
RAILWAY ACCIDENTS IN 1876.++
ABETtTRKrhas just beenmadeto Parliamentof the accidentsand"
casualties whichhavebeen reportedto theBoard of Tradeduring
the months of October, November, and December, 1876, with a
general summary for the year. Inthat summary it is statedthat
in18761,286 werekilledand 6,112 injured; 38 passengersand43
railway servants killed fromcauses beyond their owncontrol;10L
passengers and 630 railwayservants were killed from their own
misconductand wantof caution;the numberof passengers injured
from causes beyond theirowncontrol was 1,279,andthe number of
servants so injured 384; from their own misconduct or want of
caution, 604passengers and2,216sprvants were injured;ofperaon3
passing over railways at level-crossings, 59 were killed and 30
injured; of the trespassers,including suicides, 305killed and13*
wounded; of other persons not coming in the aboveclassification,
69 killed and 77 injured. Then 40 persons werekilled and1,389
injured onrailwaypremises

—
3 passengerskilledand 27 injuredby

falling down steps a-t stations, and 2 passengers killed and 47
injured from other causes whileupon the companies'premises; 13
persons killed and 42 injured while transacting bu3ine3s incon-
nection with the railways;and 23 servants killedand1,272 injured
while engaged upon various duties in warehouses, goods-yarda,
sheds, and other places. Accidents to trains, rolling stock, per-
manent-way, &c, during the year 1876 caused the death of 65
persons andinjury to1,486

—
viz.:— Passengers, 36 killed and1,245

injured; servants of companies,28 killed and 236 injured; other
persons, 1killed and 5 injured. Ivthe course of the year 1876
there ware reported to the Board of Trade57 collisions between
passenger trains o.r parts of passenger trains, causing the deathof
27 passengersand1company's servant,and injury to 509 pwsen-
gers, 39 servants, and 1 other person; 129 collisions between
passenger trains and goods or mineral trains, engines, &c., by
which8 passengers and2servants were killed ani493passengers
and 55 servants injured; 57 collisions between goods trains or
parts of goods trains, causing the deathof6 servants and injury to
3 passengers (men in charge of cattle),49 servants,ani 2 other
persons; 124 casesof passenger trainsor part3of passenger train 3
leaving the rails, causing the deathof 8 servantsandinjury to 101
passengers, 25 servants, and1other person; 47 cases of goods
trains or parts of goods trains, engines,&c, leaving* the rails, by
which twoservants werekilled and14injured;32 cases of trains
or enginestravelling in thewrongdirection throughpoints,causing
injury to24 passengersandsix servants;24 cases of trainsrunning
into stations or sidings at too high aspeed,by which64passengers
and two servants were injured and one other person waskilled;
206 cases of trains running overcattle or other obstructions on the
line, causing the death of oneservant andinjury to fivepassengers
and seven servants;68 cases of trains running through gates at
level-crossings,by which twoservants werekilled and four servants
and one other person were injured;13 case3of the bursting of
boilersor tubes,&c,of engines, "by which five servants werekilled
and20 injured; 12 failures of the machinery ofengines,by which
onepassenger was killed and 10 passengersand one servant were
injured; 880 failures of tires, resultingininjury toonepassenger
and one servant; 397 failures of axles, causing injury to 10
passengers and five servants; four failures of brake apparatus,
causing injury toone passenger and three servants;30 failures of
couplings, causing the death of one servant and injury to 1G
passengers andfour servants;and17 othermiscellaneousaccidents,
by which three passengers andone servant wereinjured. There
werealso reportedonecollisionbetween light engines, 74 failures
of wheels,one failure of a rope used inworkinganincline, seven
failures of tunnels, bridge viaducts, culverts, &c, 464 broken
rails, 22 cases of the permanent-waybeing damaged by floods,19
slips in cuttings or embankments, 23 case3of fires in trains, and
three case3of fires at stations, but innone of these instances was
there anypersonalinjury involved.

—
Mail.

death of Ireland'sgreatoldmonarch, and the loss of theflower and
chivalry ofhis army, wholay deadbeside theirDanish foes? But
thesesorrows were lightincomparisonwiththose tocome, for they
whothenfellinIreland'scausediedwith the consciousness thattheir
liveswerenot sacrificedinvain. Their enemies wereconquered,their
countryfreed, anddeathcanhavelittlebitternessfor those "who
close their eyes onVictory'sbreast."

Butthough the brilliant courage and incomparablevalour of
theeariy Irishracecovered their native landwith glory,andpre-
served herfree andgreat,that glory is tous but a memory which
orily renders more keen the sorrow with-which we now witness her
ruin and decay. Where now is her former glory, whereareher
ancientkings, the royalraceof princes whoonceruled in the old
halls of Tara, her magnificent churches and abbeys, her lordly
towersandgrandoldcastles?"

Where are theynow insummer's light?
Go seek the winter'ssnow;

Forgottenareourname andmight,
And brokenisourbow."

Whatis aglorious past tousnow, whenno trace of itremains
except a few crumbling, ivy-covered ruins,scattered throughout
the land,andamemory of lost liberty faint andindistinct, like a
half-forgottendream? Does thenationlessHebrew,whenlooking
uponthesite of his xuined city, feel consoled for itsdestruction,
because its temple was once of marbleand its altarsof glittering
gold? Or, when the Indian warrior stands a stranger and a
pilgrim upon the ancientheritage of his forefathers,andsees the
whiteman's corn wavingsmooth and green upon thebroadplains
where the"Indianhuntersroved,"is itsufficient forhimnow that
he waslordofthat landbefore thepale-facecame from beyondthe
Bea, to rob him, to steal his lands, and destroy his race? The
memory of bygone power and possession will bringnosmiles to
his dark face,but,rather, fill his whole soul withpassionatesorrow
and unavailing regret, as with slow step and saddenedmienhe
turnsmournfully away,unable longertobear thebitter memories
awakenedby seeing the ancient heritage of his ancestors inthe
possessionof strangers.

