
LIBELLING A NATION.
[From the Nation."]

(Concluded.J
Tnnbd,the utter hopelessnessof expecting fairplay forIrelandfromBritish litterateurs of anyclasswhatevermust impress itselfuponany one wholooks after what the Britishpeople.read. Lookwheresoeveryou may,be the writer highor low,be the audience
gentleor simple, yourdiscoveryis the same. Irelandis aplace to
be sneered at;the Irish areapeople toberun down. We havebeforeus as we writeacopy of the current number of a London
weeklypaper

—
an organof high pretensionsandhigh,price. By

■wayof a novel attraction for its readersit has started the pub-
licationof astorybyWilliam Black,who is, webelieve,a Scotch-man,and whois, we know, the writer of several clever novels,—
books whichhave wonfor himaveryconsiderablereputation,and
carried himagood way towardsthe foremost rankofliving writersof fiction. Such a writer, we would imagine, has no need to
degrade hisart,andoughtnot tohave any inclination todo so,by
making himself the creatureof politicalprejudice andthe mouth-
pieceof meanslandersagainst apeople. Yet,on the thresholdof
hisstory,Mr. Black commits this gross and wantonsin. Inoneof
his earliest chapters he introducesamemberof Parliament— the"

member for Ballinascroon." Ballinascroon, we need not say,isanIrishborough. Ithasa populationof five thousand,anda con-
stituency of three hundredand eighty,and we are informed that
the HonourableOliver Glynnespent £10,800 ingettingelectedforit, and,whenhe wasunseatedforbribery, that theelectors,out of"regard" for him, elected his friend Hugh Balfour, a young>
Scotchman, whoownedafortune of some thirty thousand a year,
but did not part with any of it to the worthyBallinascroonera.
This Balfour is an excellent person, rich, yet frugal, young,butwise, veryclever,veryhigh-principled, full of enthusiasm and of
industry, a sort of member any constituency should prize. But
Ballinascroondoes not warmto him. Itwants to layhold of his
money,and, failing to do so,it waxeswroth,and sends toLondon
adeputationtodemand from him a surrender of the seat. The
chief of this deputation,andits spokesman,is "asmall manwith
a large chest, a white waistcoat, and a face pinkwith anger, or
whiskey, orboth." He says "Sorr" for

"
Sir;" "

Gentlemen"heexpressesby
"

Gintleminj"and"unseated
"

becomes "onseated"inhis mouth. "In the idyllic seclusionof the backparlourof a
Ballinascroon public-house" he has preparedaspeech, which he
nowdelivers,calling on theunpopularmember toresign. Balfour
replies that he will not. He adds that disfranchisement is too
good for such ahole as Ballinascroon;it should be burnedout of
the political map. He will not swallow their HomeRulebolus;
he willnot giveuphis time totheir wretchedprojects;he will nob
bolster up their industries that are dwindling only through
laziness j he will not try to get everyman of them a post or a
pension. "Gracious heavens \" he cries, in a burst of political
purity,

"
Idon'tbelievethere's amanchildbornin the town but

youbegin to wonder what the Government will do for him. Theverystonesof WestminsterHallaresaturated with Irishbrogue;
the airis thick withyourclamourfor place." This amiablerepre-
sentative tells his visitors thathebelieves not a manof them came
clean-handed out of the last election. He reminds them thatMr.
Glynne kept the wholeconstituency drunk for three months, and
bidsthem anabrupt goodmorning, with themeant-to-be-crushing
remark,"Well, you must try to findaHomeRule candidatewho
willkeepthe towndrunk for threemonths atastretch."

This offensiveandwantonburlesquehasbeen read,andwillberead,by a great many honest people who know nothing at all
about Ireland, and who, withoutdesiring to think ill of anyone,
willbe misledby Mr.Black into regarding thepink-faced oratoras
the typeof anIrish spokesman,andBallinascroonasthe model of
an Irishborough. We need not say toanypersonacquaintedwith
this country that thehistory of Irish elections is in great part a
record of threats defied,and losses endured,and sacrifices made,
for the sake of principle. Bribes have been spurned, andbeggary
embraced, for the sake of the public good. Ireland returns poor
men toParliament, whatEngland and Scotland donot,andnever
did. Itis aconclusive commenton the libelof Mr.Black that an
absolute majority of the Irishmembers of Parliamentare at .pre-
sent men pledged to independence of the Government— men
selected by their constituencies not to beg favours for their sup-
porters,butsternly toresist the fascinationsof Ministers and the
blandishments of official life. The storyof the recent Waterfordelection, which returned a Home Bule candidate, a man of
moderatemeans,and rejected contemptuously thesuitor who was
supportedby the threatsof the landlordsandbyabundant wealth,
reads instructively side by side withMr.Black's romancing. The
facts are all againsthim,but his fictionwill pass for fact amongst
those for whom he labours, and thehopelessnessof expecting that
Ireland will be fairly dealt withby English, writers and English
readers is illustratedby the fact that there is a market for suchrubbish, andby the circumstance thata writer of abilityandmark
is found willing tosell his talents insuch a market.

SPIRITUALISM!

To theEditor of theNew ZealandTablet.
Sib,— Doesit notseem a peculiarmockeryof the evilone,that

persons, whoreject tne Christian evidences and the possibility of
the resurrection of thebody, shouldbelievein disembodied spirits
wandering about in space, and expressing very crudely digested
theoriesuponallandeverything, through the mouths ofperipatetic
lecturersP Solomon wasindeed veryexactin his definitionof the
man whohas no faith in a personalDivinity, whenhedesignated
suchaone"a fool."

