
CATHOLIC PETITION.
The following formofpetition induplicate(one copyfortheLegis-
lativeCouncil, the other for theHouse of.Representatives) iBnowreceiving thesignaturesof CatholicsinDunedinand itsneighbour-;
hood. As therearemany in the countrydistrictswhowillnodoubtdesiretoaffixtheirsignatures to this petition,it is requested thatthey willbe bo goodas tosend theirnames writtenononesideonly'
of aleaf of foolscap,to Mr.Pebbin,TabletOffice,Dunedin, whowill see thatsuch signatures aredulyattachedto thepetition. It
is also requested that they will be so goodas tosign theirnames
on twodistinctleavesof foolscap— one for theLegislativeCouncil,
theother for the House ofRepresentatives. The namesshouldbe
of males only. The.petitionwouldnot, webelieve,bereceivedif
signedby evenone female :—:

—
To the House of Representatives,Wellington.

PetitionofRoman Catholics ofOtago humblyshewetb,—
That the Education Bill now before Parliament, if enacted

into law, will inflict a grievous injustice on Roman Catholics,
inasmuch as itwill effectually exclude allCatholic teachers from
schoolsestablishedunder itsprovisions.

That no law can be satisfactory which compels Roman Ca-
tholicchildren to be present at the recitingof the Lord's Prayer,
andthereadingof the Bible,unless their parentsor guardians ask
an exemptioninwritingorotherwise.

That to compel teachers of Roman Catholic schools toobtain
authority fromboards of education to issue exemptioncertificates
for children attending theirschools, wouldnot only subjectRoman
Catholicsto greatindignity and hardship,butalso exposethemto
thedangerof arefusal, withoutreal or just cause.

That to compel Roman Catholics to seek exemptions for
thenon-attendance of their children atpublic schools fromschool
committees, inspectors,and mastersof public schools, is to insult
parents,and toinvade the rights of familiesand the sanctuaryofhome,as wellas tounjustly subject parents inthe managementof
the educationof their children to the dictation of men holding
no authority, from either reason or religion, to interfere with
parentalrights andduties.

That members of school boards should be nominated by a
responsibleminister,andshould represent all denominations;and
that in the election of school committees, should such be deemed
necessary, the principle of cumulative voting, as in the English
Act, should be recognised.

That inthe opinion of Catholics, no Education Act canprove
satisfactoryandefficacious that does not embody theprinciple that
alldenominations of Christians and other religious denominations
shallbe entitled to aid from thepublic funds towards themain-
tenance of theirownschools, such aidtobe inproportionto the re-
sults inreading, writing, arithmetic, andother secular subjects.

That it is the duty and the interest of the Government to
encourage andhelp the various denominations to establish schools;
and that Government should not itself establish purely secular
schools, except as supplementary to denominationaland. private
schools,whichlatterought also tobe encouragedbypayments for
results.

That it is necessary and wise to assist, by pecuniary grants,
training schools establishedby denominations.

Your petitioners, therefore, respectfully ask your Honorable
House to devise such a measure for thepromotionof educationas
will embody the aboveprinciples, and thus dojustice toall classes
of Her Majesty'ssubjects.

Andyour petitionerswill for everpray.

TELEGRAMS.
London,September9th.

A Russian official despatch states that the army of theCzare-
witch was withdrawn toa newposition at night, and is now con-
centratedat Zieg, where their works can becarried onunobserved.

The heights of Plevna were bombarded continuously on the
7th instant. Yesterday the Russian left occupied the southern
heights,having 500men killed in the assault, whilst theposition
of their right andcentreis only 1300 yards from the Turkish en-
trenchments. Cannonading is going on furiously.

NEWS OF THE WEEK,

Owing to the superior importanceof the reportsof meetings
-weare obliged toholdoveruntilnextweek the continuationof our
tale, Tyborne.

Owing to the important reports of Catholic meetingsincon-
nectionwith the EducationBill whichoccupyso large aportionof
-our columns, weare obliged to hold over to ournext issueseveral
-contributions and items of interest. We have further found it
necessary to curtail our telegraphic intelligence, more especially
with regard to that which has reached us by the .SanFrancisco
mail. The chief matters ofimportance,however,thus conveyedto
us,besides those to whichreference is made inanothercolumn,are,
theserious riots thathaveoccurred in connection with the strikes
inAmerica, moreespecially in the town of Pittsburgh, where the
number of killed and woundedamounted to45. Atthe meetingat
WimbledontheIrish teamwontheElcho shield.

Atameeting of the Dunedin City Council held on Tuesday
last,it wasresolvedthat stepsshouldbe taken toensure the Fever
Hospitalbeingkeptopen for some time longer thanthe 30th inst.,
andthatthe Committeeof theGeneralHospitalshouldberequested
to takeover theinstitutionreferred toat anearly date.

