
MEETING AT HOKITIKA.
On the evening of the 27th Augustanumerously-attended meeting
of members of the Catholic body was held at St. Mary's school.

The Rev.Father Mabtin was voted to the chair, and intro-
duced thebusiness of themeeting as follows:

—
The EducationBill

nowunder consideration by the Parliament of New Zealand con-
tains moredangerous provisions than most people were awareof.
Catholics were entirely ignored,although no one would fancy that
such was the case,seeing that they formed a little over one-tenth
of thepopulation of the whole colony. Should itcome into force,
theBishop of Dunedinhadstated that it would inflict irreparable
injury upon the rising generation. The resolutions of the Hillwere
calculated to effect nothing short of that. The Catholics were free
citizens,andunder any GovernmentBill should have their share
of the revenue,to which they contribute inratesand taxes. Under
thisBill they were forbidden anybenefit whatever in respect toeducation. Catholic teachers could not accept employment underit, and the schools put up at much expense by Catholic com-
mittees wouldbe shut up. Itwasquite unfair. He believedthere
werecertain resolutions tobe proposed,and urged those present to
express their views freely. If they disapproved of any of the
resolutions, let them, as free citizens, exercise their free will and
say so openly.

Mr. D. Lynch rose to propose the first resolution, which was
asfollows :

—
That in theopinion of this meeting theEducation Bill now before the Parlia-

ment of New Zealand is unju&tdud oppressive to the Catholic community, as it
purports supportingonlyasystem of education m which Catholics canuot partici-
pate—it beiug in dnect antagonism to their faith-and also debarring Catholic
teachers from accepting-offices mthe Government schools.
The mover:There are clauses of the Billwhich havemy strongest
opposition,and in theface of theunanimous expressionsof opinion
of the Catholics of Dunedin, Wellington, and elsewhere, it is un-
necessary for me to saymuch. The clauses are alike unjust to
parents,teachers, and children. One clause states that the school
shall be opened with theLord's Prayer and the reading of the
Bible. This is against the conscience of Catholic teachers, who
would thus be driven from the colony or have toseek other employ-
ment. Itis a blow against the liberty of Catholics, and, should it
become law, will they abide by it ? (No, no,andapplause.) The
consequence will be endless rows and fines, unless we send our
children to schools where the Bible is read without comment.(Hear, hear ) The speakerread several clausesof theBill. There
is nothing of this kind in the National Schools of the North of
Ireland, and the system there works with harmony. Ihope that
the Government will remove the objectionable clauses from the
Bill.

Mr. Jas.Mulligan seconded the resolution. He said:Itis a
very hardcase if,in a free country, we are compelled tosupporta
g^jKfess system of education. Now is our time to upset the Bill,
andnot allow it to become law. We want to share in themoney
to which wepay. Ihope that all Catholics willcombine andcarry
euch strong resolutions, that theBill willnevercome into force.

Mr.M.Houlahanrosetospeak to the resolution :Icametwenty-
five miles to-night toentermyprotest againstthis iniquitousBill, as
Iregret that nomeeting has been held in my owndistrict, and I
hadno chance of attending themeetingat Kumara;soIcamehere
to-night. Ihope that not only Catholics but all liberal-minded
Protestants will give ahand to upset this attempt to forceupon usagodless system. Inthe colonyof Victoria,one-fourthof thepopu-
lationareCatholics, and it has been found that they are as*good
colonistsas the Protestants,andshouldhaveequalprivileges. The
gauntlethasbeen throwndown; wemust assert our right toedu-
cate our children as welike. We pay for education, and wanta fair
proportionof what we pay. A leadingprelate(long mayhe live !),
the Bishopof Dunedin, has said that this Bill was anattempt on
thepart of uneducated men to force their views down our throats.
We willnot haveit; we will never swallow it. (Applause.)

Mr. Crofts (Catholic school teacher at Kumara): Irise to
support this resolution condemning one of themost unjust, iniqui-
tous,and insulting measures that was ever submitted toa British
Colonial Government. Ineed offer no apology for coming downto
Hokitika after my day's work to assist at your meeting

—
to de-

nounce this cruelmeasure
—

for the Church maybe likenedto the
humanbody:whenone of its partsis affected, thewholeisgrieved.

We might reasonably aav,as Irishmen, that wehavehad our full
share of persecution. We thought wehaddrunk thedregs of the"

bitter cup"previousto 1829.and that weshouldnever experience
arevivalof the 300 years of persecution which endedinemanci-
pation. But religious intolerance, which has become anexotic in
England, is about to be introduced, cultivated,and fostered in the
parliamentary hot-house of New Zeiland. One of theyoungest and
most democratic of English colonies is goin» to have her future
history darkened anddisgraced in the first session of her consoli-
dated Parliament by a man who, by some mysterious design of
Providence, has glided into the position of such serious responsi-
bility as Minister of Justice ! who libels the name of justice inframing an Aot of Parliament torob a large section of the commu-
nity of their just share of the public revenue for the educationof
their children,and attempting to entrap Catholic teachers to re»
nounceand violate their faith. Ifheeverstudiedhistory,heshould
know thatEngland wasonly wastingphysical,moral, andpecuniary
strength for three hundred yearson the sameobject to nopurpose;
andafter repeatedattempts at evenextermination, when all other
means failed

