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Mb.Henry Driver(on behalf of the NewZealandLoan and

Mercantile Agency Company) reports for the week ending June20,as follows :—:
—

FatCattle
—

113 head were yarded at themarket today, which
were of fair to good quality. All changed hands at about lust week's
quotations,notwithstandingthat the small supply forwardedmight have
been expected to result in improved prices. Best pens of bullocks
brought from £11 to £14 ;do cows, £7 to £9 10e

—
or equalto 30s per

1001bfof prime quality. At the yards we sold 45 headat above rates.
Fut Calves.

—
Nine came forward, which sold at from 18s to 655.

Fat Sheep.
—

The large number of 3650 werepenned, consisting
of good to prime quality, and all found buyers at slightly under last
week's prices. Best cross-breds brought from 10s 6d to13s 9d;me-
dium do,8a 6d to10a— orequalto ashade under 2£d per lb forprime
quality.

Store Cattle and Sheep.— The market for this class of stock re-
mainsas befororeported. During the week we have sold 800 cross*
breds and merinos, the former at from 7s 6d to Bs, and the latter at
3s 6d to5s for full-mouthedwetheri.

"Wool.
—

Press London cablegram,dated 16th June,quotes wool
in keener demand;prices higher. Sales close ou the 26th. This
newshas improved thedemand here. Atoar weeklyealeon Monday
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TELEGRAMS. some lots of itragglera' wool brought higher rates 5 greasy merino104

per lb.
Sheepskins.— -At our auction on Monday we oatalogued 2000skins, principally greenslaughters. We had a very larso attendance}

of bujers; every lot soM. Cros«-breds not so much sought after Ht
merinos ;the former sold at2i 9d to 3a 41;the latter 29 to 2s 8d "
fullmerinos,4< 8^ ;do crosß-breds, 5« 4d.

Hides.
—

Shippers notbeing in the market this we«k, prices are a
shade easier; good local demand, equal to 44 per lb. for good-emdi-
tioned lots.

Tallow.
—

Supply small. Inferior brought. .£26 ;medium, £23
to £31 ;good shipping lotsofmutton are worth £34.Grain.—Wheat :Demand good. Holders very firm. P^imeat.milling sales at 7« 6d. A lino of 30,000 bushels of Northern is
reportedsoldat 7a 4d— equal to the latest London quotationfor New
Zealand wheat. Oats:Shipping demandhas slackenedsince Monday,
Price? are from 3s 6d to 3s 7d for feed;milling, 3s 8d to3* 9d.
Barley:More business has been doing in malting samples:some
large lineshave been sold at 4s3d to 4s 6d for fair medium samples.

Mb. Skene reports for the week ending June 20, 1877 :—
Business has been greatly hindered during the week by thebroken,
wintry weather, but, of course, this is to be expected in tho dead
of winter. Farm and Btation couples more off freely, if not too
much encumbered with youngsters; fortunately, most farmers can
now effer cottages tomarried people. Single ploughmen areingood
demand,and really experiencedmen getas good wagesas ever. The
building trade is verymuch hindered by the weather,but,of course,
men with forethoughtare preparedforsuchcontingencies. Shepherds
are nowhere at present. Shopmen and clerks are very difficult to
pinee, business being quiet, in shops and warehouses necessarily
affects them. Bushmen and mills are veryquiec. Miners are well
employed. Female servantsaremoreplentiful,but. experiencedones
are not easily got. Wages: Couples, £65, £70, andJ68O; diy labor,
7s,Bs., and 9a.; ploughmen, .£52 to £60 ; hotel females- 125., 155.,
205., and 255.; private house do., 10s.. 125., 155., and 20j.; mencooks, waiters, grooms, gardeners, 205.,255., andup to sOs.per week|
carpenters, 10s., lls., and 125.; boys and girls, 65., tolO^.j shopmen
andclerks,30s. to 60s.per week.

Mr. J. Flemingreports (wholesaleprices)for the weekending
June 20th, 1877, asfollows:

—
Oats (feed),per bushel, 3s 3d to 3a

6d;milling,3s 3d. Wheat (chicks), 4s to4s 6d. Barley, malting,
4s to 4s 6d; feed, 3s. Pollard, scarce. Bran, £i 15s, bags
included. Flour, large bags, £18 ;small, £18 10s. Oatmeal, .£2O.Potatoes,JJ3 15s per ton. Hay, £4 5s per ton. Chaff, £4 10s per
ton. Straw, £2 per ton.

Mr.J.Vezey reports fortheweekending June20th,1877, retail:— Roast beef,5d to 8dper lb;boiling do, 4dto 5dper lb;stewing
do, 4d to6dper lb;steak,6d to 9dper lb;mutton,24 to 5d per
lb;veal,4d to 8d per lb jpork,6d to 8d per lb j lamb,scarce, 2s
to3s 6d per quarter.

Mr. A. Mercerreportsasfollows for the week endingJune20,
1877,retailpricesonly:

— Freshbutter,in& andlibprints,Is6dand
Is7d per lb; fresh butter, in lumps, Is 4d;powdered and salt
butter, Is4d. Freshbutter is not so plentiful as it -was,but the
market is still wellsupplied. Salt butter inkeg is veryplentiful,
andis atpresenta drugon the market. No demandat anyprice.
Cheese veryplentiful,andgood quality, lOd toIs; Bide androlled
bacon, lOd to lid; Colonial hams, Is to Is 2d; beef ham, 9d;
English hams, Is3d toIs4d (no demand);English cheese, Is 3d,
nodemand;Eggs are veryplentiful now, and retailing at 2s per
dozen, andlikely tobe lowerinprice.

