
H.A.C.8.5., DUNEDIN.
The Quarterly Meeting of the H.A.C.B. Society was held inthe South Australian Hall on Monday, 11th inst. The chair
was occupied by Bro. Brennan, and about fifty members were
present. Mr. David Murphy was duly installed a full benefit
member. The principal businessof the meeting was the nomi-
nation of officers, which was then proceeded with, and resultedas follows:

—
President, Bro. John Dillon, proposed by Bro.Moroney, and seconded by Bro. J. Moylan; V.P., Bro. Whitty,

proposedbyBro. Moylan, secondedby Bro.Gallagher; Treasurer,
Bro. M. Connellan, proposed by Bro. Dillon, seconded by Bro.Leatham; Secretary, Bro. Gallagher, proposed by Bro. Moylan,
seconded by Bro. Dillon. There being no opposition, the fore-
going officers were declared duly elected. The following nomi»
nations were then made:

— Wardens, Bro. Bennett,proposed by
Bro. Moylan, secondedbyBro.Moroney,andBro.B. Cunningham,
proposed by Bro. Kehoe, seconded by Bro. Dillon;Guardians,
.Bro. Leatham, proposed by Bro. McKulty, seconded by Bro\Dillon, and Bro. Molloy,proposedby Bro. Cunningham, seconded
by Bro.Gallagher.

To theEditor of the New Zealand Tablet.
Sib,

—
Itgave me greatpleasureto see your last week's issuerecord

the pleasing fact that theNew ZealandTablet is asuccess even
fas a monetary speculation,and that the Company were able at
their last meeting to declare a handsome dividend to the share-
holders. This is as it shouldbe. The Tabletdeserves all the
supportit receives,andmore thanitreceives, from theCatholicsof
this colony. Itis theironeonlyexponentandrepresentative,their
oneonly unswerving andfaithfulexpositor, theoneonly journalon
whose pages theyare neither maligned nor misrepresented to the
outer world. The Tablet,when it commenced, hadagreat work
before it. Ithad to combat the arguments and. the sophisms of
Protestantism and Infidelity; it had to expose the fallacies of
secularism, and to raise out of the mire and the mud of fanatical
bigotry the character of the Irish race and the Catholic religion.
All this and moreit has done,and is doing weekly. It is obliged
tobe ever on the defensive, butbravely and well itdefends itself.
Itis encompassedonall sides by those who have everbeenhostile
to its cause,and who would think it a goodthing could theybut
accomplishits utterdestruction;butithas nobly maintained its
position from the beginning, until nowit is acknowledgedon all
sides tobe the one only independent journalinDunedin. Ihave
often wonderedthat the Catholic clergy of the colony donot con-
tribute as they might toits pages. With the whole worldan open
bookbefore them, with the all-absorbing andinteresting historyof
the interminable past lying on their shelves, or lockedupin their
bookcases, withall the eventsof ancient andmodern times staring
them in the face, what intellectual treats could they not occa-
sionally give us, if they were so minded! Yetwith all this, the
strange and unaccountable fact remains, that we are seldom or
never instructed by their knowledge, guided by their advice, or
enlightened by their erudition. Itmay be true that the Catholic
priesthoodof New Zealand have moreimportant work to do than
writing for the Tablet, they may deemit of more consequence to
savesouls than to feed curiosity,but whenwe lookover the pages
of the Catholicpapersof other countries

— notably those ofEngland
and America

—
weare struck by the vast amount of knowledge and

informationwhich the clergy of those places find time, anddeemit
notbeneaththem,toconveytothepeoplethroughthe columnsof the
press. I,forone,holdthatitis the dutyofeveryCatholic tosupport
theCatholic paper;the laymanby his purse and thepriestby his
pen;the one byhis subscriptionandtheotherby his contribution.
Itmust not,however,be thought thatIam at alldictating to the
priesthoodin this matter. Far besuch an intentionfrom me,and
ifIhavesaid aught thatIshould not have said,Ihereretractit
unconditionally. Ihave been constrained, as it were,to give ex-
pressionto these thoughts from a sincere desire to see the one
Catholic paperof the colony

—
the one only representative journal

wehaye
—

well and ably supported. WhenIsat down to penthis
letterIcertainly didnot intend to say one word of whatIhave
yet written. My intention was simply to congratulate you on
your financial success,and to tell youhow the Catholic population
of this city have increased and are increasing since the inaugu-
ration ofthefreeimmigrationscheme. OurChurch, thathad been
more than ample for the congregation about two year 3 ago,
althoughithassincebeenconsiderably enlarged,isnowfastbecoming
toosmall for theirrequirements. With asittingaccommodationfor
about1,000persons,many are now obliged to remain inthe porch
at last Mass andat Vespers. Seeingall this, and feeling theneces-
sity that exists for having a resident bishop inChristchurch,the
peoplehere havegot up a petitiontoDr. Redwood, the Bishopof
Wellington, to lay their case before the HolyFather, and to for-
wardtheir causeatBorne for thepurpose of obtaining,ifpossible,
abishop for this importantandpopulouscity. This they arenow
encouragedto,and they havenodoubtbuthisLordshipwillgladly
undertakethe task,since he has statedina letter, anextract from
which wasreadfrom, the pulpit on yesterday,thathe hadalready
moved inthe matter, and that twelve months agohehad entered
intonegotiations with Borneabout the divisionof his diocese,but
that they considered the time inopportune. Inthese colonies
population increases so rapidly that twelve months effects a
wonderful change in a congregation. Moreover,thepeoplehere,

km seeingthat Christchurch is the seat of the ProtestantPrimateof
New Zealand, that it is the verycentre and stronghold of Protes-
tantism in this colony, that the other denominations

—
and their

nameis legion
—

possess the powe^ that wealth invariably gives to
bigotry, havecome to the conclusion that the time has come when
they ought tohave abishop of their own, who would minister to
their wants, and give them a position, a status, and a dignity
which they will neverpossess without him. It will be seen that
their3isno childish longing when they Bay that theyhavenot had
the Sacrament of Confirmation administered in theparishsince ii
wasgivenby hisLordshipBishop Moranabout four yearsago.