—
Yours,&c, X.suchaone

The victorygained on St.-Patrick's daylast, by the Apostles
of Temperance inLondon

—
and at the head of the gallant corps

stands the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster
—

deserves tobeproclaimed with the sound of thehighestpraise. It is fromtheTablet we gather the intelligence of the victory, in its remark"thatonMonday (St.Patrick'sDay was on the preceding'Satu-rday) the charges of all descriptionsat thepolicecourts inLondon
werelighter than theyhad been for some considerabletime, and
there wasnot asingle onewhichcouldinany waybeattributedto
the celebrationof the festival on Saturday." The Tablet justly
glories inproclaiming thisfact, by which,"ourIrishfellow-Catho^lies havetaught theinhabitants ofLondonalesson."

Friday, June 22, 1877. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.

Correspondence.
[We arenot responsiblefor theopinionsofour Correspondents.)

CATHOLIC MATTERS.

To the Editor of theNew Zkjllakd Tablet.
Sib,

— Followingup thesubjectof mylast letter,Imayinform
youthatHisLordship theRight Bey.Dr.Redwoodhas paidus a
solemn episcopal visit this week. This visit, as he announced
from thealtar on Sunday morning,he intended to extend to tho
-whole province,but circumstancespreventedhimatpresentfrom
extending it farther than this city. He gave the people his
solemn episcopal blessing, and granted them an indulgence of
forty days. After briefly explaining the nature and meaning of
indulgences,hehad theLatin formula read, which enunciated the
present indulgence. His Lordship gaveaverybeautifulandim-
pressiveexhortationto thechildren, and to those whowereabout
to be confirmed, on the dispositions with which they should
approachthe sacrament, and on the graces which it infuses into
the souls of those who receive it worthily. His Lordship then
celebrated solemn High Mass, assisted by Fathers Ginatz and
McNamara, as Deacon and Sub-deacon. There was averylarge
congregation,amongst whom might be seen a largesprinkling of
Protestants, who were no doubt attractedby the presence of His
Lordship. After Mass wasover,all those who were toreceive the
Sacramentof Confirmation approached therails, theboys andmen
first,the girls andthewomencomingafter. They wereofallages

—
fromtentoforty,andconsidering thegreatnumber thatapproached
the sacrament,the order thatprevailedthroughout wasastonishing.
The greatestcredit is due toMr. O'Connor, thehead masterof the
boys' school, for the orderand the appearanceof the boys under
his charge. It would be difficult to conceive anything more
edifyingthan themannerinwhich those children, with innocence
and fervour, and devotion gleaming from their pure, unsullied
souls, approachedthe rails. The girls wereunder the direction of
theNuns, andwereall robedinwhite,withredsashes,emblematic,.
Isuppose, of the battle which, from that day forth, they were
admonished to wage against "the world, the flesh, and the
devil,"— abattle as yetundreamt of inits severity tonotafew of
them. One might,as he looked on thatinnocent crowdof chil-
dren, meditate with profit on the harassing conflict with the
unkind world,

—
on the perpetualand ever-recurringstraggle for

existence,
—

and on the dismal, rugged pathwhich the impene-
trable future has got hidden away in its dark bosom, and is,
perhaps,now slowly developing for God only knows how manyof
those buoyant, happy, light-hearted children. May the armour
which they puton to-daybe a shield andadefence to theminthe
ceaseless combat with the world, and mayHe in whose service
they are now enlisting themselves,and underwhose banner they
are enrolling themselves, help them to fight His battles like
valiant soldiers of the Cross. There were altogether over two
hundred persons who received theHolySacramentof Confirmation,
andHisLordshipseemedquite exhaustedwhenthe ceremony was
over. Inthe evening, after Vespers,he preachedto astill larger
congregation than that, of the morning, the church being, in fact,
densely packedwith persons of almosteveryshade of opinion,who
wereanxious tohear him. He took for his texta passage from
Matt.xxiv.13:"He that perseverethto the endshallbesaved."
Upon this text he delivered an eloquentandimpressivesermon,
showing the necessity,andpointing out some ofthemeans,of per-
severance. He dwelt at some length on the fact

—
andIbelieve

that the doctrine was new tosomeof his hearers
—

that grievous
sin maybe committed in thought alone, and proved most con-
clusively that the gravity of the sin lies not alone in the act, but
inthe thought— thatis, the free consent of the will, and that the
act itself butgives to the sin an accidentalmalice. His Lordship
has an agreeable,easy,and fluent delivery j his illustrations are
always happy,and his metaphors well chosen;and, from the very
beginning of his discourse to the last word of it, he rivets the
attentionof his hearers.

His Lordship waswaited onby afew gentlemen on Saturday, respecting the petitions which Imentionedin my last letter to
you,and he expressed a sincere desiretohelp themineveryway
that he could toprocure a bishop for Canterbury. He alludedto
one ortwo trifling inaccuracies thathadcrept intothe petitions by
mistake or inadvertency,but in the main heagreed with them,
and would,he assured them, do all in his power to'get the pro-
vinceof Canterburyoff his hands. Heis toreceive the deputation
andtogive his answer formally on to-morrow (Wednesday),after
which,inallprobability,Ishallsendyoua condensedreportof the
result of the interview.

Eathkkalbnsis.Christchurch, June10th,1877.
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