
haveassailed ordestroyed somanyinstitutions of such great im-
portanceso longas theyhad not also placed obstaclesin the way
of the free exercise of the spiritualmission of the ministers of the _
sanctuary. And theyhave compassed this criminal objectby the
law recentlyapprovedby the Chamber ofDeputies,and which they
designate as the law on clerical abuses, by virtueof which, they
charge with crime and offence so many bishops and priests, and
strike with heavypenalties those acts which the authors of the
aforesaidlaw compriseunder the insidiousname of disturbanceof
conscience, or disturbance of the peace of families. la virtue also
of this law whichWe point out, the words and writings of every
sorb by which the ministers of religion believe that, by reasonof
their sacred charge, they are bound to denounceand disapprove
laws, decrees, and everyother act of civil authority, as contrary
either tothe rights of religion or to the laws of God and of the
Church,will be equally liable to punishmentandpenalties;as also
the actsof those who maypublish or circulate those writings, no
matterwhat maybe therankof theecclesiasticalauthority,or the
placefrom which those writingsare issued. So soon as this law
can be sanctioned and promulgated, a lay tribunal may judge
if and how a priest in the administration of the Sacraments dis-
turbs the conscience of the faithful and the peace of families,
and the word of the Bishops, of the priests, shall remain
shackled and stifled, and not less shall be that of the Vicar
of Jesus Christ, who, although he tniy be personally called
irresponsible for reasons of policy, shall nevertheless be
punished in the persona of his accomplices;asaMinister hadno
hesitation in declaring in public Parliament, when alluding to our
person, he stated that it was neither a novelty nor an anomaly in
penallegislation to punish accomplices whentheprincipal author was
bevond reach. From whichit was evident that the blow aimed by
this law, according to themeaning of the rulers, refers also tous, so
that when our wnr Isor our acts are in oppositionto it, thebishops
and thepries's who shill publish or shall curryout our resolutiois
shall bear the penalty of thatpretendedcrime which in their judgment
is attributed to us, as to the principalauthor of the crime aud offence.

Beliold, Venerable Brethren, how not only so many aids and
institutions which had stood the test of centuries and other tem-
pestuous epochs,institutions sonecessary to the administr^tiouof the
iChurch, have bjen violently destroyd;but see how the extreme is
reached even of impeding tli.it sublime tnUaim whicli theChurch had
from her Divine Pounder, of teaching, directing, admonishing, by
closingunderthreats of.severestpenaltiesthemouthof herministers, who,
wliilpthey teach ilia people to obseive all thut Jesus Christ bus com-
manded, while they are instant in seasonandout ofse.kson

— reproving,
entreating, exhoiting, teaching with all patience—are doing

iexactly whit is imposed upon them by Divine and Apostolicjauthority. We puss over in silence other dark machinations of the
enem'es of the Church to which we are awaie gome in public
aubho ity do not refuse their aid and encouragement

— mitchiuations
Ithrough which they would desire to prepare for the Chmch
day-* of yet greater desolation; whether iv prompting occasions
of schism at the moment of the electionof the future Pontiff;
whether indisallowing thespiritual authority of theBishopsplaced
byus for the rule of the churches of Italy, which has forced us to
declare that thepresentationto the civilGovernmentof the acts of
theircanonical institution may be tolerated,in order thus to pre-
vent, asmuch as in us lies, most graveevils anddangers, which no
longer refer to the simplepossessionof temporalgoods, but which
seriously threaten the peace of consciences and the sj.lva.tion of
souls, which is for us the supreme law. Butin this that we have
done to preventveryserious evils, we desire thatpublicly, andonce
again,it may be known that we utterly reproveandcondemn this
unjust law, which is called of the regio plaoito,declaring openly
thatthe Divine authorityof the Church,is offendedby it, auJ her
liberty violated.

After this painful exposition, which does not include many
other deplorable things to which we could have extended oar
discourse, we ask how is it possible that the Church can be
governed by us under the dominion of anauthoritywhich deprives
us of everymeans, which closes every way,which at every instaut
imposes obstacles and embarrassments,.and which lays for vs
at every moment new lynx-like traps? In truth, we cannot
understand how men can be found who, we cannot tell whether
with, greater levity or bad faith, endeavour, either by means of
the daily papers, by pamphlets, or by speeches delivered in
opportune meetings, to create the belief that the situation of
the Roman Pontiff is such, here in Rome, that, even in the
presence of ausurping Government, he can exercise his supreme
ministry withtranquillity andfreedom. Andinsupportof this idea
of theirs they let no opportunity escape, when bishops come to
Rome,andarereceivedby us in audience, whenpilgrims crowd to
the Vatican, or whendiscourses are from totime pronounced by us
uponthe attempts committed against the Church, maliciously to
endeavour to convince the incautious that we are really free
whether to receive, to speak, or even to govern the Universal
Church. In truth, we are surprised at the shamelessneas with
which these things are repeated,as if the exercise of the actsabout
which they make so much noise wasleft inourfull andfree power,
andas if in themconsisted the workof governing the Church con-
fidedtoourcare. For who are they who do not know.that the acts
which to-day it is boasted are free are not dependent upon our
power, but upon that of the present rulers, so that wecan only
perform them within certainlimits, and foras longonlyastheyare
notprohibited? Thatuponthem dependsthe exercise of theseacts
calledfree is

—
evenif other evidence werewanting

—
clearly shown

by the last laws wehavealready deplored,invirtueof which, with
newandintolerable oppression,the free exercise of ourapiritual
power and that of the ecclesiastical ministry is limited and
shackled.

