
In Algeria is a church believed to be the oldestChristian
church in the world. In the basement is a stone withaninscrip-
tionstating thatthe church was built ina.d.328.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. Friday, June 15, 1877.
TheRussiansaremassing troopsopposite Rustchuk andNico-

polis.
TheTurkishChamberhas forceda loanoffivemillions.

The JV. Z. JTerald in its issue of the sth inst. has a leader
relating to the differences amongst the Ministers, and in which
these -words occur:

—
"The Roman Catholic organprays that the

differencemaybeon the educationquestion,and thatthePremier's
colleagues may be opposed to him on that point at least. Our
hopesare indirect oppositionto thoseof theChurchonthispoint."
We regretthat our contemporaryis sovoidofall senseof justiceas
to look with disfavour on a probability of theMinisterial minds
inclining inaright direction,andthat itis desirousof the continu-
ance of the gross wronginflictedby the secularsystem upon the
Catholicbranch ofthe community.

We learn fromtheHokitikaLeaderthat therush to thenorth
of the Teremakauhasnot been extending much of late, anditis
not lookedupon-with such hope as it was afewweeksago. The
populationis reduced toa little over two hundred,abouta fourth
of whom aresaid tobe on gold, andthe restprospecting, whichis
muchheavier work thanat Kumara. The site of thenew town-
shipon thenorthof theTeremakauis aboutamileandahalf from
the centreof the diggings, or wherethe bulk of theclaimsareat
work. This is much complainedofby thebusinesspeople,though
therushmay yet tendmore towardsthetownship.

A gentlemanwho arrivedin townyesterday (cays the CooJctotcn
Herald) from thePalmer,iuforrxsus that the districtisoverrun with
destitute Chinese, ina state of starvation, wandering here and there,
unable to obtain the necessaries of life,and that they werecommitting
wholesale robberies for bare sustenance. Our informant states that
he would not be at all surprised if Cooktownwas visited by a few
thousands of these starvingmen,and asthey are all armed, whatre-
sistance coulda few make ? The immigrants from the FloweryLand
are still coming, and we learn that a ship, the size of the Galley ofLome, is on the way with another thousand; What is to be done
with these, we know Dot. If5,000 arealready starving,where is there
anopening for the other1,000 ? Later advices from thePalmer in-
formus that theChinese are deserting that districten masse,and that
two or three thousands of them are onthe march for theHodgkinson.
We alsolearn thatall thebrethren by theTliales andGalleyof Lome
havegone direct from this port to the samedistrict.

COMMERCIAL.
Mr.HenryDrivbb(on behalf of theNew ZealandLoan and

Mercantile Agency Company) reports for the week ending June13,as follows:
—

FatCattle.
—

208 head wereyarded, which, with theexception
of a few pens, wereof mediumqualityonly. Bestpensof bullocks
brought from £10 10s. to £15 155.;do cows, £6 to £9 10s.

—
or

equal to 30s. per 1001b. for primequality,and255. to275. 6d. for
medium.

FatCalves.
—

Nineteenwerepenned,whichreadily sold at 255.
to 755.

Fat Sheep.— Themarket wasslightly over-suppliedwith2934,
but they wereall soldatasmall reduction on last week's quota*
tions. Best cross-breds brought from 11s. to 145.; medium do.,
7s.to 10s.

—
or scarcely equal to 2id. perlb.; merinos, 4s. 6d. to

7s.6d.
Store CattleandSheep.

—
We have no important transactions

toreport.
Grain.

—
Wheat is ingood demand;choice milling, 75.;good,

6s. 6d. to 6s. 9d.;inferior, ss. to ss. 6d., according to quality j
fowls' feed,4s. 6d. Oats areingreatdemand. We soldat auction
700 bags of feed at 3s. 6d. to 3s. 6Jd.,and 500 bags millingat
3s. 7-J-d- There are very few coming forward, farmers expecting
stillhigherrates,owing to the deficiency of the yield of this crop.
Barley: Malting is a little moreinquired for, andcouldfiner sam-
plesbeoffered, a large business could be done;but "brewers will
nob holdheavy stocksof the discolouredparcelsoffering. We have-
sold at3s. 6d. to4s. for fair samples. Feed barley has partici-
pated inthe advanceof oats. At oursale yesterday, 300bags sold
at 3s. Id.to3s. 2d.