Bathkealensis.
Christchurch,May 28,1877.

THE PASSOVER.
Easter-tide is precededby a still older celebration, the .FeastofPassover. To-day ia the 15th of the month Nisan and the first
day of the Passover. Last night was the night of the Paschal
supper, andby many Jews the ceremony of eating thatmealwith
prayerandblessing will begone throughagain to-night. Coming
thus on the eveof GoodFriday, the servicewouldpreciselycoincide,
initsrelationto the days of theweek,with the LastSupper. Theword"Paschal" is an adaptationof theHebrew word

"
Pesach"

("He spared"),used inExodus,andstillemployed by the modernJews todenote this festival and its characteristic sacrifice of the
Paschallamb. ThePaschal lamb is so integral apartof the in-
stitution that,although sacrifices in theJewishChurchhave long
since been abolished, the roasted shank-bone of the shoulder o?
lamb is stillplaceduponeverytable where theycelebrate the Pasa«over,tocommemoratethe slaying of the lambwhich the children
of IsraelinEgypt ate roast with fire, with unleavenedbreadand
withbitter herbs, andin haste, having sprinkledtheblood witha
bunchof hyssop upon the lintelandside-postsof thedoor, so that
the Lordmightpass over or spare them whenhesmote the first-
bornof the Egyptians in thenight before the journey toSuccotb,
The first-bornchildrenfast on the day beforePassover inmemory
of their specialpreservation. Bitter herbs arestill eaten,but the
austerity of theritual has been mitigatedby itsbeingpermitted
todisguise the flavour of the worst ofthese herbs in anagreeable
mixture of cinnamon, almonds, apple,&c., which has much per*
plexedsome of the book-learned commentators, andis commonly
supposedtorepresentthe bricks and mortar wherewiththe souls
of theHebrew slaves inEgypt werevexed. The modernPassovet
evenings are times of family reunion, whenthemeanestHebre-w
servant sits at table with his employers. The prayers and therecitalof the history of the festival are followedby feasting and
jollity. The childrenreceive eachalittlepieceof unleavenedcake
tosave tillnext Passover, when their abstinence is rewardedby a.
smallgratuity on the deposit being produced. A cup of wineis
set apart for Elijah the Prophet. The evening concludes with
joyous hymns and psalms, and with the ejaculation,not always
quitesincere, "May we celebrate the Passovernext yearinJeru-
salem!" Unleavenedbreadis eatenduring the week whichfollows,
and the firstday and the last are solemn festivals. An extiaday
is addedby many toeach of these. The Passover is not merely a.
national festival to commemorate the exodus;itis also anagri-
cultural feast marking the gathering of the first of the fruits of
theearth. The dailyoffering of a sheaf,or Omer, began inPass-
over,andcontinued for50 days till Pentecost wasreached. Itwas
a busy periodfor anagricultural community,andthemodern Jews,
thoughtill recent times theyhavebeen inmostcountries forbidden
tohold land andengageinruralpursuits,stillpreserve thememory
of the greatpreoccupationsof the season by contractingnomar-
riages during those 50 days of the Omer, except on oneday (the
33rd) interposedasaholyday. Passover is also a festivalof the
fullmoon. Itcomes in the middle of the monthNisan,whenthe
orb of the moonhas attained its largest, and not yet begunto
wane, for the Hebrew months really coincide with the changes of
the moon. "The Easter full moon," Dean Stanley observes,"

whichhas so longregulated the calendars of theChristian world,
is, one may say,thelineal successor of thebright moonlight which
shedits raysover the palm-groves of Egypt on the15th night of
themonthKisan."— HomePaper.

THE GAOL CHAPLAINCY (?)

To theEditor of theNew ZealandTablet.
Sib,— Itis very interesting to observe thepleasantunanimity

with which the denominations of Dunedin consent, throughtheir
ministers, to consign the pastoral care of the sick and erring of
their flocks to Mr. Torrance

—
a gentlemandogmatically connected

withnoreligious sect. lamnot altogether surprisedatthe latitu-
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Correspondence.
<■+—

—
(We are notresponsiblefor the opinions ofour Correspondents^

A BISHOP FOR CHRISTCHURCH.

dinarianviewgupon this subject of Congregationalista andothervery liberal Dissenters, but how a dignitary of the Church ofEngland (who is supposedtobelieveinthe Creeds andswear by theThirty-nine Articles)can reconcileit tohis consciencetothusdele«gatethe most important functions of his ministry,Iam ataloss tounderstand. No wonderthat the rubbish talked by Mr.Bright,
and the blasphemous maunderings of Walker,attract delighted
audiences when those who aspiretoguide the faithandpracticeof
thepeople show, in the most practical manner,their disbelief inthe efficacy ofthe systems of whichthey are the official exponents.
Providing achaplainof noknown creed orpersuasionattheir joint
expense, for those who need spiritual consolation most,is aproof
beyondcontravention that theDunedin Ministers regard faithasa
matter ofno importance;andIshould like to know what their
stand-point isfor holding their positions,andmakinga very good
thing out of it.

—
Iam, &c,

X.Dunedin,June13, 1877.
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