Soit is inourownhistory. The past,though everso glorious,
is nothing to us now;we cannot re-live it, its memory is but
a melancholy ghost of departedfreedom, a paleshadewhich arises
tohauntus,to point with weird, reproachful finger to what we
were,and laugh inmockery and scornat what we are.

Where thenis the student of Irishhistory to turn insearch of
anything "provocative of joy?" He cannot even say that his
country's sorrows and misfortunes were entirely the work of
strangers, for they werefirstbrought about by thebaseness ofone
of her own"faithless sons." As Curransaid lateron,whatrenders
the idea of her fate morebitter still is, that ithasbeen of her own
making. This,unfortunately,is perfectly true,for disunion among
those whoprofessed to make commoncause for Ireland's sake, was
far morefatal to her liberty than any armed foe. And whatdis-
union left undone was accomplished by treachery, for, as the
wretchedLeinster King wasnot the first,unhappily he wasnot the
lastIrishmanwho was willing for his own interest to sacrificehis
country,and eternally disgracehis nationality.

Inall the sadhistory of Ireland's sorrows and misfortunes it is
impossible to discover any circumstance so deplorable as the melan-
choly fact, that of those who were ever ready to betrayher an Irish-
man wasalmost always among the foremost. Again,ilis beyond the
power of the imagination toconceive any spectacle so humiliating; to
humanity as that of brave, high-souled, patriotic men betrayed in"

their hour of might
"

by some vile slave, whom theyhad the mis-
fortune to trust as aman. Does it not seem almost incredible that
therecould be foundaman, born upon Irish ground, so base, si lost
toall senseof honor,so vile andcontemptible, as to betray those who
were firm and braveand true in the cause of liberty and Ireland.

Andyet whenIreland mourns for the fate of her noblestpatriots,
her sorrow is doubly iucreased in intensity by the remembrance that
many of them who lie, now, nameless and almost forgotten in their
lonely bloodstained graves, were betrayed by men whose birth-plnce
was the same dear land as that of the gallant Wolfe Tone, the chival-
rous LordEdward, and the heroic, intrepidEmmet, the bravest and
the clearestof them all.

What memories of the past those names awaken! Though the
world now calls them rebels,the day may come when Time will re-
versethat judgment

—
"

Whenmanya deedmay wake in praise
That loughathslept inblame."

ButdlHTif that day never comes it makes little difference for the
man wno through pure, disinterested love for his native land, lays
dowu his life to redress her wrongs, whether fancied or real;

—
that

man is a hero. No matter how mistaken his views may be, his
patriotic devotionis sublime. Surely, then,Irelandhas just cause to
weep with "gratitude, not ashamed of her tears" for such men,and
her robe of mourning may well assume a deeper hue in memory of
those whose only fault was that theirhands andhearts were tooready
inher service.

Noother country inthe world, in looking back over the days
thathaveflown,has such cause asIrelandtoexclaim withCharles
Edward,"Oh, the brave, the brave and noble thathave diedin
vain forme!" But itis not alone for the fateof those whohave
died thatIrelandhas cause for sorrow, but also for the long lives
of devotedmenspent inher service, and spentinvain. Once only
by their efforts were the bonds that bound her broken, andfor a
brief period she felt how glorious it was tobe free. But that one
rayof light," Likeheaven's first dawno'er the sleep ofthe dead,"
only appearedfor a moment to vanish again, leaving increased
darkness behind.

"The old house at home," that tomb of Irish
freedom is desertedanddesolate, andthey whose voices once made
its wallsring with their eloquencehave long been silent in their
graves. Someof them diedfar away from ttbeland theylovedso
wellandservedsolong, theironlyrecompense— that -whichalways
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falls tothe unsuccessfulpatriot— ruinedhopes,abrokenheart,anda wastedlife.

HasIrelandnot cause, too, for sorrowinbeholding the multi-tudes ofher childrenwhoarecompelled tobecome voluntary exiles,and toseek inother landsthelivelihooddenied themintheirown?LikeNiobe,all tears, she mournsfor theirloss;yetshe is unabletobidthemstay. Her fair plains,and green, fertile vales areinthe hands of strangers; to them she must yield her treasures,
whileher ownchildrenwanderaway,tobelost for ever to thedearold landof theirbirth,and " aredestined to give their lastrecol-lection to the green fields they are never to beholdona foreigndeath-bed,and to lose the sad delightof fanciedvisits tothem inadistantgrave."

But the past, though gloomy, gives promise of hope for thafuture, for its darkness was illumined by one bright star, whichalways shone clearandradiant,andits lustre has neverpaled. Thatis the firm faith of a faithfulpeople,which in trial and misfortunenever wavered orchanged. Surely from this we may hope that the
spirit of the Apostle of Ireland,andthatof thescarcely less greatSt.Lawrence, the princely hermit of Glendalough,still hover overher,
and that,oneday, theirunseeninfluence will restore her lost liberty,
and with the return of freedom, which is the soulof nations,allher
sorrowsshall be forgotten, and she shall be again in the future what
she wasin thepast

— "
Great,glorious,and free;
Thefirst flowerof theearth,
Andfirst gem of the sea."

Annie C.Donneily,Dunedin.
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Persons desirousof obtaining money on loon willfindMr. J.
A.Hislop,solicitor,preparedtoattendtotheirrequirementson the
mostadvantageousterms.