Wool.
—

The latest cablegramtohandreportsmoreanimation
at the wool sales, greasycombing having recovered the opening
fall, bringing prices to a par withclosingrates of March series.
Washed fleece and cross-breds were Id. lower than thoserates.
There is a more hopeful tone in themarket since the May salescommenced, removing the fear that the heavy withdrawals lately
reportedwouldseriouslyaffect the August and Septemberseries,
whenthe bulk of theNew Zealand would be offered. We sold a
few bales of greasy fleece at our usual Mondayauction, which sold,
at ratherhigh values. We quote fair averagegreasy fleece at9d.
per lb.

Sheepskins.
—

We hada full supply of 2,500 skins, whichwere
briskly competed for at a slight advance on last week's rates-
greenbutchers'bringing 3s. to 3s. 6d.;merinoes, 2s. sd. to2s. 7d. \.
dry cross-breds, 2s. lOd. to3s. 4d.

Hides.
—

Supply short, demandnot brisk;prices are a little
easier this week. We soldheaviesat 21s. to235.;medium,16s. to
19s. 6d.;lightand inferior, 7s. to 125.;slightlyover4d. per lb. for
good-conditionedhides.

Tallow continues inbrisk demand; mixed inferior,295. 6d. to
31s. 6d. for medium quality; shipping lots aresaleableup to£3s.

Mr. Skene reports for the week ending June 13, 1877:
—

There are few complaints in the labour market at present.
Labourers forpick and shovel work are in gooddemand. Farm,
people,single andmarried, areat oncesecured. Men on long en-
gagementsarebest off in the winter months;they donot feelthe
broken time like day men. Carpenters, masons, bricklayers,
plasterers,&c,only need good weather to let them get at their
work. Plasterers aremuch wanted; gardeners are fullyemployed.
Male hotel servants are rather quiet. Shepherds are quite
neglected. Female servants,ineverydepartment,areveryshortof
the demand Enquiry is slight for town-bredpeople,such as shop-
men and clerks. Upon the whole, the prospects of good hard
-workingmen, suited for the colony,areencouraging. Theuseless
■weeds,introduced by the immigrationbungling, aregradually dis-
appearing. Wages

—
Couples, £60, £70, and £80; daylabour, 75.,

Bs., 95., and10s.; ploughmen, £52 to£60; dairy hands, 155., 205.,
and 255.; carpenters, 10s. to 125.; cooks, boots, waiters, grooms,
&c,155., 205., 305.,and405.;house girls, 10s. to205.:hotelgirls,
125., to308.;storemenandclerks, 30s. to605.;boys andgirls, 6s.
to10s., &c,&c.

Mr. A. Mercerreportsas followsforthe weekending June13,
1877, retailprices only:

—
Fresh butter,in -\ andlib prints,Is6dto

Is7d per lb; fresh butter, in lumps. Is 4d; powdered and salt
butter,Is4d. Freshbutter is prettyplentiful

—
butbutter of the

bestquality is scarce. Salt butter in keg is very plentiful, and
littleorno saleat any quotation. Cheese,best quality, lOd toIs;
English cheese Is4d, nodemand;side androlledbacon, lOd toIs;
Colonial hams,IstoIs2d;English hams,nodemand,Is4d. Eggs,
althoughnot plentiful,are falling inprice—

2s 6d to2s 9dper doz.
Mr. J. Flemingreports(wholesaleprices) for the weekending

June 13th,1877,as follows:— Oats (feed),perbushel, 3s;milling,
3s 3d. Wheat (chicks), 3s 9d to 4s. Barley, malting, 4s to
4s 6d; feed, 2s 6d to 3s. Pollard, scarce. Bran, £4 ss, bags
included. Flour,large bags, £18 ;small, £18 10s. Oatmeal, £18.
Potatoes, £3 15s per ton. Hay, £4 per ton. Chaff, £4 10s per
ton. Straw, £2 per ton.

