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CARDINAL HOWARD IN THE GUARDS.
[ S —

TEE elevation of this distinguished and comparatively young
ecelesiastic to the purple, for which dignity he is in every respect
so suited, is but one of the many proofs of the wisdom and discern-
ment of the illugtrions Pontiff whose episcopal jubilee is now o
nesr at hand. Leaving to more competent hands to give a more
complete sketch of Mgr. Howard's antecedents, we beg to advert to
a few incidents in his remarkable career which may not be without
interest to our readers, and probably to some of our dissenting
felow-countrymen. Mgr. Howard received bis education at Gscott
College when under the presidency of Cardinal Wiseman. After
an academic career marked by no ordinary intellectual ability, he
made his début in military life by accepting a Cornetey in the
Guards, then stationed at Brompton. Passing intact through the
ordeal of barrack life, so trying, and not unfrequently so detri-
mental to the morals of young men, the future Monsighor was
most popular in the regiment, baving been known under a familiar
sobriguet, which indicated the appreciation in which his steady and
regular habits were held by his brother officers. Gifted by nature
both physically and mentally, in Mgr. Howard are united the
advantages of a tall and symmetrical figure with an intellectual
expression of features.

Soon after his arrival at Brompton barrack, where the Life
Guards lay, he made it his business to ascertain the number of
Catholice in the ranks, and 1t was his invariable practice on
Sundays to assemble them in the barrack square and conduat
them te King William street, Strand, where the Church of the
Oratorians was then sitwated. On these occasions it may be
remarked that no coercion was used, bub as the hour of Mass
coincided with that of the regimental mess, from which the
men, in consequence, were invariably ahsent, it was (lornet

Howard's custom to give the soldiers their dinner at his own ex- |

pense. In connection with thiz laudable practice of the young
Cornet, the writer may mention an interesting inecident communi-
cated to him by an Insh parish priest :—Passing through London
at this peried, and forming one of the congregatinn at the Oratory
on a Sunday, the clerk serving Mass happening to be taken sud-
denly ill, was obliged fo vetire from the altar. The raverend
stranger said he was much surprised, no less than edified, at secing
a young officer in brilliant uniform instantly rise from his seat,
and, proceeding to the sanctuary, take his place by the side of the
celebrant, thereby supplying the place of the invalided assistant.
It is scarcely necessary to add that the anthor of this edifying act
was Cornet Howard. It has been mentioned that Mgr. Howard
rode at the head of the Duke of Wellington’s funeral on November

[ and New Jersey was only 13,000; at this moment it is 1,500,000,

In the yenr 1800 there was in the whole Americar Unjon only one
Qatholic diocese, one bishop, and fifty priests. There are now
eighty-six dioceses, including apostolic vieariates, about saventy
archbishops and bishops, and more than five thousand priests. Me.
Murray adds: “It is the opinion of many well-informed and
thoughtful men that there are betwcen eight-and fes millions of
baptized Catholics'in the United States™ (p. 316). However im-
pressive these facte may be, there is one which is atill more hopeful
and encouraging, and which suggests a deeper motive of gratiude
to God for the favours which He has conferred on this youthfual but
nughtx nation. Not only are American Catholics conspicaous for
solid virtue, generous enthusiasm, and flia) devotion to the Holy
8ee, but these qualities are displayed in an eminent degree by
converts from every rank and class, und notably these who were fed
in their younger days on the sour nutriment of that effete Pari-
tanism which ouce strove to suppress, by barbarous cruslty, the
Catholic religion, but only to succumb, especially in the eradie land
of New England, in that unequal combat which the human wages
with the divine. A “liberal ” Catholic is as rars in the Amerigan
Republic as o black swan. They are all, by the teaching of the
Hoiy Spirit, what the slang of the day cails “ Ultramontanes”—
 Le., inseparably united with the Vicar of Christ, anl in harmony
; with the mind of the Church. It is this, together with their
_ practical devotion and piety, which is the secret of their trinmphs
i in the past and the guarantee of their success in the future. We

can rordially recomniend Mr, Murray’s volume to all who wish to
i see the proof of the one and to estimate tixe prospects of the other.

; THE WEST COAST OF AFRICA.
i

——

i A CORRESPONDENT on board Her Mujesty's ship Avon, writing from
\ the river Congo on the 10th of January, says:—
“ Since I last wrote we have been taken off the blozkvle and
ordered to the southern division of the station. We are expactin s
daily to hear of Captain Sallivan’s arrival, and thus meet ah old
' friend in him, as he inapeeted us prior to our departnre from Pocts-
i mouth. We have not had very stirring limes sine: leaving the
- const of Dahomey. At first wo went to the river Boany, which is
an English settlement of old hulks, some of which are at anchor,
and soine grounded on the mud. Theve are sixteen or seventesn
, of them in all. Three white men, traders, live in each hualk, and

carry on & trade with the natives, selling ecloth (which is bad
¢ ealico), beads, gin, rum, &e., for palm oil, ground nuts, ivory, and

'
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2, 1852, but no mention has been made of the fact thab on that 50 forth—a curious life, and at present one at which it takes a'long
memorable day  Jupiter Pluvins ” was in the ascendant, aud that | Hme to make a fortune. Some very singular characters ure to be

no wettor day was ever recorded in the meteorological annals of ! met with among these traders, including broken-down officers of the

the metropolis, From the time the corédge left Apsley House till
its arrival at St. Paul's {four hours) there was a continued down- |
pour. The exceptional character of the grand funeral pageint
cauging thousands of people of all classes, both old and yonng, to
be out of doors on that memorable day, much illness and many
deaths resulted. Thanks, however, to a young and sound, though
not very robust constitution, the young Cornet experienced no bad i
effect from his long exposure beyond a thorough drenching. On
his subsequent retirement from the Army-—the writer has it from
an aunthoritative source—her Majesty, to whom he was well known,
expressed regret at the loes of his serviees, though appreciating
the motives which led him to sacrifice the prospect of a hrilliant
military career for the purpose of becoming a labover in the vine-
yard of Christ—Ezckange.

CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES.

By Jomy O’'Kane Muorrary, B.S.
— s

[From the Dublix Reveew.]

Ix the early days of the American Union, which Catholics had a
large share in founding, the crnel bigotry of the English was
‘repudiated as equally stupid and ungrvateful, by the firat ralers of
the REepublic, and notably by Washington. Mr. Murray pertinently
remarks that © General Washington's Life Guard, a most choice
body of men, was compused largely of Catholics.” They were
selected * with special reference to their physical, meoral, and
inteliectual character,” and it was considered a mark of peculiar
distinction to belong to the Commander-in-Chief's Guard.” (Page
167.) It was not till a later date that firebrands from England
and Scotland kindled the flumes of a° gross and unpatriotic
fanaticism, and strove to suppress the liberty which they had
ostensibly quitted their own land of penal enactments to securs and
perpetuate. It was not fill party spirit, violent and unscrupulous,
had made all weapons acceptable as a teol of political warfave that
the same fanaticism was craftily appealed to in our pwn duy by
men who do pot share it, being indifferent to all religion; and
there is reason to believe that the candid und generous temper of ,
the people of the United Statea has alveady detected and condemned :
the sordid imposture. Meanwhile, the progress of the Catholie
'faith in the New World, by its own inhereat life, is one of the most
consoling facts of our age. Macaulny shrewdly remarked that as
the ablest and most acute minds had, in all times, lovingly pro.
fessed that faith, it was hard to see what it had to fear fromn the
progress of so-called knowledge and enlightenment. The world
is not likely to be adorned with more sublime geniug in the
future than in the past, and the noblest speeimiens of our race,
morally and intellectually, have been, ns Mucaulwy observed, devout
and exulting Catholics. The peculinr and composite stracture of

impediment to the peaceful victories of their boly fuith. Sixty
Fears ago the number of Cathelics in the two States of New Yerk
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Army and Navy, and gentlemen of all sorts anl conditions in life,
who come out with the intention of makinyg a desperate attempt to
retrieve their fortunes or die unknowa. L am sorry to suy the
latter is most frequently the ease, You can imayine from this th it
many of them are hard drinkers. Now that you know the character
of one English settlement, you know that of all on the const, with
the exception, of course, that some are on land and differentiy
cireumstanced from others. From the river Bouny we went to
Fernando Po, and then on to the Gaboon River, a French settle-
ment on the coast, just on the Line. Here it was that M. du
Chaillu eawme across the gorilla. I like this place better than-any
other I have visited on the coast. It is clean, and the French, as
they always do, have taken the trouble to plant trees, build
hospitals, &e., and will not allow spirits of any sort to
be sold to the natives, We then went on to the Consp River, in
about 6 deg., south lutitude. Where we are lyiaz, it i3 abont five
or six miles across; the water is of a brown re/idish hne, sail to be
caused by iron, which must be in a stat: of suspension. Sharks’
Point is & miserable collection of huts, wiere abous 50 nesroes
exist, on the south bank of theriver. Xt is the.man-of-war anchor-
,age. Here we lie from day to day, the whater rushing past dowan
- the river and out to sea at the rate of four to six kuots, carrying
" musses of vegetable matter, ab times of such. size a3 to be called
I floating islands, which they very much resembls, There mujt-he
un iinmense quantity of water coming down, eonsidering thit the
. depth of the river is from 20 to 80 fathoms; and the rate at which
| it runs to the sea such uas I have mentioned. To the south 6f the
Congo the coast is bold, cliffs of from GOft to 8§36, in heisht ex.
tending to the water, I visited the place which Commander Cam-
" eron first reached on this coast after hia $wo yerry’ walk.. Itig'called
| Catumbells, and is a trading plce belonging to the Portuynese
| Nearly oll the country soutl of the Congo belongs to the Porsd-
 guese, until it ends in an inhabited district /b about 20 dpy. south
" latitude, which stretehes to thie Orange River in 29 dey. south
» Jatitude,  8t. Paul de Lonnda is the capital of the Portugaese pos-
' sessions, which are known under the general nume- of Angola. [t
is a town of 132,000 inhabitants, inclading 4,000 whites and half-
castes. There is an English Consul here. Most of the trade is
in the hands of the Portuguese. ’

For the firsh time since nniversities existed in Austria a society
of students bas been foried, bearinr the name of Austrisn, namely,
the “ German-Austrian Society.” Formerly the word ** Austrian
wag unfortunately loocked upon as a sign of reproach ; Lut now the
, ‘putiiotic feeling is so far advanced that even a imber of students
1 no longer call themselves Germans, M uryars, Poles, &, but Aus.
"trians. The members of the socicty belong to all the nationalitjes

of the empire;.the innugaration bangquet took place on the thard
ay in Febraury, and, 28 a matter of course, when any particulny
ited. He
i unfolded with youthtul fire the bleck and yellow banner, and macle
: an animated speech, which wel with wobounded applanse.



