
POOR MEXICO.
[From the Catholic Columbian.']

Notwithstanding all that one constantly hears against Mexico,
thereis stillanimmense amountof truepietyinthemassof thepoorpeople,and no Catholic can witness their tender devotion toour
LordandHis Mother,as also to the saints, withoutbeing deeply
touched.

TothepoorIndian there,the politicalchanges aroundhim, the
wars into which he is often inveigled, scarcely knowing for what
he fights, arelike adreamcompared tothe reality ofhis reverence
for our Lady,andhis faithin the Blessed Sacrament.Often, duringourstayof somemonths in thecapital,wewould
see one of these loving creatures, carrying a heavy load, pause
devoutly at the entrance of a church to offer up some simple
prayer. We cannot help remembering, too, as Holy Thursday
draws near, the devotion with Avhich this festival of the Blessed
Sacrament wascelebrated inMexico,notwithstanding thepoverty
to which the Churchhadbeenreducedby the Staterobberies.

Great zeal was displayedinthe decorations, andit was curious
to observehow, with the cheapestmaterials, most striking effects
wereproduced. Itwouldsound almost ridiculous if Iwere tosay,
for instance, that instead of the rich gilt mouldings which dis-
tinguished someof thechurches,otheissubstituted rows of oranges
ornamented with silver foil, yet such was indeed the case, and
although one who had not seen it Avould scarcely believeso, the
general effect was fine. Then there were beautiful grasses,which
hadbeen cultivatedunder different degrees of light,and shaded
up from the palest to the brightest hue of green. The most
striking thing of all, however, on enteringsome of the churches,
was to see a long table, stretchingalmost the entire length of the
sanctuary, and at it seatedthe life-sized figures of our Lordand
the twelvedisciples.

Many people would,perhaps,prefer amoreidealpicture of the
Last Supper, but for the poor Mexican there is nothing that
answers so well as this life-like representation to bringup before
him most vividly that

"
wondrous night" of our Lord's life.

Inthe afternoon we went at the invitationof a holy priest to
witness a very touching ceremony. In imitationof our Lord's
humility several piousladies washed aud wiped the feebof twelve
poor beggars,and waitedon them afterwardsat abountiful repast
which had been provided for the poor, hungry creatures. After
this the remainder of the afternoon was passed in visiting the
different churches, which were thronged with devout souls, for
every one is expected to visit at least seven churches on this
great day.

Thepilgrimages fromchurch tochurch are allmade on foot, as
nocarriagesareusedfromHolyThursday morningtillHolySaturday,
andevenpeople whodonotconsider themselves atallpious respect;
this custom. During that time, also, there are,of course,no bells
rung, andthe silence that reigned throughout the city seemedia
itself aprayer."

Poor Mexico"is, perhaps,after all,not so much tobepitied,
for inspiteof the impiety of the upper or ruling* class, there are
millions of hearts thatbeatwith thewarmest love forour Lordand
HisBlessedMother,by whom they surely willneverbe forgotten.

Giglio.

LOUISE LATEAU.

Moiß. Ckatakd, Rector of the American College inRome, whois
nowon a visit to this country,recentlyvisitedLouise Lateau while
onhiswayfrom Koine. A letter tosomeof his friendsdescribinghis
impressions is published in the London Tablet, and from it we
reproduce the followinginterestingextract:—" On the evening of the Bth of February, 1877, Ireached
Menage fromParis, and immediately walked over to the village of
Bois d'Haiue. Iwent to calluponthe Cure,M.Niels, to whom the
rectorof the Belgian College at Rome,Right Rev. Mgr.Vaudcix
Branden de Eeeth,had been good enough to write in my behalf.
The worthy Cure was very kind, and receivedme intohis house,
sayinghe wassorryIhad nob come earlier, as he had just come
from visiting Louise Lateau and Icould have accompanied him.
Two youngFrenchpriests arrivedat the same time, andarrange-
ments were made for seeing the ecstatic of Bois d'Haine on the
morrow. She was to receive Holy Communion at about half-past
six o'clock. We were ready in the church at a quarter past six
nestmorning,and the CureveryconsideratelyaskedmeifIwished
to take her the Blessed Sacrament. Ithanked him, and after
receiving thePyx withoneHost,Istarted, accompaniedby the two
priests above referred to, JJM. Chabe, Principal of the College of
Roubaix, and Gillet, one of his professors, the former with the
lantern, and the otherwith the bell. After tenminutes' walk over
themeadows, we came to the modest habitation of the servant of
God, and found there several persons, women, sisters of Louise,
andone or two of the friends of the family. The usual prayers

THE ETERNITY OF HELL.
On thisall important subject we shall saynothing that will have
the least pretence to originality; but shall confine ourselves to
stating ina few words theprecise teachingofthe Church,and then
give some extracts from the letters of J. J. Balmes to a sceptic.
The subject is of the deepest importance,and of awful interest.
Nothing concernsman more intimately.

The Church, instructedby her divineFounder, andresiingon
the expresswords ofHoly Scripture, teaches, "that those who die in
abad state

—
that is,in mortal sin— shall suffer punishment without

eiid." This is the dogma; whatevermaybesaid about the site of
thisplaceof punishment, or about the degree andquality of its
pains, is not of faith, and belongs to those points on whichitis
lawful toholddifferent opinionswithout wandering from Catholic
belief. "What wedoknow

—
for the Scripture saysso expressly

—
is

that these painsareawful;and whatmore do-\verequire? Terrible
painswithout end! Isthis idea alone not sufficient todepriveus
of all curiosity regardingall other questionsthat might be started
on,the subject?