—
by hanging and disembowelling,by the sword and

famine—she gaveitup in despair;and the Irish are morenume-
rous to-daythanever, and their faith as soundandstrong,andtheir
love of learning as intense, as in the days when their missionaries
wentalloverEurope to teach andevangelise. But whatthemighty
parentof that great empire upon which the sun never setshas.
failed to accomplish in three hundred years by theunscrupulous
useof all her resources,of menand money,of powerandpatronage*
of cajoling and intimidating, of pen and tongue, the Hon. Mr.
Bowen, the Liliputian Bismarck of New Zealand, is about to
attempt. Luckily for the Catholics he has neither the ability nor
the support which the famous German Chancellor has at his
command, as this Act would, no doubt, be succeeded by more
vigorous measures for the totalsuppression of Catholicity in New
Zealand. Itell the hon. gentleman plainly, that, if ever this
Bill becomes law, the Catholics of New Zealand will not obey it.
We are peaceful citizens, but if anyman attempt to coerce our
conscience, and forceus tocomply with the law of man before the
law of God, wearebound to offer all the resistance thatprudence
and expediencymay nictate. "We will give toCaesar the things
that are Caesar's and to God the things that are God's." AH
statute law should be founded on the moral law,and Catholics
never did and never will obey the creature in oppositionto the
Creator. (Greatapplause.) How is it that weare thus subjected
toexceptional tyrannical enactments ? We livepeaceably. We
payour just dues. We contributeby our strength and energy in
developingthe resourcesof the country;and still weare treatedas
Pariahs or outcasts. Isay it withouthesitation, no bodyof men
of anynationalityhave undergone more hardships as pioneersof
this colony than IrishKoman Catholics Take the whole of the
West Coast, from Ross to Westport, including the reefing district
of the Inangahua, and the pioneers were nearly all Irishmen and
Roman Catholics. (Applause.) Ithas been oftensaid that we are
opposed to education. But itis a vile calumny. There is noor
ganisation— classing for a moment the CatholicChurch as a hur

*"
organisation— whichhas done morefor education than theO fcu£i: cChurch. Her mission was toeducate— her mission is to / teShe loves,she glories in the triumphs of thehuman inU* ■ef Susees God inall its struggles after truth. Shehas ble* ,&a a jfnc
tified science anddiscovery on that account. Colur . «■ „
and Vasco de Gama were her children ;Coperau>- \Jla?c.llan'
Tasso worshipped her;Vesalius was an anaW "!
who discovered the circulation of the blocV _. ff? n

civilisation that exists all ovec tua ,„„„]? " v. V t

thrnriLCOanrno,%Pr^°Vndthe scaffold. She corsetedthe pride and power of Feudalism, and brought the feudal lordunder the chasteningvafluenceof her divine teaching. She deckedf^^r^V R VVeStments'affcer haviQS fi^fc manumittedhimfrom Greek or Roman master. (Great applause.) Shepreserved
Omar

n
the CaH^f6°^ wrld whea* woul* haveLen lost?£ w£ Wi rr

VV"d the gveafc libraryof Ptolemy at Alexan-
"dUrtv 2 Churchpreserveda greater library at Rome,and enrichedit, and laid her anathemas on all who shouldbe itsviolators, and told them thatif the.r profane hands were raised todesecrate the sacred shrines of her future educationof the world,they would be accursed andabhorred of her childrenfor ever Shetaught the painters and the sculptors of themiddle ages, whenbooks were worth the price of a kingdom. She guided thepeerless hand of Michael Angelo, and developed the unequalledskill or litian. And who made Home, not the city of mili-tary conquest, but the city of mental conquest, to whichall men looked as the metropolisof genius, themother of poetry,and music,and painting, and reasoning. (Loud applause) AllEurope was eclipsedin her electric light of unclouded brilliancy.Jhe Medici rose under her auspices; the merchant republic of\ enice was her sole creation;and whenher influenceceased at thepalaceof St. Mark that first-born creature of the aspirations ofmodern liberty died. Ineverydomainof human intellectshe stoodsupreme because her mission was education. She taught from thephilosophy of Greece and Rome, and from theirpoetry and theirhistory, and she preserved the remnantsof the elder civ.lisationato show how glorious was hers, the civilisation of the new andbrighter time. Of course the worldis ungrateful toher;of coursethe world says that the Catholic Church is against education,andthe worldis boignorant thatit forgets that alltheeducation \thas

Friday, September 14, 1877. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
That in case the Assembly should not accept the Hawke's Bay Act,a fair

'
shareof thepublic tnoueyfor the education of their children and thesupport of
their schools be given to the Catholics; 'hat theyhave the entiremanagement of
their schoo'saito teachers aud books;and that the Catholic schools be under the
inspection of the Government Inspectors, as to the amount of secular education
required by the standards sanctioned by the GovernorinCouncil.

Mr.Dalt seconded the resolution.
A good dealof discussion ensued as to whether the resolution

was required,seeing that the substance of it wasembodied in the
resolutionsalreadypassed

Mr SHA.NLY said he fully agreed with the resolution. Indeed,
noone could find any fault with it, but it was only the same as"wfet had already beendisposedof.* Father Kerrigan said his resolution was intended to ask for
something special for Catholics, as it might be that the Hawke's
Bay Act would not suit other parts ofthe colony.

After Mr.Rearden,Mr. Lee,Mr. Sellars, Mr.Bowes, and others
hadspoken to the pointof thepropriety of putting the resolution,
it was agreed that the question should bedecided by themeeting.
The resolution was then put to the vote, and wascarriedby a verylarge majority.

A vote of thanks to the rev. Chairman wascarried withhearty
acclamation,and, on the invitation of Mr. Lee, three cheers were
given for the Queen, which brought the meeting toa close.
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