Butif they permit us to perform certain acts because they
knowit istotheirinterest tohaveitbelievedweare free,how many
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Deliveredto theCardinals, assembledin Consistory, Monday,March12.

ALLOCUTION OF OUR HOLT FATHER, POPE
PIUS IX.

Many times, VenerableBrothers, in the heavy days of our much-triedPontificate, have we assembled youaroundus todeplore theevils and protestagainst, the crimes committed, whether in Italyor elsewhere, to the injury of the Church and the Apostolic See.In these last years,however, we have been witnesses of- attacksstill moreviolent which the Catholicreligion has had to endure invariouspirtsof the C itholieworld throughthework of ourenemies,to whom the occasion was opportune for assailing the Spouse ofJesus Christ both on account of our unhappy position and theabandonmentin which we stand of everyhuman succour. Weshouldhave wished to recall your attention to this almost generalpersecution to which the Church is subjected at.presentinvariousparts ofEurope,but, reserving thepainful descriptionfor anotheroccasion, we cannot do less than point out to you to-day theincreasing gravity of the situationof the CatholicChurch inItaly,and thestillhardertrials which await us and this Apostolic See.It i<? already the seventh year since an usurping Governmenttreading under foot everyDivine and human right,in despiteofthe most solemn treaties, and profiting by the ill-fortune of agenerous nation, occupied by main force all that remained of ourprovinces,andinvaded this Holy City, filling theUniversalChurchwithmourning at the consummation of so iniquitous adeed. Inspite of the hypocritical and disloyal promises made at thatmoment to foreignGovernments, by the usurpers, that they wouldrespect the liberty of the Church and the independence of theRoman Pontiff, we were never under any illusion whateveras tothe sad andmiserable future instore for us under their dominion.On the contrary,indeed, well knowing the fell designs proper tomen bound together by the spirit of revolution and iniquitousties, we then foretold that the aim of such sacrilegious invasionwas not so much the conquest of our State as the wickeddesign of destroying the more easily, through the suppressionof our temporal dominion, all the institutions of the Church, ofannihilating the authority of the Holy See, and of cuttino downthe supreme power of the Vicar of Jesus Christ, to us, although iundeserving, confided.
°

Now this work of the demolitionand destruction of everyecclesiastical organization may be said to becompleted, if not upto the intentions andhatredofthe persecutors,at least in asfar asthe mostgrievous injuries which up to thepresent day havebeenheapedupon nsj and it is only necessary to cast a retrospectiveglanceuponthe laws and decrees made inthis short lapseof time '
to seeclearly that,qneby one,all the meanshavebeen taken fromIus of suitably governing the Catholic Church.Thus the iniquitous suppression of the religious orders hasunfortunately removed from our side valuable and valiant auxi- :hanes, whose co-operationwas absolutelynecessary for the trans-action of thebusiness of theecclesiastical congregations, andof somany other duties of onr ministry. This iniquitous suppressionhas atthe sametime destroyedhere,in this sacred city,numerousreligious houses where foreigners werein thehabitof resortin<* atstatedperiods toacquire renewed strength and render anaccountof theirstewardship, and it has cruelly torn upby the veryrootsinnumerable healthy and prolific plants, which carried fruits ofbenedictionandpeace toall thecountries of the earth The sameunjust suppression,also, whichdissolvedthehousesof the Missions,establishedinRome inorder to prepare worthy workers to be sentinto the mostremote andinhospitableregions of the universe, hasdeprivedsomany Christians of soDious andcharitablea succour,
with immense injury to thepropagation of the faith,and toChris-tian civilization itself,proceeding from the holinessand doctrine(teaching) of our religion.

And these laws,already in themselves verybitter andadverseto religion,not less than to human society itself, were not lon<*since made more grievous by new Ministerial ordinations,which
severely prohibit both the forming of religious communitiesandnewadmission of regulars ofbothsexes.The religiousOrders beiug suppressed,next came inits turn
the destruction of the secular clergy, and we, together with theBishopsof Italy, wereconstrainedtosee— alas, with whatgrief!—
the fairest hopes of the Church torn from the sanctuary, youn*clericsin the verymoment of consecratingthemselvesdefinitively
toGod forced totake armsandleadalife in everywayopposedtothe spiritof their vocation. What more? With anotherunjustlaw we saw the whole patrimony which theChurch bysacred andinviolable title possessed,usurped ingreatpart,andinpartsubsti-tutedby slender assignments,subject to the eventualities of thetimes and the caprice of Governments. We saw usurped andreduced to profane uses innumerable edifices which the faithfulhaderected at enormous sacrifices, and which formed the fairestornament of ChristianRome,destined toreceive thespouses of theLordor other monastic families. We saw takenfromus, andfromtheholy ministers of the altar, all the works and institutionsofcharityand beneficence,some of which the RomanPontiffs, ourpredecessors,haderected here in-Rome withso muchmuuificence,
andsomeof which weredue to thecharity of foreignnations; and
if some remains of pious worksstill remainunder the vigilance ofthe Church, it willnot be long beforealawis presentedwhichwill

'
take them also fromus andcause them todisappearaltogether, asthe open words andacts of thepresent Government convince us.We haveseen,and werepeat it with the mostintense bitternessof
our soul,bothpublicandprivateinstruction, whetherscientificorliterary,withdrawnby degreesfromthe authorityanddirectionoftheChurch, and the office of teaching entrusted to menof sus-pectedfaith,or toopen enemiesof theChurch whohadnoscruple
inmakingpublicprofessionof atheism.

But for the apostate sons of the Church, it wasnot enough to