How is it possible, you say, that a God,infinitely merciful,
could chastise withsuch rigour ? How is itpossible,Ianswer,that
a God infinitely just, should not chastise with such rigour, aftercalling its in vain to the wayof salvation through the manymeans
with which He suppliedus during life ? When manoffends God,
the creatureoutrages the Creator, a finite the InfiniteBeing;this,
then, demands achastisement insome sense infinite. Inthe order
ofhuman justice an attack is more or less criminal, according to
the class or rank of the person offended. With what horror ason
whoill-treats his parents is regarded! What circumstance more
aggravating than to offend a person in the very act of bestow-
ing a favour on us? Well, now make an application of
these ideas. Recollect that in man's offence against God,
there is the rebellion of nothingness against an Infinite
Being j there is the ingratitude of a son to his father;
there is the disrespect of a subject to his Supreme Lord;
of aweak insignificant creature to the Sovereign of heavenand
earth. Howmanymotives tointensify the fault;how many rea-
sons to increase the severity of the punishment! For a simple
attempt against the life or property of anindividual,human law
chastises the guilty with the pain of death

—
the greatest of all

earthly pains, and exerts itself, does violence to itself, to inflict
aninfinite chastisement, bydepriving the victim of all the goods of
society for ever. Why, then, cannot the Supreme Judge also
chastise the guilty with punishments which shall last for ever?
And remember, human justice is not satisfied with repentance.
The crime once consummated, the penalty follows, and it is
not enough that the criminal may have changed his mode of
life. God asks for a contrite and humble heart. He does not
desire the death of the sinner,but thathe beconvertedandlive;
nor does He discharge the fatalblow on theheadof the delinquent
without placing life and death before him and giving him the
choice, withoutofferinga friendly hand, through the aid of which
he might escape from the edge of theprecipice. Whom, then,cau
he blame but himself ? Where is the repugnance or cruelty of
these ideas? Itis easy to deceive the incautioiis, by pionouncing
emphaticallyeternityof pain and infinite mercy;but examine the
matterprofoundly;attend toall the circumstances connected with
it,and the difficulties which at first sight presented themselves
disappearlike smoke. The secretof the most deceptivesophisms
consists in the artifice of presenting to view one side of objects
only,andapproximating two ideas, which, if they appear contra-
dictory,it is because the intermediate ones which connect them
and harmonise them are left cut. We all know that the most
celebratedauthors amongst the enemies of religionoftensolve the
gravestandmost complicated questions withaningenious remark
or a sentimentalreflection. As all things have so many different
aspects,it is not difficult for anacutegeniusto seize on twopoints,
whose contrast may sharply wound the mind;and if to this be
added something to interest the heart, it costs little trouble to
upset,in tiemind of the incautious, thebestgrounded systemof
doctrine.

Goddoesnot lookatthings with the eyes of men,nor are His
immutable decrees subject to the caprices of our sickly reason;
and there can be no greater forgetfulness of the idea we should
formof an eternal and infinite Being, than to insist onHis will
accommodatingitself to our foolish wishes. So accustomed is the
present age toexcuse crimeandinterest itself inthe criminal, that
it forgets the compassion which,on undoubtedly more just titles,

—is due to the victim;and gladly wouldit leave the latter without
reparationof any kind,if it could spare the former the sufferinghe
has deserved. Accuse as you may the dogma of the eternity of
punishment of severity or cruelty; say that such a tremendous
chastisement cannot be reconciled with Divine mercy; we shall
answer,thatneither can the want of this chastisementbe recon-
ciledwithDivine justice; that the world would be surrendered to
chance, and in many of its events the most repugnant injustice
would be discovered,if there were not a terribly avenging God
waiting for the culprit on the other side of the tomb, to demand
fromhim an account of his perversityduring his sojournonearth.

What! Do we not at everystep behold injustice haughtyand
triumphant; mocking the abandoned orphan, the destitute sick,
the ragged andhungry po®r, andunprotectedwidow,and insulting
withits luxury anddissipation,the misery and other calamities of
these unfortunate victims of its oppressionandplunder? Do we
not contemplate withhorror heartless fathers, who,by their dissi-
patedconduct, fill withanguish the familyof which Godhas made
them thehead; hurrying tothe gravea virtuousconsort; plunging
their children into misery, and transmitting to them no other
inheritance but the sad recollection and the baneful resultsof a
scandalous life ? Do wo not sometimes find unnatural sons,who
cruellyijißult thegreyhairsofhim whogave thembeing; abandon
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him inmisfortune,or never speak a word of consolation to him,
andby their irregularity and iusolentpetulance,shorten the days
of Ms afflicted old age? Do -we not find infamous seducers, who
after surprising the candour and staining the innocence of youth,
cruelly desert their victim, and surrender it to all the horrors ofignominy and desperation? Ambition, perfidy, treason, fraud,
adultery, malediction,calumny, and other vices that enjoy such
immunity in tins world,where the action of justice is restricted,
and there are so many ways of eluding andsuborning it. Have
not allthese tomeet with an avenging God, who will make them
feel the weight of His indignation ? Must there not be one in
heaven to hearthe moans of innocencedemanding vengeance?

(To be continued,.)

7