London, June 14th.
Russia is negotiatinga new loanof .£15,000,000 sterling.
After fifty-five hours' continued fighting between theTurks

and the Montenegrins, the latter withdrew. Both sidessuffered
heavy losses.

The Russian preparations forthe passageover the Danubeat
Giurgevohavebeenfrustrated.

V Singapore,June16th.
SuliemanPasha,afterdesperatefighting,has forcedtheDugar

Pass.
Sir Stafford Northcote has been informed thatRussia won't

interferewith the navigationof the SuezCanal.
Bombay,Juno18th.

The reportof the Dugar Pass having been forced, ia uncon-
firmed.

After desperate fighting, the result is undecisive, andboth
maintainedtheir position.

ARussian official despatch states that the Turks endeavored
tocounteractsiege workatKars by frequent sorties.

Sydney,June15th.
News by the Torres Strait mail at Brisbane states that full

details ofinstructions weresent inMay,by the Madrasmail from
the Home Government to the Indian Government, tosend a force
tooccupy Egypt in the event of certain contingencies arising. Sir
Neville Chamberlain has been offered the command of the expe-
dition.

Chinese emigration to Queensland is expected to decrease
greatly,owing tothe opening of the teaseason.

Auckland, June16th.
CharlesRowley, the Thamesprospector,is stillmissing. He

is now generally believed to be the person whosedrowning cries
wereheardon the wharf onThursday night.

Latjnceston,June14th.
The agricultural returns for Tasmania show a surplus of

184,527 bushelsof wheatavailablefor export.
Brisbane,June14th.

Officialstatisticsshow that the population at the Palmeris
1400 Europeans,and17,000 Chinese.

Reefton,June19th.
TheDefiance has struck a goldenreef in the low level. Itis

at the same levelas the GoldenFleece, but 300 feet southof the
latter boundary. From the same reef gold wasobtainedsome time
agoat150 feethigher level.

"Wellington, June 19th.
Itis stated thatacompromiseha-s beeneffectedwith Kitchener

andSlowman, who claimed compensation for non-fulfilment of the
contract made by the late Dr. Featherston with those gentlemen
for the introduction-into New Zealandof4000 Germanimmigrants.
The colony is to pay Kitchener .£SOO, and Slowman JBooo—
exclusive of passage-money for the Fitz-Reuter immigrants—

in
fullof all demands. Slowman's claim was

The Times this morning says thatit learns that a seriouscharge
has been brought against the management of the Mount View
Lunatic Asylum for the alleged ill-treatmentof a patient, and
insinuates thatthe Asylum has been mismanaged since the death
of Mr.Seager.

Bombay,June 18th.
TheMontenegrinshavebeenrevictualled.
Itis announced thatMehemedEffendi wascompelledtoretire,

leaving 200dead.
The Egyptiancontingent has arrivedatStamboul. i
AhmedMadlar has been reinforced with the 24th battalion

fromNickaich.
Singapore,June19th.

A despatch fromMukhtar Pasha states that the Russians weredefeatedat Alascbgerd,afterseverefighting.
There is nonews from the Danube.
Itis Bemi-ofiicially statedatSt.Petersburg that mediation is

impossible.
Alevy is proposed.

THE MELBOURNE BOUQUET NUISANCE— ABUSE
OF PRIESTS AND BIBLE.

Itsurprisesmethat the calumniatorsof the
"

Priests
" inMelbourne

andDunedin donot tire of their dirty work, moreespecially after
the Batescase and theBell case, in which the Argus andStar cut
so disreputable a figure. The Argus again shinea in the" Bouquetnuisance

"
case. Again the enemies of the "priests"

wouldheput to theblush, if theyknewhow toblush, for shame.
Why will the.v persistinpublishing these trumpery andfalse talea
ab the prompting of evil-disposed bigots without first inquiring
properly whethertheybe true or false? TheArgus wasforcedwith
a wry face to admit that the bigots who prompted him in the
bouquetcasehadacted very wrongly inpresenting thebouquetsin
the way they did. Yethe expresses no regret for publishing the
calumny. The meanest kind of falsehood is that of partially
stating the truth, so as to create a false impression. The Argus's
clients wereguilty of this, and made him apartner of theiroffence.
He does not seem to feel his degradation The same with the
Dunedin accomplices, inthat case as in the Bates slander.

A certain paper the other day, adopting the language of
Carlyle, said that literary men were akind of

" perpetualpriest-
hood,"and far more charitable than the common clergy. Ipre-
sume ho claimedakind of "priesthood" for the Press, whichhe
said excelled the clergy in charity too. But charity thinkethno
ill, and is slow to take up an evil report. It appears that the
Press, oraportion of it in Melbourne and Dunedin, are ready to
think any ill of the priests of the Holy Roman Church, and are
swift to take inandpublish any evilreportsof them;butslow to
makeproper amends. The enmity of the world to Christ is the
samewith theenmityofthe worldto thepriests, sincetheyrepresent
Christ. The causeof theenmity is the same inboth cases. The
priests"followgoodness," therefore the world, as representedby
the Argus, speaksillof them, or acts astale-bearerstothose whodo.
Thecharity,self-denial, and zeal of priests are a standingrebuke
to Protestant preachers, and their supports in the Press

—
not

that all priests are equally good, orProtestant preachersequally
bad.
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