Mr.J.Vezeyreportsfor the weekendingJune13th,1877,retail:—
Roast beef,5d to 8dper lb;boiling do, 4d to5dper lb;stewing

do, 4d to6dper lb;steak, 6d to 9d per lb;mutton, 2d to 5d per
lb;veal,4d to8d per lb;pork,6d to8d per lb;lamb, scarce, 2s
to3s 6d per quarter.

TELEGRAMS.
Singapore,June7th.

LordDerbyrefuses theproposal toneutralise the Suez Canal. He
informed the Russian Ambassador at London, the Forte, and theKhedive, thatEngland has determined todisallowwarlike operations
on the Canal.

Tl«e Chancellor of the Exchequer(Sir Stafford Northcote)refused
to table a copy of the despatchre the Suez Canal on the ground of in-
expediency, though askedby LordHartington todo so.

London,June7th.
Itis stated eemi-officially from St. Petersburg that the RussianAmbassadors at London, Berlin, and Vienna are returning to theirseveral embassies,not charged -with any special negotiations, but with

instructions to reassert the assurancesgiven by Russia priorto the war.
In the House of Commons last night, Mr. Bourke, Under-

secretary for Foreign Affairs, said the Governmentbelieved that the
Powers intereetedcould not concur with the action of England. Sir
StaffordNorthcote also stated that the Governmenthad nodesire to
impose belligerent rights, its only object being to protect the SuezCanal.

Singapore,Jm o 9, 11.30 p.m.
The Turks have attackedanddefeated theMontenegrin troops.
The Emperor ofRussia has arrived at Ployeßti.
TheTuiksare bombarding Giurgevo.
Three Russian frigates from America havearrived atBrest.
The right wingof the Russian armyinAsia has reached Majkhal,

beyond Olti,and the left wing enteredKarahissar unopposed.
A Turkish governorhas been appointed toSnkum Kale.London, June 9.
The passage of theDanube is expectedatNicopolis.
The main Turkisharmy in Asia has encampedat Hassan Kaleh.

Wellington, June8.
The following tenders have been received for theBalclutha con-

tract of the Waitaki-Invercatgill Bailway:
—

Accepted:Proudfoot
"ndMcKay, £10,000. Declined:Dey, £10,132 ;Watson, £10,398 ;
Matbieson Brothers, £10,503; A. J. Smyth, £10,770; Millar and
Murray, £11,030 ;T. H.Parsons, £11,351 5 Henderson andFergusoD,£11,846 ;McNeil, £14,750.

June 11.
Mr. Travere,onbehalf of the citizens, presentedan addressandpuree of175 sovereigns to Michael Mocaghan,late senior sergeant in

the police fcrce here. There wasa large attendance of merchants"nd other leadingcitizens at thepresentation.
London, June10th.

Berlinpapersconsider the dissolving of the FrenchChamber
wouldimply a triumph totheUltramontanes,andinvolveageneral
conflagrationofEurope.

The Czaris atBucharest.
TheRussianright wingis fallingback onPennek.The Turks fromBatoum are operatingin the CircassianPro-

vince.
LordSalisbury,at Taylor's banquet,insisted on the necessity

of maintaining the peace of Europe and being ready to defend
England'sinterest if assailed.

LordDerby concurred, adding that themaintenance of peace
wasof thegreatestimportance to Britishinterests.Official despatchesstate that the Russians attempted topass
the Danube atNicopolis,but wererepulsed.TheRussian Press is indignant, andstates thatRussia willnot
toesatisfied withpeace withoutsolid guarantees.

The Turks havebeensuccessful inMontenegro.
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