A petition,who«e objectis the modificationof theEducation
Bill,andof which acopy willbe found inanother column,hasbeen
drawnup for presentation to Parliament. Signatures may be
affixedtoitintheporchofSt.Joseph'sChurch,Dunedin,on Sunday
next, oronweekdays atthe establishmentof Mr.Macedo,inSouth
Princes-street. Personsintending tosign thedocumentreferredto
arerequestedto lose no time about doingso,asitmustimmediately
beforwardedto its destination.

A special meeting of the Dunedin Catholic Young Men's
Society was heldlast Friday evening, for thepurpose of modifying
and improving on the original rules. This evening the new rules
are tobe finally adopted,and,as there are some important alter-
ations andadditionsthat mayaffect somemembers, itis hopedthat
there will bea largeattendance. Ifanymember interestedneglects
toattend,it will beathis ownrisk.

Inreference tothe statementmadeatarecent meetingof the
Board of Governorsof the Christchurch Public Library,That the
Hew Zealand Tablet, when forwarded to the institution under
theircontrol, hadbeenreceived and placeduponthe library table,
wehaveonly tosay that,innoinstance has apaper beensent from
this office there. If numbers of our journal have now and then
reached the table alluded to, theyhavenotcome fromus,but,as we
know it has been the case in certain instances, must have been
supplied by subscribers desirous of conferring a favourupon the
institutionin question. We do not forward the Tablet to any
library or elsewhere, unless application is madetous todo so. As
&matterofcourtesy,we invariably comply withsucharequestmade
by the managers of literary establishments, but, so far as we are
personally concerned, the affair is one of indifference tous. The
New Zealand Tablet does not need further advertisement,and
■weconsider that those institutions from which it is excluded, if
such therebe, are,with their habitues, the sole sufferers from such
exclusion.

Owing to a misunderstanding that arose in connection with
the dissolution of partnership by a certain firm in Dunedin, a

"■charge of forgery was last week brought against Mr. Robert
Bossbotham, a gentlemanwell known in the city referred to. A
private enquiry, however, into the relations of the parties con-
cernedhaving resulted inclearing the accused of all intentions to
defraud, application was made to have the case withdrawn.
Withdrawal was, therefore, sanctionedby theBenchon the techni-
cal grounds that there was not sufficient evidence to warrant a
committal.

A gkandconcert will be given onFriday eveningnext, 21st
inst., in the Queen's Theatre, Dunedin,in aid of- the Dominican
ConventBuildingFund Signor Carmini Morleyhasmostkindly
tenderedhis services for the occasion, and aprominent part in the
performances will also be borne by Messrs. Towsey, West, and
Sykes. Inaddition to this, whichof itself is sufficient topromise
amusical entertainment of ahigh order, the aidof alargenumber
ofwell-known amateurshasbeensecured. Tickets for the occasion
maybeobtained at the Convent, or from the ladies of the com-
mittee.

We are informed that a meeting of Catholics was held in
Queenstown on the 2nd instant, when several resolutions were
arrivedat condemning theEducationBill nowbeforeParliament.
(Areport of themeeting will appear inournext issue.) The same
correspondent informs us thata meeting was held immediately
after the above toorganise abranchof the H.AC.B. Society, when
allpresent enrolled themselves,and promisedtoget their friends
todothe same.

COMMERCIAL.

Mr.Skenereportsfor the weekending September12th,1877:—
Everything in connection with the labor market is looking much
brighter. Out-door work on road, rail, farm, and station is now
freely offered;andif menareat all suited for such, they neednot
be a day idle. Unfortunately,far toomany arequite unsaited for
colonial roughing. A good many skilled tradesmen are taking
ordinary work until their ownspecial linesimprove. The demand
is good for country smiths. Couples are also more sought for.
Shepherdsand musterers maynow loolc out for theiryearly cam-
paign. Female servants are always short of the demand. The
numbers are constantly thinnedbymarriage. Bushmen are atlast
moving off. We are sadly afflicted with somany iacapablesarriv-
ing here

—
young men who know nothing1. The change for such is

grievous Countrystoremen will soonbe inrequest,with thespring
trade. Wages

—
Cooks, gardeners,andgrooms, 20a, 255, and 30s;

couples, £70, £75, and £30 ;station smiths,42s and 45s per week
and found;musterers and shepherds,£70 and £75 ;female ser-
vants,10s, 12s, 15s, 20s, and 303; dairy hands, 15s, 20s, and 255;
day labor, 7s,Bs, 9s;boys and girls, 5s to 10sj country storemen,
30s and40s and found.

Friday, September14, 1877. NEW ZEALAND' TABIiET.

has refused to permit the provinces,such as Nelson, West-
land, Hawke's Bay, which had hitherto helped Catholic
schools, to do so anylonger. But the Catholics of Kaiapoi
and Rangiorahave now found out the Hon. Mr.Bowen, and
they arenot likely to bedupedby him asecond time. They
WILL REMEMBER THE HON. C. C.BOWEN, HIS BKOKEN WORD,
THE FLOGGED CATHOLIC CHILD, AND THE KAIAPOI SCHOOL-
MASTER AND THE SCHOOL BOARD.

11


