/n-~~Tue market lias been for thepast week inanexception-ally dull state, and sales, except for immediate requirerapnts, arealmost impossible. The followingquotations are merelynominal :—Wheat: For prime milling, 7s to 7s 4d;fowls' wheat, 3s 3d to 3*tod. Oats:Feed up to 3s 3d;milling, 3s 4d to 3s 6d. Barley:formalting a really good sample would fetch 4* 6d. Butthemarket isBare,although inferior sorts areplentiful, 3s 41to 3s6d.Potatoes.— For good camples from£2 10s to £2 15s canbe ob-tained.

Mr. A Mercer reports as follows for the week endino- Sep-tember 12th :— Retail prices only.— Fresh butter,Is. toIs.2d. perlb;extra brands, Is. 4d.;powdered and salt butter (new), Is. "
fresh butter, mlumps,lid. to Is. Fresh butter is very plentiful,and untilsomeof the dairiesturn to cheese-making,butter willbevery low. No demand for salt butter; market is completelyglutted. Cheese,best quality, lOd. to Is; side and rolled bacon,

KiSffiiSJai1 EQglish ham3
-

is- 2d- E ŝ * ««*
*a J^l'S^MING/f,ports (wholesale prices) for the week ending-
r? i?I.l^?\Mows:~Oats(feed)'PerbusH3s 3d to 3s6d. Wheat (chicks),4s 3d to4s 6d. Ba.ley, malting, 4ato4s 6d;feed,3s to 3s 6d. Pollard, scarce. Bran, .£4 ss,bags includedFlour,largebags,£lß; small, £1 8 to£18 10s. Oatmeal,JBI9. Pota-toes,j£3 per ton. Hay,<S per ton. Chaff, JES per ton. Straw, £2per ton.

Me. J. Vezetreports for the week ending Sept.12th, 1877retail:— Boasting beef,5d to8dper lb;boiling do, 3d to5dper lb"
stewingdo, 4d to 6dper lb;steak, 6d to 8d per lb;mutton, 2d to5dper lb;veal,4d to 8dper lb;pork,6d to 8dper lb

Anc-tf%m f£ S
t if the Cath?l«» of N*ls°n Creek on Sunday,August 26th, the followingresolutionswereunanimously carried—JJS nJhe"*ir

- .ProP°sed *»7 Mr.M.Drennan,andcar.ned.— "That the Education Bill introduced by the Hon MrBowenis aflagrant injustice tothe Catholics ofNew Zealand,andaninsult toall loversof civilandreligious liberty." ProposedbyMr.J O Connor,andcarried,-"Thatweprotestagainst the pass-ingor thisBillas being antagonistic to our religious convictions,deprivingus of our just andequitablerights as colonists, virtuallyabolishing Catholic teachersand forcing Catholic children toat-tend bfcate schools against the wishanddesire of their parents."ProposedbyMr. J.Macintee, andcarried.—" Thatin the opinionot thismeeting thehonorablemember who introducedthisBillcan-not imagine that we will quietly submit to such a degradation,therefore we wish it to bedistinctly understoodthatif this iniqui-tous Billbecomes lawin its present form wearedetermined toop-pose its enforcementatall hazards,evenat the risk of our livesifnecessary. Proposed by Mr. ft. Dkennan, and carried,-"Thatit the Governmentpass theEducation Bill withoutremovingtheobnoxious clauses,it will be anact of petty tyranny,which wouldbe a, lastingdisgrace to the Legislatureof New Zealand, and tendto toster and create disunion and sectarian animosity amongstthose whohave hithertolived together aspeaceableand welldis-posed colonists, and that copiesof the resolutions passed at thismeeting be forwarded to his Lordship Dr.Redwood,and to Mr.Kennedy,member for the GreyValley, for presentation."

THE EDUCATION BILL AND ITS FRAMER.
(From a Correspondent.)

„, � Rangiora,September3rd, 1877.lE&TERDAY, after Mass, we hadameeting toexpress our indigna-
tionagainst the proposedBillofEducation. Theresolutionsot?theWellington Catholics were unanimously and spiritedly adoptedItwasour intention tohold apublic meeting atRangiora, and toinviteall loversof religious freedom. We have reasonto believethat this meeting would havebeenverynumerouslyattended,andthat mostofour fellow-citizenswould havesupportedour claim for3ushce, because the peopleof this locality,which forms theconsti-tuency,of the Hon. C. C.Bowen, are getting highly dissatisfiedwith him, andseem tobe fairly disposedtowards us; but whenweheard that the debatefor the second readingof theBillhad be°-unwehad togiveupourpurpose andhold ourmeetingat once

° '
Theconductof the Hon.C. C. Bowenis more keenly feltbytheCatholics of JUngiora than by{any other section of their co-reli-giomsts mKew Zealand,becauseit is well known that it was the"collective voteof ourCatholics which gave Mr.Bowen the victory

<n-<?r his opponent,Mr. Beswick of Kaiapoi. The Catholicsvotedfor Mr. Bowen because he had promised before twoof the mostrespectablesettlers of the constituency (oneaCatholic, theother aProtestant) that,if returned,"he would help to doaway with the
grievances inflicted on the Catholics in the educational ad-uunishation. Both of thesegentlemenaffirm that they rememberwell these words givenby the presentMinisterofJustice. Catholicstoolindignantnow at seeing that theyhavebeen betrayedin theirmost sacred interests.
Iam told byseveral reliablepersons that aCatholicchild wasflogged some time ago inonoof our outlying schools for not read-ing theBible. Further,atKaiapoi,theheadmaster of theGovern-ment school, mexplaining history about the time of Henry VJII

WAIFS AND STRAYS.
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